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FIRST REPORT 


FROM THE 

Committee of Secrecy* 


The 'COMMITTEE to whom the feveral Pa- 
pers referred to in his Majefty’s Meflage of fhe 
1 2th of May 1794, and which were prefented 
(fealed up) to the Houfe, by Mr Secretary 
Dundas, upon the 12th anjl 13th Days of the 
faid Month, by his Majefty’s Command, were 
referred ; and who were directed to examine 
the Matters thereof, and report the fame, as 
they fhould appear to them, to the Houfe j 
have proceeded, in Obedience to the Orders 
of the Houfe, to the Confideration of the 
Matters referred to them. 

T HEY find, on the firft infpe£tion, that the books and 
papers which they are dire£ted to examine, contain a 
full and authentic account of certain proceedings of two So- 
cieties, calling themfelves The Society for Conftitutional In- 
formation, and the London Correfponding Society, who ap« 
pear to be clofely connected with other Societies in many 
parts of Great Britain, and in Ireland ; and the Committee alfo 
obferve, from recent circumftances, which have already como 
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tirtder their obfervation, that thefe proceedings appear to be- 
come every day more and more likely to affedt the internal 
peace and fecurity of thefe kingdoms, and to require, in the 
mod; urgent manner, the immediate and vigilant attention of 
Parliament. 

The Committee have, therefore, thought it their indifpen- 
fable duty, in the firft inftance, to fubmit to the Houfe the 
general view which they have been enabled to form of thefe 
tranfa&ions, refertfing a more particular ftatement for a fub- 
fequent Report. 

In the book containing the Proceedings of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, which was found in the cuftody 
of the perfon a&ing as Secretary to the Society, there are re- 
gular entries of what palled on each day of meeting, from the 
end of the year 1791, to the 9th of May in the prefent year. 

From thefe it appears, that during almoft the whole of that 
period, and with hardly any confiderable interval, except dur- 
ing part of the Summer in 1792 and 1793, this Society has, 
by a feries of refolutions, publications, and correfpondence, 
been uniformly and fyllematically purfiyng a fettled defign, 
which appears to your Committee to tend to the fubverlion of 
the eftablifhed Conllitution,' and which has of late been more 
openly avowed, and attempted to be carried into full execu- 
tion. 

The principles on which this defign is founded, are ftrong- 
Iy and unequivocally proved, from refolutions formed as early 
as the i8thofMay 1792, in which the Society applaud the 
intention ofpublifhing a cheap edition of theFirfl: and Second 
Parts of The Rights of Man ; and refolve, 11 That a copy of 
“ Mr Paine’s Letter (informing them of this intention) toge- 
“ ther with thefe Refolutions, be tranfmitted to all the Affoci- 
“ ated Societies in town and country ; and that this Society 
" do congratulate them on the firm as well as orderly fpirie 

“ and 
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“ and tranquil perfeverance manifefted in all their proceed?- 
** ings, and exhort them to a fteady continuance therein 
And alfo, “ That 3000 copies of the Letter and Refolution 
“ fliould be printed for the ufe of the Society.” This Gngle 
circumftance would, in the judgement of your Committee, 
leave little doubt of the real nature of the defigns entertained 
by this Society : Their conduct in other refpetts has corre- 
Iponded with it. 

On the 1 ith of May in the fame year, they vote an Addrefs, 
in terms of approbation and applaufe, to the Society of Jaco- 
bins at Paris. 

They adopt a fimilar meafure, under circumftances ftill 
more ftriking, by fending, on the 9th of November following, 
an Addrefs to the National Convention of France, full of pa- 
negyric on the French Revolution, and exprefling the ftrongeft 
willies for its progrefs and fuccefs. This Addrefs was actually 
prefented at the Bar of the Convention by two perfons, of the 
name of Barlow and Froft ; and the anfwer of. the Prefidcnt 
was read at the Meeting of the Society' on the 7th of Decem- 
ber 1792. 

On die 14th of the fame month, a letter is received from 
perfons calling themfelves the Friends of Liberty and Equality, 
at Laon, capital of the department de L’Aifne ; and referred 
by the Society to their Committee of Correfpondence. 

On the 21ft of the fame month, certain Members are ex- 
prefsly appointed a Committee for Foreign Correfpondeuce. 

The proceedings of this Committee are ordered to be en- 
tered in a feparate book ; and a letter received that day from 
the Friends of Liberty sgid Equality at Macon is referred to 
that Committee. -w* 

On the 25th of January and on the ift of February 1793, 
(at the eve of the commencement of the war, and after the 

repeated 
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repeated reprefentatioris which had been made bn the part of 
the Britilh Government, complaining of the condudt of 
France), the citizens Earrere and Roland, (then leading Mem- 
bers of the French Convention), are admitted Afl'ociated 
Honorary Members of the Society ; and the fpeechcs of Bar- 
rere and St. Andre, (alfo an Honorary Member of the Society), 
as given in the Moniteur of the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January, 
are dir eft ed to be inferted in the books of the Society. 

Subfequent to the Declaration of War, which interrupted 
this fyftem of direft correfpondence and concert with France, 
and down to the prefent time, the Society have continued, on 
various occafions, to manifeft their attachment to the caufe 
of the French Revolution; and have affefted to follow, in 
their proceedings and in their language, the forms and even 
the phrafes which are adopted in that country. 

The next leading circumftance which has engaged the at- 
tention of your Committee, is the unremitting aftivity and 
diligence with which this Society have attempted to diffemi- 
na(e their principles, both by publications and- refolutions in- 
duftrioufiy and extenfively circulated, and by endeavouring to 
eftablilh a general .correfpondence and concert among the o- 
ther feditious Societies in the metropolis, and in different 
parts of England and Scotland, as well as in Ireland. With 
many of tliefc this Society appears itfelf to have carried on 
an immediate correfpondence, particularly with thofe at Shef- 
field, Norwich, and Manchefter, who have, on all occafions, 
taken the moil forward and active part in thefe tranfa&ions. 
In their correfpondence with Norwich in particular, as early 
as the 1 2th of April 1793, there is a# paflage which fo clearly 
marks the real objeft, which (whatever may have been their 
pretexts) they appear uniformly to have had in view, that 
your Committee think it right here to iufert it. 


"ilk™ < Extra£t 
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« Extraft of a letter from the Secretary to the 80- 
« ciety for Conftitutional Information, to the Se- 
“ cretary to the United Political Societies at Nor- 
“ wich; dated idth April 1793. 

“ Where then are we to look for the remedy ? To that 
« Parliament of which we complain ? To the Executive 
“ Power, which is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in 
«* that Parliament ? Or to ourfelves, reprefented in fome 
“ Meeting of Delegates for the efpecial purpofe of Re- 
“ form, which we fuppofe you underftand by the term 
« CONVENTION ? 

“ It is the end of each of thefc propofitions that we 
“ ought to look to ; and as fuccefs in a good caufe mull 
<* be the effeS of perfeverance and the riGng reafon of the 
time } let us determine with coolnefs, but let us perfe- 
“ vere with decifion.— As to a Convention, we regard it as 
“ a plan the moft deGrable and moft practicable, fo foon 
“ as the great body of the people (hall be courageous and 
4( virtuous enough to join us in the attempt. Hitherto 
“ we have no reafon to believe that the moment is arrived 
“ fox that purpofe. — As to any Petition to the Crown, 
“ we believe it liopelefs in its confequenccs. With re- 
s' fpe£l to the laft of the propofals, we are at a lofs to 
“ advife. — If the event is looked to in the vote which may 
“ be obtained from that body to whom this petition is to 
" be addrefled, which of us can look to it without the pro- 
“ fpc£t of an abfolute negative ?■ In this point of- view, 
“ therefore, it cannot require a moment’s confideration. 
“ But if wc regard the policy of fuch a petition, it may, 
f‘ in our apprehenGon, be well worth conGdering as a warn- 
f 1 ing voice to our prefent Legiflators, and as a fignal for 
ff ijnitation to the majority of the people. Should fuch a 
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“ plan be vigoroufly and generally purfued, it would hold 
“ out a certainty to our fellow-countrymen that we are not 
“ a handful of individuals unworthy of attention or con- 
“ fideration, who defire the reftoration of the ancient li- 
“ berties of England ; but, on the contrary, it might bring 
“ into light that hoft of well-meaning men, who, in the 
“ different towns and counties of tliis realm, are filently, 
“ but ferioufly anxious for Reformation in the Govern- 
“ - ment. 

“ We exhort you with anxiety to purfuc your laudable 
“ endeavours for the common good, and never to defpair 
“ of the public caufc.” 


But of all the Societies with which they corrcfponded, the 
two of the greatefl importance are, The London Correfpond- 
ing Society, (which has been already referred to, and with 
whom during this whole period the correfpondence appears 
to have been continually kept up), and the A {Terribly which 
called itfelf The Britilh Convention at Edinburgh. The firft 
of thefe, it will be neceffary for the Committee to advert to 
particularly. The proceedings of the fccond, are already fuf- 
liciently notorious. It is therefore only neceffary here to add, 
that , on the meeting of the Conftitutional Society, on the 
25th of 0£l'ober laft, after their adjournment for the Sum- 
mer, a letter was read from the Secretary of the Convention 
of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, to the Secre- 
tary of the Correfponding Society — in confequcnce of which 
it was. refolved that there fliould be an extraordinary general 
meeting to conffder of fending Delegates to a Convention of 
Delegates of the different Societies in Great Britain, to be 
held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliament- 
ary Reform. 


0 » 
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On the Monday following, the 28th of Oftobef, this Meet- 
ing took place. Two Delegates were chofen, and the follow- 
ing inftru&ions given them : 

“ The Delegates are inftru£ted, on tlie part of this So- 
ic cicty, to aflift in bringing forward and fupporting any 
“ Conftitutional meafures for procuring a real Reprefenta- 
“ tion of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament. 
“ That in fpecifying the redrefs to be demanded of exiting 
“ abufes, the Delegates ought never to lofe fight of the 
“ two effential principles — General Suffrage and Annual 
“ Rcprefentation, together with the unalienable right in 
“ the People to reform. And that a reafonable and known 
“ compenfation ought to be made to the Reprefentatives of 
**■ the Nation by a national contribution. 

“ That the Delegates do punftually correfpond with the 
“ Society, for the purpofe of communicating information, 
“ and of receiving ftich farther inftruftions as the exigency 
“ may require.” 

“ And it was farther refolved, 

“ That the Society be defired to write to the different 
Societies with which this Society is in correfpondence, in- 
“ forming them that the London Correfpqnding Society, 
« together with this Society, have elected Delegates to the 
“ Convention of Delegates to meet at Edinburgh on the 29th 
" inftant ; and to requell their concurrence in this import- 
" ant meaftirei” 

The Delegate appears, according to his inftru&ions, tq&ave 
Correfponded with the Secretary of tlie Society ; but no refo- 
lutions are entered on the fubjefl, till the iyth of January, 
fubfequent to the apprehenfion and triahpf fevefa? of the Mem- 
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bers of the Convention at Edinburgh. On that day the So- 
ciety paffed the following rcfolutions : 


“ Refolved, That law ceafes to be an objeit of obedi- 
,f encc, whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreflion. 

“ Refolved, That we call to mind, with the deepeft fa- 
“ tisfaition, the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, 
“ once Lord Chief Juftice of England, who, at the xra of 
“ the glorious Revolution, for the many iniquitous fen- 
“ tencefc which he had paffed, was torn to pieces by a brave 
“ and injured people. 

“ Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example, deferve 
*' Ks fate. 

“ Refolved', That the Tweed, though it may divide 
“ countries, ought not, and does not make a reparation be- 
“ tween thofe principles of common fecurity in which 
“ Englifhmen and Scotchmen are equally interefted j that 
* injuftice in Scotland is injuftice in England ; and that 
“ the fafety of Englifhmen is endangered whenever their 
“ brethren in Scotland, for a conduit which entitles them 
<l to the approbation of all wife, and the fupport of all brave 
“ men, are fentenced to Botany Bay ; a punifhment hither- 
" to infliited only on felons. 

“ Refolved, That we fee with regret, but we fee with- 
** out fear, that the period is fall approaching when the 
“ liberties of Britons muft depend, not upon reafon, to 
“ which they have long appealed, nor on their powers of 
“ expreffmg it, but on their firm and undaunted refolution 
“ to oppofe tyranny by the fame means by which it is exer- 
“ cifed. 

“ Refolyed, That we approve of the conduit of the Bri- 
,f tifii Convention, who, though affailed by force, have not 
” been anfwered by arguments ; and who, unlike the Mem- 

.... . . ., .... . . ' ....... * bera 
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“ hers of a certain Affcmbly, have no intered diftinft from. 
“ the common body of the people. 

“ Refolved, That a cony of .the above Refolut'ons be 
<c tranfmitted to Citizen Skirving, Secretary to the Brkifh 
** Convention, who is now imprifoned under colour of law 
. w in the tolbooth of Edinburgh.” 


Subfequent to this period the books of the Society are full 
of repeated declarations of approbation aud attachment, ad- 
drefled to Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Margaret, and Gerald, 
the perfons recently convi&ed of fedition by the Court of Jus- 
ticiary in Scotland ; and of the mod violent and inflammatory 
attacks on the proceedings of that Court. 

Your Committee have thus far traced feparately fome of 
the leading proceedings of this Society, as appearing from the 
entries in their own books. Before they take notice of thofe 
of a more recent date, and which are in the prefent moment 
of more immediate importance, it becomes neceffary to give 
an account of the other Society, called The London Corre- 
fponding Society, becaufe the meafures which have been ad- 
opted during the lad fa weeks appear to have been the re- 
fult of a more particular and intimate concert between the two 
Societies. 

It appears from the evidence before your Committee, that 
the London Correfponding Society meets occalionally in a 
body, but that its ordinary meetings are in feparate divilions 
in different parts of the town ; that the number of thefe divi- 
fions has been gradually increafing ; and that there are now 
about thirty of them edablifhed. That there is a Secretary to 
each divifion, another to the whole body, and a General Com- 
mittee formed from one member of each divifion. That when 
the Society originally met (which is dated to have been in 
yj 02) it confided of about two hundred perfons, but that in 

l.y .W Lriviyyily oi Saulluunpliyri Li-.,,, ni B i,i M bun L jjJ^j 



C 12 3 


sfbout fix months it had conGderably increafed, and it was a- 
greed that it ffiould divide’ itfelf into ten different divifions; 
that afterwards it was the plan, that when the numbers of 
any divifion amounted to more than thirty, they fhould divide 
themfelv'es'again : That this has not been ftridtly adhered to ; 
but neverthelefs, in fome Inftances, fcveral feparate divifions 
have been formed out of one. One of thefe divifions is faid 
how to confift of fix hundred perfons, and the number of the 
others to be various. 

It farther appears, that this Society has been in the habit of 
correfpondiijg with the Societies in the country, particularly 
at Sheffield,' Mahchefler, Briflol, Coventry, Nottingham, 
Derby, Leiceftcr, Norwich, Birmingham, Leeds, Ncwcaflle 
upon Tyne, Royfton, York, Hereford, Edinburgh, and dif- 
ferent Societies in Scotland. 

This Society appears likewife, in the courfe of the year 
1795, to have ji refented an'Addrefs to'the French Convention, 
,-of'a nature fimilar to that from the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, and to Have communicated it to this latter So- 
ciety, in whofe book it is entered. 

The Committee are not enabled to lay before the Houfe a 
connected ftatement of the proceedings of the Correfponding 
Society, from the time of its inflitution, as the Committee 
are not in pofieffion.of any regular journdl of them. But they 
think it right here to infert a printed paper, which was found 
in the cuftody of the Secretary of the Society, and contains 
an Add rtfs’ ftated to have been agreed upon at a General Meet- 
ing of -this Society, on the 20th of January Jaft. 


ITfe 
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[The following .is a copy of the faid printed Paper.] 


“ At a General Meeting of the London Correfponding 
“ Society, held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on 
“ Monday the aoth day of January, 1794 ; Citizen 
“ John Martin in the Chair. The following Addrefs 
“ to the People of Great Britain and Ireland was 
“ read and agreed to. 


•‘CITIZENS;. 

“We find the nation involved in a war, by which, -in the 
‘ courfe of ONE campaign, immenfe numbers of our coun- 
‘ trymen have been flaughtercd ; a vail expence has been 
:t incurred ; our trade, commerce, and manufactories, are 
“ almoft deftroyed, and many of our manufacturers and 
lf artifts are yuined, and their families ftarving. 

To add to our afiliCtion, we have reafon to expeCt, 
“ that other taxes will foon be added to the intolerable load 
“ of impolls and impofitions with which' we are already 
“ overwhelmed ; for the purpofc of defraying the expences 
“ which have been incurred, in a fruitlefs crufade, to re* 
“ eftablilh the odious defpotifm of . France. 

“ When we contemplate the principles of this war, we 
“ confefs ourfelves to be unable to approve of it, as a mea- 
“ fure, either of juftice or difcretion } — and if we are to 
“ form our calculation of the refult, from what has already 
“ palTed, we can only look forward to defeat, and the etcr- 
“ nal difgrace of the Britifh ’name. 

“ While we are thus engaged in an expenfive and ruin- 
“ ous foreign war, our ftate at home is not lefs deplorable. 

“We are every day told, by thofe perfons who are in- 
“ terefted in fupporting the corruption lift, and an innumer- 
“ able hoft of fmecure placemen, that the Conftitution of Eng- 
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“ land is the perfe£tion of human wifdom ; that our laws 
“ (we fhould rather fay, their laws) are the perfection of 
“ juftice ; and that their adminiftration of thofe laws is fo 
“ impartial and fo ready, as to afford an equal remedy, 
“ both to the rich and to the poor ; by means of which, 
“ we are faid to be placed in a ftate of abfolute freedom, 
“ and that our rights arid liberties are fo well fecured to us 
“ as to render all invaGon of them impoflible. 

“ When we afk, how we enjoy thefe tranfcendent privi- 
“ leges? we ire referred to MAGNA CHART A, and 
“ the BILL OF RIGHTS ; and the glorious REVOLU, 
“ TION, 'in the year 1688, is held out to us as the bqj* 
“ watk of Britifh liberty. 

“ Citizens : 

“We have referred to Magna Charta, to the Sill of 
“ Rights, and to the Revolution , and we certainly do find 
“ that our anceftors did eftablilh wife and wholefome laws : 
“ But we as certainly find, that, of the venerable Confti- 
Jfttttion of our anceftors, hardly a veftige remains. 

“ The only chapters of the Great Charter, which arc 
“ now in legal exiftence, are the 14th and 29th. 

“ The important provifion of the 14th chapter runs 
“ thus : 

“ A freeman fhall not be amerced for a fmall fault, but 
“ after the manner of the fault ; and for a great fault after 
“ the greatnefs thereof, faving to him his contenement ; 
“ and a merchant likewife, faving to him his merchandize; 
“ and any other’s villain than ours fhall be likewife amerced, 
“ faving to him his wainage ; and none of the faid a.r.er- 
“ ciaments fhall be affeffed, but by the oath of honeft and 
“ lawful men of the vicinage,’’ 
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« But by the ufurped power of the judges, in aflefflng 
fines (and what fines ! !) in the cafes of mifdemeanour ; 
this glorious right of the fubje£l, of having thefe fines 
aflefled by the Jury (the only poffible prote&ion froth 
flavery and the vileft opprellion), is unjuftly and infam- 
oufly ravilhed from us. 

“ The provifion of the 29th chapter runs thus : 

No freeman (hall be taken or imprifoned, or be difleifed 
of his freehold, or liberties, or free cuftoms, or be out- 
lawed, or exiled, or any otherwife dcllroyed, nor we 
will not pafs upon him, nor condemn him, but by the 
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 
We will fell to no man, we will not deny, or defer to 
any man, either juftice or right.” 


“ The various methods now in conftant pra£tice by which 
the benefits of this provifion are totally defeated and de- 
ftroyed, might induce us to fuppofe, that the GREAT 
CHARTER has been repealed ; if we did not affiiredly 
know,, that it is the fundamental bafis of our Conftitu- 
tion ; which even the REAL reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple (much lefs the miferable nominees of HELSTONE 
and OLD SARUM) have not the right, nor (as we trull: 
it will be found' by experience) the POWER to repeal. 
Yet, what do we find in practice ? TJnconftitutional and 
illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, that is, the 
arbitrary will of the King’s Attorney General, ufurping 
the office of the ACCUSiNG Jury ; and the interefled 
oath of a vile common informer, with tire judgment of as 
vile a common trading or penfioned ju&ice, lubftituted in 
the room of our birth-right, an impartial trial by our Country . 
“ Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of judicial 


“ pjrpjjeediiigs, 
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K proceedings," the novel praCtice of arbitrarily and repeat-” 
“ edly annulling the vcrdiCts of Juries, and the dilatory 
“ praCtice of the Courts, moil openly and fhamefully con- 
,c tradiCt the claufe which forbids the denial, the delay, 
“ and' the fale of juftice. 

“ A man accufed of Felony (ior which, by the common" 
“ law of England, his life and goods are forfeited) may be 
“ bailed on finding two fureties for forty pounds each; but 
“ but upon a charge of MISDEMEANOUR by •words only, 
“ bail to the amount of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS 
“ has been demanded. 

" Upon conviction alfo, for fuch mifdemeanour, enormous 
“ fines, long and cruel imprifonments unknown to our 
“ ancient laws, and unfanctioned by any new ftatutes, have 
“ of late (and but of late) been too frequently and too 
“ oppreflively inflicted. And all this, although by this" 
“ Bill of Rights it is declared, that “ exceffive bail fhall" 
« not be demanded, nor cruel', and anufual punifhmehts 
“ infliCted. 1 ' 

“ If we look to IRELAND, we find that acknowledged 
« privilege of the people, to meet for the fupport and 
“ protection of their rights and liberties, is attempted, by 
« terror, to be taken away by a late infamous" ACt of Parfia- 
« ment : Whilft titles of honour — No, but of difhonour- — 
« are lavifhed ; and new fources of corruption opened, to 
“ gratify the greedy proftitution of thofe, who arc the in- 
“ flrutnents of this oppreffion. 

“ In SCOTLAND, the wicked hand of power has 
“ been impudently exerted, without even the wretched 
“ formali'y of an ACt of Parliament. Magillrates have 
“ forcibly intruded into the peaceful and lawful meetings 
“ of Freemen ; and, by force, (not only without law, 
“ but againfl; law), have, under colour of magifterial office,’ 
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1 interrupted their deliberations, and prevented their 
‘ affociation. 

“ The wifdom and good conduit of the BRITISH 

* CONVENTION at Edinburgh, has been fuch, as to defy 
‘ their bittereft enemies to name the law which they havd 
‘ broken Jiotwithftanding which, their papers have beeri 
‘ feized, and made ufe of as evidence againft them ; and 
‘ many virtuous and meritorious individuals have been, as 
‘ cruelly as unjultly, for their virtuous actions, difgraced 
‘ and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fentences of tranf- 
‘ portation. And thefe unjuft and wickqd judgments have 

* been executed with a rancour and malignity, never before 

* known in this land : our refpeitable and beloved fellow- 
‘ citizens. have been caft fettered into dungeons amongft 
‘ felons in the hulks, to which they were not fentenced. 


“ CITIZENS i 

We all approve the fentiments, and are 
“ daily repeating the words, for which thefe our refpeftable 
“ and valuable brethren are thus unjuftly and inhumanly 
“ fuffering. We too alTociate in order to obtain a fair, free, 
“ and full reprefentation of the people in a houfe of real 
“ national reprefentatives. Are we alfo willing to be treat- 
“ ed as felons, for claiming this our inherent right, which 
“ we are determined never to forego but with our lives, 
“ and which none but thieves and traitors can wifli to with- 
“ hold from us ? Confider, it is one and the fame corrupt 
“ and corrupting influence which at this time domineers in 
M Ireland, Scotland, and England. Can you believe, that 
“ thofe*Who fend virtuous Irifhmen and Scotchmen fettered 
“ with felons to Botany-Bay, do not meditate and will not 
“ attempt to fei2e the firfl moment to fend us after them? 
[' Or, if we had not juft caufe to apprehend the fame in- 

• - ■* PrmuJ mis vdllffliKd liv llfi 1 1 IU. »,t, vCSoutlttimplun I iV..ry nWlibWRHK 
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" hunfatf treatment ; if, in (lead of the moil imminent 
“ danger, we were in perfe£t fafety from it : Should we 

not difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever, 

“ in which our honeft Irith and Scotch brethren did not 
” equally and as fully participate with us ? Their caufc 
“ then and ours is the fame : and it is both our duty and 
“ our intereft to fland or fall togetlier. The Irifli Par- 
“ liament and the Scotch Judges, actuated by the fame 
“ Englilh influence, have brought us directly to the point. 
“ There is no farther ftep beyond that which tliey. have 
“ tajeen. We are at ifluc. We muft now chufe at once 
“ cither liberty or flavery for ourfelves and our pofterity. 
“ Will you wait till BARRACKS are erected in every 
** village, and till fibfidized Heffians and Hanoverians are 
“ upon u« ? 

“ You may alfc perhaps, by what means (hall we feek 
“ redrefs? 

“ We anfwer, that men, in a (late of civilized focicty, are 
“ bound to feek redrefs of the grievances from tike Jaws ; 
" as long as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But 
“ our common Mafter whom we ferve (whofe law is a law 
“ of liberty, and whofe fervice is perfeft freedom) has 
*' taught us not to expert to gather grapes from thorns, nor ’ 
“ figs from thirties. We muft have redrefs from our own 
<c laws, and not from the laws of our plunderers, enemies 
“ and oppreflors. 

“ TtfERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION, CIR- 
“ CUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, BUT IN A FAIR, 
“ FREE, AND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
" PEOPLE. 

“ RESOLVED, That during the enfuing Seflion of 
“ Parliament, the General Committee of this . Society do 
!' meet daily, for the purpofc of watching the proceedings 

“ of 
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& of the Parliamen t, and of the adminiflration of the Go- 
.«« vernment of this country : And that, upon the fir ft intro- 
“ duftion of any bill or motion inimical to the liberties of 
“ the people, fuch as, for LANDING FOREIGN 
“ TROOPS IN GREAT BRITAIN or IRELAND, for 
“ fufpending theHABEAS CORPUS ACT, forproclaim- 
** ing MARTIAL • LAW, OR FOR PREVENTING 
“ THE PEOPLE from MEETING IN SOCIETIES for 
“ CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION, or any O- 
“ THER INNOVATION of a funilar nature, that, on any 
“ of thefe emergencies, the General Committee fhall iflue 
“ fummonfes to the Delegates of each Divifion, and alfo to 
“ the Secretaries of the different Societies affiliated and cor- 
“ refponding with this Society, forthwith to call a GE- 
« NERAL CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, to be held 
“ at fuch place and in fuch a manner as fhall be fpecified 
“ in the fummons, for fire purpofe of talcing fuclr meafurej 
**• into their confideration. 

“ Refolved, that the preceding Addrcfs and Refolutton 
A* be ligned by the Chairman, and printed and publiflred. 

“ J. MARTIN, Chairman. 

“ T. HARDY, Secretary." 

COMMITTEE ROOM, January 23, 1794. 

“ RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

“ That a hundred thoufand Copies of rite Addrcfs -to the 
•“ People of Great Britain and Ireland, voted at the Gene- 
“ ral Meeting, be printed and diffributed by -the Society. 

“ Refolved Unanimoiijly , That the following toafts, .drank 
•** at the Anniverfary Dinner of tlie Society, be printed at 

.?* th^ r Jgg^j^ _ f| oiSauUmm ,| u „ I i-,- ,■ TOt&i|l U n l .,i| 
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ft I. THE RIGHTS OF MAN ; and may Britons ne- 
*' ver want fpirit to afiert them. 

“ IE. The Britifh Convention, lately held at Edinburgh ; 
ft and fuccefs to the important objefl it had in view. 

“ HI. Citizen William Skirvin, charged by the fentence 
“ of the Court of Judiciary, with the honour of being the 
ft caufe of calling that Convention. 

“ IY. The London Cerref pointing Society , aud other pa- 
“ triotic Societies of Great Britain and Ireland. 

't V. Citizen Alaurice Margaret , the condemned De- 
f‘ legate of this Society ; and may his manly and patriotic 
“ condutt be rewarded by the attachment of the people. 

“ Citizen Qerrald then arofe, and. in a dream of infpir- 
“ ing eloquence, pronounced the jud eulogium of this 
f‘ truly valuable Citizen, fo emphatically called by Citizen 
“ siitebinfon (one of the witnefles on his. trial) the SECOND 
ft SIDNEY. He concluded with wilhing we might ra- 
“ -ther die the lajl of Brili/h Freemen , than live the firfl of 


f‘ VI- Citizen Jofeph Gerrald, the other Delegate of this 
*t Society, now under pr.ofecution ; and may his conclud- 
u ing feutiment be engraved upon every Britilh heart. 

t‘ VII. The tranfadtions at Toulon. May Britons re- 
tt member them as they ought, and profit by dear, bought 
■ft experience. 

“ VIII. Citizen Hamilton Roan, and the other true pa- 
“ triots of Ireland s and may the authors of the Cotivcntion- 
“ bill find that they have committed a bull. 

tt IX. Citizens Muir and Palmer — May their fentence 
“ be fpeedily reverfexT,' and Botany Bay be peopled with a 
( t colony of ree/l criminals. 

“ X. Succefs to the arms of freedom againd whomfo- 
ft ever directed j and confufion to defpots with whomfoever 
" allied, ' ' 


If XI, 
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ct XI. All that is good in every conjiitution : and may we 
cc never be fuperditious enough to reverence in any that 
“ which is good for nothing. 

“ XII. Citizen Thomas Paine — May his virtue rife fu- 
“ perior to calumny and fufpicion, and hig name ftill be 
“ dear to Britons. 

“ XIII. Lord Lough bo rough, the Earl of Moira, Sir 
« Gilbert Elliot , and the other apoltates from liberty 5 and 
“ may they enjoy the profits of their apoflafy fo tong as 
,** they live. 

“ XIV. A fpeedy and honourable peace with the brave 

republic of France. 

“ XV. The Jlnrving nianufaElurers and neglected pea - 
“ fitntry of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ XVI. Citizen John Frojl ; and a fpeedy reftoration of 
“ that health which lie loft in the dungeons of Newgate. 

“ XVII. The virtimis and fpirited Citizens, now in con- 
“ finement for matter? of opinion : And may we fliew them 
ft by our conduft, that they are not forgotten.” 

On tliis paper it appears unneccfiliry to offer any comment, 
or to do more than call the attention of the Iloufe to the 
concluding Refolution. 

On the 27th of March the Society fent a letter to the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, to which the Committee alfo 
feel it right to call the attention of the Houfe, as it led to 
the particular concert already taken notice of, between the 
two Societies, and to the recent meafures founded thereupon, 
which now remain to be taken. notice of. 

This letter, and the Refolutions of the two Societies in con- 
fequence, are Rated in a printed paper, which was like Wife 
found in the cuftody of the Secretary of the Society, a copy 
of which is here fubjoined. They are alfo entered in the 
jsoqkiof vihc Societyi fot Conflitu^onaLiInformation^ m>" - - ; . 

" March 
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“ March 27th 1794. 

“ To the Secretary of the Society for Couflitutional In- 
formation. 

“ Citizen, 

“ I am direfted by the London Correfponding Society 
“ to tranfmit the following Refolutions to the Society for 
“ Conftitutional Information, and to requeft the fentiments 
** of that Society refpeCling the important rneafures which 
“ the prefent juncture of affairs feems to require. The 
“ London Correfponding Society conceives tliat the mo. 
“ ment is arrived when a full and explicit declaration is 
“ neceffary from all the friends of freedom — Whether the 
“ late illegal and unheard of profecutions and fentences 
“ fliall determine us to abandon our caufe, or fhall excite 
“ us to purfue a radical reform with an ardor proportioned 
“ to the magnitude of the objcCt. and with a zeal as dif- 
“ tingi’iflied 0:1 our pares as the treachery of others in the 
“ fame glorious caufe is notorious. The Society for Con- 
“ ftitutional Information is therefore required to determine 
“ whether or no they will be ready, when called upon, to 
M z€t in conjunction with this and other Societies, to ob- 
“ tain a fair reprefentation of the people : Whether they 
“ concur with us in feeing the neceffity of a fpeedy Con- 
“ vention, for the'purpofe of obtaining, in a conflitution- 
“ al arid legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances under 
" which we at prefent labour, and which can only be ef- 
“ feCtually removed by a full and fair reprefentation of the 
“ people of Great Britain. The London Correfponding 
41 Society cannot but remind their friends, that the prefent 
“ crifis demands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, 
“ that ever was or can be exerted by men or Britons ; nor 
“ do they doubt but that manly firmnefs and confiftency 
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" will finally, and they believe fliortly, terminate m the 
** full accomplithment of all their withes. 

“ T am, Fellow Citizen, 

“ (In my humble meafure) 

“ A Friend to the Rights of Man, 

“ T. HARDY, Secretary. 

Refolved Unanimoufly, 

“ I. That, dear as jullice and liberty are to Britons, yet 
" the value of them is comparatively fmall without a de- 
“ pendence on their permanency ; and there can be no 
“ fecurity for the continuance of any right but in equal 
“ laws. 

“ II. That equal laws can never be expe£led but by a 
“ full and fair reprefentation of the people. To obtain 
“ which, in the way pointed out by the Conftitution, has 
“ been and is the foie objc£t of this Society. For this we 
“ arc ready to hazard every thing j and never, but with 
“ our lives, will we reliuquifli an object which involves 
“ the happinefs, or even the political exigence, of out- 
“ felves and poftcrity. 

“ III. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, thaS 
“ to fecure ourfelves from future illegal and fcandalous- 
“ profecutions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and un- 
“ juft fentences, and to recal thofe wifi? and wholefome 
“ laws that have been wrefted from us, and of winch 
“ fcarcely a veftige remains, there ought to be immediatc- 
“ ly a Convention of the people, by delegates deputed for 
“ that purpofe from the.different Societies of the friends of 
“ freedom, aflembled in the various parts of this nation.' 
“ And we pledge ourfelves to the public to purfue every 
“ legal method fpeqdily to acgomplilh fo defirable a pur- 
f f pofe. 
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“ it was refolved by the Society for CoitflitUtional Infoi-t 
*« mation, That their Secretary fhould allure the London 
“ Correfponding Society, that they heartily approved of 
“ their intentions, and Would co-operate with them in ob- 
taining an objeft of fo much importance to the peace and 
“ happinefs of Society. Aftd that he alfo requeft the Lon- 
“ don Correfponding Society to fend a delegation of its 
“ members to confer upon the fubjefl, with an equal pum- 
“ ber of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 

“ A meeting of the Delegates from the' two Societies be- 
“ ing held, they came to the following refblutions. 


** Refolved, 

“ Firft, That it appears to this Committee very definable, 
“ that a Convention, or General Meeting of the Friends of 
“ liberty, fhould be called, for the purpofc of taking into' 
“ confideration the proper methods of obtaining a full and 
“ fair Representation of the People. 

“ Second, That it be recommended to the Society for 
c< Confiitutional Information, and London Correfponding 
“ Society, to inftitute a regular and prefling correfpon- 

* dence with all thofe parts of the country where fuch mea- 

* fures may be likely to be promoted, not only to inftigatc 
**■ the Societies already formed, but to endeavour alfo to 
“ produce fuch other Aflbciations as may further the ge- 
“ neral objeft. 

c ‘ Third, That it appears to this Committee, that the 
il general objeft would be pro.moted if a Standing Commit- 
“ tee of Co-operation between the two Societies were efta- 
“ biiflied, for the purpofe of holding perfonal communiea- 
“ tionswith fuch Members of fimilar Societies in other 
“ parts of the country, as may occafionally be in London, 
“ and who may be authorifed by their rcfpe&ive Societies, 
“ to.a^;wit!i;fuchi Comniittee.i’v i,i a .ririK'-i i n-Bihsmio.. Mu* 

« The 



( s 5 i 

,f The abov.e refoljitions being reported to the Society 
*' for Conftitutional Information, it was by them refolved, 
“ that, the fanle fhould be entered on their books as part of 
“ the proceedings of the Society; and the Committee of 
“ Correfpondence was appointed to co-operate with the 
“ Committee of the London Corrfefponding Society, in 
“ conformity with the third refolution.” 

It further appears, from correfpondence of a receut date 
between different Societies iff the country, dnd the Secretary 
of the Correfponding Society, that fome time in the coiirfe of 
a few weeks paff, Circular Letters had a£tually been fent to 
different parts of the kingdom, on the fubjeft of affcmbling a 
Convention, and a printed paper to this effect has been found 
in the cuftody of the Secretary to the Society; which is here 
inferred, and which your Committee have good reafon to be- 
lieve is a copy of the Circular Letter referred toi 

[The following is a Copy of the faid printed Paper.] 

“ CITIZENS ! 

“ The critical mobieilt is arrived, and Britons muff el* 
“ ther affert with zeal and firmnefs their claims to liberty, 
“ or yield, without refiftance, to the chains that minifterial 
“ ufurpation is forging for them. Will you co-operate 
“ with us in the only peaceable meafure that now prefents 
“ itfelf with any profpeft of fuccefs ? We need not inti- 
“ mate to you, that, notwithftanding the unparalleled auda- 
“ city of a comipt and overbearing Fadtion, which at pre- 
“ font tramples on the rights and liberties of the- people, 
“ our meetings cannot in England be interrupted, without. 
“ the previous, adoption of a Convention Bill : A meafure, 
*5 it is our duty to anticipate, that the ties .of union may 
■ be more firmly drawn, and the fjntiments- andrj -views of 

Primed inwacdiaiSm-dhy oi Suull.umplon l.r w 
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“ the -different Societies throughout the nation be compared, 
“ while it is yet in our power, fo as to guide and dire£t the 
“ future operations of the Friends of Freedom. Roufc 
“ then to one exertion more ; and let us fliew our confci- 
“ oufnefs of this important truth — “ If we are to be beaten 
“ down with threats, profccutions, and ’illegal fentences, 
“ we arc unworthy — we are incapable of- liberty.” — We 
“ mull, however, be expeditious. Hcflians and Auftriaus 
u are already among us j and, if we tamely fubmit, a cloud 
“ of thefe armed Barbarians may Ihortly be poured m upon 
“ us. Let us form, then, another Britifli Convention. 
“ We have a central fituation in Our view, which we bc- 
“ lieve would be moll convenient for the whole ifland ; 
“ but which we forbear to mention, (entreating your con- 
“ fidence in this particular), till we have the anfwcr of tlie 
“ Societies with which we are in covrcfpohdence. Let us 
“ have your anfwer, then, by the 20th, at fartheft, earlier, 
“ if polliblc, whether you approve of the meafurc, and how 
“ many delegates you can fend, with the number alfo, if 
“ polTtble, of your Societies. 

“ We remain yours, in civic affeflion, 

“ The London Corresponding Society. 

“ T. Hardy, Secretary. 


“ For the management of this bufmefs, we have appoint- 
“ ed a Secret Committee 5 you will judge how far it is ne- 
“ ceffary for you to do the fame.” 

Subfequent to the proceedings now ftated, there was, ano- 
ther general meeting of the Correfponding Society, held at 


Chalk Farm, — the proceedings of which are ftated in a printed 
paper likewife found on the Secretary of the Society, and 
which your Committee find has been circulated by order of 

' l,v tlic L'lnvtrsily A'&n** I il™, ITgUwHio. Uni! 

Th# 
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This paper is hire inferted(as follows): 

“ At a GENERAL MEETING of the London Corvefpon- 
“ ding Society, held on the Green at Chalk Farm, on 
“ Monday the 14th of April 1794, J. LOVETT in the 
“ Chair,' The following Letters were read. 

»< TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY OF THE 
“ FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE- 


“ Sir, 

,c AT a criGs fo important as the prefent, there needs no 
“ apology on the part of the “ London Correfponding Society ,” 

. “ for addreffing itfelf to all other aflociated Societies, who 
“ have in view the fame object as themfelveg. 

“ To the “ Society of the Friends of the People" arguments 
“ arc not wanting to dhow the importance and abfolute ne- 
“ peflity of a full and fair reprefentation of the people of 
“ Gregt Britain. They have ..inveftigated -the fubj.e£t for 
” themfelveg ; they, have expofed to the world 3 jerie? of 
“ plain and indifputable fa£ts, which mud excite in the 
“ mind of every man well difpofed to his country, ap.gre- 
“ henGons of alarm for the l'scuriry of the few remaining 
“ vediges of liberty, from which, as Britons, we derive 
f< confolation. 

“ Deeply imprefled with conGderations of this nature, 
“ the London Correfponding Society earneftly folicits at 
“ this time, the concurrence and afliflance of the Society of 
“ the Friends of the People, in aficmbling, as fpeedily as the 
“ nature of the bufinefs will admit, a Convention of the 
“ Friends of Freedom, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a 
“ legal and confiitutional method, a full and effeftual rf- 
,f prefentation, 

“ Our requed is nof mads from the impreffions of tits 
?[ jpoment, but after tltc matured deliberations on the v;j- 

** 1,114; 
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* f luc and Importance of the ohjeft for which yrc are con- 
tending, and of the difficulties we may expect from tfcpfe 
“ whofe prefent interefts render them hoftile to the welfare 
of their country. 

“ The oppoGtion of fuch perfons is no fmall argument 
“ for the goodnefs of our caufe ; and their late conduct, 
f f i when compared with their former profeffions, exhibits a 
“ depravity^ unparalleled, we truft, on the page of hi- 
“ ftory. 

“ Under the aufpices of apoftate reformers, we have late- 
“ ly beheld ferious and alarming encroachments on the li- 
“ bertics of the people. 

“ Weliave feen, with indignation and horror, men /eg illy 
“ and ficaccabjy affemblcd, difperfed by unconflitutional 
“ powers, and their gapers feized. 

“ Wc have feen fome of our moft virtuous brethren, 
“ whofe only prime has been ah imitation of Mr Pitt and 
“ hi's aflociates, fcntcnccd to fourteen years tranfportation, 
“ without the Tan&ion of law, or even of precedent, of 
“ which number, one was held up in the Britifli Parlia- 
rnent as convicted and condemned, before he was even put 
“ upon his trial. 

“ The inndious attempts alfo to introduce foreign troops 
“ into this country, without the confent of Parliament, and 
“ the intended bill to embody foreigners into his Majefty’s 
“ fcrvice, arc meafures fufficiently calculated to awaken 
“ our fears, for the exigence even of tlie name of liberty. 
“ Nor can we overlook that part of the prefent fyftem of 
“ corruption, whjcH maintains, out of the public plunder, a 
“ train of fpies, more dangerous to fociety than fo many 
“ aflaffins, whofe avowed buGnefs is to deflroy the friends 
** of the country, one by one. 

“ Tbefe are grievances^ which demand immediate redrefs, 
“ and, when added to thofc evils which are neceflarily con- 
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“ nedled with every partial reprefentation of the people, 
." >caU for the ftrenuous exertions of every lover of his coun- 
try.- 

“ But we are told that the prefent is not the time for 
“ reform, ap’d' that innovation may introduce difturbance. 
“ Are thofe perfons to judge of the proper time to make a 
‘'reform* who ext(t only by corruption ? Are the people 
“ of Britain to endure every tiling without repining, with- 
“ out ardently feeking a radical reform, becaufe difturbanccs 
“ may happen ? Have the enemies to reform told. US whence 
“ thefe dilturbances are to originate ? ^Has a fjngle overt 
adt been committed by the friends to freedom ? Have not 
all the riots, all the public diflurbances, all the feditious 
“ afl'emblies been excited by the enemies to reform ? And 
<( do they mean fo tell us, that they will ftill find other in- 
.‘‘-ftruments for their wicked defigns ; that they have yef 
“ thofe who will a£t over again the outrages that have been 
" perpetrated. ^n fomc parts of Britain, and attempted, in 
“ others ? 

<c If fuch is the determination of thofe perfons hoflile to 
f c a fair reprefentation, let them hot to the cotftquences, but 
“ let them recoiled!: that it has happened, and may happen 
“ again, that tliofc who kindled the flames have perilhed by 
“ them. 

“ The ft hinds to reform are friends to peace ; their prin- 
ft ciples can be promoted only by peaceable means; they 
“ know of no other method of obtaining the objedl they 
“ deflre. But they will not be alarmed by the threats of 
“ venal ap fates ; they will not draw back becaufe they have 
“ feen fome of their bed friends doomed to exile. They 
“ will purfue the courfe in which they have begun, and turn 
“ neither to the right nor to the left. . 

“ Convinced as the London Correfponding Society is, 
{J thatap there is { nc> power wl^ich fo . t^eir is no 

► power 
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" power which can finally withflancj. the juft and ftcady de~ 

V- mands of a people rcfolved to be free : they will tlicrc- 
<f fore look with confidence to the determination , and, they 
“ hope, to the co-operation of the “ Society if the Friends of 
“ the People ,” in the attainment of an object which in- 
“ volves the deareft interefts of fociety. 

“ Convinced alfo that their intentions are of tire pureft 
“ kind, they will never (loop to anfwcr the calumuies of 
“ their enemies ; but will at all times, and in all circum- 
“ (lances, endeavour, by firmnefs and perfeverance, to de- 
“yfOrve the countenance and approbation of the bell friends 
“ of their country, the friends of a fair reprefentation of the 
,{t "people' f Great Britain. 

u 1 am. Sir, 

“ For the London Correfponding Society, 

“ THOMAS HARDY, Sec.” 

« Aprils 1794. 

« COMMITTEE ROOMS. 

, Frith-Street, April 11. 1794. 

“ Sir, 

« YOUR letter of the 4th inftant, addrefled to Mr 
« Sheridan, Chairman of the FRIENDS OFTHEPEO- 
“ PLE, was laid before that SOCIETY at their meeting 
on Saturday lad ; and they inftruclcd their Committee to 
«« thank the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY 
« for their communication, and to exprefs the alarm they 
“ feel in common with every friend of liberty, at the late 
* ! extraordinary proceedings of Government, fo ably de» 

** tailed, and fo juftly reprobated by your Society. They 
f allure you, that all the friends of reform may “ look with 
“ confidence to the determination and co-operation ” of 
“ this Society, in every peaceable apd conftitutional meafure [ 
“ which (hall tppear to them calculated to promote the ob- I 
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*.* jecl of their inftitution ; but they do not think, that 
“ which is recommended in your letter, is likely to ferve its 
“ profefled purpofe. They fear it will furnifh the enemies 
<‘ of reform with the means of calumniating its advocates, 
“ and, fo far from forwarding the caufe, will deter many 
“ from countenancing that which they approve. For thefe 
“ reafons, the Friends of the People muft decline to fend 
“ Delegates to the Convention propofed by the London Cor- 
“ refponding Society : At the fame time, they renew their 
“ a durances of good will, and defire of preferving a pro- 
“ per underftanding and cordiality among all the friends of 
“ parliamentary reform, notwithftanding any difference of 
“ opinion that may occur as to the beft method of accom- 
“ plifhing it. 

“ In name, and by order of the Committee, 

“ W. BRETON, Chairman.” 

“To Mr T. Hardy, Secretary to the 
London Cornfponding Society. 


“ T ‘he following RESOLUTIONS were then pnffed unani- 
(< Refolved unanimoufly, 

“ I. THAT this Society have beheld with riGng indig. 
“ nation, proportioned to the enormity of the evil, the late 
“ rapid advances of defpotifm in Britain ; the invafion of 
“ public feeurity ; the contempt of popular opinion and 
" the violation of all thofe provifions of the Conftitution 
“ intended to prote£t the people againlt the encroachments 
“ of power and prerogative. 

“ II. 'That our abhorrence and deteftation have been 
“ particularly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious 
“ proceedings pf t^e £qurt of 
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“ all the doctrines and pra&tces of the Star Chamber j i* 

“ the times of Charles the Firll, have been revived .and 
“ aggravated ; and where fentences have been pronounced i 
“ in open violation of all law and juflicej which niufl flrike 
“ deep into the heart of every man the melancholy con- 
“ vision that Britons are no Longer free. 

“ III. That the whole proceedings of the late Britifh 
“ Convention of the People at Edinburgh, are fuch as claim 
“ our approbation and applaufe. 

“ IV. That the conduit of- Citizens Margarot and 
“ Gerald in particular, by its flriit conformity with our 
“ wilhes and inftruilions, and the ability, firmnefs, and 
“ difinterefted patriotifm which it fo eminently difplnyed, 

“ has infpired an cnthuGafm of zeal and attachment, which 
“ no time can obliterate, and no perfccution remove ; and 
“ that we will preferve their names engraven on our hearts 
“ till we have an opportunity to vedrefs their wrongs. 

« V. That any attempt to violate thofe yet remaining 
“ laws, which were intended for the fecurity ofEnglilhmen 
“ againft the tyranny of Courts and Minifters, and the 
“ corruption of dependent Judges, by vefting in fuch judges 
“ a legiflative or arbitrary power, (fuch as has lately been 
“ exercifed by the Court of Judiciary in Scotland), ought 
“ to be conGdred as diflblving entirely the focial compact 
“ between the Englifh nation' and their Governors, and 
“ driving them to an immediate appeal to that incontrovcrt- 
“ ible maxim of eternal juftice, that the fufety of the people 
“ is the supreme, and, in cojes of neceffity, the only law. 

“ VI. That the arming and difeiplining, in this country, 

“ either with or without the confent of Parliament, any 
“ bands of emigrants and foreigners, driven from their own 
“ country for their known attachment to an infamous despo- 
ft tism, is an outrageous attempt to overawe and intimidate 

army 

“ of 
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“ of mercenary cut-throats, whofc views and intereji muft 
“ of neceflity be in direft oppofition to thofe of die nation, 
“ and that no pretence whatever ought to induce the people 
“ to fubmit to fo unconjlitutional a meafure. 

“ VII. That the unconftitutional projefl: of railing money 
“ and troops by forced benevolences, (and no benevolences 
“ col left ed upon requifition from the King or his minifters 
“ can ever in reality be voluntary), and the equally unjufti- 
“ fiable meafure of arming one part of the people againfl 
“ the other, brought Charles the Firft to the block, and 
“ drove James the Second and his pofterity from the throne ; 
“ and that confequently minifters, in advifing fuch mca- 
“ fuves, ought to confider whether they are not guilty of 
“ High Treafon. 

“ VIII. That this Society have beheld with confiderablc 
" pleafure the conjiftent refpeEl which the Houfe of Lords 
“ difplayed for their own Conftitutional rules and orders on 
“ the fourth of the prefent month, upon the motion of Earl 
“ Stanhope, concerning the interference of minifters in the 
“ internal Government of France ; and that it is the firm 
“ conviftion of this Society, that this circumftance. when 
“ properly detailed, will have a confiderablc effeft in con- 
“ vincing the country at large of the true dignity and utili— 
“ ty of that branch of his HIS MAJESTY'S PARLIA- 
« MENT. 

“ IX. That the thanks of this meeting be given to Earl 
“ Stanhope for his. manly and patriotic conduft during 
“ the prefent feflion of Parliament ; a conduft which (un» 
“ fupported as it has been in the Senate, of which he is fo 
<£ truly honourable a Member) has, together with the time- 
“ ly interference of certain fpirited and patriotic Afiocia- 
“ tions, been neverthelefs already produftive of the falu- 
u tary elfeft of chafing the Ileflian and Hanoverian merce- 

PriiiuiJ hy lh« r>i i; iii^,|JarieS 
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navies from our coafts, who, but for thefe exertions, 
might have been marched ere this into the very heart of 
the country, together with others of their countrymen, 
to have peopled the Barracks which cvery-wherc infult 
the eyes of Britons. 

“ X. That it is the firm conviftion of this Society, that a 
ftcady perfeverance in the fame bold and energetic fenti- 
ments which have lately been avowed by the Friends of 
Freedom, cannot fail of crowning with ultimate triumph 
the virtuous caufe in which we are engaged ; fincc, what- 
ever may be the interefted opinion of hereditary fenators, 
or packed majorities of pretended reprefentatives, Truth 
and. Liberty, in an age fo enlightened as the prefent, mull 
be invincible and omnipotent.” 


“ 'This Society having already addrejfed M. MarcarOt, 
“ their Delegate, an ADDRESS to JOSEPH GERALD 
“ w as read as follows, and carried unaninmfy. 

“ To JOSEPH GERALD, a prifoner fentenced by the 
“ High Court of JuJliciary of Scotland, to Tranf- 
“ portation beyond the Seas fr FOURTEEN 
•< YEARS ! 

“ \Ye behold in you, our beloved and refpe&ed friend 
and felfow-citizcn, a martyr to the glorious caufc of Equal 
Rcprefentation, and we cannot permit you .to leave this 
degraded country without expreffing the infinite obliga- 
tions the people at large, and we in particular, owe to 
you for your very fpirited exertions in that caufe upon e- 
very occafion ; but upon none more confpicuoufly than 
during the fitting of the British Convention of the 
PEOPLE at Edinburgh, and the confequcnt proceeding 
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(we will not call it trial ) at the bar of the Court of Juf- 
ticiary. 

“ We know not what molt deferves our admiration, the 
fplendid talents with which you are fo eminently diltin- 
guiflied, the exalted virtues by which they have been di- 
rected, the perfeverance and undaunted firmnefs which 
you fo nobly difplayed in refilling die wrongs of your in- 
fuited and opprefled country, or, your prefent manly and 
philofophical fuffering under an arbitrary , and, till of late, 
unprecedented fentence — a fentence, one of the moll vin- 
dictive and cruel that has been pronounced fince the days 
of that moll infamous and cvcr-to-be-detejled Court of Star 
Chamber, the enormous tyranny of which coll the firlt 
Charles his head. 

“ To you and to your affociates we feel ourfelves moll 
deeply indebted. For us it is, that you are fuffering the 
fentence of tranfportation with felons, the vilelt outcalls 
of fociety ! For us it is, that you are doomed to the in- 
hofpitable fiiores of New Holland ; where, however, we 
doubt not you will experience confiderable alleviation by 
the remembrance of that virtuous conduct for which it 
is impofed on you, and by the fincere regard and elteem 
of your fellow-citizens. 

“ The equal laws of this country have, for ages pall, been 
the boaft of its inhabitants : But, whither are they now 
fled ? We are animated by the fame fentiment3, are 
daily repeating the fame words, and committing the fame 
aCtions for which you are thus infamoufly fentenced ; and 
we will repeat and commit them until we have obtained 
redrefs ; yet we are unpunilhed ! Either therefore the 
law is unjult towards you, in inflicting punijbmcnt on the 
exertions of virtue and talents or it ought not to deprive 
us of our Pare in the GLORY of the martyrdom. 
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« We again, therefore, pledge ourfclves to you and to 
“ our country, never to ceafe demanding our rights from 
“ thofe who have ufurped them, until, having obtained an 
“ Equal Reprefentation of the People, we (hall be enabled 
“ to hail you once more with triumph to your native coun- 
« try. We wifh you health and happinefs ; and be allured 
“ we never, never (hall forget your name, your virtues , nor 
“ YOUR GREAT EXAMPLE. 

“ The London Correfponding Society. 

« JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 

“ THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
“ The 14th of April 1794.” 


“ It was alfo unanimoujly Rcfohtd, 

“ That the Committee of Correfpondence be dire&ed to 
“ convey the approbation of this Society — I. To Archibald 
“ Hamilton Rowan, prifoner in the Newgate of the city of 
“ Dublin, for his unlhakcn attachment to the people, and 
“ for his fpirited afiertion of their rights-. 

“ II. To John Philpot Curran, for his admirable and 
“ energetic defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles 
“ of liberty, as well as for his pratriotic conduit in Par- 
“ liament. 

'“'HI. To the Society of United Irilhmen in Dublin, 
“ and to exhort them to perfevere in their exertions to ob- 
“ tain juftice for the people of Ireland. 

“ IV. To Skirving, Palmer, and Muir, fulFering the 
“ fame iniquitous fentences, and in the fame caufe with 
“ our Delegates. 

“ V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their fo- 
“ readily and difintereltedly giving bail for our Delegates, 
“ inftigated thereto folely by their attachment to liberty, 
“ uninfluenced by any perfonal confideration. 
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u VI. To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and James 
« Gibfon, for their able affidance given to Jofeph Gerald, 
“ at the bar of the High Court of Judiciary at Edinburgh. 

“ VII. To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Mancheder, 
“ and the people at large, on the event of his, as well as 
“ feveral other late trials, and on the developement of the 
“ infamy of a fydem of fpies and informers. 

“ VIII. To Sir Jofeph Mawbey, for his manly condudb 
“ at the late furreptitious Meeting held at Epfom in Sur- 

“ rc y- 

“ It was alfo unanimoujly Refolved, ^ 

“ That 200,000 copies of the Proceedings and Refolu- 
“ tions of this Meeting be printed and publiflied. 

“ J. LOVETT, Chairman. 

“ T. HARDY, Secretary. 

“ Refolved, 

“ That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Chair- 
“ man, for his manly and impartial conduct this day. 

“ T. HARDY, Secretary." 

From a review of thefe tranfadlions your Committee feel 
it impoffible not to conclude, that the meafures which have 
been dated are diredted to the objedt of affembling a meeting, 
which, under the name of a General Convention, may take 
upon itfelf the chara&er of a General Reprefentation of the 
People. However at different periods die term of Parliamentary 
Reform may have been employed, it is obvious that the prefent 
view of thefe Societies is not intended to be profecuted by any 
application to Parliament, but, on the contrary, by an open at- 
tempt to fuperfedc the Houfe of Commons in its repre Tenta- 
tive 
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live capacity, and to affume to itfelf all the fun&ions and 
powers of a National Legillature. 

This objeft, as what is really intended to be attained by 
affembling a Convention, appears exprefsly and pointedly 
ftated, even. as early as the 15th of April 1793, in the letter 
to the United Societies at Norwich, already referred to ; and 
the fame letter fufliciently explains the policy in confequcnce 
of which, fubfequent to that period, the topic of Parliament- 
ary Reform has been ftill oftenfibly brought forward in fome 
of the communications which have been made public. As a 
farther illuftration of this obfervation, your Committee think 
it not immaterial to remark, that in a letter from Margarot, 
at Edinburgh, to the Secretary of the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information, in December 1 793, it is particularly re- 
commended to him, not to introduce politics in his letter, or 
at leajl nothing but what concerns Reform. Whatever difguife 
however may have been employed in an earlier period, feems 
in the later proceedings to have been wholly relinquiflied. 
The objeft is ftill ftated to be a fair and equal reprefentation 
of the people ; but a General Convention of the People, to 
be chofen by the Delegates of the different Societies, is pro- 
pofed for the purpofe of obtaining this end. No mention is 
made of any application to Parliament, or of any amendment 
of the reprefentation in Parliament. 

The circular letter, inferted in a former part of this Report, 
recommends forming another Britilh Convention, to be held 
in a central jiluation moft convenient for the whole iflandj 
and ftates the appointment of a Secret Committee for that pur- 
pofe. 

The third refolution paffed by the Correfponding Society on 
the'27th of March, and communicated to the Society forCon- 
ftitutional Information, which was the foundation of the fub- 
fequent joint proceedings of the two Societies, ftates the ob- 
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je£t of the Convention to be for the purpofe “ of fecuring 
themfelves from future illegal and fcandalous profecutions, to 
prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, and re- 
cal thofe wife and wholefome laws whicli have been wrefted 
from them.” Terms which appear to your Committee to be 
material, not fo much on account of their general inflamma- 
tory tendency, as becaufe they evidently point at obtaining a 
redrefs of fuppofed grievances, not by application to Parlia- 
ment, but by a£ls of authority to be exercifed by themfelves. 

The refolutions afterwards palled on the 14th of April, con- 
tain open attacks on all the branches of the Legiflature, and 
a direCt invitation to the people to refift meafures then in the 
contemplation of the Legiflature ; and exprefsly ftating, that 
they ought equally to be refilled, whether hdopted with or 
without the confent of Parliament. 

When, in addition to thefe confiderations, the Committee 
refleft on the leading circumftances which they have already 
ftated, of the declared approbation, at an early period, of the 
doCtrine of the Rights of Alan., as ftated in Paine’s publica- 
tions 5 of the Connection and Intcrcourfe with French Socie- 
ties, and with the National Convention, and of the fubfe- 
quent approbation of the French Syftem ; and confidcr, that 
thefe are the principles which the promoters of a Convention 
evidently make the foundation of all their proceedings ; they 
are fatisfied, that the defign now openly profefled and aCled 
upon, aims at nothing lefs than what is ftated in his Majefty’s 
meflage, and mull be confidered as a traiterous confpiracy for 
the fubvCrfion of the eftablilhed Laws and Conftitution, and 
the introduction of that fyftem of anarchy and confufion which 
has fatally prevailed in France. 

There Hill remain two points connected with what has 
been already ftated, which your Committee have not yet had the 

Primyd Imam- di - jiiii-.d by il.g l rfcvsily , 1 I rjw» rv.-iiiif 



( 4 ° y 

opportunity of invc (ligating as fully as they wifh, but which 
appear too important to be wholly palled over. 

It appears to your Committee, that in fome of the Societies 
referred to, propofals have been received, and that meafures 
have recently been taken, for providing arms to be diftributed 
among the members of the Societies. 

It alfo appears, from fuch information as your Committee 
have hitherto had the opportunity of receiving, that fince the 
apprehenfion of the perfons in whofe cullody the papers were 
found which have been referred to your Committee, there have 
been feveral Meetings of the Societies in different parts of 
the metropolis 5 that the defigns which were before entertain- 
ed have been by no means abandoned ; and that, on the con- 
trary, there have been fome indications of a difpofition to con- 
cert means for forcibly refilling fuch meafures as may be taken 
for defeating their accomplilhment, or for bringing the authors 
and abettors of them to juftice. 


PND OF THl* FIRST REPORT, 



SECOND R F. P O R T. 


THE COMMITTEE to wliom the feveral Pa- 
pers referred to in his Majefty’s Meflage of the{ 

1 2th Day of May 1794, and which were pre- 
fented (fealed up) to the Houfe, by Mr Secre- 
tary Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th Days of 
the faid Month, by his Majefty’s Command, 
tvere referred ; and who were directed to exa- 
mine the Matters thereof, and report the fame, 
as they fhould appear to them to the Houfe; 

T T AVE further proceeded in the examination of the books 
-*■ and papers referred to them by the Houfe, and of 
fuch other information as they have fince obtained. 

The latter has confifted of a variety of examinations and 
depofitions taken before the Privy Council, of Papers found 
in the cuftody of different perfons who have been apprehend- 
ed, and of accounts received by the Secretary of State rela- 
tive to difeoveries made at Edinburgh, and in different parts 
of Scotland ; all of Much have been laid before your Com- 
mittee. 

The refult appears to your Committee firongly to confirm 
nil the propofitions which they found it their duty, on the 
outfet of their enquiry, to fubmit to the Houfe, and to leave 
no doubt of the nature, extent, and malignity of the extra- 
vagant defigns which have been formed, pf the regularity and 
A fyfiem,- 
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fyftem with which thefe defigns have been purfued, or of the 
>apid progrefs of the meafures which had been taken in order 
to attempt to carry them fpeedily into execution. 

Before the Coinin' tree iubinit to the Houfe fuch further de- 
tails as appear nereflary to give a general and cotnprehenfive 
view of the fubjedl, and to (hew the origin and progrefs of the 
plan which has been in agitation, they think it right to call the 
attention of the Houfe to fome tranfadtions of a recent date, 
and which appear to be of fo much importance as to deferve a 
feparate ftatement. 

The firfl of thefe has already been Ihortly referred to in the 
former report, and relates to the meafures taken for providing 
arms, to be diftributed among the members of the feveral fo- 
eieties, and for preparing the means of employing adlual force 
in the execution of their projedh 

The circumflance which firll came under the obfervation 
of your Committee, containing a diftindt trace of meafures cf 
this description, was a letter from a perfon in Sheffield, by 
profeffiou a printer, (who has fince abfeonded) which was 
thus addrefled — “ \Citizen Hardy, Secretary of the Loudon 
“ Cprrefponding Society,” and which was found in the pof» 
feffion of Hardy on the 12th day - of May lull, when lie was 
taken into cuftody. 

The letter is as follows : 

* fellow Citizens, Sheffield, April. 24. 1794. 

“ The barefaced a ri Roc racy of the prefeut Adminillraiion 
“ has made it uecellary tlut we Humid be prepared to act on 
“ .the ilefenfive agaiull any attack they may command iheir 
“ newly armed minions to make upon us A plan has been 
“ hit upon ; and if encouraged fufficiently, will, no doubt, 
“ have the efiedf of furnilhing a quantity of pike 3 to the pa- 
“ tr * oCs » gft-'Jt enough to make them formidable. The blades 

are 
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“ are made of fteel,’ tempered and poliflied after an approved 
“ form. They may be fixed, into any lliafts ; but fir ones ace 
“ recommended, of the girth of the accompanying hoops at 
“ the top end, and about an inch more at the bottom. .Thy 
“ blades and hoops, more than which cannot properly fent to 
“ any g^at diftance, will be charged One Shilling. Mopey 
“ to be fent with the order. As the Inftitution is in its in- 
<c fancy, immediate encouragement is necefiary. 

Struct through ) “ Orders niay he fent to the S ecretary of the 
in the original- j “ Sheffield Conftitutional Society! 

“ Signed. 

“ To prevent port fufpicion, dire ft to” f Here follows, in 
the original, the name of the perfon to whom the letters 
were to be addrefied, and his rclidence at Sheffield.] 

This letter contained another inclofed, direfted to the Se- 
cretary of the Norwich Patriotic Societies, which was found 
in the pofiefiion of the Secretary to the London Correfpond- 
ing §ocjety, and which is as follows : 

“ Fellow Citizen, 

“ The barefaced ariftocracy of the prefent Adminiflration 
“ has made it necefiary to prepare to aft upon the defenfive, 
" in cafe of any attack upon the patriots. 

“ A plan has been formed for carrying into effeft this nc- 
“ cefiary bulinefs. Pike blades arc made with hoops for the 
“ Il)aft3 to fit the top ends; the bottom end of the lliafts 
<c fiiould be about an inch thicker; and f.r is recommended 
tc for the (bafts, feleftedby perfons who are judges of wood. 
« The blades and hoops will be fold at the rate ot One Shil- 
<• ling, properly tempered and polUhed. The money fent 
“ with the orders ” 


“ Signed. 


Direft 
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u Dfrcft to,” [Here follows, ip the original, the name of 
the perfon to whom the letters were to be addrefied, ' and his 
rcGdence at Sheffield] “ to prevent the poflmafier’s fufpU 
“ cion.” 

Your Committee foon after found that by the different ex« 
animations taken before the Privy Council, it was fully efta- 
bljfhed that the general idea of procuring arms (eitheir mufv 
quets or pikes] to be diftributed among the members, had of 
late been frequently the fubjeft of converfation at different 
divifions among the leading members of the Correfponding' 
Society, and among perfons who have been molt a£live in the 
meafures lately taken ; that although thefe converfations had 
frequently taken place, they had generally been after the bu- 
finefs of the meetings was clofed, and when only a few per- 
fons remained. It appears indeed to have been, in a great 
meafure, agreed that this plan was not to be publicly men- 
tioned at the divifions ; particularly it was recommended by 
one of the moft active perfons not to mention it till the new 
plan of conftitution for the fociety was fettled. And it has 
appeared (in the courfe of this inveffigation) that the arming 
bufinefs was all done by private members, and that it was 
held not fit to talk of the pikes but to thofe who were to be 
trufted : That the general bufinefs was done by a committee 
of delegates, but there was a fecret committee of five perfons, 
who traufadled what was not to be entrufted to the whole of 
the Correfponding Society ; that they meet at private lioufes, 
and that all the correfpon deuce comes to them, and what 
they think proper is laid before the Society. But although 
this plan of precaution and concealment mull have prevented 
the difeovery of a great part of this fyftem, inflances have oc- 
curred of proceedings at fome of the divifions of the Corref- 
ponding {Society, relative- to procuring arms, which your Com- 
mittee 
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mittee have been enabled to afcertain. As early as Novem- 
ber 1793, at a meeting of a diviGon of the Society, held at a 
place named to the Committee, a violent fpcech was made by 
a. member of the Society, recommending that arms fliould be 
procured, and mentioning that they were provided with arms 
and pikes at Sheffield; and another member faid it. would be 
good to provide pikes at fix pence each: Afterwards, in the 
month of "February laft, at a meeting of one of the divifions 
of the Correfponding Society, named to the Committee, and 
at a place afcertained to them, it was propofed to ifl'ue new 
books, with the names and places of abode of the feveral 
members, and that the names of thofe who lived in the fame 
neighbourhood fhould be placed together, that they might 
eafily be affemblcd upon any emergency, in cafe Government 
fliould attempt to difperfe their meetings; and a rcfolution 
for this purpofe was pafled foon after at a fubfequent meet* 
ing, 

At the fame meeting a member of another diviGon at- 
tended, and ftated to the chairman, that he came to make a_ 
report from his diviGon. — He ftated a rumour that the Habe- 
as Corpus A£t would be foon fufpended. — -This intelligence 
he was deputed to give, that the Society at large might be 
prepared for the event : Upon this a fpeech was made by a 
perfon, who was a member of the committee mentioned in 
the former report, in which lie recommended to each mem- 
ber to provide himfelf with arms and ammunition, in order 
to defend himfelf againft any perfons who might attach him, 
whether they fhould be of this Country, Pruffians, lioflians, 
or Hanoverians. And in the beginning of April laft, at the 
fame diviGon, it appears that a report was made from thq 
General Committee, That an aufwcr had been received from 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, expreffive of their 
deGre to-operate with them ip obtaining their great end; and 

defiripg 
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defiring a deputation might be fent to confult and deliberate 
with them- In confequence a certain number of the Com- 
mittee were appointed : And on this occafion one of the 
members recommended to the citizens not to fit tamely filent 
and inadtive, but to roufe thcmfelves, and, not only with 
words, but arms, afl'ert their rights : — He faid, they were on 
the eve of a general meeting, and they ffiould go with their 
minds prepared to adopt a fyftem which might be reduced to 
fpeedy practice, and refeue their fellow citizens (meaning 
the Scotch delegates) from their degrading fituation. It alfo 
appears to your Committee, that a plan was in contempla- 
tion to fubdivide each divifion into tythings, and to appoint 
tything men to each, for the purpofe “ of rendering tliem- 
“ (elves ufeful in cafe of emergency j” which was explained 
to mean, that in cafe the foejety Ihould be interrupted by 
peace officers, or a prefs gang, they ffiould refift any fuch in- 
terruption. As another inftance of the meafures taken to 
mitigate the people to arm, an account was given of a hand 
bill produced at one of the meetings, which was to the fol- 
lowing effedt : 

" The ins tell us we are in danger of invafion from the 
“ French. 

“ The outs tell us that we are in danger from the Hef- 
“ fians and Hanoverians. 

“ In either cafe we (hould arm ourfclves.; — Get arms, 
** and learn how to ufe them.” 

Several copies of this hand bill were proved to have been 
publicly produced at a meeting of one of the divifions, by a 
perfon who faid he had printed them for the purpofe of dif- 
tributirjg as many as poffible. 

In the progrefs of the enquiry, information was received 
front 
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from a witnefs, whofe accuracy has fince beeu confirmed irt 
a variety of linking infiances, that a perfon named in the in- 
formation, an aCtive promoter of thefe meafures, and a de- 
legate of one of the divifions, had ffiewrt the witnefs a pike 
in his pofleffion, of which a minute defcription was given. 
The witnefs Hated this perfon to have given an account of 
the ufe to which thefe pikes might be applied ; that it was 
fuppofed no regiment of horfe could Hand againfi them 5 that 
fueh pikes were manufacturing at Sheffield ; and that he had 
received from the fecretary of the Correfpcmding Society the 
direction of the perfon from whom he might procure them ; 
that the price was to be one Hulling a- piece, and if they coH. 
more, the overplus would be paid by a perfon at Sheffield, 
who would be indemnified by the fociety. The witnefs alfo 
Hated the fame perfon to have given an account of a meeting 
intended to be held at a public houfe (which was named) on 
a day fpecified, for the purpofe of fixing the nunjber of pikes 
to be fent for. The perfon Hated to hare held this converfa- ' 
tion, and another perfon faid to have been prefent at it (who 
was alfo one of the moH aCtive members of the London Cor- 
refponding Society) were foon after apprehended, and a pike 
exaCtly anfwering to the defcription given by the witnefs was 
found upon each of them. In the. fubfequent inveltigation 
of the bufinefs, your Committee have received Itrong confir- 
mation of the principal circumHances of the converfarion 
Hated by the witnefs, refpeCling die ufe to which the pikes 
might be applied, the direction given by the fecretary of the 
Correfponding Society in order to procure them from Shef- 
field, the price to be paid for them, and the intended meet- 
ing for the purpofe of fixing the number to be fent for, and 
of depofiting one (hilling a-piece for the purchafe. One of 
the perfons fo apprehended, in explaining die ufe to be made 
of the pikes ft om Sheffield, faid, the perfuafion was, and he 
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himfelf believed, the Government were confpiring againft 
the people, and therefore fliould be refilled. Another wit- 
iiefs has fince ftated, that he had underftood from one of the 
perfons apprehended, that his pike was to be ufed (in cafe 
the people were to rife) for the particular purpofe of keeping 
off the’ cavalry. 

Your Committee, in the courfe of this examination, ob- 
ferved, that an. account was given of forte fuppofed meeting 
of military dlvifions, conne£led With the Correfponding Soci- 
ety, for the purpofe of learning their exercife with mufquets ; 
and it was ftatetd, that with a view to inflru&ing them, there 
had been printed and fold a copper-plate engraving of the ma- 
nual exercife, accompanied with a book of direction's on the 
fubjeCl. This engraving was afterwards produced, and it 
was proved to have been befpoke by one perfon, and engraved 
by anotheti whofe names were mentioned, both of whom 
were members of the London Correfponding Society, and one 
.of them a fecretary to one of the divifions ; and to have been 
fold by another member of the Society to feveral members at 
a meeting of one of die divifions. A more particular account 
was afterwards given of a body formed for the purpofe of ex- 
ercifing with fire arms, which had taken the name of The 
Loyal Lambeth Aflbciation, but which had held no communi- 
cation with Government, nor received any authority for that 
purpofe. It appears, that although this armed fociety bore 
the name of The Loyal Lambeth Aflbciatio’n, none of the 
members belonging to it were of the parifli of Lambeth, ex- 
cepting the original propofer of the afiociation, who’ was a 
member of the London Correfponding Society. The admif- 
fion. of perfpns who were afterwards members of the afiocia- 
tion was objected to at firlt, becaufc they did not belong [to 
the London Correfponding Society ; but pu promife that they 
would become members of the London Correfponding Socies 
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iy, they were admitted into this armed aflociation. A gun 
engraver* who is alfo a member of the London Correfponding 
Society, and who furnifhed this aflociation with mufqucts, 
was firft introduced to the perfon who fet on foot the afiocia- 
tion by the fecretary of the Correfponding Society. This af- 
fociation was regularly trained and exercifed to the ufe of fire 
arms twice a-week. It has been given in evidence, tfiat this 
aflociation removed from the lioufc of a tradefman in the bo- 
rough, where they ufed to exercife, becaufe they made fo 
much noife with the arms that the workmen mud know what 
they were about, the tradefman having different workmen, 
who might not be all of the fame principle. Upon this fug- 
geftion, a committee was appointed to choofe proper places 
for exercife, where the aflociation might not be liable to be 
interrupted by the officers of police ; and two places named to 
your Committee were appointed accordingly, to which the af- 
fociation adjourned in two feparate divifions. At one of thefe 
places they exercifed in a room on the fecond floor, and with 
the window curtains drawn j and oh fome occaGons, at ano- 
ther place, by candle light, from eight to ten o’clock at nigf it, 
with the fhutters barred up. At the place where the Lam- 
beth Aflociation met, there was a ptinted ticket of admiflion 
with the followinginfcription engraved on it, “ Liberty to thofe 
h lubo dare defend it” The object of all the perfons whoattend- 
ed the aflociation (as was collected from their conversion) was 
univerfal fuffrage and annual election. If they could not obtain 
a reform in Parliament in any other way, they meant to have 
recourfe to arms. The Committee have traced eighteen {land 
of arms actually purchafed by this aflociation. This number, 
purchafed by perfons apparently in very indigent circumflances, 
is a fufheient proof of their earneftnefs in the defign in which 
they had engaged. But it further appears, that the fame perfon 
who fupplied this number had engaged to furnifh arms, as the 
J? numbers 
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numbers who defired to have them increafed ; and that fixty 
mufquets had been mentioned as likely to be wanted for this 

aflociation. It alfo appears to your Committee, that other 

inftit.utions of the fame nature exifted, and that fubfcriptions 
had been opened for the purpofe of providing mufquets. In 
addition to the means already enumerated for gradually pro- 
viding. pikes and mufquets, it has appeared in evidence, that 
one (}f the Rhemes in agitation was to feize the arms in the 
Ihops of th? gunfmiths in London, and to distribute tlie .arms, 
fo feized, among the members of the London Correfponding 
Society. 

Thefe proceedings in London, fufliciently inportant in 
themfclyes,. become Hill more deferving of ferious confidera- 
tion, when combined with meafures of a fimilar defeription 
taken at Sheffield, and in feveral parts of Scotland, and which 
not only coincide in point of time, but bear the ftrongeft 
marks of deliberate concert and connection with the attempts 
in London, to which your Committee have already directed 
the attention of the Houfe. Your Committee have already 
inferted in this Report a letter from a perfon at Sheffield, 
found in the pofl'cflion of the fecrelary of the London Corre- 
fponding Society, and incloGng a direction to another perfon 
at Sheffield, who was to forward to the maker of the pikes all 
fuch orders as he might receive from London for that pur- 
pofe. 

It his appeared, from the concurrent teftinony of feveral 
perfons examined before the Prity Council, that this direc- 
tion was actually given by the fecrctary of the Correfponding 
Society to one of its members ; that many perfons were de- 
firous of procuring pikes ; and that fubfcriptions had been al- 
ready entered into, with a view of procuring them from Shef- 
field. One of die perfons apprehended at Sheffield, who had 
been fecretary to the Conftitutional Society there, and upon 

whom 
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whom a pike was found, acknowledged that he had feen the 
letter to the fecretary of the Correfponding Society in London, 
containing the inclofure for Norwich ; and that the writer 
told him that he had inclofed the letter for Norwich in the 
other for fear of fufpicion : The fame perfon alfo faid, he 
could not doubt in the lead that the pikes were to be furnifli- 
ed to London, according to the contents of the letter which 
had been explained to him at Sheffield. It appears that fome- 
time in March laft, a perfon calling himfelf Y orke, a member 
of the Conflitutional Society at London, and who was chofcn 
by them as one of their delegates to the Convention at Edin- 
burgh, recommended it to the people of Sheffield to take arms, 
reprefentiug it as a matter of right, founded on the bill of 
Tights, and obferving that the oppofite party was arming, and 
therefore that the other party fltould be armed alfo ; that 
Yorke ufed thefe recommendations both in private and in pub- 
lic ; told them in converfation, juft after the meeting at Shef- 
field, where he had been chairman, that pikes were ufed in 
France ; and recommended to the people to get arms, accord- 
ing to an ndvertifement publifhed at Sheffield, faying that it 
was legal and conflitutional ; and that they ought to get pikes 
as in France. This meafurc of arming was approved of by 
the greater part of the Society at Sheffield, which appears 
from information before your Committee to be very numerous 
and to have been fubdivided into 45 or 50 fmall bodies, or dif- 
ferent clubs. In confequcnce of thefe recommendations, pikes 
were made at Sheffield under Yorkc’s orders, and the form 
and ftze were, regulated by his particular dire£lion. — Your 
Committee think it of importance to caH the attention of the 
lioufe to this circumftance, as they fhall have occafion to ad- 
vert more particularly, in a fubfequent part of this report, to 
the principles and views publicly avowed by Yorke at a meet- 
ing held at Sheffield on die 7th of April laft. Four perfons 

are 
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are dated to have been employed in the manufacture of ditfs 
pikes, and one of thefe perfons to have worked at them for 
fome weeks paft; and it appears that fcveral have been al- 
ready made and fold to different perfons at Sheffield, at the price 
of 20 d. apiece : The pike taken upon one of the perfons ap- 
prehended at Sheffield anfwers precifely to the defeription 
given in the letter before inferted. In addition to this ac- 
count of the meafures taken for providing pikes, it muff; be 
obferved, that the three perfons apprehended at Sheffield con- 
cur in declaring that they had feen there a pattern of an in- 
ftrument which lias, on different occafions, been ufed in mi- 
litary operations for impeding the approach of cavalry, and 
which was ftated by the witneffes to be intended to be laid in 
the road at night for that purpofe. — One of them faid that he 
had no doubt that this inftrument was formed with the fame 
intention as the pikes, to defend the meeting at Sheffield a- 
gainft the military. It was alfo ftated, that about the time 
when thefe arms were prepared, they had rtfolvcd at Shef- 
field (as will appear more particularly in the fequel of the re- 
port) that no further petition ffiould be made to parliament 
on the fubjeft of reform, although they intended to goon 
in their demands ; and one of the perfons examined faid, it" 
any meetings were to be held at Sheffield for die purpofe of 
obtaining UniverfaJ Suffrage, and any attempt made to dif- 
turb fuch meeting, he thought the people would be juftified 
in refiftance. 

While your Committee were employed in inveftigating the 
origin and progrefs of the plan for arming die people in Lon- 
don and at Sheffield, they received intelligence of the exift- 
ence of fimilar defigns in Scotland, which appear to have 
been in a much greater degree of forwardnefs, and to have 
been conduced with fuch fccrecy that they might have pro- 
duced the moft feiious confluences, if accident had not 

led 
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led to a timely difcovery of their nature and extent before 
they had' been carried into execution. This intelligence was 
communicated to your Committee in feveral letters from Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, which contain fo full a narrative of the 
circumflances leading to the difcovery of this defign, of the 
fcope and nature of the defign itfelf, of the principles with 
which it was connected, and of the means by which it was to 
have been accomplilbed, that your_Cominictee have thought 
they could not lay this important matter before the houfe in 
a more fatisfaftory manner than by inlbrting the letters at 
large in this place.— r— It is however to be obferved, that be- 
fides what relates immediately to this particular head, thefe 
letters contain matters applying to other important branches 
of the fubjeft of this report ; and to which it will be neceffary 
hereafter to refer j and that many of the important circum- 
ftances detailed in Mr. Dundas’s letters have been alfo com- 
municated to your Committee dirough other channels. 

“ Whitehall, ryth May 1794. 

“SIR, 

“ I have received this morning, from the Sheriff Depute 
“ of the county of Edinburgh, authentic information of an 
“ accidental difcovery made on the 15th and 16th ult°, the 
“ general report of which I feel it proper to ftate to you, as 
“ it feems materially connected with the enquiry in which 
*( the Secret Committee of the. Hpufe of Commons is now en- 
“ gaged. 

“ The creditors of a bankrupt having received informa- 
“ tion that part of his goods had been embezzled, and were 
“ feoreted in the houfe of an individual, the ufual warrant 
" was iflued, authorizing a fearch to be made in the fufpec- 
“ ted place 5 and in carrying it into execution, on the after- 
“ noon of the 15 th, the officer? difco.vered in a private place, 

where 
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<( ■where they appeared to have been concealed, twelve pike 
‘ f or fpear heads. The proprietor of the houfe, who hap- 
‘‘ pened to be from home at the time, was foon thereafter 
“ taken into cuAotly, and on being carried before the proper 
“ magiftrate for examination, refufed to give any account of 
“ thefe weapons, to whom they belonged, or for what pur- 
“ pofesthey were intended. On a more narrow fearch, there 
' ‘ was likewife difeovered in a privateand concealed part of the 
“ houfe, two other pike or fpear heads, firnilar to the others, 
“ two battle axes, and a (haft or pole, with a ferew on the 
“ end, fitted for receiving cither the fpear head or battle axe. 

“ Immediate inquiry being made after the perfons with 
“ whom this individual had lately been feen in company, and 
“ two blackfmiths being mentioned among them, their houfes 
and /hops were immediately fearched 5 One of the two was 
“ alfo taken into cu/lody ; the other efcaped and abfeonded. 
“ — In the /hop of the fir/1 of thefe men were found four 
“ pike or fpear heads, fini/lied, fitted with ferews and fockets, 
“ and ready to be fixed on fhafrs ; eight battle axes, alfo fitted 
“ and fini/lied ; and twenty blades more not quite fini/hed, 
“ but nearly fo. 

“ In the /hop and dwelling houfe of the other, who had ab* 

, “ fconded, no fuch weapons were found ; but the appren- 
“ dees, on being examined before a magiflrate, acknowledged 
»* that the pike or fpear heads firft difeovered had been pri- 
“ vately manttfaflured in their mailer’s fliop during the courfe 
“ of this fortnight pa/ 1 , and canied privately to his houfe as 
*• foon as completed,. 

“ The battle axes and blades appear alfo to have been rna- 
“ mifadtured within this fortnight paft ; and were intended, 
“ as the maker of them faid, for thepurpofeot arming the 
“ people, fliould an invafion take place. But it appears, 

11 that to his apprentices, whom he had employed in aflilling 

him 
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“ him to make them, he pretended they were meant for a 
“ gate ; an account obvioufly falfe, as he could not point out 
“ any gate for which thefe weapons were intended, nor name 
“ any perfon who had ordered him to frame a gate of fo parti- 
u cular a conflniftion. • 

Thefe circumftances have induced the magiftrates to com- 
“ mit all the perfons concerned, for examination ; and the 
“ refult of the enquiries which are at prefeut carrying for- 
“ ward, I expeft will be regularly communicated to me— It 
“ is proper alfo to inform you, that all the perfons chiefly con- 
“ cerned appear to have been members of the Britifli conven- 
V tion which met at Edinburgh lall winter ; and fince the dil- 
‘ perfion of it have continued the molt aftive and leading per- 
“ Tons in the focieties whofe delegates coinpofed the principal 
** part of that meeting, who appear at prefent taking meafures 
“ for calling another convention of the fame nature, which 
“ they expected is to take place foon in England ; and fome 
“ of whom have acknowledged that the propriety of the indi- 
“ viduals compofing thefe focieties arming tbemfelves with 
“ fpears and pikes has, within thefe few weeks pad, been the 
“ fubjeft of converfation amongll them, and ftepa taking for 
“ carrying that purpol'e into execution with caution and 
“ fecrecy. 

“ The filence of one of the perfons, the iuconliftent and 
“ contradiftory account of the other, and the flight of the 
“ third, throw a very ftrong fufpicion on the purpofesand in- 
“ tentions of the parties concerned in this tranfaftinn. The 
“ Sheriff is, in the courfe of his duty, proceeding to invetli- 
“ gate the matter more accurately : But 1 confider it neceffary 
“ and proper to, communicate through you to the committee 
“ information fo intimately connected with the objeft of its 
“ enquiries, 
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44 eii'qbiries, however impfcrfefl: that information Rill is, but 
** which I have no doubt will foon be completed. 

“ I am, 

« SIR, 

44 Your moll obedient 
“ Humble Servant, 

“ Right Hon. Mr. Pitt.” “ HENRY DUNDAS.” 
“ Whitehall, 23d May 17,94. 

“SIR, 

44 I have received this morning farther accounts from the 
■* Sheriff Depute of Edinbufgh, oF the tranfaftions Rated in 
44 my la<l letter 5 and the refult of the enquiries fihce made by 
44 that magihrate, and which are Rill going forward, appear 
“ to me of fuch a nature as to deferve the particular attention 
“ of the fecret committee. 

44 Oneof the individuals mentioned in my former letter has 
“ lined made a difelofure, and a perfon lince taken iiito cuf* 
44 tody, and who appears to have been prtvy to the whole 
44 tranfaftion, hasconfeffed, that thefe weapons were the firR 
44 of a very large number and quantity, nftually ordered to be 
44 itiade, and intended to be privately difperfed aniong the 
44 members of the various focieties throughout Scotland, RiU 
44 ing themfelves friends of the people, and who appeal to be 
44 at prefent employed in taking meafurcs for calling together 
*• another Britilh Convention of delegates to be held in Eng- 
44 land. An order has been given from one town alone ift 

Scotland, fora large quantity of weapons of the nature del* 
44 cribed ; no lefs a number than 4,000 has been mentioned, 
44 and more are intended to be diRributed in Edinburgh. Emif* 
14 faries appear alfo to have been difpatcbed, within this fori* 
44 night or three weeks paR, to the manufadluring towns in 
* l the wefto Scotland, for the purpofe of founding the inch* 
, ' 44 nations 
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“ nations of fucli of the inhabitants there who are known to 
“ be members of thefe focieties ; and there is reafon to believe, 
“ from information received from various different quarters, 
“ that thefe perfons have by no means been unfuccefsful. 

“ Paifley is in particularalluded toasbcing in a date of great 
“ rcadincfs ; and there has been pofitivc information received 
“ through other channels, that within thefe three weeks per- 
“ fons of thatdefcription have aflembled themfelves to a very 
“ confiderable number in the night time, for the purpofe of 
“ praftifmg the ufe of arms. The particulars of this infor* 
“ mation, and the extent to which thefe meetings have pro- 
“ cecded, are at prefent matter of enquiry with the proper 
te mngidrates of the place } but the rcfult has not yet been 
tC received. 

“ The formation of this plan is now traced home to certain 
** perfons, fome of whom are in cudody, who appear to be 
“ entrufled by thefe focieties in Scotland with the mod unli- 
“ riiited powers in directing their future proceedings — carry- 
<l mg' on their correfpondence — and who aft as a committee 
•“ of fecrecy, confiding of a certain number of perfons, the 
“ principal and mod aftive members of the Britifli Convention. 
“ The choofing of delegates to the expefttd Convention in 
“ England, the place of whole meeting is not yet divulged, 
“ and the railing of contributions among the various focieties 
“ throughout Scotland for defraying the charges of fuch dcle- 
11 gates appear to be the material part of their prefent employ* 
“ ment, and in which it would feem they have made fome pro- 
“ grefs. And it is the fame committee whohnve, for thefe fome 
“ weeks pad, been confulting arfd taking meafiires for arming 

themfelves and the members of the various clubs with pikes 
" and battle axes, and who have employed the perfons above 
“ mentioned in manufacturing them. The feheme appears to 
“ have been fit'll propofed and agreed ujion about a month 

C “ agoj 
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“ ago ; to have been Once carried on with the utmofl fccrcey 
“ and caution ; and the weapons, fo far as has yet been dilco- 
“ vered, manufaftured by (uch perfons, in fuch fmail quanti- 
“ ties, in fuch circum.ltances, and under fuch pretences, as 
“ not to render the progrefs of the work probably liable to 
" fufpicion or detefijon ; and it was brought to light by the 
tl very accidental and fingqlstf incident which I mentioned in 
my former letter. 

“ I have the fatisfaflion of obferving, that the magiftrates 
and officers of the law in Scotland have been, aqd ftiil con- 
“ tinue, a£live in the fearches and enquiries making at the 
“ different fufpefted places within their refpedlive jurifdiflions. 
*' —In Perth and Dundee nothing has been difeovered which 
“ can lead me to believe that meafures have been taken- in 
“ either of thefe places for making arms, the manufacture of 
“ which feems to have been confined to Edinburgh, and iu- 
“ tended to have been gradually difperfed fr,om thence to fuch 
“ places as required them. — No fuch weapons have been dip* 
“ covered at l’aiflcy or in its neighbourhood ; though the in. 
“ tendon of arming, and holding regular nightly meetings, 
“ are perfectly afeertained. 

“ Information has alfp been communicated, of the autlicn- 
“ ticity of which tliere is no room to doubt, that a confpira- 
“ cy has been formed, as foon as a proper number of tlicfe \vea-‘ 
“ pons were difkributed among the friends of the people in 
Edinburgh, to feize in the night the perfons of the ptinci- 
“ pal magiftrates, and Officers of the law ; the banks, the 
“ public offices, guards, and prifon, and after inticing the 
“ foldiery from the caftle, by kindling a fire in the middle of 
“ the city, to intercept them on their return, by means of 
“ different armed parties to be properly Rationed for that 
“ purpofe. 

“ It appears likewife, from indifputable fails, that the 
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‘ k rtioft fecre’t and artful means have been and are ftlll! uGng 
“ with the Fencible Regiments in Scotland to excite them 
“ to difobcdience and miitiny *. — The printed paper which I 
11 herewith tranfmjt has been indultrioufly circulated for that 
** pUrpdfe. 

“ I have the lionour to be, 

“ SIR, 

“ Your riioft obedient 
“ Humble fervant, 

“ HENRY DUNDAS.’ 

“ Right Iidnble. Mr. Pitt.” 

Silt, Whitehall, 24th May, 1794. 

'* I have received no further accotiuts of the refult of the 
“ enquiries going on in Edinburgh, but I am forry to (late 
u that I liave received information from the Sheriff of the 
“ county of Renfrew, comlirmed by letters received from o- 
“ tlicr refpedtable perfons in Paifley, that the Magiltrates of 
“ that place having, in die coiirfe of their enquiries, com- 
“ hutted dn the afternoon of the 19th a man to cuftody for 
“ further examination, a confiderable number of perfons 
* (feveral hundreds) aflembled in the evening, and after 
‘‘ diooling a preliderit, whom they addreffed by die title of 
“ Citizen Prefident, voted a number of refolutions to the 
“ following purpofe — Th'at a National Convention fhould be 
“ immediately called, to which they would fend delegates — 
“ That they flioiild not petition parliament, as it was to 
“ themfelve's alone, and to fuch convention, they could look 
** for redrefs. They then proceeded to conGdcr the" conduct 
“ of the Sheriff and Magiftrates in committing their brother 
“ citizen, as he was termed ; and, after much difeuffion as 
> “ to 
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11 to the propriety of immediately releafing him by force, the 
“ majority feemed inclined to take mild meafures firft, and 
“ to fend a deputation to alk his releafe. But the Magif- 
“ trates having received information of what was intended, 

“ and difmifled the man from cuftody, the mob difperfed 
“ with three cheers, having been previoufly inllrutted by 
“ their prefident to abflain from further tumult, and to ob- 
“ ferve a peaceable and orderly conduft. 

“ The autliority of the civil Magillrate is in the mean 
“ time entirely fuperfeded ; and until a proper force is fent 
“ to pvotedl them in the future execution of tlieir duty,. 
“ which has been anxiouily required by the Sheriff and Ma- 
“ giftrates, they dare not proceed in the common courfe. of 
legal and judicial enquiry a gain (l any of the perfons who 
“ are fufpc£lcd of being concerned in thefe violent and tu- 
“ multuary proceedings. But it cannot efcape the obferva- 
“ tion of the committee, how accurately this intelligence 
“ correfponds witli and confirms the information yefterday 
11 communicated, as to the (late of the minds of thefe peo- 
“ pie in that neighbourhooil ; die alarm which their leaders 
“ feel as to the refult of the legal enquiries at prefent de- 
“ pending; and the regular fyflematic connexion between 
“ them and the leaders at Edinburgh, as difcovered^fronr the 
“ yet unfinifhed and hafty examinations taken in that city. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ SIR, 

“ Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

“ HENRY DUNDAS." 

M Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.” 

“ SIR, ‘Whitehall, 27th May, 1794. 

“ 1 have this morning received farther information fiom 
“ Scotland, 
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tl Scotland, which appears to me proper to be coramunicat- 
“ ed to the Committee. 

“ The perfons in whofe cuftody the weapons, formerly 
“ deferibed, were found, appear to have afied for fomc time 
“ pall under the name of a Committee of Ways and Means 
“ appointed by the tritilh Convention, and to have been 
“ empowered by the various focieties throughout Scotland to 
“ direft all their future proceedings.— By means of Emifla- 
“ ries privately difpatched to different parts of the country, 

“ this Committee has fignified to, and prepared a number 
“ of the focieties for the approaching convention in England, 

“ many of whom have chofen, and all, as far as is yet 

known, agreed to choofe delegates to attend it, and fub- 
“ feribe for their expence3. — The time and place of meeting 
“ was not divulged, and were to be communicated from E. 
“ dinburgh in proper time, by individuals to be fent from 
“ thence for that purpofe, whofe arrival was daily looked for 
“ by fcvcral of the different focieties. — One of the members 
“ of the late Convention at Edinburgh appears within this 
“ fortnight pad to have been difpatched, and to have a£tual- 
“ ly performed an extenfive tour through the weft part of 
“ Scotland, to have viiited in his progrefs the towns of 
“ Queensfcrry, Falkirk, Stirling, St. Ninians, Kilfyth, Kirk- 
“ intulloch, Campfie, Glafgow, and Paiflty ; in all of which 
“ places li£ appears to have met with the principal perfons 
“ concerned in thefe focieties ; to have left with them, and 
“ the members of the focieties, copies of a circular letter 
♦ “ from the committee of Edinburgh, and inftrufied them in 
“ what manner they were in future to carry on their cor- 
“ refpondence ; and to have fuggefted to them the propriety 
“ of furnilhing themfelvcs with arms, for the purpofes of de- 
. “ fence, 
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fence, under the pretence of defending themfclves againfl 
foreign troops An attempt has been made to diilribute 
fome of the weapohs lately difcoVered at Edinburgh, by 
means of perfohs privately difpatched to the country for 1 
that purpofe ; and which feems only to have failed in its 
execution from the timidity of the perfon folicited to do 
fo; 

“ An individual of the fame defcription has been taken in- 
to cuttody in the country, whtf appears to have commif- 
honed, and actually received from England; fome muf- 
quets and bayonets. On being queftioned by the proper 
Magiltrate, he has re'fuftd giving any explanation, farther 
than that he commiffioned them in the way ef his bufinel's 
—But it does not appear that he ever dealt in fuch articles 
before ; no perfon appears to have coromiflioned him to 
procure any fuch ; and there feems to be full evidence of 
his having folicited others to purchafe what they of them- 
felves were not thinking of, or wifliing to provide. 

“ He admits having correfponded with the London Corrc- 
fponding Society on the fubjedl of a convention, and that 
the foeiety of which he is a leader had agreed to fend dele- 
gates to it, as foori as the time and place of meeting Ihould 
be divulged. 

“ A requifition has been made by the Magiflrates and prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Paifley, for a military force to protWi 
them in the execution of their duty, and in their perfons 

and properties ; which has been duly attended to. It is 

with much fatisfaftion I inform you, that the gentlemen of 
eftate and character, in the county of Renfrew, have vo- 
“ luntarily 

* Vide Appendix A- (Jfo. %.) 
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<* Iuntnrlly ftepped forward, and determined to fupport the 
“ authority of the civil magidrate. 

I have the honour to be, 

“ SIR, 

“ Your moll obedient 
“ Humble fervant, 

“ HENRY DUNDAS." 

f‘ Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.” 

“ SIR, Whitehall, 2d June, 1794, 

“ The information I have received this morning from Edin. 
“ burgh enables to date to the Committee that the tranfac- 
“ tions communicated in my former letters are farther clear- 
“ ed up by the enquires which have fmee taken place in that 
“ city. 

“ Some of the perfons who abfcondtd on the fird difeove- 
,c ry of the arms concealed in certain houfes have been difeo- 
“ vered and apprehended j and the refult of thefe farther en- 
“ quiries confirms, in almod every particular, the account 
“ received from other quarters, and the import of which I 

“ have already laid before the Committee. The edablifii- 

“ ment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, invaded with 
“ full powers to direft die future operations of the fociedcs 
“ throughout Scotland ; the regular correfpondence privately 
“ carried on by means of ejtiifliiries difpatched to the different 
“ towns; the afeertainmg the exa£t number of perfons in 
“ thefe focieties, who were dire&ed to provide thcmfclves 
“ with arms, and tp hold themfelves in readinefs for any 
“ meafure which the Secret Committee might in due time 
“ communicate ; are confirmed by every account and infor- 
!' mation which the Magiftratcs have received. And an in- 
“ dividual who has been lately taken into cudody has con- 
‘ c firmed the account received from a different quarter, of the 
“ dangerous 
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dangerous deGgn planned by the Edinburgh Committee, of 
“ effefting a general inftfrreffion as foon as they were ready 
“ and prepared for carrying it into execution, by the feizure 
«' of the principal magidrates and officers of the law at niid- 
t‘ night, and poflefltng them Calves of the prifons and public 
“ oflices, as dated to you in my letter of the 23d May, and 
,f then communicated through a different channel from that 
“ through which the prefent confirmation of thefe circuit!* 
« ! dances has been received. The plan feems not only to 
*' have been difeufi'od and deliberated on by the ringleaders 
“ at Edinburgh, but to have proceeded a certain degree in its 
“ deps towards a£lual execution, which appear to have been 
“ conduced with the utmod caution; and there is reafon to 
41 believe,- that. the execution of the plan was not to be con* 
,l fined to Edinburgh, but was meant to take place, in fome 
“ of the mod confiderable towns in Scotland on a certain "day, 
“ and- at one and the fame time. The’propcr and ufual deps 
“ liave been taken for bringing the offenders to trial ; and 
,c thofe againd whom the information chiefly points are de- 
“ tained in cudody. 

I have the honour to be, 

“ SIR, 

“ Your mod obedient humble fervant, 

Right Honhle. Mr Pitt. “ HENRY DUNDAS.” 

From what has been dated it appears, that the defign of 
arming, as far as it has yet proceeded, has been conduced 
with great fecrecy and caution, and at the fame time with a 
remarkable degree of uniformity and concert in parts of the 
kingdom remote from each other. The weapons principally 
provided feem to have been peculiarly calculated for the pur- 
pofes of fudden violence, and to have been chofen in con- 
formity to the example of what has recently paffed in France. 

The 
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the aftiial progrefs made in the execution of the deGgn, du- 
ring the fliort period of. a few weeks, fufHciently fliews what 
might have been expc&ed, if the focieties had proceeded, 
without interruption, in increafing the number of their mem- 
bers, and the fund l'or providing arms. 

Your Committee will next proceed to lay before the Houfe 
art account of various remarkable circumilances, which have 
appeared in the courfe of this inveftigation, and which fur- 
hilh ftriking inftances, either of the general principles on 
which the chief promoters of this plan have a£ed, or of fpe- 
cific meafures which they had in contemplation, and which, 
from their nature and importance, deferve to be particularly 
noticed. 

The general difpoGtiott of the pcrfon8 engaged in thefe mca- 
furcs to applaud and, promote the newpolitical principles adopt- 
ed in France, has been dated in the former Report, and will 
be more detailed in file fequel : But it feems proper to youc 
Committee here to mention fomc of the letters of two of the 
moft aQivc members of the Correfponding Society, which 
Ihew their adherence to jMc caufe of France in the prefent 
war; their convidlion of the connexion between that caufe 
and their own objects ; and their views even of availing them- 
felves, if poflable, of the aflifiance of the French arms in car- 
rying their defigns into execution. 

In a letter from Hardy to the united focieties at Norwich, 
dated the 17th O£tober 1793, which is inferted in the Ap- 
pendix, there is this remarkable pafiage *: — “ The rejoicings 
« for the capture of Valenciennes were not confined to Nor- 
“ wieh. alone. The ignorant every where ell'e throughout 
“ the nation betrayed their imbecility on the occuGqu : But 
“ tin taking of a town, the flaughtering of thoufands of 
1 ) “ human 
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« human beings ; the laying wafte whole provinces, or the 
«i enflaving a; nation, (however great evils they may be), can 
« only, for a fmall fpace of time, retard the progrefs of trutlr 
“ and reafon. Be not dijheartened therefore , purfue your plan, 
“ inftruft mankind, and conftitutionally fet your faces a- 
*1 gainll exifl.ing abufes : Be aflured that many are our friends, 
“ who only- Wait a favourable opportunity openly to join us, 
« while our enemies have much enfeebled themfelves and 
« their caufe by arbitrary exertions : Defpotifm is at its laft 
« gafp ! one or two more campaigns will terminate its exift- 
« ence.” And in a fubfequent letter from Margarot to the 
united focietie3 at Norwich, dated in March laft, the fenti- 
ments expreffed are (till more ftriking *. — “ This morning 
ten (hips of war have left Spithead for the channel, and it 
V is reported that the Bred -fleet is out. Rumour, always 
“ magnifying things, fays there are feventy fall at fca } if fo, 
« there mujl be a number of tranfports among them, and a DE- 
“ SCENT MAY PROBABLY BE THE CONSEQUENCE. 
“ For God’s fake, my worthy friends , do not relax in the caufe 
of freedom — Continue as you have begun ;—~confoIidate your own 
“ focieties unite with others ; — perfevere, and make no doubt 
“ but fooner or later your endeavours will be crowned with fuc- 
“ cefs” At the time of writing this letter, Margarot was no 
longer in a fituation to take a part in the- proceedings of the 
fociety, being then on board, the veffel in which he was to be 
tranfported. But it appears to your Committee, that thefe 
expreflions from him are of no fmall importance, confidering 
the (hare which he appears, by much concurrent evidence, to 
have had, previous to his conviction, in directing the mea- 
fures which were adopted ; the upifgrm. approbation and at- 
tachment which thofe focieties have fliewn him fince that 

date; 
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date ; and above all, that thcfe very fentiments are addrefled 
to the united focieties at Norwich, and that the mention of 
an expe&ed defeent from France is immediately followed by 
an exhortation to them to proceed, with frelh vigour, in the 
purfuit of their defigns in this country. 

The fame fpirit appears in a letter from the fecretary of 
the Correfponding Society in the month of January 1794'* ;U» 

“ Now is the time for us to do Joniilhing worthy of men ; the ' 
“ brave defenders of Liberty fouth of the Engli/h Channel are per- 
forming wonders, driving their enemies before them like chaff 
“ before the whirlwind 

Your Committee place lefs reliance on accounts of words 
ufed in conversation than on evidence rcfulting from written 
documents ; but they neverthelefs think it proper to mention 
that it has been diftinftly ftated in evidence, that in the pre- 
fence of two or three principal members of the Correfponding 
' Society, a perfon (whofe name was mentioned) ufed the ex- 
preflion, fpeaking of the French, that a victory of theirs in 
Flanders was as ufeful to the caufc as a viftory in St. George’s 
Fields ; and the fame perfoti appears co have held a converfa- 
tion with thefe members of the foeiety, relative to’ the advan- 
tage which would be derived if the French could land 5,000 
men in this .country, to join thofewho (hould rife here. 

Another leading circumilatlce has appeared to your Com- 
mittee, which, however ineffeftual it has- naturally proved, 
furnilhes a ftrohg collateral proof of the extent of the views 
entertained, and that no means however criminal, were ne- 
glefted for promoting them. The circumftance referred to, 
is a defign, which has been the frequent fubjeft of converfa- 
tion among fome members of the Correfponding Society, of 
endeavouring to feduce the army from theif duty, and the 
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aftm-tl employment of emiflarles to tamper w Itli tlie fohliers. 
In conformity with thefc views, it has alfo appeared, that it 
was intended to prepare an addrefs to the army j and a paper 
has been difc’overed in Scotland, which his been already re- 
ferred to, the objeft of which was to endeavour to excite dil'af- 
feffion in the fencible regiments in that part of the kingdom, 
and which has aflually been circulated with much induftry a- 
mong thefoldiers of that defeription. 

Various other fekemes of the moft daring and criminal na- 
ture are alfo dated, on the evidence of perfons who were pre- 
feht, to have been at different times the fubjeft of converfa- 
tion among perfons, the greatefl part of \t horn were members 
of this Society. It even appears, that a projeff has been par- 
ticularly and repeatedly agitated among them, of ftriking a 
fudden blow, and beginning by fecuring the Royal Family, 
and the Members of both Houfes of Parliament, with the hope 
(as. it was exprefled) “ that the army, being without leaders, 
** would no longer oppofe their attempts.” Particular in- 
dividuals have been pointed o'ut in thefe converfations, as ob- 
jeffs of pcrfonal vengeance for their public conduff. Evidence 
has been given of difeourfes held concerning the rel’cuc of the 
delegates of the Scotch Convention, while on board the tranf-' 
port in- the river. An attack on .Newgate was meditated, ac- 
cording to a particular plan referred to in the convcrfation, 
with the view of re leafing the prifoners. A fimilar conven- 
tion was held wich refpeft to an attack on the Tower ; and in 
the letter from the Secretary of Sate, which has been inferted 
in a -former part of thr Report, it appears that there is direct e. 
videncc of a plan regularly concerted at Edinburgh, for faz- 
ing, at an appointed time, all the public offices in that city, the 
banks, and the principal members of the courts of juflice ; and 
for making a lithilar attempt (in confcquence of a fecrec con- 
cert among the members of the focietics in different places) 

at 
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-«t one and the fame time, in fome of the mod confiderablc 
towns in Scotland. 

Your committee do not (late the various circumflances which 
have been enumerated in this part of the Report, as (hewing 
that thefe extenfive projects, as far as relates to England, were 
as yet regularly dig-: (led, or in fuflieient fonvardnefs for aftual 
execution ; but the evidence before them gives them every 
reafon to believe that thefe views have been deliberately en- 
tertained, and made the repeated fubjett of converfation ; and 
they cannot but coufider them as drong indications of the 
principles and intentions of the parties concerned, and of the 
nature of the meafures which might have been cxpefled if 
they had proceeded, without interruption, in increafing their 
numbers, and in providing arms in the different modes al- 
ready dated. 

There remains another circumdance which, however, asfaV 
as it has yet been invedigated, is traced didinftly only to two' 
individuals, both of whom were members of the Corrcfponding 
Society, and principally concerned in fome of their mod re- 
ntal kable tranfaflions : Whether any other members of the 

. fociety were or were not acquainted- with it, has not appeared 
to your committee. Three copies have been produced to your 
committee (in all material parts conformable to each other) of 
a paper which purports to be a draft of refolutions intended 
to be propofec 1 at the meeting which took place at Chalk Farm 
on the i-4thof April 1794. From the blanklefc for the place 
of meeting, it leerus probable that it was prepared before that 
place was fixed upon : The refolutions are different from 
thofe which paffed at the meeting, and there is no reafon to 
believe that they were in fa<ff propofed there ; but dillinft e- 
vidence has been given of the hand writing being that of the 
perfon in whofe pbfleflion one the copies was found, who is 
alfo proved to have (hewn them as the refolutions which he 
intended 
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intended fhould be propofed at the meeting ; and the two o- 
ther copies were found among the papers of one of the moft 
aftive members of the fociety, who appears, previous to the 
meeting at Chalk Farm, to have been appointed, in conjunc- 
tion with fome others, to arrange the ineafures to be adopted, 
and at whofe fuggedion (fubfequent to that appointment) the 
meeting is dated to have been poftponed beyond the time ori- 
ginally propofed, becaufe (as he is faid to have reprefented) 
more time was ijeceflary to make known the fentinjents of the 
fociety in bold and nervous refolutions. Your Committee 
think it right here to infert the paper itfelf, on which they will 
forbear to make any comment. 

“ At a general meeting of the London Correfponding Society, 
“ held at — — on Monday the 14th day of April,' 1 1794. 

<f Citizen in the Chair, 

" Refolved, that all fovereign, legiflative, . and judicial 
“ powers are the rights of the people } and though the people 
“ have delegated thofe their original powers to others, in trujl , 
“ for the benefit of the community, yet the rights themfelves 
are referved by the people, and cannot be abfolutely parted 
“ with by the people to thofe perfpns who are employed to 
“ conduct the bufinefs of the date. 

“ Refolved, that the conftitution of England is held by the 
“ King, Lords, and Commons, and other officers appointed 
“ by the people, in trujl, for the benefit of the people ; and 
“ though thefe trudees may regulate and improve the condi- 
“ tution, yet they cannot alter or ffbvert it without commit- 
** ting treafon againft the nation. 

“ Refolved, that Magna Charta, or THE GREAT CHAR- 
“ ter of the LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND, made in 

« the 
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« the Reign of King John ; THE PEtlTION OF RIGHTS,- 
" aflentcd to by Parliament in the Reign of King Charles the 
** ift; and the feveral laws made at and in cohfequence of 
“ the Glorious Revolution in the year 1688, are declaratory of 
“ thofe parts of the Conftitution of England, which are in and 
“ by them refpeftively declared. 

“ Refolved, that the office of KING of England was not 
“ inftituted by the people merely as an office of profit and 
“ honour to the King, but he was fo appointed as chief truf- 
“ tee and guardian of the conftitution and rights of the peo- 
“ pie ; and that important and laborious perfonal duties are 
“ annexed to the regal office, the obje&s of which are, to 
“ promote the good of die people, and preferve their rights' 

“ in full vigour from innovation and corruption. 

“ Refolved, that it is the duty of the King to preferve the 
11 Conftitution of England and the rights of the people againft 
“ every incroachmcnt ; and, in order to enforce that duty, 
“ the following oath is required to be taken by every king ore 
“ his acdeffion to the throne of Great Britain ; to wit: The 
“ Archbilhop or bifhdp ffiall fay — Will you folenrnly promife 
“ and fwear to govern the people of this kingdom of England, 
“ and thedominions thereto belonging, according to the fta- 
“ tute's in parliament agreed on, and the laws and cuftoms' of 
“ the fame.” 

“ The King or Queen fhall fay, “ I foltmnly promife fo to 
“ do.” Archbilhop or bilhop— “ Will you to your power caufe 
« law and juflice in mercy to be executed in all your judge- 
“ ments ?” — Ans. « I will.” 

« After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand 
« on the Holy Gofpels, fliall fay— “ The things which I have 
“ before promifed I will perform and keep 5 fo help me God.” 
“ —and then fliall kifs the book. 

“ Refolved, that his prefent Majefly King George the 
“ third, 
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** third, on Ills acceflion to the throne of thefc realms, did 
“ folemnly take the fald' oath. 

“ Refolved, That the conditutiorial rights bf the people 
“ have been violated, and that it is the duty of the pedple, 
“ in the prefent alarming crifis, to affemblc and enquire into 
“ the innovations or infringements which have been madd’h- 
“ pon the rights of the people, and how far the declarations 
‘l of the conllitution, as they were fettled at the forefaid Re- 
“ volution, remain in force, and which of them have been 
“ violated, and by whom ; and alfo whether fuch innova-. 
“ tioiis, infringements, and violations, have been committed 
“ from the negligence or corruption Of thofe who have been 
“ intruded with the government of the date. 

“ Refolved, That this fociety do invite the' people to meet 
“ in their refpedlive neighbourhoods, to ele£t one or ‘more 
“ perfon or perfons as delegates to meet in a convention, to 
“ be held on the . day of next, at fuch place as 

“ fhall be appointed by the fectct committee of this fociety 5 
" and that the delegates fo elcdted do forthwith tranfmlt to 
“ the fecretary of this fociety, No. 9. Piccadilly, London, 
V the vouchers of their feveral elections, in order that tire 
“ place of meeting may be duly notified to them. 

“ Refolved, That it is the right and the boundert duty of 
“ the people to punifli all traitors againd the nation, and 
“ that the following words are now not a part of the oath of 
“ allegiance ; to wit, “ I declare that it is not lawful, upon 
“ any pretence whatever, to take arms againd the King.” 

Before the Committee quit this .part of the fuhjefd, they 
think it not immaterial to take fome notice of the different 
means ufed to diffsminate fuch principles as have been dated 
through the lower orders of fociety, and to familiarize their 
minds, by every poQible artiGce, to fuch ideas as might pre- 
pare them to be the indruments of the mod dangerous and 
defperatc 
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.defperate defigns. Some of thefe means may at firft fight be 
confidered as too trivial to be mentioned on an.occafionof 
this importance; but they appear to your Committee in a ve- 
ry different light, when they recoiled that an effential part of 
fuch a plan as has been in agitation was to feduce and cor- 
rupt the thoughtlefs and uninformed, and to make ufe of the 
channels of communication beft adapted to this purpofe. 
The appearance of infignificance and levity, which belongs at.- 
fi;ft fight to this pyt of the fyftem, is, in truth, only, an ad- 
ditional proof of the art and induftry with which it has been 
purfued. The meafures employed for this purpofe appear to 
have been deliberately prepared, and every contrivance ufed 
to mix them (in the fliape moft likely to captivate attention) 
with the ordinary occupations or amufements of thofe on 
whom they were intended to operate. Accordingly le&urcs 
have been delivered on political fubje&s, calculated from 
their very extravagance to catch the attention of the audience, 
and in the courfe of them every topic has been employed that 
could inflame their minds, alienate them from the laws and 
conftitution of their country, and habituate them to princi- 
ples of fedition and rebellion. The moft violent publications - 
to the fame effedt have been fecretly, but generally, circulat- 
ed in hand bills, both in the metropolis and in the remote 
parts of the country. Every point that could excite difeon- 
tent, according to the purfuits, interefts, or prejudices of dif- 
ferent claffes, has been fuccefljvely dwelt on, and always in 
fuch a manneu as to conned! it with the leading- defign. The 
attempt to accomplifli this end has appeared in the fliape even 
' of play bills and fongs ; feditious toafts ; atul a ftudied felec- 
tion of the tunes which have been moft in ufe in France 
fince the Revolution, have been applied to the fame purpofe, 
of endeavouring to render deliberate incitements to every fpe- 
cies of treafon familiar to the minds of the people. 

E 
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Having thus dated the points which the Committee have 
thought it material feparately to lay before the Houfe, they 
■will now; proceed to thofe particulars which will give a full 
and didinft view of the rife, progrefs, and nature of the ge- 
neral defign with which the fa£ts already Hated are efleutially 
connefted ; for this purpofe your Committee will (late in their 
Report the points which appear molt worthy of attention, in- 
ferting in the appendix a more particular ftatement of the 
feveral proceedings to which they refer. In doing this it will 
be neceflary to advert to tranfaftions, fome of which took 
place at an early period, and have already attracted obfe 'na- 
tion; but which it is neverthelefs material to infert in the or- 
der in which they took place, becaufe they are highly impor- 
tant in explaining more recent proceedings, and giving a con- 
nedted view of the whole fydem. 

The period from which it appears to your Committee ma- 
terial to trace in this view the proceedings of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, is that of the publication of the 
pamphlet fo well known under the title of " Rights of Man, 
“ by Thomas Paine.’’ 

Your Committee have already referred, in their former 
Report, to the approbation given by the fociety to this work ; 
and this is one of the points on which they fhould not think 
it neceflary now to dwell, if they did not feel it eflential to 
the objefl: before dated, of developing the rife and progrefs 
of the fydem which they are tracing, to call the attention pf 
the Houfe to the leading features of a work fhus approved 
and recommended, in order to compare it with fubfeqilent 
tranfadtions of which it may be confidered as the foundation. 

In this pamphlet, publiflied in the year 1791, the National 
Aflembly of France was reprefented as occupied in edablifh- 
iug a conftitution founded on the rights of man, and the au- 
thority 
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thority of the people, the only authority on which [it was 
ftated] government had a right to exift in any country ; mo- 
narchy and hereditary fwccjfion were treated as abfurdities ; the 
Revolution of 1688, and the fuccejfton of the Houfe of Hanover y 
were alfo made the fubje£t of ridicule } and a diftin&ion was 
draw? between two modes of government, which were ftated 
to. prevail in the world : Firft, Government by eleftibn and 
teprefentation ; and, feeondly, Government by hereditary 
fucceffion. The former generally known by the name of Re- 
public, the latter by that of Monarchy and Ariftocracy. On 
the. 23d March 1791, the fociety refolved, “ That tlie thanks 
“ of the fociety fliould be given to Mr. Thomas Paine, in 
“ thp.tfcrnis exprefl'ed in the copy of their refqlution of this 
day.;” inferted in tlie Appendix *; A continuation of 
Paine’s book, intituled “ Rights of Man, part fecond, com- 
“ bjning principle and pra£lice,” was p'iibliflied early in 
1792, ill which the principles of the Britifli Gonftitution were 
again attacked ; the principles oil which the French Conftitua 
tion, accepted by the King in 1791, had been eftabliflied. 
Were approved, with an exceptidn of the hereditary fuccejfton to 
the Crown : This pamphlet, recommending the overthrow of 
lhf Britifli Gonftitution, arid the eftabliflimeut of a democra- 
tic4.fetiate* as the foie legiflntive and executive power of the 
ftate, was alfo circulated with great induftry ; and the Socie- 
,ty for Conftitutional Information, on the 16th of March 1792', 
.exprefl'ed their approbation of the work, in anfwer to a letter 
.from the Manchcfter Conftitutiorial Society, containing the 
thanks of that fociety tq Mr. Paine f. On the 23d of March, 
.,1792,, the Conftitutiorial Soeiety at Sheffield, applied to the 
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Lomlott Society, that twelve of their members might be ad- 
mitted, as affociated members of the London Society * ; and 
there, appears in the books of the London Society a printed 
paper of the Sheffield Society, in which that fociety declares, 
that the practice as well as the principle of government was 
laid down in the works intituled “ Rights of Man, Part the 
“ Firft. and Second,” in a manner fa dear and irrefiflably con- 
vincing, that the fociety refolved to give their thanks to Mr- 
Paine ior thofe publications. 

Other, entries, expreffive of approbation of the fame works, 
and of other feditious publications, frequently appear in the fame 
books during the courfe of the year 1792 f. 

In Eafter term, 1792, an information was filed in the 
Court of King’s Bench, by the King’s Attorney-General, a- 
gainft Thomas Paine, for writing and publiffiing the laft pam- 
phlet, on which he was convicted in December 1792. Du- 
ring this profecution another pamphlet was publiffied, under 
the title of An Addrefs to the Addrcffcrs on the late Pro- 
“ clamation, by Thomas Paine.” This pamphlet, after Ha- 
ting that “ two revolutions had taken place, thofe of Ameri- 
“ ca. and France,” added, “ both of them have reje&ecl the 
unnatural compounded fjlem of the Engli/b government. “ A- 
M -merica has declared againft all hereditary government, and 
•*/. eftablifiied the reprefentative fyftem of government only.; 

France has entirely reje&ed the ariftocratical part, and is 
• “ now difeovering. the- abfurdity of the monarchical, and is 
-approaching faft to the reprefentative fyftem.” The pam- 
■phlet then treats monarchy; and every fpecies of hereditary 
government, as a fraud and impofitioft $ ; aflerts “ for a na- 

“ tiou 
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« -tion to be free it is fufficient that flic wills it * treats the 
reform of Parliament Parliament itfelf as abfurd j denies 
the power of Parliament to reform any part of the Conditu- 
tion; afferts that it is not a fubjeft cognizable before Parlia- 
ment, and that the right, and the cxercife of that right, ap- 
pertains to the nation only, and that the proper means is by 
a national convention, eleEled for the purpofe by all the people 
that fuch a body, empowered and fupported by the nation, 
would have authority to demand information upon all matters 
necefliiry to be enquired into, and the nation would decree 
its own reforms. . The pamphlet then dates' that the plan 
and organization of a convention was cafy in practice $ ; And 
proceeds to fliew the manner in which, fuppofing the inha- 
bitants of England to be feven millions, a convention of i,ooo 
members might be ele£tcd in an orderly manner § ; adding, that 
“ a convention of 1,000 perfons iairly eletted, would bring e- 
“ very matter to a decided iliac ||.” This latter pamphlet was 
not made the fubjefl: of any exprefs refolutions of the fociety; 
but during the profecution of Mr Paine, for the former work, 
the Society for Conditutional Information entered into a fub- 
feription to defray his expences, and encouraged the like 
fupport from other focieties, as appears by feveral entries in 
the books of the fociety fl. And this mark of their approbation 
of his principles having been continued after the publication 
lad mentioned, feems to afford a full proof that this circum- 
dance had made no change in the fentiments of the fociety 
towards him. 

The 
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The. principles . laid down in tliefe publications appearing 
thus to be approved and fanftioned by the fociety, wijl be 
found to be gradually and fucceflivcly adopted and acted upon 
in their proceedings *. On the 30th March 1692, the Lon* 
don Correfponding Society fent to the Society for Gonftitu- 
tional Information feveral refolutions, among which were thp 
following : . 

That every individual has a right to (hare in the go* 
, u vernment of that fociety of which he is a member, unlefs 
“ incapacitated. 

“ That nothing but non age, a privation of reafon, or 
“ an offence againft the general rules of fociety, can inca» 
", pacitate him.” ; . 

Thefe Refolutions, containing the principle of. Univerfal 
Suffrage, were adopted without referve, and with ftropg ex* 
preflions of approbation, by the Conftitutional Society.- 

On the 20th of April following, a declaration from a focie 1 - 
ty in Southwark appears entered in the books of the Con flit u- 
tional Society, with theirthanks for the communicationf. This 
declaration expreffe.s more fully the grounds on which the fo- 
oiefies intended to proceed, adopting many important prin- 
ci^e's . which had been made the foundation of the French re- 
volution, in the following terms : . 

“ That all civil and political authority is derived from 
“ the people. 

“ That equal a£tive citizenfhip is the unalienable right 
“ of all men, minors, criminals, and infane perfons cx- 
" cepted. 

“That the exercifingof that right, in appointing an ad- 
“ quate 
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,l equate Reprf/entative Government , is the wifefi device of 
“ human policy, and the only fecurity of national freedom.” 

The refolutions of the Sheffield Society having fuggefled 
univerfal fuffrage, and the Southwark Sttci'Aty having added 
the general idea of a Reprefcntatfve Government, afocietyy 
called The Norwich Revolution Society, on the 26th of April 
1792, fent a letter to the Conflitutional Society, entered in 
the minutes of their proceedings on the 4th of May 1792, in 
which there is this paflage* : “ This fociety is willing to hope 
“ the redrefs of every exifling grievance at the hands of a go- 
“ verfiment refulting from an extraordinary convocation, in 
« 1 688, of all who had at any preceding time been elefted re- 
« prefentatives of the people, aflllled by the hereditary coun. 
« fellors of the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the ine- 
rt tropolis, •which national conjliluting njfembly calhiered for inif. 
«< con dud a king of the houfe of Stuart.” 

It feems evidently to be the intention of this paflage to re- 
prefent the Revolution of 1688 as a precedent for a national 
conjliluting ajfembly, and to flielter under that authority the 
indited recommendation of the proceedings and terms which 
have recently been adopted in France. 

This communication, with others from different focicties 
at Norwich, were followed by a refolution, exprefling that 
the Society for Conflitutional Information received them with 
heart-felt pthfaBion f, and defired earneflly to concur and 
c6-operate with thefe focieties in their laudable objeds. 

They alfo eleded twelve members of the Norwich Society 
affociated members of their own fociety. 

Arid they added a refolution, time a committee fliould b$ 
appointed 
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appoihted to con Cider whether any and what communication 
fliould be made, and by what means, by the fociety, with the 
{Society of Friends of the Conftitution-at Paris. 

It appears 'by entries of the nth May 1792 *, that tc the 
,l Society of the Friends of the Conrtitution at Paris,” men- 
tioned in the former refolution, were the Jacobin Club there ; 
and on the fame day^t was rc/olved that there fliould be a com- 
munication with’ that club ; and an add refs was read and a- 
greed to, and ordered to be figned by the chairman, and tranl- 
mitted to Paris. 

Towards the clofe of the fame year, and fome time fubfe- 
quent to the revolution of the 10th of Augufl, which finally 
deftroyed all traces of monarchy in France, the fociety rafolv- 
ed to addrefs the National Convention, which was then in- 
verted with the wliole legiflative and executive government, 
and was afTembled for the purpofe of framing a new conrtitu- 
tion, and proceeding to the trial of the king. This paper is 
conceived m terms which leave no room to doubt of the views 
of thofe who framed it J. The addrefs ftiles the Convention 
“ Servants of a Sovereign People, and Benefa&ors of Mankind:” 
It rejoices that the Revolution in France had arrived at that 
point of perfeflion which enabled the Society to addrefs the Conven- 
tion by that title 1 and it declares that it is the only title that 
can accord with the charabler of true legifators : It fpeaks of rhe 
proceedings of the lothof Augurt as a glorious vidtory, which 
had finally prepared rhe way for a confiitution, which the So- 
ciety traded the Convention would eftablilli on the bafis of 
reafon and nature. It reprefents the proceedings of the Con- 
vention as labours in the work of human happinefs, and r.dd$, 
“ THE BENEFIT WILL IN PART BE OURS, but the 
“ glory will be all your own ; and it is the reward of your 
“ perfeverance ; 
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tl perfevernricff i it is the prize of virtue.” Then drafting 
A companion between the Hate of liberty i(i England, Ame- 
rica, and France, it not only gives a decided preference to 
the American republic over the Britifh monarchy, but treats 
the fpiendor of the French Revolution as the objedt of the 
higheft admiration. 

This addrefs was ordered to be prefented by two of the 
tneiubers of the fociety at the bar of the National Convention; 
and it was preferited accordingly. 

But the terms of this addrefs are not the onjy evidence ori 
this head •; Ah addrefs, framed a fliort time before by the 
Loridon Correfpdnding Society, wliich had been communica- 
ted to the Conflitutiooal Society, and had received their ex- 
prefs approbation, arid which was prefented likewife to the 
Frenfch Convention, contained paflages clearly exprefling the 
fahie intent, and fuggefting the idea of a triple alliance (not 
of crowns, but) of the people of America, France, and Britain; 
to give freedom to Europe, arid peace to whole ftorld. 

Thefe lrarifa£Uohs are rendered (till more remarkable by 
the verbal addrefs of the deputies at the time of prefenting the 
addrefs of the Society, and by the anfwer of the prefident, 
which they tranfmitted. The letters of the deputies to the 
So'ciety have been found among tin* papers of that Society, to- 
gether with a copy of the addrefs of the deputies, and the an- 
fwer Of the prefident. In the fijrfi., after pointing out their 
ftlfiics to effedl in their own country a revolution fimilar to 
that made in France, the deputies confider t/ie example of 
France as having ma'dd revolutions eafy ; arid add, that it would, 
not be extraordinary if, in a fliort {pace of time, the French 
fifould fend addrefleS of congratulation to a National Conven- 
tion of England ; and the prefident in his anfwer fays, “ The 
F moment 
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“ moment, without doubt approaches when . the French wilt 
« bring congratulations to the National Convention of Great 
11 , Britain .” 

On the 7th of December 1792, the letter of the deputies* 
was read in the Society, as appears by an entry in their 
books. , , 

I11 January 1793, Barfere, Roland, and St. Andre were 
elefted (as has been mentioned in the former Report) hono- 
rary members; and on the 1 ft February, the fpceches of Bar- 
rete and St. Andre were ordered to be entered on the books 
of the Society, and this refolution ordered to be printed in 
the news- papers, which it adtually was on the 5th of, Februa- 
ry > 793 +• 

The circumftance of the time at which this marked appro- 
bation waa p’ublicly given to leading members of the National 
Convention of France, would render this meafure of itfelf a 
Prong indication of the views of the foeiety, and as fuch it was 
referred to by the Committee in their former Report. 

But on more particular reference to the fpceches thcmfelves 
which were thus recommended to public notice, this tranf- 
aiftion will be found to be of much more importance ; it is not 
barely an approbation of leading perfons profefling principles, 
and purfuing meafures, hoftile to the general interefts of the 
country : The fpeeches were delivered for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of accelerating the condemnation and execution of the 
French king The doftrines contained in them diredtly relate 
to the prccife objeft-of a National Convention, and to the ques- 
tion of the perfonal refponfibility of fovereigns ; they con- 
tain a ftatenient of the rights, duties, and functions of fuch 
an affembly ; which cannot be fuppofed to have been recom- 
mended to the public attention for any other pofliblc purpofe 

than 
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than that oflaying the foundation of a Gmilar proceeding in 
this country, and that with the direft intention of employing 
it for the deftruftion of the fovereign, and the utter fubver- 
fion of the confticution. This conclufion will be fully jufti- 
fied by an extra£l from the fpeeches in queftion, which are 
cxprefl'cd in terms fo remarkable, that the Committee can- 
not too (trongly recommend them to the attention of the 
Houfe. 

The following paflage is extracted from St. Andrd's fpccch. 

“ Tour right to decide the fate of the king arifes from 
“ your being a Revolutionary AfTcmbly created by the nation 
“ in a ftateof infurre£lion.” 

Barrere’s fpeech is much more full and more fyftematically 
rest Coned; it is divided into fcveral heads, from which the 
following ex trails are taken. 

“ This proceeding (fpeaking of the trial of the king) is of 
“ the higheft importance to public order, abfolutely necefla- 
« ry to the exiftencc of liberty, and connected with what- 
“ ever is held molVfacred by the nation.. From thecalmnefs 
“ and temper which have diftinguiflied the deliberations of 
" the Convention on this occafion, it may be forefeen that 
" juftice and reafon will direft its ultimate fentence. Hilto- 
“ ry will record the ftriking contrail between kings, who in 
“ the midft of the diflipatiem of courts fign proferiptions and 
” death warrants for the ddlruilion of thoufands of citizens, 
“ and the reprefentatives of the people, who deliberate with 
“ wifdom and caution on the punilhment of a Angle defpot. 

“ It is the delliny of kings to be the occafion of the cala- 
u mities of the people, whether they remain on their thrones, 
“ or whether they are precipitated from them.” 


PART 
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« PART II, 

** Wliether the Per/on of the King be inviolable. 

“ The people of Paris, by making an holy infurcftion at 
againft the king on the 10th of Auguft, deprived him of his 
f* charafter of inviolability. The people of the other departt 
' ** ments applauded this infurreftion, and adopted the confe- 
“ quence of it. The people have therefore formally inter- 
“ pofed to deftroy this royal inviolability. Tile tacit confent 
« of the people rendered the perfon of the king inviolable. 

The aft of infurreftion was a tacit repeal of that confent, 
“ and was founded-on the fame grounds of law as the confent 
“ itfelf. — Tlie king’s perfon is inviolable only with relation 
*f to the other branches of the legiflature, but not with rela- 
*' tion to the people.” 


1‘PART in. 

“ Whether an Appeal [hall It made to the Pedplt'f 

“ The people is the Sovereign. 

A Convention differs from an ordinary legiflature in this 

refpeft ,A legidatute is only a fpecies of fuperintending 

“ magiftrapy,- a moderator of the powers of government — A 
f‘ Convention is a perfeft xeprefentation of the fovereign. — 
4‘ The members of the fegiffative alfembly afled in Auguft upon 
“ thefe principles. — In fummoning the convention they de- 
“ plare a that they faw but one pieafure which could fare 
France ; 
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f‘ France ; namely, to have recotyrfe to the fupreme will of 
u the people, and to invite the people to excrcife immediate- 
“ ly that inalienable right of fovereignty which the conftitu- 
“ tion had acknowledged, and which it could not fubjeft to 
i‘ anyreftridlion. The public intereft required that the people 
“ fliould manifelt their will by the eledlion of a National Con- 
“ vention, formed of reprefentatlves invefled by the people 
“ with unlimited powers.— The people did nianifeft their will 
“ by the eledlion of that Convention. — The Convention being 
“ affembled, is itfl-lf that fovereign will which ought to p#e- 
“ vail.— It would be contrary to every principle, to fuppofe 
*( that the Convention is not alone exclulively the expreflion 
« of the general will, 

“ The powers of the Convention mud, from the very na- 
ture of the aftembly, be unlimited with rcfpedl to every 
*f meafure of general fafety, fuch as the execution of a tyrant. 
" —It is no Jonger a Convention if it has not power to judge 
the King, 

" A Convention is a conftituent body, i. e. a body that is 
** to make a conftitution for the people. — A legiflature makes 
“ laws under an cftablilhed conftitution, and in conformity 
“ to it. It is defpocifm when in the ordinary and permanent 
“ eftablilhtnent of a ftate there is no reparation of powers; 
“ but it is of the very eflence of a conftituent body to con* 
“ center for the time all authority. — It is the very nature of 
“ a National Convention to be the temporary image of the 
“ nations, to unite in itfelf all the powers of the ftate, to em* 
‘I ploy them againft the enemies of liberty, and to diftribute 
“ them in a new tbcinl compadt called a Conftitution. 

“ Behold that conftituent afTembly which laid the firft foun* 
‘f dations of your liberty ! Behold that revolutionary genius ! 
“ which broke through every impediment, exceeded its de- 
•*' legated authority, created its own powers according to the 
“ exigencies 
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« exigencies of liberty, and to the occafional wants of the. 
« people, deftroyed all prejudices by the force of that public 
« opinion to which it gave birth, obliterated all privileges, 
« abolilhed all the parliaments, changed the form and tenure 
« of all property., a's well as the meafure and fign of all value, 
« and made a perjured King its prifoner ! Nothing was want- 
« ing to immortalize that affembly, but to have delivered. 
« France from the calamity of Kingly Government, and to. 
«' have relieved you from the duty of judging the lull of your. 
“ Kings. 

; “ With this example before your eyes, you hefitate even' 
“ in the firflftep of your duty. — Am I then no longer in the. 
tl midfl of that National Convention, whpfe honourable million 
« it was to deflroy Kings and Royalty ?” 

'Having thus traced the proceedings of the Society forCon- 
ftitutionallnformation to the period when the commencement of- 
the war with France neccffarily interrupted the developement- 
of their principles and defigns by their correspondence with 
that country, your committee will now lay before Lhc Houfe. 
fuch particulars as relate 10 their proceedings at home, in con- 
cert with the London Correfponding Society, and with the 
feveral focieties in different parts' of the country, during the< 
fame period. 

From thefe it will appear. — That not only the London Cor- 
refponding Society, but all the principal locieties in the coun- 
try, have been regulated under the immediate aufpices of the 
Society for Conflitutional Information, and have, both in their 
Origin and progrefs, looked up to that fociety for their guidance 
and dire&ion in the purfuit of their common objedt ; 

That particularly fince the inflitutibn of the Correfponding 
fociety, which appears from a very early period to have had an 
intimate connexion with the Society for Conflitutional Infor- 
mation, 
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•mation, a fyflem of General Correfpondence has been efla- 
bli Died, by means of which the principles of that fociety (fucli 
as they have been already Hated) have been widely tliftiifcd 
and dilleminated through the country : 

• That throughout the whole of this e&telifive correfpondence* 
the llrongeft marks appear of an ahnoft univerfal agreement and 
ca operation among the country focieties, not only in the ge- 
neral principles to which your Committee has already refer- 
red, but alfo in the nature and frame of the focieties, in the 
•fyftem of concert and delegation, and in the particular objeffc 
of forming a national convention for the purpofe of carrying 
■their principles into full effeft ; and that traces of tltis deftga 
are to be found in a greater pr lefs degree at a very early period 
of this correfpondence. 

. The London Correfponding Society was inftitutedin Janu- 
ary 1792. A general acconnt of the plan according to which 
it was formed and diftributed into different divifiuns, has al- 
ready been given in the lad Report, and a lift of the number 
of diviftons,- which had been gradually eftabiilhed, has been 
found among the papers in the pofleflion of the Secretary. . 

In one of the firft communications fiom the London Cor- 
refponding Society to the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion *, they ftate that “ The delegates of the Correfponding 
11 Society think it their duty to acquaint the Conftitutional 
“ Society, without delay, of the' fubfeription begun amonglt 
“ feveral of their divifions for the defence of the profccution 
“ faid to be commenced againft that woithy member of the 
“ Conftitutional Society, Mr. Thomas Paine, in confcquence 
“ of his valuable publication, intitled “ The Rights of 

* ‘ Man and that they had no doubt that a numerous body 
“ would be found to follow an example, fo juft in itfelf, and 

u lb 
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lt fo efleijtjal to the fupport of that filial! portion of liberty 1 
“ which fe' 'people of England are dill fuppofed to enjoy; 
“ That the approbation and encouragement which their fee- 
" ble endeavours had met with from the Condilutional So* 
“ ciety, made them defirous of uniting more ftrongly and 
“ more immediately with that fociety, and for this purpofe 
“ they wiflied that fix of their members might be admitted 
“ into the Gonftitutional Society, after the manner of thofe 
“ received from the focieties at Sheffield and Norwich.” 

The London Correfponding Society fignify that they are 
highly favoured by the rcadinefs of the Canditutionnl Society 
to admit fix of their members *, arid that their fenfe of the fa- 
vour fo conferred will be bed exprefied by their clofe atten- 
dance at the indru&ive meetings of the Conditutional Socie- 
ty, and by their condant endeavours to forward the fo bene- 
ficial, and fo much wanted reform of parliamentary represen- 
tation'.' 

The following feries of extrafls is taken from the corref- 
pondencc, botli of the Society for Conditutional Information 
and of the London Correfponding Society, with the feveral 
focieties indituted in the country *. 

The fir ft is a letter from Sheffield to the fecretary of the 
Conditutional Society, dated 15th January 1792 f, dating that 
the fociety edablifhed at Sheffield humbly folicits the advici 
and affidance of the Conditutional Society for the purpofe of 
forming a connexion •with dll Jimilar focieiies in England ; and 
adds, that information of the methods, terms, and manner 
ef application for the above purpofe, as likewife the admiffion 
of one of their members into the Conditutional Society, will 
• • be 

• London Correfponding Society, 6 July, 179s. 
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be efteemed a particular favour, and gratefully acknowledged. 
In the poftfcript to the -letter, an account is given of the ori- 
gin of the Sheffield Society ; and it is {bated, that it at firft 
originated in an a dumbly of five or fix mechanics, who from 
converfation about the enormous high price of provifions, the 
unbounded authority of tire monopolifts of all ranks, from 
the king to the peafant, and the wade of the public property 
by placemen, penfioners, luxury, and debauchery, together 
with the mock reprefentation of the people, concluded that 
nothing but ignorance in the people could fuffer the natural 
rights of every free man to be thus violated. They formed a 
fociety, which was gradually increafing, and divided into fe- 
pa'rate bodies. They re-publiflied Paine’s Rights of Man at 
the low price of 6d. each copy, to which they propofed to 
annex an abitraft of the noted iniquitous corn bill of laft year. 

The fame fociety at Sheffield*,. in a letter to the Conftitu. 
tional -Society, mention that their numbers increafe, for that 
mod of the towns and villages in the neighbourhood are 
farming themfclves into fimilar aflociations, and dri<dly ad- 
here to the mode of copying the Sheffield fociety. They re- 
turn thanks for the kind communications which they have re- 
ceived from the principal members of the Conditutional So- 
ciety ; and they enclofe a parcel for the fecretary of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, in anfwtr to a letter of his, by 
which he had informed them, that there were in London a 
number of mechanics, fliopkeepers, &c. forming themfelves 
into a fociety, on the broad bafts of the Rights of Man, and de- 
firing to know the manner of conducing this bufinefs at 
Sheffield : In anfwer to which, the Sheffield Society had giv- 
en them their manner of proceeding, and hoped it might be 
of fome ufe, as the improvement they were about td adopt 
G . was 
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was certainly the beft for managing large bodies in great and 
populous towns, viz. dividing them into fmall bodies or meet- 
ings of ten perfons each, and thefe ten peifons to appoint a 
delegate; ten of thefe delegates to form another meeting; 
and fo on, delegating from one to another , till at laji they are re- 
duced to a proper number for conjlituting ,the- committee or grand 
council • 

The fociety at Sheffield exprefs their determination to ob- 
tain a radical reform of the country , as foon as prudence and 
diferetion will permit, and to ejlablifj.it upon that fyjltm •which 
is conffent with the Rights of Man * ; for thefe reaforia, they 
requeft, that certain members of their fociety may be admit- 
ted into the Conftitutional Society, in order that : the fociety 
at Sheffield may be ftrenthened, and enabled to extend ufeful 
knowledge from town to village, and from village to town, until 
the whole nation be Jufjicicntly enlightened and united in the fame 
c?ufe ; which , they fay, cannot fail of being the cafe, wherever 
the mo/l excellent works of Mr. Thomas Paine find refdence. 

The Conftitutional Society at Manchefter tranfmit copy of 
their refolution to the Conftitutional Society in, London •)-, in 
which they refolve that their thanks are due to Mr. Thomas 
Paine , for the publication of the fcond part of the Rights of Man, 
combining principle and practice : They file it a work of the highef 
importance to every nation under Heaven, but particularly to this : 
They exprefs their hope, that in confequence of the effeft of 
this work a complete reform in the prefcnt inadequate ftate 
of the reprefentation of the people will be accompliftied ; and 
that the other great plans of public benefit which Mr. Paine 
has fo powerfully recommended will fpeedily be carried into 
effect 
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The delegates of the united Conftitutional Societies at Nor- 
wich communicate to the London Society for Conftitutional 
Information a number of refolutions # , in which they exprefs 
their happinefs at the admiflion of the delegation from Shef- 
field, in order to form a plan of general information : They 
humbly beg to be admitted to the fame favour, and exprels 
. their wi/h that all the focietiei of a JImilar kind in England were 
flrongly and indiffolably united in one political body : They return 
their thanks to Mr. Thomas Paine, for his firft and fecond 
parts of the Rights of Man : They fincerely wifli that he may 
fee his labours crowned with fuccefs in the general difFufion 
of liberty and happinefs among mankind : They fignify that 
their numbers are increafing; and they earneftly intreat all 
. their brethren to increafe their aflociations, in order to form 
one grand extenfve union of all the friends of general liberty. 

In a letter to the fecretary of the London Correfponding 
Society f , the Society at Stockport return thanks to the Cor- 
je (ponding Society for the kindnefs, which they fay will be 
ufefial in the formation of the infant fociety at that place ; that 
■they fland much iij,needof their experience in this particular* 
They ftate that they have carefully perufed the Addrefles, of 
which a parcel has been fent them by the London Correfpond- 
ilig Society ; and obferve on their contents in general, that the 
fentiments hardly rife to that height which they expefled from 
men fenfible of their full claims to abfolute and uncontroulable 
liberty* i. e. unaccountable to any power which they have not im- 
mediately con/lituted and appointed. They further ftate, that 
thefe are their ■fentiments, whatever be thofe of the London 
Correfponding Society, though in the prefent ftate of political 
knowledge 


* Norwich, a 4th March 1791. 
f Stockport, a 7th Sept. 1792* 
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knowledge it may be prudent not to avow them openly ; they de- 
fire to be informed of the means of accomplifhing their com- 
mon objeft ; and they conclude with the following words 

“ We obferve one exprellionj which (ays,, numerous other 
" reforms would undoubtedly take place, &c. See. 

“ But we alk, How is that Parliament to be chofen ? Can 
u we expeft it from the prefent order of things ? Would not 
«* the evil be done away at nee by the People ajfcmbled in conven~ 
“ tion ? — Does it appear probable that the odious laws of which 
*■* we complain will be abolifhed by any other way ? Can the 

<( grievances arifingfrom arijtoc/acy be redreffed, while the 

“ retains its prefent authority in the legifature ? Is the umverfnl 
“ right of conjcience ever to be attained, while the B. maintain 
“ their feats on the ? 

“ Your thoughts on thefe important points, we moft ear- 
tl ncftly defire may be tranfmitted as foon as pollible, not di- 
“ reeled as the lad, a6 we fear it will excite fufpicion.” 

“ (Signed) 


A letter from Margarot (the Prefident) to the Friends of 
U'niverfal Peace and the. Rights of Man, at Stockport, fays, 
“ With regard to the publications of the London Correlpond- 
“ ing Society, they, ate exprefled in as flrong terms as prudcijce 
“ will permit, yet plainly enough to convince the public, that 
“ while we expect every thing from an honed aud annual par- 
“ liament, nothing (hort of fuch a fenatc, chofen by the whole 
" nation, will fatisfy us V’— The letter proceeds to (fete an in- 
tention of countenancing the druggie of the French nation 
againft defpotifro pwl arillocracy, by addrefling the French 
National Convention. 

A 

London Correfponding Society, 11th Oft. 179a. 
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A copy of the Add refs is intlofed, and a concurrence of the’ 
Stockport Society is folicited. The letter concludes thus : If, 
« on the contrary you difapprove of that mark of zeal towards 
« the only nation that' has hitherto undertaken to reftore man- 
« kind to their juft rights, pleafe to communicate to us 
“ your objections.” 

A letter from the editors of The Patriot, to the fecretary of 
the London Correfponding Society, exprefles their commen- 
dation of the laudable fpirit which has induced tire London 
Correfponding Society to addrefs the Convention of France; 
Hates the encouragement which they had given to the fociety 
at Stockport ; and exhorts the London Correfponding Society 
a]fo to give it their fanftion, advice, and fupport ; announces 
that fevcral focieties have been formed within the lafl three 
weeks at Edinburgh, and that they had received fome mod fpi- 
rited communications from thence. The letter concludes ; We 
“ clearly forefee that Scotland will foon take the lead of this 
“ country, and conceive it will be ncceffary to take the greateft 
“ care that an imiverfal communication fhould be conftantly 
“ kept up between the feveral focieties, however diftant, and 
“ that all lhould determine to aft upon the fame principle, as • 
“ near as may be, in a regular and aftiVc union. It was by • 
“ this method that France became fo thoroughly united, and 
“ we ought never to lofe Gght of it 

A letter from the fecretary of the fociety at Stockport, td 
the fecretary of thp Loudon Correfponding Society, has thefe 
terms : 

“ 1 am direfted by the Friends of Univcrfal Peace and 
“ the Rights <f Man, to inform you that we received two 
“ letters 
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" letters from you, the firft, dated September ai, requeAing 
“ us'to coneert with you in tranfmitting to the French Na- 
Convention an addrefs figned by every member, &c. 

■' ■‘‘ 'With refpeft to the fubjlance of this letter, we believe 
n that the caufe of the French is that of every individual per- 
“ Jon in Europe that is not fattening on plunder, or through ig- 
“ norauce, obflinacy, and inattention, fit unconcerned, and 
“ will not be perfuaded to confider, although inevitable ruin 
“ ‘ Ihould be the awful confequence. 

■ We therefore think it highly neceffary to add our friendly 
“ aid and affftance, in order to Jlimulatc the opprejfed friends of 
“ freedom in France againft all the defpots in Europe (who are 
“ combined againft the juft and equal right’s of man) by alluring 
“ them that we view their ft goal exertions and wonderful viflo. 
11 ries with admiration, together with the extinction of tr cache- 
“ rous royalty , and the reftoring to every individual his equal and 
“ indubitable rights, as fellow men and free citizens j and that 
our hearts are united with theirs as in one common caufe, con- 
“ (idering in a great meafure their viftory our emancipation , to- 
“ gether with their own. 

“ Yet Ihould it ever be the cafe that our miniflry fhould 
“ be fo .perfidious as, contrary to their pledged faith of neutrality, 
“ to join the execrable band of defpots againft the caufe of free- 
“ dom, we will Hand forward even to the hazarding of our 
“ lives, by ufing every juftifiable means to counteratt their 
“ machinatiQns, and give to the friends of freedom all the en- 
“ couragement and fupport which we feverally unfupported 
11 can afford 

A letter to the fecretary of the London Society for Confti- 
tutional Information, dates, that the people of Leicefter are to 
have their firft adjourned meeting in a few days, and that 

they 
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they (land in need of a fort of creed for immediate publication* j 
and one from the Norwich Society dates, that having found 
that the Friends of the People, and Society for ConlJitutiojial 
Information, do not exactly agree, they wifh to know the rea- 
fon f. That it appears to them that the difference was this— 
The Friends of the People mean only a partial reform, be- 
caufe they leave out the words exprefling the Duke of Rich- 
mond’s plan, and talk only of a reform ; while the Manchefter 
people feem to intimate, by addrefling Mr. Paine, that they 
were intent upon republican principles only : To come clofe 
to the main quell ion, they defire to know whether the gene- 
rality of the focieties mean to reft fatisfied-wich the Duke of 
Richmond’s plan only, or whether it is their private defign to rip 

up monarchy by the root, and to place democracy in its Jlcad ? . 

The letter then gives an account of the plan which the Nor- 
wich fociety wifh to obtain, and which has already been mov- 
ed for at their general meeting, namely, a full and equal re- 
prefentation of the whole body of the people. 

The Manchefter Reformation Society Hate, that the caufe 
of Liberty goes on rapidly in that town ; their numbers in- 
creafe ; and they- defire to be admitted to correfpond with the 
London Society for Conftitutional Information 
A fociety at Leicefter requeft every particular requifite to 
enable them to eftablifh a conftitutional fociety there, fimilar 
to that in London, and thofe at Manchefter, Stockport, &c. § 
They defire all that is neceffary by the firft mail ; — they ftatc 
that they want laws, orders, principles, creeds, addreffes, de- 
clarations, and refolutions : And a letter from a meeting at 
Coventry 

* Leicefter, 9th Nov. 1791. 
f Norwich, nth Nov. 179a. 
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Coventry folicits the London Society for Gonflitutiorial In. 
formation to tranfmit a. plan of the Sheffield, or any other 
fociety which they may think beft adapted to produce the 
end of eftabliffiing a conftitutional fociety at Coventry # . 

• When the London Correfponding Society found that their 
conduft began to attraft notice, they publifhed a long juflrifi- 
jfttion of it f, which they communicated to the Society for 
Conftitutional Information. This paper, the profefled ob- 
je£t of which is to prove the moderation of the fociety, and 
to vindicate them from the impution thrown out againft them, 
concludes in the following words “ Let us wait, and watch 
« the enfuing Seffion o”f Parliament, from which we have 
« mudh to hope, and little to fear. The Houfe of Commons 
« may have been the fource of our calamity — it may prove 
that of our deliverance ; fliould it not. we truft we {hall 
M not prove ourfelves unworthy of our forefathers, whofe ek- 
« ertions in the eaufe of mankind fo well deferve our imita- 
** tion.” 


Your Committee have thus given a view of the different 
proceedings to the clofe of the year 1792. Early in 1793 j, 
(lie joint correfpondence of the two focieties in London with 
the country focieties feems to have been dircdled to the often- 
fible purpofe of obtaining petitions to the Houfe of Commons 
in favour of a reform in parliamentary reprefentation, and al- 
fo petitions from the fame focieties againft the continuance of 
the war. A feries of letters relating to thefe objtfts is in- 
ferted in the Appendix. — But your Commilte think it neccf- 

fary 

* Coventry, afitli Nov. 179a, 
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fary to call the particular attention of the Houfe to extra&s 
from fome part of this correfpondence, from which it will ap- 
pear, that the mcafure of addreffing petitions to the Houfe of 
Commons, in 1793, on the fubjeft of parliamentary reform, 
was adopted without. either any approbation of that mode of 
application, or any.hope of fuccefs in its profefled objeft ; and 
that the focieties approved of thofe petitions, even in the ex- 
ceptionable language in which they were expreffed, with no 
other view than that of accommodating themfelves, for a 
time, to fuppofed prejudices and circumftances, and of open- 
ing the way to the profecution of, their defign in that mode 
which they have fince actually purfued, and which appears 
even then to have been in their contemplation. From fome 
of thefe letters it is evident, that the London Correfponding 
Society had, previous to the month of March 1 793 * (al- 
though the letter itfelf, in which they did fo, has not been 
found) ftated, for the confideration of the country focieties, 
three propofitions : 

Firlt, A petition to Parliament. 

Secondly, A petition to the King, 

Thirdly, A Convention. 

And in a fubfequent letter of the 4th of March, from the 
Correfponding Society to the fociety at Sheffield, there is this 
paragraph : 

“ With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unani- 
“ moufly of opinion, that fuch a petition would not produce a 
“ reform; yet from many confiderations we are now per- 
“ fuaded, that if every fociety in the If and will fend forward a 
“ petition , we {hall ultimately gain ground, for as much as it 
“ will force the members of the fenate repeatedly to difcufs 
“ the fubjeft, and their deliberations, printed in the different 
H “ newfpapers, 
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*' newfpapers, will moll naturally awaken the public mind 
«* towards the obje£t of our purfuit. The nation, once in- 
*«’ formed that a reform in Parliament is fought for in different 
** quarters, gives rife to debates in the Houle of Commons, 
(and is acknowledged in every rank to be wanting,) will 
“ begin to exercife their own reafons on the fubje£t: — Arri- 
“ veil at that period, tue prtfutne our bitfincfs -will be nearly ac- 
“ complijloed.” 

In a letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich, 
dated 5th March 1 793 *, to the Society for Conllitutional In-' 
formation, they date, that they fee a great propriety in univer- 
fal fuffrage and annual election ; but wilh to know what has 
been collefted to be the fenfe of the people ; that the Corre- 
fponding Societies of London have recently fubniitted three 
propolitions for their inveftigation : 

Whether a petition to parliament, or an addreL to the King, 
or a convention : They fay, that they are a conquered peo- 
ple under that degrading necellity — to Hate their grievances 
to the Houfe of Commons, with a requefl for redrefs ; and 
fliould they refufe to .grant their reafonable petitions, they 
have dill got (no thanks to them) a formidable engine that will 
convey the infult to the remoteft parts of the kingdom. — As 
to the propriety of the fecond, they fay, they are dubious of 
its good confequcnces. — Laftly, as to a convention , they fay, it 
it the oljeil that theypnrfue ; that they efleem any other means only 
irt fubordination to, and at having a tendency to accomplijb that de- 
sirable end.; but, they add, wifhing to be in union with their 
brethren, they defire to know whether it is nectffiry to ob- 
, tain fignatures to a petition. 

The anfwer to this letter from Norwich has been • already 
mentioned 
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mentioned in the former: It refers to the three queflions fitted, 
and contains the paragraph inferred in the former Report. 

“ Where, then, are we to look for the remedy ? to that 
“ Parliament of which we complain? — £o the executive power, 

“ which is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in Parliament? 

“ or to ourfelves, reprefented in feme meeting of delegates 
“ for the efpeclal purpofe of reform, which we fuppofe yoa 

“ underhand by the term convention ?" It then proceeds 

“ It is the end of each of tliefe propofitions, that we ought 
“ to look to j and as fuccefs in a good caufe mufl be the effeffc 
“ of perfeverance, and the riling reafon of the time, let us 
“ determine with coolneft, but let us perfevere with decifion. 

“ As to a convention, we regard itas a plan, the mod defirable • 
“ and moll practicable, fo foon as the great body of the people 
« lliall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the 
“ attempt. Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the 
“ moment is arrived for that purpofe. As to any petition to 
11 the crown, wc believe it liopelefs in its confequeucea. With 
“ refpett to the laft of the propofals, we are at a lots to advife. 

“ If the event is looked to in the vote which may be obtained, 

“ from that body to whom this petition is to be addrellbd, 

“ which of us can look to it without the profpeft of an abfo- 
“ lute negative ? In this point of view, therefore, it cannot 
“ require a moment’s confideration. 

“ But if we regard the policy of fuch a meafure, it may in 
“ our apprehenlion be well worth confidering as a warning 
“ voice to our prel'ent legilljtprs, and as a fignal Cor imitation 
“ to the majority of the people. 

“ bhould fuc;h a plan be vigoroufly and generally purfued, 
“ it would hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen, 
‘t that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy of atten- 
“ tion or confideration, who defire the reftoration of the anti- 
“ ent liberties of England i but on the. contrary, jt might 

bring 
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ft Ving into light that hod of well-meaning men, who, in the 
“ different towns and counties of this realm, are filently but 
“ ferioufly anxious for r formation in the government. 

•< We exhort you with anxiety to purfue your laudable en- 
“ deavours for the common good, and never to defpair of the 
“ public caufe 

The letters of the Correfponding Society of the 17th May 
and 25th July 1 793, and of the Norwich focicties of the 5th 
pf July, and various paffages in the proceedings of the Scotch 
Convention, and of thofe of the Society at Sheffield, will be 
found to contain additional proofs of what has been reprefen ted 
to be the real view and intention of prefenting thefe petitions ; 
but being fubfequent to the time when thefe petitions were pre- 
sented, they will be more particularly referred to in ftating 
the tranfaftions during the remainder of the year 1793, of 
which your Committee will proceed to take notice. 

After the rejedlion of the petitions in May 1793, and the 
determination of the Houfe upon the fubjedl of a change in. 
the reprefentation in Parliament, the Correfpondence inferred 
in the Appendix will fhew that the union and concert between 
the two Societies in London feem to have acquired additional 
ftrengthf. It is foon afterdiftinflly ftated, that more ejfcflual 
means than petitions mujl be adopted ; aud early in the Autumn, 
of 1793, the joint efforts of the two foeieties were diredted to 
the formation of a Convention at Edinburgh, to which-dele- 
gateswere to be fent from London, and were invited from ma- 
ny of the country foeieties. ^ Many of thefe foeieties actually 
fent delegates; and of thofe who did not feveral approved of 
the meafure, and only objedted to the time ; while others, ap- 
proving 

Correfponding Society, 16 April 1793. 
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proving both of the time and of the meafure, declined any 
fliare in it on account of their not having received a fufficiently 
early notice, or of their being unable to afford the expence 
with which it was neceffarily attended. 

The immediate foundations of thefe proceedings appear to 
have been a letter from the Qorrefponding Society, May 1 7th, 
1794, to the friends of the people at Edinburgh, which, after 
exprefling their delire to unite, not only with each ether , but •with 
every other fociety throughout the nation, proceeds : “ Our peti- 
“ tions, you will have learned, have all been unfuccefsful ; 
“ our attention mull now, therefore, be turned to fome more 

“ effectual means ; from your fociety we would willingly 

“ learn them, and you, on your part, may depend upon our 
•< adopting the finned meafures, provided they are con It it u- 
“ tional ; and we hope the country will not be behind us”.§ 

A letter from Skirving to Hardy, dated the 25th May 1793* 
is iuferted in the appendix, and contains many paffages which 
appear to be very material, but which will be more particu- 
larly referred to in the accounc of the correfpondence of the 
Scotch Convention. 

On the ioth of June 1793, the Secretary of the Correfpond- 
ing Society, writes to the Secretary to the ConftitutionalSocie- 
ty at Birmingham : “We are entirely of your opinion with 
“ regard to the neceffuy of a general union ; and believe as 
“ you do, that when once the country fliall be fo united, the 
“ Neros of the day will be forced to yield to the juft demand of 
“ a long and fore oppreffed people”. 

A letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, which ap- 
pears to have been received by the fecretary of the London 
Correfponding Society, on the 25th of June 1793, contains 
the following pafl’age : “We received your friendly letter 
“ wherein 
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“ wherein you Hated three propofitions ; firft, a petition to 
“ hisMajcfty; or to parliament; or, a national convention, 
“ I gave my opinion on the fubjeft to the Conftitutional So. 
u cicty at London, and found their ideas congenial to my own, 
“ viz. An addrefs to the King, futile ; a petition to Parlia- 
“ ment, as a conquered people, tolerable ; a national conven- 
“ tion, if circumftanccB permitted, beft of all'’. 

And in a letter from the fecretary of the Correfponding So- 
ciety, of the 25th of July 1793, which appears to be an an-, 
fwer to the foregoing, it is faid, “ With regard to the quef- 
“ tions themfelves, however individuals may have made up 
“ their minds on them, the public feemed moll to approve of 
“ the mode of petitioning Parliament ; -we accordingly acquiefeed 
and fent in a Petition, ligned by nearly 6,000 perfons; 
“ with this letter you will receive a copy of it, and of its fate 
“ you arc doubtlefs not unacquainted.” After faying that 
their firmnefs is not confined to words, and that they will 
be foremoft in aliening and recovering the loft liberties of the 
country, the letter recommends to the Norwich Society to form 
a junction with all others aflociated for the fame purpofc 
throughout the nation ; and above all orderly and courageoujly 
to prepare themfelves for thrrvent, as they cannot expel! to repof- 
fcf their rights -without ajlruggle ; that it may be advantageous 
to humanity, that they Ihotild fliow themfelves at firft an in- 
dignant opprejftd people , in -whom is not yet entirely extinll the 
valour of their forefathers . 

In the month of O&ober the refolutions were palled in the 
Society for Conftitutional Information, and the London Cor- 
refponding Society, relative to the Convention at Edinburgh, 
which have been already taken notice of *. 

The Society for Conftitutional Information at Sheffield in- 

fert, 
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fert, In a letter to the London Conflitutional Society, tlie fol- 
lowing extradl from a letter, which was fent to the Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh*: 

“ That it would have given this Society the mod heartfelt 
« fatisfa&ion to have had a delegation prefentat theirapproach- 
“ ing Convention, had we received timely notice of their wiihes 
“ that it fliould be fo : But it unfortunately happens that all 
“ the Gentlemen belonging to the Society, which it would 
“ choofe for fo important a.buGnefs, .are fo previoufly engag- 
11 ed in affairs which they cannot poilibly poftpone in fo fliort 
“ an ihterval, that it is not in our power to comply with their 
‘f requiGtion on the prefent occaGon. 

■** This Society are alfo of opinion, that to give to fuch a 
“ meafure its full effeS, it would be neceffary that the other 
" Societies in South Britain fliould have communication with 
“ each other on the fubjeft, and be able to afeertain that 
* deputations fliould be fent from at leaft, a majority of the 
“ focieties in this part of the kingdom. And, to evince that 
“ we fliould be happy to unite our efforts with their’s in one 
“ firm and fettled plan, we alTure them, that if they think 
“ proper to fix another meeting inf~ '/ary or February , or any 
“ other time which may be more agreeable, and give us immedi- 
“• ate notice thereof, and that they wifli to fee delegates from 
“ the feveral focieties in this part of the kingdom, we will 
“ write to all thofe we arc in correfpondence with, to get 
“ fuch a delegation as may be truly refpettable and import- 
“ ant.” 

In a letter from the Conflitutional Society at Leeds, dated 
5th November 1793, to the Society for Conflitutional Infor- 
mation in London, is the following paragraph j- : 

It 
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*f It Is with great fatisfa£Hon we read your letter, and ap- 
“ .prove of your having elected your delegates to ferve upon 
“ fuch a laudable undertaking; but, if you meant for the 
“ Leeds Society to adopt the fame meafures, {hall be glad 
“ if you will anf\yer this immediately ; as we are not acquain- 
“ ted with the time of their fitting, we fear our delegates will 
" be too late.” 

A letter from the Society of Birmingham to the Londoit 
Conftitutional Society dates that they had received a letter 
from the Conftitutional Society, which had obtained the ap- 
probation of every member prefent, and that they would at 
all times concur with the Conftitutional Society in any mea- 
fure that may have a tendency to haften the return of depart- 
ed liberty ; that the object of the million of delegates to the 
Scotch Convention is a meafure upon which depends the regenera- 
tion of Britain from a Jlate offavery to a fate of freedom and hop. 
pinefs ; and that the Society at Birmingham have only to re- 
gret that at prefent their ability will not allow them to co-o- 
perate with the Conftitutional Society, by fending a delegate 
to the Convention at Edjnburgh ; and this they ftate to be one 
of the calamities of the{7 t *. 

The Society at Coventry tranfmit to the London Conftituti- 
onal Society the copy of a refolution of the a3th O&ober 1 793, 
relative to the election of delegates, communicating their ap- 
probation of .a meafure which they conceive peculiarly calcu- 
lated to accelerate the acquifition of the objeft propoftd f . 

The proceedings of the Convention, which aflembled at 
Edinburgh in the clofe of 1793, appear to your committee to 
have been of fuch importance, and to throw fo much light 

upon 
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ypon the fubjeft of this part of the, report, that it has been 
thought neceffary to, give a connected account qf them in this 
place, with references to extracts from, the minutes of that af- 
.fembly inferted in the appendix •, and, in qrder to render this 
gccqant niore cpmpleat, it may .be neceflary fhortly to recur 
to the proceedings of two other meetings which had taken 
place at Edinburgh at an earlier period-*. 

A number of pcrfons, (tiling themfelvcs a General Conven- 
tion of delegates from, the focieties of the Friends of the.Peo- 
ple throughout Scotland, appear, from the papers laid before 
tl)e Cojpnajttec, , to have affembled at Edinburgh on the nth 
of December 1792, for the purpofe, as they allc.dgqd, of con- 
certing meafures for obtaining a redrefs qf .grievances, and for 
jeftoring the freedom of eledlion, and an equal representation 
of the people in Parliament. — This meeting was compofed of 
a number of perfom affqmbled from different parts of Scotland, 
and delegated by the various clubs and focieties which hadjately 
been eftablifoed in that country under the name of the Friends 
of the People. — They amounted to about 170, amongft whom ■ 
were Tome perfons of a higher Gtuation and rank in life, ,moll 
of wjiom hqyveyer afterwards difeontinued their attendance. 
— Skirving, fincc convifted and, tranfported by fentence of 
the Court of Judiciary, afted as their fecretary, and continued 
uniformly to aft in that capacity. 

^fter- fittjng a , few (Jays, this convention appears to have 
adjourned to the end. of April 1793, when they again affem- 
. hl^d, -tlxough not in fup’o numbers as before, Skirving fiifiof- 
, ficiating as their fecretary, and correlponding with all the fo- 
cieties Jq, Scotland, and feveral in England, on the fubjedt of 
a Reform in Parliament. This convention feparated in four 
d?ys, and appointed their next meeting to take place at Edin- 
burgh on the 39th October following. 

1 About 


• * Appendix F, 
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About the time when the Aril convention ft para ted, Jh A- 
pril 1793, a covrefpomlence feems to have «.e>iin;vr:;ctl Ud? 
tween Skirving (the fecretary) anil various focieties in -Eng- 
land ; and the fyftein of uniting all thefe focieties in Great 
Biitain and Ireland, in- common meafure?, appears to’havebeen 
regularly afted upon. From a variety of letters Fbilnd hi the 
pofleflion of Skirving when apprehended at Edinburgh on the 
5th December 1793, it appears that he ccrrefpondul, as fe- 
cretary of the Scotch Convention, with the following fo. 
ci'eties : 

The Society for Conftitutional Information, Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, London ; 

The London Correfponding Society ; 

TTYe - Society of the Friends of the People, Free Maiohs 
Tavern, London ; 

The ShefBeld Conftitutional Society ; 

1 Leeds Conftitutional Society ; 

Nottingham Society for promoting a Parliamentary Be- 
fonn; and 

A Society at Norwich. 

The correfpondence with the Sheffield Conftitutional So- 
ciety commences in April 1793. 

Three letters from their fecretary were found in the poffcf- 
flop of Skirving to whom they were add reffed. 

The firft of thefe, inclofing a copy of the Petition then about 
to be prefented to the Hbufe of Commons — The fecohd, in. 
doling a fet of refolutionsagainft the war, which the fecreta- 
ry tranfmits, with a requeft that tlicy fliould be adopted by all 
the focieties in Great Britain— And the third, dated the 27th 
of May, after acknowledging the receipt of a letter of th 
10th of chat month from Skirving, communicating to the 
Sheffield Society the proceedings of the Convention at Edin- 
burgh, which feparated in April, approves of its proceedings, 

and 
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and ftatps an addrefe made by their late prefident to the Shef- 
field Society, which after complaining of the late rejection of 
the Sheffield petition in the Houfe of the Commons, declares, 
that a reform in Parliament can it ever be brought about, but by the 
powerful \nUrpafttian of the great hotly of the people *. 

The Sqciety of Leeds begin their correfpondence with Skir- 
ving). by a letter of the ayth of May 1793, by defiring/ra- 
ter/wl communication with the Society of Edinburgh, requefling 
its aflillance and inltruclion, and though their numbers are 
few, not exceeding 200, they are men, and determined to in- 
ftruft their neighbours in their common intereftf. 

On the 1 8th of May 1793, l * ie Friends of the People, Free 
Mafons Tavern, London, patted a vote of thanks to the Con- 
vepjion which had taken place the beginning of that year, for 
their zeal and a&ivity in the caufe of parliamentary re I or m, 
and recommended a continuance of the lame fpit it, induflry, 
and temper, during the rccel's of Parliament^;. This vote 
appears to have been tranfmitted to Skirving in a letter from 
the fecretary, which requefts that the vote of thanks might 
be communicated to the various focieties in Scotland 
On the 23d of July, the fecretary of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple wrote another letter to Skirving (apparently in anfwer to 
a, letter from him on the fubjefl ) in which is the following 
paflages — 11 The plan of delegates would be very improper in 
“ this country at prefent. A very fmall part of it indeed 
“ would be active for reform. Ilffuch a meeting is attempt- 
“ ed, it will operate, like many raih ftepo of fomc who 
“ wllh well to the caul'e, much to its difadvantage ||.” 

, ' Another 

1 * Vide Appendix F. (No. r.) 

J Vide Appendix F. (No. a.) 

, , .tf Vide Appendix F. (No. 3.) 

J 18 th May 1793. Vide Appendix F. (No. 4-) 

l! 23d July 1793. Vide Appendix, (No. 5.) 
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An'ottfef Tetter; ditcd 29th Oftober, from the fccretary of 
the Friends' of the People iiV Loridbri, addrcfled alfo to Sltir. 
vftrg,- a'dkrfowledges the receipt of fever-, il copies of the Trials 
of Muir altd Palmer, which he fays he will bind up will! the 
Trial of Paine, and recommends to the Seottifh Convention 
to avoid the violence which has dotie much mifehi’ef to the 
caiife of reform in England *. 

The Coh-fefpohdcrice of the London Correfpohding Socie. 
fy With Skifving, previous to May 1793, does not appear; 
btrt a letter of the 17th of this month, from the fecretai-y to 
Skirving, "which has been already referred to, follicits a re* 
riewal of correfpo’ndbnce, and more intimate co-operation. 

To this an anfwef was returned by Skirving, dated 25th 
Miry 1793, which has alfo been before referred to, and has the 
following remarkable paflages : 

“ If We fought only the extirpation of one fet of intereffed 
“ nien from the management of national affairs, that place 
“ might be given to another fet, without ajfeEl'uig the vitals of 
“ the fyfiem adve'rfe to reform , this might be eafily accompli/h- 
“ edj but to cut tip wide and deep rooted prejudices, to 
“ give effectual energy to the dictates of truth in favouv of 
“ public virtue and national ptofperity, in oppofition to feif 
“ and all its intereft.ed habits, and to withftand and over-awe ' 
** the final efforts of the powers of darknefs, is the work of 
“ tli’e nohole, arid not of a parti — a work to which mankind, 
“ till this awful period, were never adequate, becaufe never, 
“ till fmu difpofed to fraternize. 

“ Let us begin in earned to make up our minds relative to 
“ the extent of reform which we ought to feek, be prepared 
“ to juftify it, and to controvert obje&ions. Let us model 
“ the whole in the public mind. Let us provide every flaie 

and 

® ajtli Odltober 1793. Vide Appendix F. (No. 6s) 
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ct nl ul Jlay of -the tabernacle which vve would ere£t ; fo that 
'« when die tabernacles of oppreflion jn file palaces of nmbi- 
« tion are broken down, under the madnefs and folly of their 
“ fupporters, we inay then, without anarchy and all daiiger- 
“ ous delay, ereft at once our tabernacle of righteoufriefs.” 
On the 5 th of October, the fecretary of the London Cor- 
refponding Society again writes to Skirving *, highly approv- 
ing of the idea of a Convention, and expreffing his belief that 
the London Correfponding Society will fend delegates to it : 
“ Our Freedom, as you juftly obferve, depehds entirely on 
« ourfelves, and upon our availing ourfelves of this oppor- 
“ tiinity, which once loft may not be fo foon recovered.” 

On the 8th of November, he again writes to die delegates 
Margarot and Gerald, then in Edinburgh, informing them 
of what had been doing in the focicty Cnee their departure f; 
and requefts to be favoured “ with the number of delegates 
“ in the convention, and the number from England alfo, and 
'< how the civil and military power rclilhes your meeting.” 
On the 2pdi of November, he again writes to diem dat- 
ing that the General Committee “ are highly plcafed with 
11 the propofed union with our northern brethren ; and beg 
" you will ufe every exertion in your power to eftablifli that 
" defirable union upon a firm and permanent baGs. It gives 
“ us great pleafure and encouragement to hear that the fpirit 
“ of liberty is fo flourifliing in the north and are happy to 
“ inform you that the fame noble fpirit is making a rapid 
“ progrefs ih the foulli.” 

The inftru&ions from the Correfponding Society to Mar- 
garet and Gerald, dated the 24th of O&ober 1793, Ggned 
by their chairman and fecretary, were alfo found in the pof- 

feflion 

* Vide Appendix E. 5th Oft. 1793. 
t 8th Nov. 1793. Vide Appendix F.(No. 7 .) 
t 29th Nov. 1793. 
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iUCon of Skirving. They conGd of nine different articles. 
Ey article ift, the delegate is indru&ed, that “he fliall on 
“ no account depart from the original object and principles 
11 of this focicty, namely, the obtaining annual parliaments 
“ and univerfal fuffrage by rational and lawful means : 

** ad. To fupport the opinion that reprefentatives in Par- 
** liament ought to be paid by their condiments : 

“ yth. That it is the duty of the people to rcGd any a£t 
“ of Parliament repugnant to the original principles of the 
« Cbnftitution, as would be every attempt to prohibit affu- 
*« ciations for the purpofe of reform.” 

The indru&ions by the Society for Conditutional Informa- 
tion to their delegates were alfo found in the pofieflion of 
Skirving ; the purport of which have been already dated in 
the former Report of the Committee. 

There was likewife found in the poffeffion of Skirving # , a 
letter from the fecretary of the Leeds Conditutional Society, 
addreffed “ to the members of the Scotch Convention,” and 
which is inferted at full length in the appendix f. 

From the papers produced to the Committee, it appears that 
.this Convention did accordingly aflemble at Edinburgh on the 
28th of O&ober lad, to the number of about 1 jq perfons ; 
and after fitting four days, in the hope of being joined by 
the delegates from England, they ftparated, in the apprehen- 
fion that the Englifh delegates did not mean to attend. — Two 
days afterwards Margarot and Gerald, with two other perfons, 
one of them a delegate from the London Society for Condi- 
tutional Information, and the other a delegate from Sheffield, 
arrived in Edioburgh. Skirving immediately called together 
a new convention, to meet upon the 19th of November; and 

in 

'* 18th Nov. 1793. . 
f Appendix F, (No. 8.) 
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in an advertifement inferted in the News-paper called The 
Edinburgh Gazeteer *, and by hand bills, ftrongly urged the 
ncceffity of the delegates throughout Scotland attending to 
this meeting. 

About the 4th or 5th of November, Meflrs. Hamilton 
Rowan, and Butler, members of the Society of United Iri(h- 
mcn of Dublin, arrived at Edinburgh from Ireland, though 
with ho immediate commiOion on this bulinefs; but during 
the week they remained in that place, they with the Englifh 
delegates, attended the meeting of the general committee 
of the Convention, in which it was agreed to receive thefe 
two gentlemen as delegates from the Society of United Irifli- 
mcn. Mr. Hamilton Rowan appears to have acknowledged, 
by voluntary declaration before the Sheriff of Edinburgh, that 
he had been folicited by letter from Scotland on the fubject 
of fending delegates from the Society of United Irilhmen to 
attend the Scotch Convention.; but he declined mentioning 
the names of' the perfon or perfons who had fo correfponded 
with him. 

This convention accordingly met on the 19th of November, 
to the number of about 160, and rather a greater proportion 
of country delegates than before. Rowan and Butler were 
by this time returned to Ireland. But the Englifh delegates 
remained, and regularly attended the Convention as long as 
it continued to meet. 

During the three firll days the Convention appears, from its 
minutes, to have chiefly employed itfelf on matters of form ; 
but having on the 22<l November 1793, changed its title 
to that of “ The Britifa Convention of delegates of the people, 

' “ aflociated to obtain univerfal ftjfrage and annual parliaments,'' 
they, in almoit every particular, aflumed the ftile and mode of 
proceeding 


Appendix F. (No. y.) 
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proceeding adopted by the National Contention .of Franqe, 
They .divided t}ietpfalY es ipto factions — >cqmmittees pf ,p.rgai>i r 
^jitioti, (inftruftions, finance, and fecrecy* denominated thqjr 
meetings fittings ; granted honours of fittings ; made honour- 
able .piention in, their minutes of patriotic. donations {entered 
their ipinutes as made, in the firft.year of the Britifli Conven- 
tion ; inftituted pri|TV'' r ,y fpeicties ) .provincial affemb)ies,.and 
-departments ; received, frpm, their fe&ions a variety of tpotioqs 
,ai>d repprts— fome.of which have the. words “ Vive la Coq- 
“ iventipn” prefixed to them, and erjd with “ 5a jra” — and 
: fome dated “ ,Fi>jl year. tf, the Briti/h Qoiweiitian, ojic and indi- 

viihJt.” 

.Having ?t laft, .op tbeaSth , of -November, with peculiar 
■ falpmnity, paffed.a rpfolution, jvhich neceflarily . attracted the 
-.attention of the law-officers oftfie Cro.wn, the rfaglejideitf, 
.with .all their’ papers, were ftized, ^arly on the morning qf 
• the 5th of .Deqe.ip.ber,_and Cjirried.befare the. proper ynagiftjrate 
for examination. The ..refoliition.. alluded to,. and which. ap- 
pears from the minutes (extracts from which are ftated in jtfie 
-Appendix) to have been the fubjedl pf. frequent and deliberate 
. confidcr^ipn, tyB^dpeiped ,by the Copyentipn .as, pot, expedf- 
-eut, to ,be infested immediately in , ifs .prqper place. The jp- 
: fertio.n.pf it appears to. ljave ppcn pp(lpon?d till- the c]qfa of 
. .the , Convention, and, a blank v/a$,left for. tliat.purppfe in the 
minutes. The motion, with die refactions .fpunded there - 
( «n, was difeovered ampngft the, papers of the delegate .from 
: the-^Oftiety .for Copftitutipijal Information in London,, and is 
of; the fallowing tenor : 

“•JJefalved, That .the. following declaration and refolu- 
“ tions.be infe.rted at the end of our minute? ; viz. 

“ , TJjnt this Convention, confidering the calamitous confe- 
“ quences of any adl of the Legifiature, which may tend to 
“ deprive 
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“deprive the whble or any part bf the people of their 'uti* 

“ doubted'right td meet, either by thcmfelves ' or by- dclega'-* 

“ tioif, 'todifeufs any matter relative to their 'common into- 
“ reft, whether of a public or private nature, and holding 
“ the fame to be totally inconfiftent with the firft principles 
“ an'd fafety,of-fdciety, and alfo'fubverfive of bu'r'known'dnd 
“ acknowledged rconftrtutiomd liberties/ do Hereby declare* 

“ before God and the world', -.that we lhall follow- the wholes 
“ fome examples of former times} by paying no 1 regaf d to" a-* 

“ ny a£t. wfcibh lhall militate agdinft the-corfftitution of out 1 
“ country, .and Avail continue to a-fleirtble'and'confider of th& 

“ beft mesns-by which we Can aecofnplifh a real repriffenta*/ 

“ tion of -the people, -anti . annual- elfc&ion,- until compelled 
" to defift-by fuperior.force.. 

“ And we do refolve, That the firft notice given for the 
“ introduftion of a-corivCntidn bill, '.or ' any- bill of n'fimtlar 
“ tendency to- that palled in Ireland in the laft Seflion of tlieii! 

“ Pariiaflicnf * * c * "• • • . • 1 

“ Or aiiy bill for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A'ft* 

“ or the Act' for - preventing- Wrbfigdus-Impfifonm'enc, and 
“ againft Undue Delays in Triol'in North Britain ; ■ ; 

“ Or in cafe of- an invafionj or Hire athniflion of any 1 Fo- 
“ reign- troops- wliatfdeVer into. Great" Britain or Ireland ; 

“ All or any :oiie of thefe calamitous circumftauces, lhall- 
“ be a fignal tofthe 'feveral delegates - to repair to'fuch place as 
“ the Secret Committee of ^his Convention fhaU appoint j and 
“ the firft. ferai. members lhall have power 'to declare the jt- 
“ tings- permanent, fhallicooftitute a convention, and twenty- 
“ one proceed to bufinefs ; . : • 1 

“ The'-Convention doth hereby farther refolve^ -That i etch/ 
“ delegate, immediately on his return home} do convene 'his- 
** conftituents, and explain to nhem the: nccelfity of electing' 
“ a delegate- or- .delegates, and- of eftablifhiirg. a fund, without' 
K ‘‘-delay* 
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" delay, againft any of thefe emergencies, for his or their ex* 
« pence •, and that they do inftrua the faid delegate or dele- 
ft gates to hold themfelves ready to depart at one hour’* 
V warning.” 

Thefe reflations appear, from tire minutes, to have been 
immediately followed up by the appointment of a fecret com- 
mittee, whofe powers and mode of proceeding arc precifely 
and diftinftly marked out in the minutes of the Convention. 
It is proper farther to ftate, that on the 4th of December, the 
day preceding the arreft of the ringleaders, when they pro- 
bably had either received information, or had fufpefted front 
their own conduft that meafure* were to be taken againft 
them, the Convention, on the motion of Margarot, unani* 
mcrufly refolved, 

“ That the moment of any illegal difperfion of the Britifh 
« Convention fhall be conGdered as a fummons to the dclen 
« gates to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the 
“ Convention of Emergency by the Secret Committee; and 
« that the Secret Committee be inftruftcd, without delay,' 
“ to proceed to fix the place of meeting. 

Upon the evening of the 5th of December the Conven- 
tion met, notwithftanding the arreft of their leading members’ 
upon die morning of that day, and proceeded inftandy to de- 
clare themfelves permanent, and to meet in fpite of the ma- 
giftrates ; but were prevented from proceeding further by the - 
unexpected appearance of the Magiftrates, to whofe audiori- 
ty they refufed to fubmit, until the Provoft of the city feized 
the Sheffield delegate, their prefident, and compelled him to 
leav? the chair. They again met on the evening of the 6th 
of December in a houfe in the fuburbs of the city, and were 
proceeding with the fame violence as on the preceding even- 
ing, when the fheriff of the county interrupted and difperfed 

them. 
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them. Since this period no public meeting has been held t 
but they have continued to meet privately, and in different fo- 
cieties, and appear ftill to carry on a fecret correfpondence 
with various parts of England and Scotland. An 'abftrafl: of 
the minutes of this Convention, and of the mod material mo- 
tions and proceedings held amongft tiiefe perfons, and three 
letters to the fecretary of the Correfponding Society, are fub- 
joined in the Appendix to this Report *. 

Subfequent to the difperfion of the Scotch Convention, the 
plan for calling another convention in England became the im- 
mediate objeft of the two focieties in London. An account of 
their proceedings for this purpofe has already been laid before 
theHoufe in the former report ; but in order to give a more 
connedted view of the whole fubjedt, your committee have in; 
ferted, in order of time, in the Appendix, the fame proceed- 
ings to which they have already referred. Your Committee 
having obferved, that the variation between the entry on the. 
books of the Society for Conttitutional Information, of the 
nth of April 1794, and the entry of the report received the 
fame day, from the joint committee of the two focieties, is 
likely to be relied on, as tending to fliew that die Society for 
Conftitutional Information did not concur with their commit- 
tee in die defign of aflembling a pretended General Conven- 
tion of the people, have inferted at full length in the Appen- 
dix + all that appears in the books of the Conftitutional Socie- 
ty on that fubjedt. They have alfo thought it right to infert 
the account given of this tranfadlion, in the examination of 
Mr Thompfon, a member of this lioufe, to which they re- 
fer t- 

In 

* Appendix F. (Nos. 10, xr, xa, & 13.) 

* Appendix C. Dec. 6. 1793. Jan. 10. 14. March. 38. April 4- II- 
and May 9. 1794. 

f Examination of Mr- Thomfon, Appendix G. 
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, In purftiance of the plan which they have adopted, the 
Committee- ha ve noit infettpdi fucli eorrdpcmdence and pro- 
ceedings of-tho focietics in’ the country,. as have paffed ftnce 
the difperfion'of tlie Convention at Edinburgh, with relation ‘ 
to the meafures to be. taken in.confequence of that event, and 
to -their- concitfreqce in the tlefign, formed, in London, for 

alTcmbling another^convention in England. . j 

At a general meeting .of delegates, held .at Norwich, it was 
unanintoully refolved, that one or more delegates (hall be fent | 

to ithe. next General. Convention,, as fbon- as called for by their 

London Correfpondpnts $. . . : • ■ 

In a.letter-to the fecretary .of the London- Correfponding 
Society, ifrora the. -Norwich -focieties, they defire to know whe- 
ther, ithe. Friends of the People.confent to; a* Convention^ and 
.whether they, will take an p'flive part—" Many, of our friends { 
“ are. fully convinced of the nicejfity, legality,. and ratiinolity of 
« .a Convention ; • but ffhiere whether, the time be.txpedient +!’. 
i -Some per.fons, who deferibe -themfelves. friends to a radical 
reform, write from Newcafile upon Tyae., to the fecretary of 
the .Correfponding Society,, that, they dare-afTert the -natural 
mid.unalienable rights of-man, - and have formed I them fdves 
into. Societies, .which. meet weekly, admitting none but :hmvn 
friends, and. have affumed no name but that.'of newfpaper com- 
panies— They, were in great fpir{ts; while the. Briti/h Convention 
continued, to a£l; but after their fuppreffion, .a damp .was call 
on. the. whole.— Subfcriptions were ready, to. be .'fent off-the 
very. night they -were. fupprefled: — They .with to. copy the 
example of .the London Correfponding Society, and. to know 
...... . ! .their 

* Appendix H. Norwich, Feb. 24. 1794. 

| Appendix H, April *9. 1794. 
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their -views and intentions a» foon as convenient; and 'defir- 
ing to be favoured with the correfpondence of that Society— 
they conclude, by. expfeffing a hope “ that the hydra of ty- 
fii rdnny and impofition may foon fall under the guillotine of 
truth and reafdn The Correfpondiqg Society return an 
ool'weri) in .which they exhort the fociety- at Neweallle to be . 
allured .that the glorious reign of Liberty and Equality will, ere 
long,, be eflablilhtd, and modern Governments, with every np- 
pepflage of wickednefs and corruption , will flee from their genial 

influence. They complain of the rapid advances of defpo- 

yiftn.i.n Great Britain, and exprefs their readinefs cordially to 
unite vntk'tvei'y focicty. in the three kingdoms, who have for 
their objef): a full and effectual reprefentation of the people ; 
t)iey . there fore have deputed fix of their members to meet fix 
members. . of. the. Society for Conflitutional -Information, to 

fojin a. committee of correfpondence and co-operation. — 

« ,T.hia. committee meets regularly twice a week, and any 
ff. member delegated by y.our .fociety, will meet with every 
-Information requhfd;- We inclofe you a few of out* refo-- 
“ ; lutions, entered, into at our general meeting on the 14th of 
« April, which will be fufliciently explanatory of our fenti- 
<< meats. and views: We heartily concur with you in wifhinp- 
“ that the hydra of .tyranny and. impofition may foon faihm- 
<[ der tbegnillptine. of truth and-.reafon.” ■ 

A letter tp tjie fe.cr.eta.ry. of the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, ; frpjn tl>e fec.r.e.t-nr.y ftf the Conflitutional Society at Shef- 
fieltj, gives ^n.acco,i\nt.pf a meeting at Halifax, The Friends 
of Peace and Reform at .Halifax .held a general publicmeet- 
ing.in die Open air,, pn April 2tft; 1794, at which were many 
fp iends frum_ Leeds,. .‘VV'd-^ficld, Huddersfield, Bradford, and 

the 

* Appendix, H. Newcaftle Upon Tytie, ih Ma/ 1794. 
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the adjacent neighbourhood*. The Friends of Freedom 

after the meeting, agreed to hold a general meeting of dele- 
gates, in order to confider of the meafures to be adopted by them 

preparatory to a general convention. The people of Halifax 

were advifed by the focicty at Sheffield to defer the meeting of 
delegates until farther information from the London Cor ref ponding 
Society, on that fubjeft 5 and for that reafon application was 
made to the fecretary of the. London Correfponding Society, 
requefting as early intelligence as polfible on that important 
buGnefs. 

The Society at Briflol applaud the refolution of the London 
Correfponding Society for firming another general convention^, 
and Gate that their increafing numbers give them every reafon. 
able hope of foon being able more effectually to co-operate 
with that fociety — they defire a flectchof the plan refpefting 
the General Convention. In the anfwer of the London Cov- 
refponding Society it is Gated, that a printed circular letter 
from them has been determined upon, of which the Society at 

lirifiol may expert a copy in a few days This refers to the 

circular letter for calling a convention , inferted by your Com. 
mittee in their former report. 

iour Committee have thought it right in this place to call 
the attention of the Houfe to the proceedings of a meeting 
held at Sheffield on the 7th of April 1 794, which form a very 
material part of tbefc tranfaflions ; although it does not ap- 
pear that at that meeting any refolution was paffed expreffing 
nn intention to fend delegates to the intended Convention. 

Thefe proceedings confift of an addrefs to the king ; an nd- 
d refs to the nation ; certain refolutions; and fpeeches (print- 
ed together with them, and) delivered on the faqie day by a 

perfon 

* Appendix H. Halifax, 11 May 1794. 

f Appendix H. Briftol, *4 April 1794. 



( 79 ) 

perfon calling himfelf Henry Yorke.— The title is as fol- 
lows: 

" Proceedings of the Public Meeting held at Sheffield, in 
“ the open air, on the 7th of April 1794 ; and alfo an 
“ addrefs to the Britilh nation, being an expofition of the- 
“ motives which have determined the people of Shef- 
“ field to petition the Hiufe of Commons no more on the fub- 
“ jecl of Parliamentary Reform 
In the courfe of thefe proceedings it was moved, « That a 
“ petition be prefented to the Houfe of Commons, for a re- 
“ form in the reprefentation of the people in parliament 
But fo marked was the difapprobation given by the whole 
meeting to this meafure, that not one lingle perfon fconded 
the motion, bat a moll profound filence, interrupted only by 
a few murmurs, was obferved. 

An account is afterwards given of one of Yorke’s fpeeches, 
in which, after fpeaking of general hiltory, there is the fol- 
lowing pafiage : 

*? It muft be granted that this experience is important, be- 
“ caufe it teaches the fufFering nations of the prefent day in 
what manner to prepare their combufitble ingredients , and 
11 humartifts in what manner enkindle them, fo as to produce 
“ with effect that grand political explo/ion, which at the fame 
“ time that it burys defpotifm, already convullive and agoniz- 
“ ing, in ruins, may raife up tile people to the dignity and 
" fublime grandeur of freedom. 

“ When fuch a revolution of fentiment ffiall have difperf- 
" ed the mills of prejudice ; when, by the inceffimt thuuder- 
“ ings from the preTs, the mcaneft cottager of our country 
fliall be enlightened, and the fun of reafon.fliall fiiinc in its 
" fulled meridian over us, then the commanding voice of the 
“ whole people /hall recommend the five hundred and fifty-eight 
'• Gentlemen in St. Stephen's chapel to go about their bufinef.” 

The 
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'Hie refolutions adopted at the meeting were ; 

: “ lit. That- the people being the true and .onlyfource ot' 
“ government, the freedom- of fpeaking' and writing upon 
« any fubjeft, cannot be denied to the: members- of: a free 
“ government, without -offering -the grofleik infult- to the ma* 
“ jetty of the people. • 

« 2d. That therefore tire condemnation of citizens Muir, 
« Palmer, Skirvirig, Margaret, and - Gerrald- to tranfporta- 
« tion, for expofing the corruptions of- the Britifh. govern* 
<i me nt, was : att aft better- fuited toi the. maxims of a defpotie- 
“ than a free government. ’ ' ‘ - 

" jd-, Thit the.addrgfs which has now been read, be pre* 
“ fented to the king,- in behalf -ofr the ‘above .perfecuted pa- 
“ triots. , 

- “ 4th; -That' in every country- where the people have.no 
*' iharcin their government,: /Motion. it tyranny, . »i i; 

“ ^th. That therefore a government is tyrannical or free,! 
« in proportion as tile people: are equally -or unequally repre- 
“ fented* 1 •-■■■' -■*--• 

“ 6th.- Convinced of this truth, it 1 is the opinion of this 
“ meeting that the people' ought fo- demand as a rig it and 
“ not petition as a favour, fdr -univerfal' r^prefentation, ' 

“ 7th. - That' therefore we will petition, the' Ifoufe af Com- 
“ monsnomorc, on this fubjadt,” . - tu -!.i . . 

And laftly (after agreeing to a petition- to the king refpec* 
ting negro flavery,-- and patting feveral refolutions on that fub- 
je£t) “--That the Committee: of theSheflield Conftitutional 1 
“ Society be defired to fee 'that the above refolutions . be car- 
c‘ tied into effctl •• ' and that they prepare .an addrefs to the Bri- 1 
“ tifh nation, explanatory of the motives which have induced 
‘‘ this meeting -to- adopt- th? refolutron of no more petitioning 
4 ‘ the Iioufe of Commons on the fubje£]t of reform-.!’ 

The 
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The following Paflages are extracted from this addrefs. 

“ Friends and Countrymen, 

We have this day decided, with the exception of only 
“ one diffentient voice, that the Houfe of Commons Ihall ne- 
“ ver again be petitioned by us on the fubjeft of Parliament- 
ary Reform. 

The addrefs then recites the words of the petition of the 
8th of April 1793, Q“ That the Houfe of Commons 
“ is not in the juft fenfe of the words what your petitioners 
“ are from form obliged to term it, viz. the Commons, of 
“ Great Britain in Parliament affembled and then pro- 
ceeds in different paflages, as follows : 

“ Our petition was received with the utmpft indignation by 
“ the Houfe of Commons, which was no more than we ex- 
“ pedted. — 

“ And although our Petition was difdainfully rejefled be- 
“ caufe not couched in language fufliciently polite and re* 
fpe&ful for the five hundred and fifty-eight gentlemen who fit 
“ at the Houfe of Commons; yet, believe us, Fellow Citi- 
‘f zens, we are ftill of opinion, that the matter it contained 
“ was not only juft and proper, but we think that even the 
“ language which gave fo much offence to the honourable gen- 
“ tlemeti was much too polite and too moderate for us. For if the 
“ Houfe of Commons were the real reprefentatives of the peo* 
“ pie, we certainly had a right to diflute, and not to petition , 
11 becaufe they could be conGdered in no other light than as 
“ the organs of the public will ; and if they refufed to obey 
“. that will, they would be ufurpers and not reprefentatives. — 
“ However the petition, fuch as it was, being termed dif- 
“ refpe&ful, was thrown out by a majority of 79, there be- 
“ ing 29 only who voted for its being received, and io 3 who 
“ voted againft it. — 


Such 



( 82 ) 

“ Such imperious treatment rather gives •warning than 
“ (trikes terror. — 

» We (aid to the Houfe of Commons, we are wronged and 
“ aggrieved : Will you right us, and redrefs our grievances, or 

“ will you not : If you will, wejhalt befatisfied ; if you will not, 

« we Jballfcel redrefs feme other way. This is the foie quejlion with 
“ US ; and we put it, as we thought, in a mojl becoming file to 
“ the Houfe of Commons. But our petition being J routed, wcjhall 
«• trouble them no more with the coarfe and unmannerly language 
« It will be onr duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done 
“ hitherto in enlightening the public mind ; and when a com - 
“ plete revolution of [entiment fall take place ( as will fhortly be 
« the cafe) in our country, we (hall open our mouths in that 
“ ley we think mojl agreeable to ourf lives'' And our voice, toge- 
“ ther with that of our disfranchifed countrymen, will refemble , 
<f perhaps, the thunderings from Mount Sinai ! ’ 

“ Tho/e who have a right to fpcaknn a diftatorial tone, df grace 
“ themfelves by petitioning • 

“ Thefe ellentialprinciples are botheafy and com prehen five. 
“ On thefe we build our right to reprefentation, and renounce 
“ the idea of future petitions. By thefe maxims, we find that 
“ every Englifliman is free; and that in the eleElion of a fu- 
“ preme magistrate, or in the delegation of legiflaiive powers, 
° he concedes his actions to a certain fupcrintendance, for the 
“ exprefspurpofe of proven ling liberty from vaulting over its 
“ limits, and introducing a fyftem of Oniverfal violence, injury, ' 
,c orlicentioufnefs. And although either of thefe two delegated 
“ powers be fufficient to keep any individual to his duty, or to 
“ controul every aflociation in the community, yet they are 
“ always inferior to the force which the whole fociety might exert, 
“ and are amenable to that fociety, either in an affembly of the 
<( nation,' or in a deputation formed for the purpofe. 

“ Ails of Parliament, unlels fanflioned by the approving 
“ voice 
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“ voice of the whole community, or their reprefentatives, are 
“ nothing lefs than arbitrary ediSfs under different names, and beaf 
“ a ftrong refemblance to the referipts of the Emperors, or the 

« decretals of the Vatican. — 2 

“ What is the conflitution to us, if we are nothing to it ? 
“ And what is any government but tyranny, in which the 
« people have no (hare ? The conflitution of Britain, indeed 
“ is highly extolled, as the greateft effort of human wifdom ; 
“ fo is the conflitution of Turkey at Conflanlinople : But 
M thefe are prejudices and the long tyranny of prejudice is 
verging to a Jpcedy termination. 

“ Yes, Countrymen, wc demand equality of rights,' in 
“ which is included equality of reprefentation ; without which 
terror is law, and the obligations of juflice are weakened, 
‘ f becaufe unfanflioned by the facred voice of the people. 
“ We are not fpeaking of that vifionary equality of property, 
« the practical aflertion of which would de folate the world, and 
“ replunge it into the darkell and wildeft barbarifm ; but that 
“ equality we claim is to make the flavea man, the man a ci- 
8 tizen, and the citizen an integral part of the date ; to make 1 
“ him a joint five reign, and not a. fubjecl.” 

The reafons which induced the meeting at Sheffield to omit 
any refolutions upon the jubjeiTt of the intended convention, 
have been didinflly dated, by two perfons who had been Se- 
cretaries to the Conflitutional Society in that town. 

From their examination it appears that a number of printed 
circular- letters had been received at Sheffield from. the Secre- 
tary to the London Correfponding Society, relative to. a con- 
vention, and that the Sheffield Society objecled to the calling it- 
at this time, but had no objeflion to the meafure itfelf ; that 
it was their opinion that the Britilh Convention at Edinburgh 
ought to have fecured the confidence of the people by a public 
addrefs to the nation, before they had ventured to fit as a per- 
manent 
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fijanent jjpdy; 3.nd that the addrefs from Sheffield to the nation, 
ccmfcuning arecommenda.tipn that no more petitions fliouldbe 
prefented to Parliament, was intended to prepare the people 
for a convention. 

While thefe proceedings were taking place in different parts 
of England, with a view to a general convention, it appears 
from the information contained in the letters from the Secre- 
tary ofState, which have been already referred to, that mea- 
furgs of a. ^miliar tendency were carrying on with great activi- 
ty, and to a great extent, in Scotland. The appointment of 
delegates to attend a convention to be affembled at fome place 
in England at an early period, feems to have been very gene- 
rally recommended by the committee at Edinburgh, ' 

The naming the place was for the prefent omitted, but it 
was promifed to be fhortly announced through the fecret com- 
mittee, in the fame manner as appears from the circular letter 
of the London Correfpouding Society (inferred in the former 
Report) to have been intended in this part of the kingdom ; 
and the ipvitation to appoint delegates appears to have been 
circulated by the fame emiffaries who were employed by the 
Committee at Edinburgh for the purpofe of promoting the 
plan of arming tbofe with whom they were in correfpondence. 

From a review pf.thefe proceedings, it indifputably appears 
that the immediate and ollenGble objett profeffed to be aimed 
at by the meafures which have been related (if dated within 
the narrowed limits) was that of e deeding no led fundamental 
a change in the frame of the Houfe of Commons, than the inr 
trodudfion of univerfal fuffrage in the clediion of it, and ren- 
dering the period of the eledfio.n annual s That through the 
whole courfe of the correfpondence which has been carried on, 
and the concert which has been formed by different focieties. 
for this purpofe, no idea has for a. long time been pointed at, 

of 
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bt obtaining this change by any application to Parliament ; that 
pn the contrary any fuqh idea has bten fpecifically and pointed- 
Jy declaimed, recently by the formal and in fome inflances 
public refoluticyis of the focieties in London, and many of 
fliofe in the country, and repeatedly, and front an early period, 
in the private correfpondence, either of the focieties or of their 
leading members. It has been exprefsly laid down , that more 
plfeftual means than petitions mult be tried. The exprefs ob- 
jeft fta ted in the refolntions for calling the propofed general 
convention of the people or general meeting of the friends of 
liberty (under which ever cf thofe names it is to be deferibed) 
was to confider of the means of obtaining a full and equal 
reprefentntion, not of the thing obtained, but of the means of 
obtaining it, and this fubfequent to the declarations lull men- 
tioned, that more effectual means than petitions mull be tried. 
Thefe more effectual means could, in the very nature of 
the thing, confift of but one of two poflible alternatives, either 
introducing this change in the frame of one branch of the le- 
gillature, by l'ome other authority than that of the legiflature 
itfelf ; or bringing that legiflature, either by force or Intimi- 
dation, againll its will, to lend its authority to that purpofe. 

Accordingly the milded terms in which, for a long time, 
the parties to this meafure have deferibed the mode by which 
they expefted to attain their ends, have pointed at fo extend- 
ing and diffufing thefe focieties, and eftablifliing fuch an uni- 
on and concert among them, as might fpread their principles 
and opinions through every part of the country, and produce 
a declaration of the colleftivc fenfe of the people, in fuch a 
manner a3 to overcome all reliflance- 

But on many other occalions, and more openly of late, 
the language adopted has pointed more diflinftly at the ufe 
of open force; at the fpecific objeft of a flu, illy aflembling a 
pretended national convention ; at the neccflity of prepiring 
courageonjly for the STRUGGLE, which they mull expeft, 

before 
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before thofe who were adverfe to their meafures would yield 
to them 5 and at obtaining the redrefs which they profefs tct 
fcek, not from Parliament, or from the executive government, 
but FROM THEMSELVES, and from THEIR OWN 
STRENGTH AND VALOUR, from their own laws, and 
not from the laws of thofe whom they term their plunderers, 
enemies, and oppreflors : And when the language to this ef- 
fect repeatedly and deliberately ufedon fo many occafions, and 
in fo many quarters, is combined with the means lately ' em- 
ployed for providing an armed force, and with the other pro- 
jects of violence and open attack on different branches of the 
exifting authority, which have appeared to be in the contem- 
plation of fome of the parties in thefe meafures, it is impofli- 
ble not to conclude, that it was by fuch means, by their own 
ftrength and numbers, by open force, defying and either o- 
verawing or fuperfeding the authority of the legiflature, that 
(in the extravagance of their imagination) they had formed 
the hope of accomplifhing their daring and dcfperate defignsr 
But, extravagant and enormous as this projeft is, even on 
this ftatement, it appears to your Committee to be by no 
means confined even within thefe limits. The attempt to ob- 
tain a change in one branch of the legiflature by force or ter- 
ror, againft the will of the whole, does indeed of itfelf in- 
clude, if fuccefsful, at leaft a temporary fufpenfion of all the 
exifting powers of Government, and could hardly be fuppo- 
fed to flop fliort of an entire deftru&ion of the Conftitution. 
But from the whole tenor of the fyftem which has been aCied 
upon, it is apparent that this was not merely the poflible or 
probable confequence of fuch an attempt, but that the princi- 
ples on which it was founded, and the mode by which it was 
intended to be executed, obvioufly and necefl'arily tended to 
fuch a refult. The principles on which the fuppofed right of 
univerfal fuffrage was founded, were not fuch as led merely 

to 
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(o the Angle aft of altering to that extent, the frame of the 
Houfe of Commons, and afterwards leaving the Houfe of 
Commons, thus modelled, in pofleflion, together with the 
Crown and the Houfe of Lords, of their former legiflative au- 
thority, or the Crown in pofleflion of its former executive 
power ; but, while they led to an alteration in the tframe of 
the Houfe of Commons, they equally led, if carried to their 
natural extent, to tire extinftion and deftruftion of the other 
two branches of the legiflature. 

A propofition fo extravagant may at firft be difficult to be 
credited ; but it appears to the Committee to bediftinftlypro- 
ved, from an examination of the nature of the principles 
themfelves ; from a con federation of the fyftem as aftually car- 
ried into effeft in France, and propofed as a model by thofc 
who were the chief aftors in thefe proceedings in this coun- 
try; and, by repeated declarations or afts, which either di- 
reftlyor by ncceflary inference point at thedeftruftion of here- 
ditary monarchy, hereditary nobility, and every diftinftion of 
orders and ranks of fociety. 

Your Committee have ftated to the Houfe in their former 
Report, that fubfequent to the fteps taken for the apprehen- 
fion of the perfons fufpefted of being concerned in the defign 
■ which has been the fubjeft of this Report, ftrong indications 
had appeared of a difpofition to concert the means of refilling 
fuch meafures as might be adopted for preventing the accom- 
plilhment of the defign itfclf, or for bringing the authors or 
abettors of it to punifhmcnt. 

It appears to your Committee, that immediately after the 
apprehenfion of feveral of the leading members of the Lon- 
don Corrcfponding Society, a committee was appointed, un- 
der the title of a Committee of Emergency, for the exprefs 
purpofc of counterafting the fteps which had been taken by 

the 
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tijfi executive government to check the further progrefs of die 
fyllem which has been detailed in this Report. It alfo ap- 
pears that it has been made matter of deliberation, in the di- 
vifiotis of the London Correfponding Society, whether in the 
prefent exigency they fliould proceed to addrefs the King, to 
petition Parliament, or to make an appeal to the nation at 
large: The latter propoGtiou was adopted; and, in confe- 
cjucnce of that decilion, a paper has been printed and publifh- 
ed under the name of the Loudon Correfponding Society, and 
Which your Committee has every reafon to believe to be au- 
thentic: This paper contains the following paflages; viz. 
« That we intended to call a convention is a truth, which 
« needed neither general warrants, armed meflengers, or fe. 
“ cret cbmmittees to difeover, Gnce it was accompanied by a 
“ refolution, to make that intention known, by 200, oop 
“ printed copies of that day’s proceedings. But the purport 
“ aferibed to that convention, vi2. the afluming legifative 
“ poiu& is a gtoundlefs falfehood : — The foie intent was to 
“ devife means of attaining a complete reprefentative body, 
“ on the principles of univerfal fuffrage, equal perfonal re- 
“ prefentation, and annual ele£tion ; and -whenever , or how 
“ ever, fuch a body can be obtained, it will not be in the 
“ power of all the placemen and penfioners in St. Stephen’s 
, “ Chape I to difpute its legijlative authority. We arc aWare that 
“ in thefe times of conjlitutional bigotry, the laft fentence may 
“ found unpleafantly to many, who do not deferve to be con- 
“ Gdered as enemies to liberty : — Wc therefore with it to be 
“ clearly underftood, that we fpeak of a reprefentative body 
“ of the -whole nation, and not of any particular part or deferip • 
“ tion of men ; — And as the divine rights of Kings is not at 
“ this time direftly aflerted (at leal- in this country) by any, 

“ but the moll extremely ignorant, we think it ought to fol- 
“ low, as a natural confequence, that the people are the only 
“ legitimate 



i «9 ) 

tt legitimate fottrce of authority s and it appeals to us that the 
« vain attempt to draw a medium between thefe opinions 
««. has produced endlefs abfurdities ahd contradiftionsj to the 
<* difgrace of our records and law books; Among thefe the 
“ molt confpicuous is called, The Abdication of fames the Sc- 
“ r ond, which phrafe (coined for tlie purpofe) may be either 
“ Underftood to mean his cxptdfon by popular authority , or his 
« voluntary re/ignation ; if the former, it JanB'ums the doBrine 
“ •which we have advanced ; if the latter, We fcruple not to 
« call it a national lie. To the honour of Scotland, their 
« Parliament explicitly declared him banifhed by authority if 
« the people. But, citizens, let us explain the truth — The 
«.* expullion of James the Second, and the eftablifhment of 
“ William the Third, though doubtlefs agreeable, to the 
“ general wifhes of the people, was not in point fforpi an 
“ aB of the people. It was the aft of a number of^pgrfpns, 
“ calling themfelves a convention, but not regularly, nutho- 
« rized by popular delegation, and confcquently falling under 
a the defeription of a faBion ; and this not merely in theory , 
“ but in f«vft ; for their unwillingnefs to acknowledge the 
« rightful power of the people was the reafon of their adopt- 
“ ing the inexplicable phrafe above mentioned. 

« The providing arms is another charge, on which we 
" wi(h to fpeak with caution 5 left in aflerting, which we do 
“ — that it is totally falfe— we fliould be underftood to admit 
“ that if it had been true, it would have proved criminality. 

“We freely acknowledge, that fome of our members have 
“ applied themfelves to the knowledge of arms j and, far from 

defiring to make a fecret of this circumftance, we wiflt 
“ their example was followed by the whole nation. We then 
“ need not fear invafion, either from Frenchmen, Iicdians, 
" or Hanoverians : Nor fliould we eafily be alarmed by the 
“ mock difeovery of plots, which never exiftoj, 

M « We 
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“ We are perfe&ly convinced of the propriety of our opi, 
“ liions refpeBing the rights if the people to have arms, and to re- 
gulate the conJUtufan, 

‘‘ It may be expedted that we fhould not conclude without 
exhorting the aflociated friends of freedom to an active perfe. 
<f verance in the objeSl of their affociat'ms , — but, judging from 
“ the conduft of our own members, we arc happy in dccia- 
“ ring that we think no fuch exhortation neceflary.” 

From thcfe paffages it appears, that fince the apprehenfion 
of their leading members, and the meafures which have been 
lately taken in Parliament on the fubjeft of tlieir ddigns, the 
London Correfponding Society have openly avowed their in- 
tention to call a convention, for the purpofe of ttevifwg means 
to attain a complete reprefentative body, on the principles 
of dfifftn^eledtion and of univerf.il fuff rage, without any re- 
ferdfJcd'wliatever to Parliament, (as far as can be collefled 
from Jfi'eir own interpretation of the phrafes which they have 
ufed to deferibe the Jdoufc of Commons) with the further in- 
tention of arrogating to the body conflituted according to the 
manner to be preferibed by fuch a convention, the whole le- 
giflative authority of the nation. 

It appears alfo that the London Correfponding Society 
admit that fome of their members have applied themfelves 
to the knowledge of arms ; and although they deny having 
provided arms, they deGre not to be underftood as admitting 
that if it had been true it would have proved criminality; and 
they a flirt the propriety of their opinion refpefting the rights 
of the people to have arms, and to regulate their conlHtu- 
tion. 

And this open avowal of the deGgn of calling a convention, 
and df the faft of having applied themfelves to the ufe of arms, 
is accompanied with a declaration of their determined purpofe 
to perfevere, With a&ivity, in the objefo of their aflbeiation;— < 
Objefls 
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ObjeCts which have been already fufficiently explained to the 
Houfe by reference to the adls of the fociety, and to the pro- 
fefled principles of its leading members. 

If the circumftances which have been flated in this Report 
appear to the Houfe in the fame view in which, on the moil 
attentive confideration, they have appeared to your Commit- 
tee, it is fcarcely neceflary to ftate any . collateral matter, .in 
order to fatisfy the Houfe how much the peace, fafety, and 
happinefs of the country mull have been affedted by the fur- 
ther progrefs of the meafures which have been flated. 

But if any thing were wanting to add to this impreflion j it 
would arife from the recollection, that the incitement to in- 
ternal commotions in other countries is the moll diftinguifh- 
ing feature, both of the declared principles an.d of the uni- 
form pradlice of France under their prefent fyllem, and that 
in the public adls of thofe cxercifing the powers of govern- 
ment in that country, an intention of invading thefe king- 
doms, founded on the idea of receiving fupport and affiftance 
within the country, has been openly avowed. The cafe does 
not, however, reft here.— It has come under the obfervation 
of your Committee, that recent meafures have been a&ually 
taken by the ruling powers in France for endeavouring to 
afccrtain,»both in Great Britain and Ireland, the degree of 
co operation and afliftance which they might expedl in any 
attempt of this nature. 

This communication docs not appear, from any evidence 
before the Committee, to have any immediate connexion 
with the focietics, whofe proceedings have been the fubjeCt 
of this Report 5" but the connexion with their general 
objefts is fufficiently evident, both from the nature of the 
thing, and from the particulars which have been ftated in the 
courfc of the Report. 


I 
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It is not immaterial to add, that in Ireland thefe Commtlnifcaa 
tlons appear to have been direffly addrefled to a perfon afting 
in concert with the focieties liere, one of their honorary mem- 
bers, and who has taken an adtive part in the courfe of the pro- 
ceedings to which your committee have referred. 

Your Committee have, for obvious reafons, omitted to 
annex to their Report the evidence of particular witnefles, ,by 
whom the faffs above ftated are fupported ; and, for the fame 
reafons, they have ftudioufly forborne to mention the names 
of perfons and places, in all Cafes in which they could be o- 
mitted with a proper attention to the general objeff of their 
enquiry , a and to the information which the Iioufe has a right 
to expeft upon fo important a fubjeft. 


END OF THE SECOND REPORT. 



SUPPLEMENT to the Second Report from the 
Committee to whom the feveral papers refer- 
red to in His" Majefty’s Mefl’age of the 12th 
Day of May 1794, and which were prefented 
(fealed up) to the Houfe, by Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th day of the 
faid Month, by His Majefty’s Command, were 
referred; and who were directed to examine 
the Matters thereof, and report the fame, as 
they fhould appear to them, to the Houfe. 


S INCE the Second Report of the Committee was prefent- 
ed to the Houfe, a letter has been received by the chair- 
man of the Committee from Mr. Grey, a member of this 
Houfe, and one of the members of the Society of the Friends 
of the People, on the fubjcft of the correfpondence of that 
Society and the Scotch Convention. 

From one of the enclofures tranfmitted by Mr Grey, it 
appears that the letters of the Secretary of the Friends of the 
People, dated the 23d July and 29th Oftober, which arc re- 
ferred to in the fecond Report, were written without any au- 
thority from the Society, or from any committee of the Soci- 
ety, and are confidered by him as only private and ptrfonal 
communications from himfelf: Although this circumflancc 
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did nflt-diftln&ly ippear on the face of the letters, there I| 
nothing in the manner in which they are referred to by you?. 
Committee inconfiftent with it ; and although your Commit- 
tee, on examining thefe papers, find nothing in their former 
flatepient erroneous, yet, being defirous of putting the Houfe 
fully in pofleflion of all the additional information which they 
have received on this fubjedt, they have thought that the moll 
fatisfaftory way of doing fo, is to fubjoin the papers commu- 
nicated by Mr. Grey, without any comment on the obferya, 
tiops ap4 reafoping therein- contained, 
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„ . ^ CliapeDStreet, jiinc ittfjif 

SIR, 

TTPON feeing, in the Second Report of the Secret Cora- 
mittecj the Society of the Friends of the Peopie intro* 
duced as acting in concert and correfpondcnce with the Scotch 
Converitidn, I thought it tieceflarjr to make immediate enquiry 
of the Secretary; as to the circumftances of any commtinica* 
tion that might have pafled between them. — The reftilt Of that 
enquiry, which I defired him to ftate to me by letter, I have 
now the honour of inciofing to you, in order that yoli may 
have an opportunity, if you think in material to do fo, of 
corrcdting what appears to me to be an erroneous, ftatemeht 
in the Report of the Committee. I have alfo indqfed a print* 
ed copy of the proceedings of the Scotch Convention, previ* 
ous to the time of the only communication ever made by them 
to the Friends of the People, in December 1 79*, that it may 
be feen to what the vote of thanks, inferted in the Report, 
ieally referred. 

I have the hoholli to be, Sifj 

Tour obedierit luimble ServSpt, : 

C. G £ E T, 


The Rt. Hojible. Writ. Pith 


■J 


^ppendh, 



Appendix, No. 2 . 

Fritli Street, Soho * 
■Wcdnefday Evening, June nth, 1794, 

SIR, 

I N compliance .with your defire of being- accurately inform- 
cd what corrcfpondence the Friends of the People in 
London have had with the Convention in Scotland, or with 
Mr. Starving, its Secretary, I fend you the following particu. 
lars, which contain not only the fubftance of the communica- 
tions with the Society, but alfo of tliofe I have perfonally 
made, and of the whole fubjcA, as far as it has come within 
toy knowledge. 

The firft Convention at Edinburgh, in favour of Parliamen. 
tary Reform, confided exclufively of Delegates from the dif- 
ferent Societies of the Friends of the People in Scotland. By 
their minutes they appear to have declined communicating 
with any fociety which did not take that title. They firft met 
on the nth of December 1792, and fat only three days. 
Thpir name of “ Convention” was familiar to meetings in Scot- 
land ; and they dated the objedt of their inilitution to have 
been to con&lidate the common drength of the Friends of 
Reform itV'Chat part of the country ; which is the very fame 
reafon given* for the eftabltfhment of a funilar body, for a ft* 
milar purpofe, in London, in 1 780. 

In their lad fitting, on the 13th of December, they voted 
that certain refutations fhould be fent to the Friends of the 
People In London ; which, together with the letter inclofmg, 
them, I herewith trail fm ft. This was the only communica- 
tion made-with that body. The anfwer to it dated, that by 
fome accident the refolutions mentioned in the letter were 
not inclofed ; but that the Socjety had feen them in the newf- 
papers : It alfo allured them of the approbation and concur- 
rence of the Friends of the People in London, according to 
the terms of their l’everal declarations. 1 afterwards received 
primed, copies of its proceedings, in December 1792 and May 
1793, and could not perceive any thing in them that was 
not ltri&Iy confined to a reafonable Parliamentary Reform. 

• On. 



( 5 ) 

Qn the 2d of May 1793, after having fat three dajfs, it. ad- 
journed tijl October. Many gentlemen of great refpe&abili- 
ty and of large property were members of it. The Magif- 
trates of Edinburgh did not moleft, or, far as ever as I could 
learn, even blame it. And when, in the Houfe of Commons, 
the quell ion of parliamentary reform was fo fully difeufled, 
on the 6th and 7th of May 1793, in which the fubjeft of a 
national convention was introduced and reprobated, the 
flighted: notice was not taken of the convention at Edin- 
burgh, though it had aflembled in the preceding December 
and publilhed its proceedings, and had again aflembled, fe- 
van days before that debate, for the purpofe of collecting and 
forwarding many of the very petitions in favour of reform, 
which were then under difeuflion ; — a bufinefs which it pub- 
liojy avowed, and which many days prior to the debate was 
publilhed in the London news-papers. 

The next letter received from Mr. Skirving, fo far as I re- 
coiled, was in the middle of OCtoCter 1,793 it was (ignetL 
by him, as fecretary to the fociety of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple in Edinburgh, and not as fecretary co the convention. It 
folicited the fociety of the Friends of the People in London 
to fend delegates to the enfuing convention of the Friends of 
the People at Edinburgh, appointed for the 29th of the fame 
month. I Ihewtd the letter to two or three members who 
happened to be then in town, and they agreed with me that 
I ought to fend an anfwer to the following effedt: — Acquain- 
ting Mr. Skirving, That on a fubjedt fo important as that of 
fending delegates to the convention at Edinburgh, it would 
be neceflary to conlult the fociety ; but that tfle Ihortnefs o£ 
the time rendered jt impoflible to give proper notice, firlt 
for calling the commitcte, (which was not then fitting, and 
which alone could aflcmble the fociety) and then for calling 
a general meeting ; the fhortnefs of the time 1 reprefeuted as 
the more objedtionable in that feafon of the year, when very 
few members- were in town. I, however, told him that I 
had confulted fome members on the fubjeet, and they had 
agreed with me, without deciding on the propriety of the 
meafure, that the notice was infuflicienc, and that therefore 
his requeft could not be complied with. I added, that it 
was highly probable fome members of the Society, then m 
^Scotland, would be prefent, and that whatever they agreed 
to. 1 had no doubt the Society would confirm. 1 laid Lord 
Lauderdale might perhaps attend. No ptrfon in London law 
this anfwer after it was drawn up. it was entirely «f my 

own 
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trtWi writing; and I think it was dated in it that it was mere'* 
ly a private petfonal communication from myfelf. 

I afterwards underftood dint the Convention of Delegates 
from the Friends of the People in Scotland aflembled accord- 
ingly on (he 29th of Oftoher, and’ Tat, a# they had done ati 
their former meetings, two or three days. They confined 
themfelves ftriflly, and I believe fincerely, to the bufinefs 0 f 
Parliamentary Reform, and then adjoufned for feveral months. 
Soon after their adjournment, however, tlie Delegates front 
the Societies in London and other parts of England arrived. 
The Convention then re-afiembled on the 19th of November; 
and it was' not till after ’this period that it aflumed the name 
of The Britifh Convention iuftituted for the purpofe of ob- 
taining Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, or adopt- 
ed any part of the language or conduct which (with whaf 
jultice I do not pretend to determine) have expofed it to fo 
much animadverfion and cenfure. 

This is the whole of the correfpondence, as far as 1 can re- 
coiled, that palled between the Friends of the People iff 
Loudon and the Convention, or Mr. SkirVmg, at Edinburgh. 
The correfpondeiice that took place between Mr. Skirving 
and myfelf could not, from circumftances which occur in my 
mind, be very important. He fent me the printed minutes 
of the Convention, and I fent him the publications of the 
•Friends of the people in London. The la ft lime I wrote to 
him was about the end of Oitober, acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of fome copies of Mn Muir's Trial ; and I perfectly re- 
member concluding Iffy letter with a hope that the Delegates 
from the Societies in London, who had then juft departed to 
meet the Convention in Edinburgh, would not import into 
Scotland any of thac intemperate fpirit Vvhich had brought 
blame on the moderate and fiffcere Friends of Reform iff 
England: I hoped that the Friends of the People in Scotland 
would continue to perfevere with that prudence and modera- 
tion in the caufc of Parliamentary Reform, which had fo 
juftly obtained them the approbation of the Friends to the 
meafure in England. — This letter, I fuppofe, difpleafed Mr. 
Skirving, for lie never after wrote to me, nor did I write to 
him. 

Having now detailed the whole of the correfpondence, to 
the bell of my remembrance, between the Convention and . 
the Friends of the People in London, and between Mr Skir- 
ving and myfelf, I think it my duty to obferve, without pre- 
fuming to give any opinion on the conduit of the Britifh 
Convcnfioil, 
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Convention, that a material diftin&ion ought to he drawn 
between it and the Convention of the Friends of the People. 
The proceedings of the latter, at their meetings in December 
7792 and May 1793, appear to me to have been fuch as die 
molt timid Friend to Parliamentary Reform could not objeft 
to. Their proceedings at their meeting in Oftober were, I 
believe, of the fame defcription. When they affembled with - 
the Delegates from England, indeed, another fyftem feems 
tp have been purfued. Their meetings had always fat only 
three days at a time, and they were fettled to be held only 
twice a-year. But after it became the Britifh Convention, 
they then, ?xul not till then, entered into all thofe rheafures 
at which the Magiftrates and Government have expreffed fo 
much alarm; and it was not till then that they even declar- 
ed decifively in favour of Univerfal Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments; it is therefore extremely material to remark, 
{hat no blame has yet been thrown on the Convention of the 
Friends of the People at Edinburgh ; and that between the 
Britijb Convention and the Friends of the People in London 
no correspondence of any kind ever took place, nor even any 
fort of communication between Mr. Skirving and myfelf after 
tins inilitution. 

IhavetheHonour.to.be, 

Sir, 

Your mod humble obedient Servant, 

DANIEL STUART. 

To Charles Grey, -Efq. M. P. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have feen the Second Re- 
port of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Commons, iit 
which mention is made of two letters that had efcaped my 
memory. The firfl: of thofe letters, containing a vefolution 
of thanks, I never made any minute of, becaufe thofe thanks 
were not voted to the Scotch Convention in particular, as 
might be 'imagined from the (latement in the Report, but 
were pafled generally to- all Societies which had atlUled iu 

the caufe of Parliamentary Reform. After the motion in 

the Houfe of Commons, on the 6th of May 1793, the Socie- 
ty of the Friends of the People in London, on the 1 8th of 
the fame month, agreed to the following refolution : “ That 
' “ the thanks of this Society be returned to the various Socie- 
f' tics in correfpondeuce with it, for their ?eal aud adtivUy 



.(.a > 

« in -the' caufeof Parliamentary Reform; an<j to exprefs a 
« hope and with that they will proceed with the fame fpirit, 

induftry, and temper, during the interval between the prfe. 
.“ .fent time and the meeting of the next Seffion of Parlia- 
« ment.” — Befides fending copies of this refolution to the 
different Societies in England, it was refolved that copies of 
it (hould be fent to the chairmen of the Societies in Edin- 
burgh and Glafgow, requefting them to tranfmit the fame to 
all the Societi.es in Scotland with which they correfponded. 
The Convention at Edinburgh was confidered, by me, not 
only as a Society with which the Friends of the People in 
London communicated, but as the bed chanhel for convey- 
ing the refolution of thanks over Scotland ; and 1 of courfe 
fent them a copy. But I do not find, nor do I believe,, that 
I was ipftrufted.to addrefs the refolution. to the Convention, in 
preference to the Edinburgh Society of Friends of the Peo- 
ple. 

With regard to die fecond letter mentioned in the Report, 
dated the. 23d of July 1793, 1 do not- in the {lighted degree 
remember it; but from the paffage there quoted I have npt 
the lead doubt of its being mine : It contains the language I 
have invariably held whenever the fubjeft of a Convention 
has been mentioned. But it is impoffible I at that time could 
have written as fecrelary , either in the name of the Society, 
which was not then fitting, it having adjourned on the 4th of 
June 1793, without again meeting till the 23d of January 
1794; or in the name of the Committee, which did not meet 
from the 30th of April 1793 till the 17th of January 1794: 
And as neither the Society nor the Committee ever authoriz- 
ed me to correfpond in their name, Without their knowledge, 
the letter of the 23d of July mud have been a private and 
'perfonal one of my own. I find that on the 20th of that 
month I received a parcel of the printed minutes of the Con- 
vention, accompanied by a letter from Mr Skirving, in his 
■own name only, and not in the name of any Society, in 
which 1 fuppofe he took that opportunity of wifliing to know 
my opinion refpe£ting a Convention in England. Of fuch pri- 
vate perfonal letters I have written many, but as I did not 
confider them to concern the Society I never kept copies of 
them. Iam, however, certain, that if they were all publifh- 
ed, none of them, or even any parts of them, could with juf- 
ticC ba cenfured. 

The third letter mentioned in the Report is of the fame 
private perfonal nature with the fecond : I think I wrote it in 
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jialte, and I remember It the more particularly, as it was the 
iaft I fent to Mr. Skirving. I am very certain that when it i? 
publifiied in the Appendix, it will Fully juftify the account; I 
have already given of it in the body of this letter. 

Thurfday, 4 o’Clock. 


Appendix, No. j. 

SIR, 

T HAVE the honour to inform the Friends of the People iri 
London, that tlie General Convention of Delegates from 
the various Societies ,of the Friends of the People throughout 
Scotland, unanimoudy agreed on Thurfday laft, the third day 
of their fitting in this place; to addrefs the Friends of the Peo- 
ple in London, and the inclofed letter of addrefs was accord- 
ingly ordered to be printed and tra'nfmitted. 

I have taken upon me to direft the fame to you, upon fee- 
ing your name at their refolutions, by this day’s poft ; and to 
entreat you to communicate it at their firft meeting. 

I will tranfmit all the proceedings of the Convention fo foon 
is the various minutes and refolutions are received from the 
Prefs. 

With great efteem, 

Edin. 19 Dec. I am, Sir, 

1792. Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

W. SKlltVING, Secretary- 

Samuel Whitbread, Jun.Efq. 

M. P. London. 


Appendix, 
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Appendix, No. 4. 

Edinburgh, Dec. 12th. 

A T a General Convention of the Delegates of the Friends 
A 0 f t h e People, held this day, 

Colonel Dalrymple in the chair, 
llefolved’, 

That it appears to this Convention that very great abufes 
have arifejft in tl>e government of this country, from a negleft 
of the genuine principles of the Conftitution ; that thefe abufes 
have of late grown to an alarming height, and produced great 
difeontents. 

Refolved, That the effential meafures to be purfued, in or- 
der to remove thefe abufes, and effectually to do away their 
mifehievous confequences, are, 

1 ft. To reftore the freedom of election, and an equal repre- 
fentation of the people in parliament. 

2d. To fecure to the people a frequent exercife of their right 
of eleSing their reprefentatives. 

Refolved, That, for the purpofe of accomplidiing thefe con- 
ftitutional objects, the proper and legal method is that of ap- 
plying by petition to parliament. 

Refolved, That ftifce a fpeedy and complcat redrefs of our 
prefen t grievances will nioft effectually be obtained by the joint 
co-operation of every Briton who yet retains the fpirit and 
villi to be free, this Convention' will, as far as their principles 
and objsCts allow them, co operate with the Society of the 
Friends of the People in London. 

Refolved, That this refolution, along with thofe voted at a 
former Convention, be tranfmitted by the chairman to the So- 
ciety of the Friends of the People in London. 

(Signed) WILLIAM DALRYMPLE, Chairman. 

WILLIAM SK 1 RVING, Secretary. 

Pnnla! im-iBO dif.'liswl In- llic Lin«T»ily urSwllm.nplo:i I ib-.-.iy H mion ^p en djx, 
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Appendix, No. 5. 

The Minutes of the proceedings of the General Convention 
of the Delegjtcs from the Societies of the Friends of the 
People throughout Scotland, at their feveral fittings in E- 
dinburgh, on the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth of 
December, 179 i. — Edinburgh : Printed by J. Robcrt- 
fon, No. 39, South Bridge, Anno 1793. 

Banter’s Hall, Edin. Tuefday, Dee. it. 1792. 

A T noon, this day, the Delegates from the feveral Societies 
of the Friends of the People, throughout Scotland, af- 
fembled very nuineroufly in their Convention Room here, in 
compliance with the following public advertifements. 

Sir, 

The Convention of Delegates from die various 
Societies of THE FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in and 
about Edinburgh, who afl'embled here upon the twenty-firll 
inftant, exprefltd an unanimous wilh for a General Conven- 
tion of Delegates, from the various Societies in Scotland, e- 
ftablilhed upon fimilar principles 
If it fliall meet the approbation of the majority of the So- 
cieties, they propofe to hold a Convention, upon the eleventh 
day of December next, in the city Of Edinburgh. 

The various advantages which will refult to the whole, 
from a confolidadon of our common flrength, are too obvious 
to be detailed. If you approve of this meafure, and rcfolve 
to fend delegates, inform us in courfe of poft. It fliall be 
our care to prepare a proper place for meeting, of which we 
fliall give you timely and regular notice. Be pleaful to dirett 
your letters to our fecretary, Mr William Skirving, Head of 
the Horfe-wynd, Edinburgh. 

By order of the Committee of Convention. 

W. SKIRVING, Secy. 

Edinburgh, ? 

Nov. 13. 179*. j 

P.S. We 
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P. S. Wc earneftly requeft of your Society, to communi- 
cate this intimation to any Societies in your neighbour- 
hood, of.whofe exigence, in confcquence of their not 
having publilhed their declaration of principles, wo 
may be ignorant. 


A Convention of Delegates from every Society of the 
Friends of the People in Scotland, will be held at Edinburgh, 
in Baxter’s Hall, in James’s Court, on Tuefday the eleventh 
of December next, at Twelve o’Clock Noon, againft which 
time the General Committee lliall have every thing prepared 
for the reception of the Delegates. 


After a fhort converfatipn, Meflrs. Bell, Muir, and Skir. 
ving. the prefent Prefident, Vice prefident, and Secretary, of 
the Edinburgh Aflbciation of the Friends of the People, were 
requefted to officiate in thefe feveral capacities, until the 
powers of the Delegates fltould beyverified. 

Mr. Hugh Bell in thg Chair. 

The commiffions to the feveral Delegates were produced, 
and read. The roll being made up, was called over, name 
by name, and intimation leveral times made, that if the name 
of any delegate had been omitted, it ffiould now be given in. 
The Convention was then declared aflembled ; and the Prefi« 
dent, Vice-Prefident, and Secretary retired. 

General Convention aj/embled. 

Sonje converfation took place relative to office-bearers and 
committees, and the impropriety of having thefe permanent. 
The Convention at length, on the motion of Lord Dacr, re- 
folved, That they would ele£l a Prefident each day, or fit- 
ting ; and, upon a motion by Thomas Muir, younger, Efq. 
of Hunterlhill, it was refolved, That the Secretary Ihould be 
permanent. 

Lieut.-Col. Dalrymple of Fordel was then unanimoufly cal- 
led^to the Chair ; and W. Skirving of Strathruddy eledted Se- 


Col. 
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Col. Dalrymfle in the Chair. 

After fomc motions relating to order, moved by Lord Dajjl 
and Mr. Fowler, and ordered to be laid upon the table in 
writing, the Convention proceeded to a declaration ol prin- 
ciples ; and a fcroll of rtfoluti.ons being prefented by John 
Morthland, Efq. Advocate, the Convention, upon his mo- 
tion, refolved itlelf into a Committee, to coniider the fame, 
and to report againd to-morrow’s fitting. 

Jiefumed the Convention. 

Col. Palrymple in the Chair. 

Mr- Muir moved. That the two motions made by Capt. 
Johnlton, refolved and publilhed by the General Aflociation 
of the Friends of the People, in and about Edinburgh, be al- 
fo adopted, and publiflied, as the refolutions of the General 
Convention. The fame was agreed to unanimoufly ; and a 
copy, drawn up in a proper form, was ordered to be laid be- 
fore'the Convention to-morrow. A motion was made to ad- 
journ till 6 o’clock in the evening ; but, as this was oppofed, 
it was agreed to adjourn till to o’clock next forenoon. 

Convention Room, Wednefiloy , to o’ Clod. 

■The Delegates allembled conform to the adjournment. 
Lord Daer moved, That the Prcfidtnt of the former day take 
the Chair till the meeting was lull, and that then they Ihould 
cleft their Prefident for the day, agreeable to their former re- 
solution ; and thy fame was adopted. 

Col. Dalrymfle in the Chair. 

Lord Daer, as ordered yellcrday, gave in to the table the 
following motions : 

1. That it (hall not be a rule, that when a motion is made 
and fecondcd, it lhall be decided upon before any other be 
heard. 

2. That when a fubjeft is announced as the bufinefs for 
confideration, it (hall be permitted to any perlbn to propole 
what motions thereon he lhall think it is proper Ihould be a- 
dopted ; and that when all the motions are laid on the table 
which any wi(h to propofc, a vote lhall be put, which propo- 
fal lhall be lirlt taken into confideration. 


3. That 
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3. That when any bufincfs is under confideration, any in- 
cidental motion may be introduced ; and if the meeting chufe 
riot to take it into confideration at that moment, the meeting 
lhall declare this, by refolving to pap on to the ordinary courfe 
-oflufmep. 

4. That any motion may be difeuffed the day it is propo- 
fed ; but that it flia'l not be ’finally decided or publithed to the 
world, till it be confirmed next day. 

The meeting being now full, Lord Daer was unanimoufly 
called to the Chair. 

Lord Daer in the Chair. 

Mr. Muir rofe, to read a printed paper, which had been 
fent from Ireland, intitled, Addrefsof the United Irillimen in 
Dublin, to the Delegates for Reform in Scotland ; the read- 
ing of it was oppofed in point of form, the fame not being 
before’ the houfe; but the addrefs being declared a mafterly 
performance, and a declaration that afforded the mod flatter- 
ing evidence of the union and philanthropy of the friends of 
reform in Ireland, the reading of it was univerfally called for. 
After reading the fame, the Convention paffed to the order of 
the day, 

Lord Daer being obliged to leave the faceting, the lad pre- 
fes was called to the Chair as a matter of courfc. 

Col. Dalrymfle in the Chair. 

The report of the Committee was called for, therefolutions 
adopted in committee were read, and debated paragraph by 
paragraph, when the following were, with great unanimity, 
rcfolved in convention, and ordered to be publilhed. 

Rcfolved, That this Convention, taking under confideration 
the infidious, wicked, and inflammatory artifices, employed by 
the enemies of all reform, to mifreprefent and calumniate the 
friends of the People, as the promoters of public difeord, and 
advocates for an unjult and abfurd violation of private proper- 
ty, by an equal divifion — Think it incumbent upon them to 
declare, that they hold all fuch unprincipled deligns in utter 
deteftation and abhorrence, and that they will maintain the 
eftabliflied conllitution of Great Britain, on its genuine ac- 
knowledged principles, confifting of three ellates — King, 
Lords, and Commons. 

Replvetl, 
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Refotved, That the members of this convention will, to the 
utmolt of their power, concur in aiding and ftrengtheiyng the 
hands of the civil magiftrates throughout this kingdom, to re- 
prefs riot and tumult, and all attempts wJiatfoever to difturb 
the tranquillity, happinefs, and good order of focicty. 

Refulved, That it appears to this convention, that very great 
abufes have arifen in the government of this country, from a 
neglect of the genuine principles of the conftitution ; that 
thefe abufes have of late grown to an alarming height, and 
produced great difeontents. 

Rrfolved, That the effential mcafures to be purfued, in order 
to remove thefe abufes, and elFeftually to do away their mif- 
chievous confcquences, are, 

Firft, To rcltore the freedom of eleftion, and an equal re- 
prefeutation of the people in Parliament. And, 

Secondly, To fecure to the people a frequent exereife of 
their right of elefting their reprefentatives. 

Refolvcd, That, for the purpofe of accomplifliing thefe con- 
(litutfonal ohje£ts, the proper and legal method is, that of ap- 
plying by petition to Parliament. 

Re/olved, That thefe refolutions be printed in the Scotch 
aud Englilh newfpapers ; and alfo be printed in handbills, 
for general diftribution among the Aflociated Friends of the 
People, in different parts of Scotland. 

Adjourned till fix o’clock in the evening. 

Convention Hall, IVeduefday, 6 o'clock. 

Col. Dalrympue in the Chair. 

The Secretary prel'ented the plan of organization for indi- 
vidual focieties, for dillridt aflbeiations, and for general con- 
ventions ; together with a written motion by Mr. Fowler, for 
a Committee of Publication, for the purpofe of communica- 
ting inflru&ion. The fame were received ; and Meflis. Wil- 
fon and Fowler were requeued to bring them before the houfe 
at a proper opportunity. 

Mr, Muir and others brought forward the following mo- 
tions, which were unanimoufly adopted ; namely, 

Refotved , That this Convention do addrefs the Friends of the 
People at London. 

Refolvcd, That the thanks of the Convention be returned to 
Melirs. 



{ .« ) 

JWeflrs. Grey, Erfkine, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Marquis 
of Lanfdown, Col. M'Leod, Lord Daer, and Col. Dalrymple, 
for their patriotic fervices in the caufe of the people : to 
J. H. Tooke, Efq. for his matterly fupport of freedom ; to the 
Hon. Major Maitland, Mr. Sherid.m, Mr. Bell, and Capt„ 
Johnfton, for their important afliftance to overturn corruption • 
alfo the Right Hon. Charles Fox, for his determined fpeechiij 
the lad meeting of the Whig Club ; and laltly, to all thofe 
members of the Houfe of Commons, who have fupported in 
Parliament the caufe of die People. 

Agreed to Capt. Johnfton’s two refolutioils of yefterday, 
which are aS follow : 

Refolvidt .That it be recommended to each Society of the 
Friends of the Petfpie, td expunge from the roll of their mem- 
bers, the name or qames of any individual or individuals, 
who may have afted illegally, tumultuoufly, or in any way to 
the difturbance of the public peace. 

Rtfolved, That any individual or individuals, of the Societies 
of the Friends of the People, whofe conduct may have been 
legal and orderly, and who may be perfecuted by the arm of 
power, for adhering to the caufe of the people, be defended 
by the united ftrength of the Friends of the People. 

The five following motions which Mr Skirving propofedj 
were ordered to lie on the table : 

I. That the Friends of the People in Britain^ fliould unite 
in the application to Parliament, both as to the extent of re- 
form to be demanded, and as to the manner of executing their 
petition for the fame. 

II. That, therefore, this Convention flibuld fend two of 
three deputies to London, to concert a common plan with the 
Friends of the People there, advifing always with the genera) 
committees at Edinburgh, Glafgow, &c. 

III. That tkefe committees, while the deputies remain at 
London, fliould meet weekly, in order to inftrudt the depu- 
ties from time to time. 

IV. That when a common plan of operation is thus procu- 
red, a General Convention be called, to approve or amend the 
fame, and particularly to diredt them in the manner in which 
the petitions Ihall be executed and prefented to Parliament. 

V. That the Convention recommend^ That the Friends of 
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&c Conflitution atid of the People, lie fn the mean tin e dili- 
gent, in forming themfclves cytry where ■ jnto focidti'es, ift or- 
der to give the greater energy to their petitions. 

Mr. Allan p’ropoted the following to be added to the refo- 
lutions already adopted : 

That, in order to fuperfede the tveceflity of con'flantly re- 
torting to the aid of a military force, it be recommended by 
t|ie convention, to the Affociated Friends of the People, in the 
different parts of the country, to hold themfclves in rcadinefs 
tofupport the civil magiftrate, when required, for the fuppref- 
fton of any popular tumults that may atife in 'their neighbour- 
hood. 

This motion Was deferred, on account of its importance till 
next day. 

Mr Muir moved to appoint a committee of finance; and the 
following regulations were unanimoufly adopted ; namely, 
Re/ohed, That each difirift aflbeiation, fhall have a com- 
mittee for regulation their own refpe&ive finances — That 
the feveral committees of finance, fli .11 correfpond with the: 
Edinburgh committee of finance, as the committee alfo of fi- 
nance for the General Convention, and rent it to this commit- 
tee, as fuch, their refpe&ivc contributions for the public in-- 
tereft. 

Refilled, That this committee of general finance, in Edin- 
burgh, fhall lay before each convention a Hate of the receipt 
and expenditure. 

Rtfolvcd, That the Convention, on the firfl day of their fitt- 
ing, appoint e committee of conftraint, for the purpofe of io- 
fpedling the accounts of the Conveention’s committee of fi- 
nance; and report the refult of their examination to the Con- 
vention. 

A motion that had been formerly made verbally, and adopt- 
ed in the refolutions, to petition Parliament, was re fumed •, aud 
the Convention refolved to petition Parliament with all con- 
venient fpeed; and a committee was appointed to draw up a 
fchedule of faid petition, and to prefent the fame to-morrow. 

Adjourned, till ten a’dock to-morrow. 


P 


Convention 
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Co nvcnticn Hall , Thnfjday, to o’clocl ' . 
The delegates convened, conform to adjournment; Col, 
Dalrymple in the chair. _ , 

Mr. Morthland moved to have the two following refolu- I 
tions added to the former ones : I 

Refolved, That (ince a fpeedy and complete redrefs of our 
prefent grievances will be moil effe£lually obtained by the joint 
co-operation of every Briton, who yet retains the fpiritandthe 
with to be free, this Convention will, as far as as their prin- 
ciples and objects will allow them, co-operate with the fociety I 
of the Friends of the People in London. 

Refolved , That this refolution, along with thofe voted at a 
former fitting of this convention {page 14 and 15,) be tranf. 
mitted, by their chairman, to the fociety of the Friends of the 
People in London. 

„ And' the fame was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Fowler read the copy of the petition to Parliament 
which had been ordered ; and it met with general approba- 
tion, as to the matter of it ; and was remitted back to the com- 
mittee, to be put into the form appointed by the Houfe of 
Commons, and thereafter tranfmitted to the different Societies 
for approbation. 

. Mr. Wilfon then brought forward the plan of organization, 
for "the different bodies of the Friends of the People ; after 
reading over the whole of it, the Convention recognized the 
right of individual Societies, to regulate their own internal 
order, and refolved. That thefe words be inferted, “ with 
power to any ten towns, in which there is a Society of the 
Friends of die People, to call a General Convention*. 

Mr. Morthland next brought forward the following motion, 
propofed by Mr. Ritchie of Edinburgh: 

Moved, That the Secretary to this Convention, tranfmit to 
the Secretary of Burge Ills, affociated for the purpofe of ob- 
taining a Reform in the internal government of the Royal 
Bouroughs of Scotland, a letter iuclofing the refolutions, con- 
taining 

* The plan of organization to be revifed and publidicd' by the Ed- 
inburgh Affoeiation. 
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taining the declaration of principles drawn up and puhliflied 
by this Convention, and recommending to the BurgefTcs, if 
the above declaration of principles meets their approbation, to 
co-operate with the Friends of the People, in the common 
caufe of obtaining the great objects of reform cxprefled in 
thefe refolutions. 

In place of this motion, the following was fubmitted by 
Mr. Skirving, and feconded by Captain Johnfton and others: 
Moved, That if any members of the Aflociation for Bo- 
rough Reform, apply to the Friends of the People to be ad- 
mitted, they will be received cordially. But the Convention 
can admit no Societies, but Societies of die Friends of the 
People. 

After a long debate, the votes were taken, and the fird 
motion was negatived, and the fccond adopted. 

Upon the motion of Dr. Yule, an addrefs to the citizens 
of Britain at large, was unanimoufly refolved, and a Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the fame. 

The following motion, fubmitted by Mr. Ellis, was like- 
wife unanimoufly refolved: 

That it be recommended to the people, to form aflocia- 
tions in every county, compofed of members from the differ- 
rent Societies in that county, in order to afcertain the ftate 
df population, the number of electors, the quantity of taxes 
paid, the partial taxes, and the local grievances of that coun- 
ty. That they publilh the fame, or tranfmit them to the 
Committee of finance at Edinburgh. 

Mr. Fowler then moved, “ That the thanks of the Con- 
vention be returned to Convener Lindfay of Coltbridge, and 
the other Friends of Liberty, who, in a liberal and manly 
manner, refuted the afperfions thrown on the conduft and 
intentions of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in the 
late meeting of the fourteen incorporated trades of Edin- 
burgh the fame was unanimoufly agreed to, and the Con- 
vention cxprefled their fenfe of the benefit which was done to 
the caufe by the patriotic conduct of that meeting at large. 

Capf, 
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i - Capt; Johnston in the Chair. 

Refumed the confideration of Mr. Allan’s motion of yefterv 
day ; when fundry members thinking that it was exprtffed 
fubflami.illy in the fecond general refolution, ( page 15,) now 
printed, Mr. Allan agreed \ withdraw it. 

It was then refolved, that the thanks of the Convention be 
given to the Secretary, Mr. Skirving, for his unremitted ap. 
plication to the bufinefs of the Society ; and that a fmall 
Committee be appointed to nflGfl; him in extending, and pub. 
)i(hing the proceedings of this- Convention. 

John Millar, Efq. Advocate, called the attention of the. 
Convention, to certain refolutions in the Edinburgh Herald 
of the day, of wht-'h the following is a copy : 

“ We whole names are hereunto fubferibed, being unani- 
moufly and decidedly of opinion, That for the fecurity and 
bappinefs of all claffes of our- fellow countrymen, for the 
maintenance of our own rights and liberties, and for thofe oF 
our pofterity, it is, in the prefent moment, incumbent upon 
us, and all good fubjefts, to give to the executive govern- 
ment an effectual fupport in counteracting the efforts of fedi- 
tion, and in fupprefling, in their beginnings, all tumults or 
riots, on whatever pretence they may be excited; do hereby 
publicly declare our determination to take all fuch Heps for- 
thefe purpofes as arc within the limits of our duty in the fe- 
vernl Rations in which the. Conllitutiou of our country has. 
placed us, and to afford, by our individual exertidns, that 
a&ive affiftanc? to the authority of the lawful Magiftrate, and 
to the maintenance of the Eflablifhed Government, which is 
at all_times due from the fubjefls of this free and happy king- 
dom ; but which we feel to be more peculiarly nectffary at a 
time when infidious attempts have been wade to deceive and 
miflead the unwary. 

*' With thefe fenttments, and to this intent, we ate 

" RESOLVED, AND DO DECLARE, 

“ That we will ftand by the Conftitution with our lives 
and fortunes. 

“ That we will jointly and individually ufe our utmofl en- 
deavours to counteract all feditious attempts, and, in parti- 
cular, all affociations for the publication or difperfiou of fedi- 

tions 
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tious and Inflammatory writings, or tending to excite diforders 
and tumults within this part of the kingdom. 

“ That we will, on every occaflon, exert ourfelves on the 
firft appearance of tumult or difordcr, to maintain the public 
peace, and to aft in fupport of the Civil authority for fup- 
prciling all riots and tumults that may be excited. 

“ And whereas, we are of opinion, that it would greatly 
conduce to the maintenance of peace and good order, that 
means fhould be ufed to give fuch juft and proper informa- 
tion to our fellow-fubjefts as may tend to remove the falfe 
and delufive opinions that have been induftrioufly circulated 
amongft them, and to imprefs on their minds a proper fenfe 
of the invaluable bleflings fecured to this nation by our happy 
Conftitution : we have agreed diligently to promote the cir- 
culation of fuch writings as may contribute to this important 
end." 

' Having read thcfe refolutions, he moved, that the Conven- 
tion do approve of the fame, and in tcftimony of fuch appro- 
bation, that the Prefident and Secretary, with as many of the 
delegates as ftill remain in town, (hall fubferibe the paper 
now lying in Goldfmith’s Hall. 

Mr Morthland fcconded the motion. 

Some delegates, particularly Mr. Chriftie of Laurencekirk, 
doubted the propriety of the motion. Notwithftanding of 
which it was refolvcd, that the Delegates, in parlies of eight 
or ten at a time (hould go down and fubferibe the fame ; add- 
ing to their names, Friend of the People, or Delegate, &c. 

Upon the prefident and a few more withdrawing for that 
pbrpofe, Mr John Clark, Architect, was called to the chair, 
when after fome converfation, the meeting was adjourned till 
fix o’clock in the evening. 

The Delegate? having once more aflembled conform to ad- 
journment, Mr Bidet from Dundee, was unanimbuily called 
to the Chair. 

Mr. Bisset in the chair. 

The Convention refolved, That a great number of their re- 
folutions and minutes be printed, and fent to^all the Societies, 
and committed the fame to the direction of the Committee of 
. Finance 
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Finance at Edinburgh ; and Mr. Muir moved, that the' Se- 
cretary be enjoined to give fufficient notice to the Edinburgh 
Committee of Finance, that they were likewife appointed 
the Committee of Finance for the General Convention ; and 
upon the Secretary’s motion, the following inftrudlions drawn 
up by Mr.. Muir, were unanimonufly rtftommended to their 
obfervation. 

To the Committee of Finances of the Edinburgh Convention. 

“ The General Convention has inftrufted each particular 
Society, to form a Committee of Finance, for managing their 
own private and public contributions. The Convention has 
feqyefted you to rake the management of the expellees which 
their fittings here may have incurred. In this department of 
their bufinefs, they confider you as their Committee. The 
paiticular Societies will tranfmit to you their refpefitive pro- 
proportions of the general expence. The firft General Con- 
vention. has left each particular Society to the freedom of their 
own will, in regard to the different affeffments they may lay 
upon their members.” 

“ You will keep a regular accompt of the public expendi- 
ture and outly, which you will lay before each general conven- 
tion for their examination.” 

“ As foon as you have colle&ed the amount of the general 
expense, inform each particular Society by a circular letter, in 
order that the Societies may, without delay tranfmit to you 
their refpe&ive proportions.” 

A refpefhble member informed the Convention, that a So- 
ciety had been juft now formed upon the principles of the 
Friends of the People, whofe members in general, were gen- 
tlemen of landed property to a very confiderable extent. 

Mr Morthland moved, that the thanks of the Converttion 
he returned to Mr Fowler, for his eminent fervices in the bufi- 
nefs of the Convention ; and the fame were given unani- 
moufly. 

It was then moved by Mr Drummond, to thank the country 
Delegates, for their ardent zeal in the caufe, manifefted by 
coming up fo numeroufly at this inclement feafon,' and for 
their difinterefted conduct during the fitting; and this was 
done with heart-felt fatisfadlion. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Biflet in the Chair, begged leave to move the return of 
thanks from the country Delegates, to tliofe in the town and 
neighbourhood, for the care and attention to the caufe which 
they had manifelled, in afiemblingfo opportunely and properly a 
Convention of the Societies of the Friends of the Peopli. 
And to this the country Delegates heartily confented. 

The Prefulent then addrelLd the Delegates, exhorting them 
to perfevere in the great and good caufe in which they had em- 
barked, until their obje& (hould be compleatly attained. 

The warm approbation, with which the Convention receiv- 
ed this fentiment, fufficicntly exprefled their concurrence in 
it, and their firm determination to perfevere. 

Adjourned. 


W. SKIRVING, Secretary. 
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PAPF.R diflribttted amdngjl the Fencibtes. 

Friends and Brethren, 

I T is with the greateft pleafure that your Countrymen .are 
informed, That fuch is your attachment and love to them^ 
and to yout Native Country, that you manfully and firmly 
refolve not to leave it upon any terms contrary to thofc up- 
on which you Were at firll engaged. Your Countrymen love 
you, and their hearts would be as much wounded to part with 
you, as your’s would be to be feparated from them. They well 
know that they are fafe under the proteftion of their Fathers, 
their Sons, their Brothers in arms, and they neither wifli nor 
defire any other Defenders . They hope and believe that your 
Hearts are filled with the fame feotimfents. 

The greatmafs of the PLOPLE from amongff whom you have 
been inliflcd, have been reprefeuted to ydu as your enemies, — - 
Believe not the affertiom They have been taught to confider 
you as foes ; but they do not fear finding friends amonglt theic 
brethren. 

Their caufe and yours is the fame: — They ate poor, but 
they have honeft hearts; hearts which fympathizc in your 
caufe : they look for the lame friendlhip and the fame fympa- 
thy in yout 

[A] 
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They rejoice to hear, That you are becoming daily more 
convinced of the great Truth, that the LAW ought to be the 
fame to the Highlander and to Lowlander, to the rich and to 
the poor, and that no man can be compelled to take up arms, 
by any authority what/oever, unlefs his own inclinations prompt 
him to do fo. 

This truth has been hitherto carefully concealed from you, 
but it is not the lefs certain. — The will of your laird cannot, 
WITHOUT your OWN CONSENT, feparate you from 
your families and friends, although many of you may have 
experienced- the exertions of fuch a power, however unjuft, 
and however contrary to LAW. 

We refpeft and admire that principle which induces you, 
(though neeeffity has compelled you to take up arms) ftill to 
perfift in remaining to defend your friends at home, and not 
to quit a country which holds pledged fo dear. 

When YOU are gone, where is their defence — They may 
be either left without protection, or may foon fee their country 
overrun by Foreign Troops, fuch as in time pad have alrea- 
dy ihed the blood of your anceftors, without provocation and 
without remorfe, and who would feel perhaps a» little com- 
pun&ion in Ihedding theirs. 

Prepared for every deed of horror, tliefe foreign iftercc- 
naries may violate the ebajlity of your Wives, your Sifters, 
and your Daughters ; and when dijirt is fatiated, cruelty may 
refutne its place in their hearts, as experience has too well 
and too fatally fliewh, and Friends, Parents, Children, Bro- 
thers, niay be involved in one common daughter. 

The cruel maffacre of GLENCOE cannot yet be forgot- 
tenj are there not amongft you, whofe forefathers perifhed 
there? — Their hearts, throbbing with kindnefs and hofpitaliry, 
were pierced with the daggers of their treacherous guefts; and 
the feaft, prepared by the hand Of unfufpecling friendfliip, was 
clofed with a feene of blood ! — Such js the return for kindnefs 
and hofpitality !— Such the prdteftion which your families 
have to expe£U~ — ! ! ! 

How will they then look around in vain for your protest- 
ing care, when perhaps you are fighting at a difiance in a fo- 
reign 
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reign Jand? — But they hope you will not forfake thcra,-r-Stay, 
Oh flay, and defend your families and your friends ! 

FOR THAT PURPOSE ALONE YOU WERE EN- 
LISTED — — They are ready to come forward for you in the 
vindication of your Rights. 

Thousands join in the fame fentiments with you, and ar- 
dently wilh for your continuance among# them. The cir- 
ciwiftonces which might require you to quit your epujitry 
hive not yet taken place — -No invafion has yet happened— 
You cannot b.e compelled to go, — Leave not your country-,— 
Affert your independaucp — Your .countrymen will look up to 
. you as their proteElors and gmrdigns, and will in their tun* 
Jift up their arms to protefl and affift Y oH, - r - . r 
PUNDEE, Apr ii. %'ifh 1794. 

Appendix A. {N 9 2.) 

To the Landholders of the County of Perth. 
Gentlemen, 

Qbferving an Advertifejne.nt in the Edinburgh News-pa- 
pers requiring you to meet here on the 1 1 th current, to take 
into confidcration a plan of the Executive Government for the 
internal defence of the country, w e > a number of the inhabi- 
tant? of Perth and neighbourhood, confiding of upwards of 
three hundred effeeliye men, deeply iipprefied with the dan- 
gers which threaten the nation ; and animated with that Pa- 
triotifm which proclaims to the world that the fafety of the 
Popple is the fupreine law, make a voluntary offer of our fer- 
yices to affift in protecting the Liberties of the People from 
any incroacliments, either from hoftile invaders, or more dan- 
gerous internal foes, pledging ourfelves on the .one hand to 
refill every attempt to invade private property, and on the 
Other to crufh atjd fubdue every unlawful combination of the 
rich againft the poor; and being -fenfible that the protection 
of the people’s liberties is a trull of fuch importance, that it 
ought to be committed to thole only who are capable of dif- 
cerniug the eternal laws of juftice, and of feeling mid isUiug 
according to the force of principle, we pledge ouifelves that 
none but true men, anfwering to this defcriplion, ikall be al- 
Piiutcd imusK disused by die CbuvJ^^ultawiUcu library DigiusUion llftWcd 



lowed to enter our band ; becaufe, • independent of the palpa, 
ble abfuvdity of committing our defence to criminals, we dif. 
dain the mean fhift of crimping, and {Weeping pnfons. 

Itistjm the foregoing principles that we offer our fervices 
to .the .county, on the following terms, as a body of Infantry 
Troops. 

Firft, We confider thefe principles as the bell feenrity for 
preferving order ; and as militai/y law mnft be very difa- 
greeable, and is wholly unneceflary to men of our peaceful 
habits of life, we therefore require that every offence fhall 
be tried by a jury chofen from among ourfelves. 

Second, As we are for the mod part fettled in bufinefs, or 
have families of our own, we muft therefore cxprefsly flipu- 
late, that unlefs an invafion fhall take place in a neighbouring 
part of the country we fhall not be carried out of the county 
without our own confent, declared by a council chofen by our. 
felves, and held for that purpofe, 

Third, We require to have the foie power of choof.ng our 
own officers from among ourfelves, and of caffiiering, and pla- 
cing them in the ranks, at every month’s end, if ne'cef- 
fary. 

Fourth, We require that the County, or Government, fhall 
furnifh us with arms and military {lores, together with e- 
very other equipment neceflary for the purpofes of defence. 

On the other hand, we engage to find fergeants in our own 
body, qualified to train and difeipline thp men; and fhall 
require no pay, unlefs called out to a&ual fervicc. 

This plan we confider as greatly preferable to dial of rai- 
ling troops of Cavalry, as propofed in fomc counties, for the 
following reafons : 

Firft. That the horfes being taken from the purpofes of a- 
griculture, muft be very hurtful to the country. 

Second, Cavalry are extremely expenfive; and in addition 
to the prefent enormous burden of foreign troops, together 
with our own, will fall heavy on government. 

Third, They will require fix or nine months to train them; 1 
whereas we engage to be ready in four weeks from the time 
tve are embodied, for a&ual fervice. 

Fourth, Without an adequate body of Infantry, Cayalry 
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are wholly incapable to repel an invafion, and are only fit for 
purfuing a flying enemy, or running down an unarmed mul- 
titude. 

Fifth, We engage, when properly trained, to beat off dou- 
ble . our own number of the beft Cavalry that can be brought 
againft us. 

We all'o promife to double or triple our number, upon a 
day’s notice being given, if thought neceffary. 

• The Committee are inftrufled, by a general meeting of the 
Volunteers, to adhere to their former principles, whioh are 
exa&ly the fame as prefented to the General of the Land- 
Jiplders. 

(Signed) Robert Hcnderfon, Shoemaker. 

Matthew Calderwood, ditto. 

John Johnfton, Weaver. 

David Smith, ditto. 

James Hakftoun, ditto. 

Robert Sands, ditto. 

Andrew Pitkethley, Shoemaker. 

(COP Y.) 

Minutes of General Meeting, n. April 1-94. 

The Prefes produced a letter which had been handed to 
him, figned by Robert Hendcjfcn, Robert Sands, Matthew 
Calderwood, David Smith, Andrew Pitkethley, and Thomas 
Smith, relative to an offer of their feryices, and of others who 
had previoufly prefented an unfigned petition to the meeting 
(but which had been withdrawn) for the internal defence of 
the country : Which letter being read, the meeting remit to 
the Committee appointed for carrying into execution the re- 
solutions of this meeting, relative to the railing of two or 
more troops of Fencible Cavalry for the internal defence of 
the County. 

Copy Letter referred to in Minutes of 11 . April 1794. 

To the Prefident of the Meeting of Landholders of the Coun- 
ty of Perth, pvefently affeipblcd in the Sheriff Court 
jHoom. 


igi<iK:j..iPrefidcnt, 
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Prefident, 

Wc foot in p. number of propofals into court to be prefcntcd 
by Colonel Ei lkine, which wc underftand are thrown out'be- 
Cftnfp have no fignatures affixed : We are deputed by 
theft perfbns, wlio offer their ferviccs, and are ready to ap- 
pear in open court to give every fatisfaftion refpefting the 
matter ; we therefore requefl that you will bring forward the 
propofals, and we /hall be ready to wait on you when called 
upon.. Prciidpnt, we are yours. (Signed) Robert Kender- 
jhn, Robert Sands, Matthew Caldevwocd, David Smith, An- 
drew P«fc.et]il?y, Thomas Smith. 

P. S. The deputation is in Mr Murray’s, at tlje back of the 
■jail. 

Half paft Five 
o’clock, P. M. 

Minutes of Committee, xatli April 179-1. 

The Committee having examined the letter which was re- 
ferred to their coqfideration by the general meeting yefter- 
day, which letter has a reference to a previous petition pre- 
fented to the meeting of yefterday, but afterwards withdrawn, 
they find it impoffible to deliberate on that fubjedt at prefent, 
neither having the original petition, nor any plan vefpefling 
the mode of internal defence pointed out by the petitioners, 
before them ; they therefore defire Mr Paton to deliver a co. 
py of this fixth refolution of the Committee to the petitioners, 
fo as they may transmit theix original petition, and may com- 
municate any plan which they have to offer relative to the in- 
ternal defence of the country, which will be paid due atten-, 
tion to by the Committee at their next meeting. 

(COPY) 

Minutes of Committee, 25. April 1 7 94. 

The Committee again eonfiderfed the letter figned by fix 
perfons, and received the original petition there referred to, 
with an addition fince made to it, and the fubfcrjption of fe- 
ven individuals adhibited thereto; and were informed by thefe 
perfons that the refolutions contained in the original petition 
agreed to at a meeting, called by means of a printed 


were 
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hand bill palled up in the ftreets of Perth, and held on the 
North Inch laft Wednefday evening ; at which meeting they 
were alfo informed that the fame perfons rcfol'vcd on prefent- 
ing a petition to his Majefty, in behalf of Muir, Gerald, and 
the other perfons who have lately been fentcnced to be tran- 
fported for the crime of fedition ; the Committee arc of o- 
pinion, that zeal difplayed by individuals, in offering their 
ferviccs to defend their country againft the nnjuft aggrsfiicin 
of the cruel and rapacious foreign enemies we are now enga- 
ged in war with, is commendable in them as Britifh fubjects, 
warmly attached to their king, and to our glorious and hap- 
py conftitution : But, after confidcring the plan fuggefted, 
they are of opinion, that it is liable to fucli objeftions that they 
cannot give it any countenance or fupport ; but they beg to 
recommend to thofe individuals, now tendering their ferviccs 
for the purpofe of repelling the meditated attacks of the in- 
human, ferocious, and irreligious rulers of that unhappy and 
devoted country, France, either to make an offer of their fer- 
vices individually to the officers of the Perthlhire Fenciblc 
Cavalry, or, if they prefer being in a corps of Infantry, to in- 
lift into fome of the regiments of foot now raffing. They al- 
fo beg to inform the individuals who have thus profefled their 
attachment to the county, that it will be expected they will 
ufe their beft endeavours, by avoiding all tumultuous meetings, 
to preferve good order in the town of Perth and its vicinity. 


Appendix B. (N° i.) 

Secretary London Cbrrcfponding Society , to Norwich Conjlitn- 
tioneil Society. 

Fellow Citizens, London, 17th 0 £L 1793. 

W E have to acknowledge at once, your favours of the 3d 
September, and 14th inftaut. Multiplicity of bufinel's 
prevented my anfwering your firft ; but will now inform you 
that the fpirit ffiewn in it gave great fatisfaftion to our foci- 
ety at large. The rejoicn gs for the capture 'of Valenciennes 
were not confined to Norwich alone. The ignorant every 

where 
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where elfe throughout the nation betrayed their imbecility on 
the occafion. But the taking of a town, the flaughtering of 
thopfands of human beings, the laying wafte whole provinces, 
or the enilaving a nation (however great evils they may be) 
can only retard for a fmall fpacc of time, the progrefs of truth 
and reafon: — Be not disheartened, therefore — purfue your 
plan, inftruft mankind, and conftitutionally fet your faces a-, 
gainft exilling abufes : Be afl'urcd that many are our friends, 
•who only wait a favourable opportunity to openly join us, while 
our enemies have much enfeebled themfclves and their caufc 
by their arbitrary exertions. Defpotifm is at its laft gafp — 
One or two campaigns more will terminate its exiflencc. 

We are glad to fee that you begin to make a proper ufe of 
delegation : Where bodies of men are too numerous to be 
convened eafily on every occafion, delegation is the bell, and 
indeed only way to obtain the general opinion. Scotland, im- 
proving on the idea, have not only fummoned their own de- 
legates, but alfo invite thofe of every other Society to attend 
a kind of Convention, which is to be held a): Edinburgh on 
the 29th inflant. The inclofcd paper, which I, previous to 
the communicating your letter to our Committee (which will 
meet only to-morrow) make hafte to tranfmit to you, will 
fhew you that your Society is included in the general invita- 
tion to fend delegates to that meeting — which we exhort you 
to do, if you poffibly can — I firmly believe our Society will 
not mifs the opportunity of doing the fame. 

We have juft publifhed a new edition of The Englifhman’s 
Rights, or a dialogue between a Barrifter and a Juryman, be- 
ing an excellent work, publifhed firft by Sir John Hawles, 
Knight, Solicitor General to King William the Third. It is 
a hook that ought to be in the pofTeffion of every one, as it con- 
tains the rights and duties of a juryman — Send us word if you 

can vend a certain number of them in yout neighbourhood 

we fell them only three fbillings per dozen, hut the retail price 
is fourpence apiece. I am mofl fincerely, my Fellow Citi- 
zens, and brethren in a good caufe, your humble fervant. 


Appcndii 
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Appendix B. ('N° 2.) 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Cor ref pond* 
ing Society, to Norwich. 

London, January zi. 1794. 

Fellow Citizens* 

I have jult received a. letter from Citizen’ Margaret,, at E- 
dinburgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, where you 
will fee that Citizen Skirving is found guilty, and feritenced 
for Fourteen Years Tranfportation to Botany Bay. Marga- 
j-ot’s trial comes next; he meets it with great firmnefs and 
refolutien. I have no time to make my comments on the 
proceedings, but l think our opponents are cutting their own 
throats as fall as they can —Now is the time for us to do 
fomething worthy of Men. The brave Defenders of Liberty 
fouth of the Englilh Channel are performing wonders, driv- 
ing their enemies before them like chaff before the whirl- 
wind. Margarot tells me, that he has not time to write to 
you juft now, but he hopes to have time very foon, when his 
trial is over, and immured in a prifon. The London Corre- 
fponding Society is to have a General Meeting, and an Anni- 
verfary Dinner, on Monday the si th inftant, at the Globe 
Tavern, Strand. I have feat you fome of Margaret’s and 
Skirving’s Indictment, with two copies of a pamphlet on 
Brewing— he is a member of our Society, the author ; if you 
approve of it you may put it in practice, and be a great lav- 
ing to many families, alfo a diminution of the Revenue, for e- 
very one brewing their own beer pay no duty for it* Ex- 
citfe hafte, .1 ftill remain, &c. 

(Signed) 

Appendix B. (N° 3.) 

Copy of a Letier from Mr Margarot to the Norwich United 
Societies. 

Spithead, the icth of March 1794. * 

Worthy Friends, and Fellow Citizens, 

Our Itay here being longer than was at firft expected, I a- 
vail my ft If of that delay to acknowledge the receipt of Twen- 

•prinled fcnsiW di*it*sc by i1k UniwnjiyJ} SJuihuirtfon Litany XXgUiauion Enil tj 
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ty Pounds from your Society, which have been delivered to 
me by Thomas Hardy, our Secretary, to whom you had re- 
mitted them, and who has been down here purpofely to fee 
me, and make fome arrangements for the future, but whofe 
bufinefs has called him back to London before any tiling could 
be fettled between us — At firft he feemed to think that the 
money was meant by you to be divided among the Four who 
are now fuffering together ; but, on my acquainting him that 
thofe gentlemen were inhnitely better off than myfelf in that 
refpeft, infomuch that they are continually receiving private 
prefents, and are moreover fupported by many Noblemen and 
rich Members of Parliament, thefe latter feeking only ([ 
much fear) to make a party affair of it, that he gave*the mo- 
ney to my own difpofal. If, however, you meant otherwife, 
your intention lhall be complied with immediately on its be- 
ing made known to me. — So much for pecuniary affairs. . 

'This Morning 10 flips of war have left Spithead for the Chan . 
nel, and it is here reported that the Brefl fleet is out : •Itumohr, 
always manifying things, fays there are 7 0 fail of French at 
fea ; if fo, there mufi be a number of Iraifports among theni, 
and a defeent may probably be the confequence. — For God's fait, 
my worthy Friends, do not relax in the caufe of Freedom — Con- 
tinue as you have begun ■ — Confolidate your own Societies Unite 

with others — Pcrfeverc, and make no doubt but Jooner or later 
your endeavours will be crowned with fuccefs. I have alfo taj. 
thank you for the affcflionate Addrefs I received from you. 
Be allured that my utmoft ambition will ever be to deferve 
your confidence and your efteem. The tide of Fortune, how- 
ever ftrongly it may run.againft our caufe at prefent, mull 
loon have a turn : The eyes of mankind will naturally open*-L 
when their pockets empty, and their blood fpills, they will 
alk each other, for whom are we thus facrificing ourfelves, 
and murdering others ? What advantage refults to us from 
all tliis expenditure and daughter ? And by interfering in the 
government of another country, do we not fet other nations an 
example to interfere with our own Government, and to model 
it as they think proper ? Should they do fo, Popery and Def- 
potifrn mull be our lot — May gracious Providence avert it* 
may we rather all to a n\an be determined to live free or die! 


( .« ) 

j n my exile, nothing would afflift me fo much as to hear that 
my country was enflaved, and that my countrymen hugged 
their chains. 1 truft however the national fpirit of Britons' 
will prevent it. Adieu, my dear Friends ; and ever remember 
Your faithful 

M. MARGAROT. 

P. S. — This day a mock debate concerning our fcntence is 
to take place in P . 


Appendix C. 


Ext rafis f, tom the Booh containing the Proceedings of the Con- 
JHtutional Society. 

A T a Meeting held at the Secretary’s, Took’s Court, 
Chancery Lane, Friday, 23d March 1791. 

Refolved, that the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr 
Thomas Paine, for his moft mafterly Book, intituled “ The 
“ Rights of Man,” in which not only the malevolent fophif- 
tries of hireling fcribblers are deleft eel and expofed to merited 
ridicule, but many of the moft important and beneficial poli- 
tical truths are ftated, fo irrefiftibly convincing as to promife 
the acceleration of that not very diftant period, when nfurp- 
ing Borough fellers, and profligate Borough buyers, fliall be 
deprived of what they impudently dare to call their property 
— the choice of the Rcprefentatives of the people. 

The Conftitutional Society cannot help exprefling their fa- 
tisfaftion that fo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
member of that Society ; and they fincerely hope that the peo- 
ple of England will give that attention to the fubjefts difeuf- 
fed in Mr Paine’s treatife, which their manifeft importance fo 
juftly deferve. 

Refolved, That the foregoing Rcfolutions, and all future 
proceedings of this Society, be regularly tranfmitted by the 
Secretary to all our correfpondtng Conftitutional’ focieties in 
England, Scotland, and France. 

, Refolved, That the above Refolutions be pubiifhed in the 
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At a, Meeting, ift April 1 79 r . 

Refolved, That the Rcfolutions of this Society, .recommend- 
mg Paine’s book, “ The Rights of Man,” and publilhed in fe- 
veral of the papers, be re-publilhed in the following ; viz, 
General Evening, Morning Poll, World, F.nglilh Chronicle, 
Sherborne, Leeds, York, Briflol, Nottingham, and Birming- 
ham. 

At a Meeting, aad July £?§X. 

Refolved, That the original and tranflntion of an Addrefs 
communicated by the Reverend Dofter Towers, from the fo- 
ciety at Nantz, be entered on the books of this Society. 

The tranfl-tion is entered. 

At a Meeting, 4th March 179?. 

Read the following letter from the Revolution Society a{ 
Norwich, to the London Society for Conflitutional informa- 
tion. 

The Norwich Revolution Society willies to open a commu- 
nication with you at this time, when corruption has acquired 
a publicity in the Senate, which exafts from the honour of the 
Britilh nation renewed exertions for Parliamentary Reform. 
Without prejudging the probable event of fucli an application 
to the Legiflature, this Society is \villing to circulate the : in- 
formation, and to co-operate in the meafures that may feem bed 
adapted to further fo deiirahle aiid fo important aii end. The 
Society is willing to hope the red refs of every exifting grievance 
at the hands of a Government refulting from an extraordinary 
Convocation in 168S, of all who had, at any preceding time, 
been elected Reprefentatives of the people, affilted by the he- 
reditary counfcllors of the natiop, and a peculiar deputation 
from the metropolis j which national CON.^TITU t'ING Af- 
fembly ca thieved for mifcondufl a king of the houfe of Stuart. 
'I he opinions and principles of this Society are bell explained 
by an appeal to their literary Reprefentatives. To James 
Mackintofh, author of Vindicire Gallic®, this Society offers 
the tribute of its approbation and gratitude, for the know- 
ledge, the eloquence, and philofophical fpixit with which he 
has explained, defended, and commented on the Revolution of 
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Jrancc. It liefitates to alien t to tliis only of his opinions, that 
“ there are but two interefts in fociety, thofe of the rich and 
“ thofe of the poor.” — If fo, what chance have the latter?' 

Surely the interefls of all the induftrious, from the richeft 
merchant to the pooreft mechanic, are in every community 
the fame — -to leffen the numbers of the unproductive, to whofe 
maintenance they contribute, and to do away fuch inftitu* 
tions and impofts as abridge the means of maintenance, by re- 
filling the demand for labour, or by fharing its reward : As 
the means molt conducive to this coraprehenfive end, the Nor- 
wich Revolution Society defires an equitable Reprefentation 
of the people. 

The llights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to 
the Privileged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alfo been read 
with attention, and circulated with avidity. They point out 
with dearliefs molt of the abufes which have accumulated 
under the Britifli Government 5 they attack with energy 
moll of the prejudices which have tended to perpetuate them. 

Internally our Society :s thus organized : — Any peifon 
propofed and feconded by a member, is received, on paying 
an admiffion fine, and obliging hitufelf to an annual contribu- 
tion towards the purchale of bodes for the ufe of the fociety, 
and for ciioulntion among the confederated clubs. The mem- 
bers aflemble twice, monthly. A committee of correfpolid- 
ence is periodically elefted by ballot, to feleft books, and to 
conduct the other literary bufinefs. A committee of twelve 
is periodically named by acclamation, to attend feverally the 
meetings of the various confederated clubs, which are invited 
i,n like manner to depute a member to the monthly meetings 
of this. 

The clubs are now feven in number, and more are expect- 
ed to announce their adherence. The Norwich Revolution 
Society, propofing to extend this form of combination, re- 
commends for admiffion into the London Society for Confli- 
tutional Information, twelve perfons. 

Norwich, 26. April 179J. 

At a Meeting, 16th March 1792. 

The Chairman of the Society for Conllitntional Informa- 
tion, eftabliffied at Mancheftcr, having communicated to this 

Primed irnujre dismsed by-lie University ol SouUumplen litany XhmUMbong^igty 
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Society their refolutions of thanks to Thomas Paine, for the 
publication of his “ Second Part of the Rights of Man ; com. 

“ bining principle and pradlicp.” 

Bull’s Head Inn, Manchefter, 13. March 1792. 

At a meeting of the Manchefter Conftitutional Society, held 
this day, it was unanimoufly refolved, 

That the thanks of this Society are due to Mr Thomas 
Paine, for the publication of his “ Second Part of the Rights 
“ of Man ; combining principle and praftice,” a work of the 
higheft importance to every nation under heaven, but parti* 

• cnlarly to this, as containing excellent and prafticable plans 
for an immediate and confiderable reduction of the public ex- 
penditure; for the prevention of wars; for the exteniion of 
our manufactures and commerce ; for the education of 1 tlie 
young ; for the comfortable fupport of the aged ; for the bet- 
ter maintenance of the poor of every defeription ; and fiu ally y 
for leflening ‘GREATLY, and WITHOUT DELAY, the 
enormous load of taxes under which this country at prefenj 
labours. 

That this Society congratulate their country at large on tlic 
influence which Mr Paine’s publications appear to have had 
in procuring the repeal of fome oppreflive taxes in the pre. 
lent Seflion of Parliament ; and they hope, that this adoption 
of a lhiall part of Mr Paine’s ideas will be followed by the mqjl 
f returns exertions to accomplifh a complete Reform in the pre r 
fent inadequate Jlate of the Reprcfentation of the People ; and 
that the other great plans of public benefit which Mr Paine 
has fo powerfully recommended, will be fpeedily carried into 
effeft. 

Signed Prefidcnt, 

— — Secretary. 

Ordered, That the Secretary return to the Chairman of the 
Society at Manchefter the thanks of this Society, for his com- 
munication ; at the fame time alluring him that this Society 
does heartily concur in the above refolution. 

Refolved, That the above refolutions be publilbed in the 
papers. 
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At a Meeting, 23d March 1792. 

Refolved, That the following he published in the Morning 
Chronicle, World, Poll, Times, Argus, Englifli Chronicle, and 
General Evening. 

“ Society for Conftitutional Information, London, March 
“ 23d 1792- This Society having received the following and 
“ other communications from Sheffield j” viz. 

Sheffield. 

Society for Conftitutional Information, Q14. March 17^2.] 
This Society, compofed chiefly of the manufacturers of 
Sheffield, began about four months ago, and is already iucrea- 
fed to nearly TWO THOUSAND MEMBERS, and is daily 
increafing, exclufivc of the adjacent towns and villages, who 
are forming themfelves into fimilar focieties. 

Coniidering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and in- 
formation in the general mafs of the people has expofed them 
to numberlefs irapofitions and abul'cs, the exertions of this 
Society are directed to the acquirement of uftful knowledge, 
and to fpread the fame as far as our endeavours and abilities 
can extend. 

We declare that we have derived more true knowledge from 
the two works of Mr 1 bo men Paine, intituled “ Rights of 
“ Man,” Part the Firft and Second, than from any other au- 
thor or fubjeCl. Phe practice as well as the principle of Govern- 
ment is laid down in thofe works, in a manner fo clear , and ir- 
refifiaj)ly convincing , that this Society do hereby refolve to 
■give their Thanks to Mr Paine for his two faid publications, 
intituled “ Rights of Man,” Parts id and 2d. Alfo, 
Refolved unanimcully. That the thanks of this Society be 
given to Mr Paine, for the ulfcClionate concern he has Ihewn 
in- his fecond Work in behalf of the poor, the infant, and the 
aged ; who, notwithftanding the opulence which blcfl'es other 
parts of the community, are, by the grievous weight of taxes, 
.rendered the miferable victims of poverty and wretchednefs. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That this Society,' difdaining to be 
.confidered either of a Miuiiterial or Oppolition party (names 
of which we are tired, haying been fo often deceived by both) 
do ardently recommend it to all their Fellow Citizens, into 
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tvhofe hands thefe refolutions may come, to fconfer ferioudy 
and calmly with each other on the fubjeft alluded to, and to 
m'tfnifeft ttf the world, that the fpirit of true Liberty is a fpis 
rit of order; and that to obtain Judice, it is confident that wo 
b£juil'ouffelves. 

'R&folved unanimoufly, That thefe refolmions be printed, 
and that a copy thereof be tranfmitted to the Society for Con- 
ftitutional Information in London ; requeding their approba. 
tion for Twelve of our Friends to be entered into their Socie- 
ty, for the purpofe of edablifhlng a conn eft ion and a regular 
communication with that, and all other fimilar focieties' in thfi 
Kingdom. 

By order of the Committee. 

(Signed) 

• Chairman. 


' '’ Ordered, That the Secretary do return the thanks of this’ 
“ Society, .to the ‘ ociety for Conditutional Information, efta- 
*'*bliflied at Sneffield; anil that he exprefs to them with -what 
“ friendfhip and affeftion this lociety embraces them as brb*. 
“ thers, and fellow labourers in the fame caufe. That he do 
“ adore tliem of ottr entire concurrence with their opinion, 
“ viz. That the people of this country are not, as Mr Bnrke 
“ terms .them, Swine; but rational Beings, better qualified to 
“ feparate truth from error than himfelf, pofleffing more ho. 
“ nedy, and lefs craft. 

“ Refolved, That this Society will, on Friday next,' March 
“ 3 id, ballot for the Twelve affociated members, recommend* 
*• ed by the Sheffield Committee, and approved at this meet. 



(Signed) 

Chairman.’ 


At a Meeting, 30th March 1792. 

‘ The twlve-gentlemcn recommended by the Sheffield Socie- 
ty, were unanimoufly elefted. 

B ead a Letter, with inclofed Refolutions, from the Secre- 
tary to the Correfponding Society, London. 

fcim&l imaxi: tisTlisud by flw Library DiaiBsmicn ift.London 
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i ' “ London Correfponding Society* 

" Refolved, That every individual has a right to fhare.in 
", the government of that fociety of which, he is a membet, 
“ unlefs incapacitated. 

“ Refolved, That nothing but non-age, a privation of rea. 
“ fon, or an offence againft the general rule? of fociety can in- 
f* capacitate him; 

“ Refolved, That it is no lefs the right than the duty of e- 
“very citiien to keep a watchful eye on the Government of 
“ his country, tjiat the laws, by being multiplied, do not de- 
“ generate into oppr.eflipn; and that thofe who are intruded 
“ with the government do not fubftltute private intered foi 
“ public advantage. 

“ Refolved, That the people of Great Britain are not pro- 
“ perly reprefcntcd in Parliament! 

“ Refolved, Thai in coniequence of a partial, unequal, and 
“ inadequate reprefentation, together, with the corrupt me- 
“.thod in which Reprefentatiy.es arc elefted. opprg'fiive taxes, 
“ unjud laws; reii rift ions erf liberty, and wading <jf the. pubi 
“ lie. monCy have cufued. 

“ Refolved, That tne only remedy to thofe evils is a fai$ 
“and impartial reprefentation of the people in Parliament. 

, f* Relblved, That a fair and impartial reprefentation can nfe- 
“ ver take place Until partial privileges are abolifhed; and the 
“ drong. temptations h^ld out to Cleftors affords a p'rirfUmp'tivej 
“proof that the Reprefentatives of this country. feldom pro- 
“ cure, a feat id Pdrliariient from the unbought fuffrages of a 
“ free pedple. 

“ Refolved, That this Society do exprefs their abhorrence 
“ of tumult and violence ;• and that, sts they aim at Reform, 
“ nol anarchy, ieafou, firmnefs, and unanimity he the only 
“ arms they employ, or perfuade their 'fellow Citizens to exert 
“ againft abufe of power. 

“Ordered, 1 hat the Secretary of this Society do com- 
“ munitite the aforegoing to the Societies for Conftitutional 
“ Information eftablidied in London, Maiichefler, and Shefi 

•ifca ■ 

“ By. pi'def of the Committee, 

(Signed) - 




; JJeprptarjr/l 



« Refolved, That the Secretary of this Society do cxprefs 
** to the Correfponding Society, the extreme fatisfaftion wliich 
« W e have received by the above communication ; and to af. 
■m .fure them of our delire to continue to correfpoud and co-o- 
“ perate with them for the purpofe of obtaining a fair K.e- 
■#< prefcntation of tlie people in Parliament.” 


At a Meeting, a th- April, 170a* 

'A Declaration from a Society in Southwark was read ; aud; 

Refolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the 
Southwark Society, for the following communication, and that 
it be publilhed in the papers. 

At a Meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, 
April 19th, 1792. 

Refolved, That we do now form ourfelvcs into a Society 
for the Diffufion of political knowledge. 

Refolved, That the Society be denominated The Friends of 
the People^ 

Refolved, Tliat the following be the declaration of this So. 
ciety; 


ExtraS from Declaration. 

Confidering that ignorance, forgetfulnefs, or contempt of the 
rights of men, are the foie caufes of public grievances, and the 
Corruption of Government, this Society, formed for the pur- 
pofe of inveftigating and afferting thofe rights, and of uniting 
pur efforts with others of our fellow citizens, for corretting 
national abufes, and reftraining unneceffary and' exorbitant 

taxation, do hereby declare 

1 ft. That the great end of civil Society is general happinefs. 
adly, That no form of government is good any further than 
it fecures that obje£t. 

jdijr, I hat all civil and political authority is derived fro® 
the People. 

4thly, That equal a&ive citizenlhip is the unalienable right 
of all men; minors, criminals, and infane perfons excepted. 

jthly, That the exercife of that right, in appointing an ade- 
quate reprefeutative Government, is tlie wifelt device of hu- 
man policy, and the only fecurity of national freedom. 

Phnii-J uuasc cinlitcd bv Ac tMvnSlv orSoulluimi/ioaLibi.inDiriBsiiiicu Umi Further 
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Further Extraft from fame Paper. 

We call upon our fellow citizens of all defcriptions to infti- 
tute fimilar Societies for the fame great purpofe 9 and we re- 
commend a general correfpondence with each other, and with the 
Society for Conflitutional Information at London, as the lejl 
means of cementing the common union, and of directing with 
greater energy our united efforts to the fame common objefts. 

B y order of the Committee. 

(Signed) . 

At a Meeting, 27th April, 1792. 

Refolved, 1 hat every Society defiring an union or corres- 
pondence with this, and which doth not profefs any princi- 
ples definitive to truth or jufiice, ot fubverfive to the liber- 
ties of our country ; but which, on the contrary, feeks, as we 
do, the removal of corruption from the Legiflature, andabufes 
from the Government, ought to be and we hope will be, em- 
braced with the moll brotherly a fiction and patriotic friend- 
fljip' by this S ociety. 

Read the following letter, addrefied to the Society called the 
Friends of the People, afi'oeiated for Gonllkwtioual Reform, 
affembled at Free Malons 1 avern. 

Sir, 

By the Society for Conflitutional Information, I am com- 
manded to exprefs to you the faiisfation that its members feel 
pH the inftitution of your .Society. 

That the Houfe of Commons itfelf, which is the very fub- 
jeft to be reformed, fliould have furnifhed a part of this 
flrength, may ultimately afford important advantages to the 
public. But it mull not, Sir, be difguifed, that at firft this-, 
cirumffance will necefl'arily be accompanied with d. ubts, with 
.fufpicions, with appreheniions. It is not, ir, the firlt time 
that numbers of that Houfe have profelled themlelves Kefor. 
mers : It is not the firft time that they have entered into po- 
pular affociations. But Iboukl they, on this occalion, prove 
faithfully inftrumental in effetting a fubflantial i.eform in the 
Reprefentation of the People, and the Duration of Parliaments, 
it will be the firft time that the nation hath not found itfelf in 



( 50 ) 

an error, when it placed confidence in aflociated members of 
Parliament, for the recoveries of the (onftitutionalt and inef- 
titnaljle rights of the people. The long-loft rights of repre. 
flotation, are rights, .Sir, which in truth are not to be. reco. 
vered but b y the exertions and the unanimity of the people 
themfelves. Imprefled with this great truth, it has been an 
invariable objeft of this Society “ to revive in the minds of 
“ the commonalty at large a knowledge of their loft rights, 
** rcfpe&ing the cleftion and duration of the reprefentative 
*• body”— -and we doubt not that your Society will fee the 
wifdovn of puffuing a like courfo. May it taftc the delight of 
diffufing this knowledge ; may it reap the honour of 'calling 
forth the energies of the nation ! 

When this Society, Sir, contemplates that flood ,of light 
and truth, which, under a benign Providence, is no\v f weep- 
ing from the earth defpotifm in all its forms, and infringe- 
ment of rights in all its degrees, to make way for .freedom, 
juftice, peace, and human happinefs; and when it fees your 
Society announce itfelf to the world as tljc Friends of the Peo- 
pie ; it refts allured that this new inftitntion abundantly par- 
takes of that light, that it embraces that truth, and it will aft 
tip to the facrednefs of that friendlhip which it profefle?, ,by 
nobly calling from it, with difdain, all ariflocratic referves, 
and fairly and honellly contending for the People’s -rights in 
their full extent. *■ . 

Here, Sir, Be afiured, lies all your ftrength. You may 
boaft of names, of wealth, of talents, and even ef principles j 
but without the fellowltip of the people, underfinmllng an<J 
fefcllng their immediate intereft in the conteft, your .'.Ub'iution, 
whenever it grapples with that powerful defpotili/i-io w’,.i?h 
it is' oppofed, and to which a conftitutional cloiilt. g. . cs double 
ftrength, will rnoft affuredly Crumble to dull. 

llefe. Sir, it is with peculiar fuisfa .ion that li.u fkoicty 
for Conflitutioh'al Information can exprefs its bi'.u i .lit?; 
its own unequivocal “ Declaration of Rights, v i.lnvu; v.-iath 
“no Englilhman can be a free man, nor the t lo oiVi nation 
“ f rce people,” it owes that confidence. On the pan t.I a!) «iuc 
friends to a fubftantial Reform of Parliament-, which, in fll 

periods 
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periods of J.he Society’s exigence it has invariably experien- 
ced. ' , 

This fliort declaration, containing no more than four dif- 
tinft propolitionq, fatisfied the people that the Society afl'um- 
•ed not the office of Reformer, without knowing with precifion 
what wanted Reform; nor the character of Friend, wiiliput 
toanifpfting that jincerity which gave proof of its attachment. 
It left to 'fnch Reformers as Mr Burke to talk of the people’s 
liberties, and at the fame time to deny or explain away their 
“rights; 

This Society, Sir, trulls, that the purity of principle which 
aftnated individual Members of Parliament, who joined the af- 
fociations that have been fpoken of, will in no degree be af- 
ieffed by the obfervations that have been made upon the in- 
fufliciency of thofe nfCociations. , But, convinced that a flrong 
impreflion flill remains upon the minds of the people, thiat, in 
general, perfo.is who have long been accullomed to hold feats 
in the houfe of Commons, tinder the prefent abufes in the Re- 
p’rtfentarion, and whofe conneftiohs are all Ariftocratic, mull 
he almofl btore than men, at once and conipleatly to facrificc 
both prejudice and unwarranted power at the altar of Free- 
doin j — this Society, convinced, 1 fay ir, of the exillence of 
this impreflion, would not fnfFer its delicacy to Hand in the 
Way of its duty on this important occafion ; but determined, 
with the franknefs belonging to linccre affeflion, to warn its 
hew brethren againft a danger to which they might otherwife 
become expofed' through mere inadvertency. 

That the diftinguiihed pei-foris who have adorned the Se- 
nate; and now adorn your Society, may he found equal to the 
fublime efforts of virtue which their lituation now demands, 
and may on that account receive thcbleflings of their country 
and of mankind to the latell pofterity, is the fincere, the af- 

■ dent wilh of the Society for Conflitutional Information ! In 
■' v/hofe name I have the honour to fubicribe myfelf, with great 

regard, face. 

Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by the Chairman of 
this M etting, and lent to the faid Society at their next gene- 

■ ral Meeting. 
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At a Meeting, 4th May 1792. 

jlead letter from the Revolution Societies at Norwich, as fol- 
lows: 

Copy of a Lttter from the Chairman of the Norwich Revo- 
lut'.on Society, to the Society for Conjlitutional Informa, 
tion. 

To the London Society for Conftitutional Information. 
The Norwich Revolution Society willies to open a commu- 
nication with you at this time, when corruption has acquired 
a publicity in the Senate, which exafts from the honour of 
the Britilh nation renewed, exertions for Parliamentary lie- 
form. Without pre-judging the probable event of fuchaa 
application to the Legiflature, this Society is willing to circu. 
late the information, and to co-operate in the n.eafures that 
may Cecm bell adapted to further fo defirable and fo import- 
ant an'end. It is willing to hope the redrefs of every exift- 
ing grievance at the hands of a Government I'efulring from an 
extraordinary convocation, in 1688, of all who had at any 
preceding time been defied Reprefentatives of the People, 
a Hided by the hereditary counfellors of the nation, and a pe- 
culiar deputation from the metropolis, which National CON. 
STITUTING Aflcmbly cafliicied 'for mifoondufl a king of 
the houfe of Stuart. 

The opinions and principles of this Society are bed ^Xe- 
plained by an appeal to their literary repri-fentatives. To 
James Mackintofli, author of the V indices G allies, this So- 
ciety offers the tribute of its approbation and gratitude, for 
the knowledge, the eloquence, and philofophical fpirif with 
which he has explained, dejcnded, and commended the Revolution 
of France. It hditates to aflent to this only of his opinions, 
that, “ there are but two ioterefls iii fociety, thofe of the rich 
“ and' thofe of the poor.” If fo, what chance have the latter? 
Surely. the interefts of all the inilullrious, irom the richeft 
merchant to the pooreft mechanic, are in every Community 
the fame — to leflen the numbers of the unproductive, 10 whofe 
maintenance they contribute, and to do away fuch inflitutions 
and iinpofts as abridge the means of maintenance, by refill- 
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ing the demand for labour, or by fliaring its t'eward ; as the 
means mod conducive, to this comprehenfive end, the Norwich 
Revolution .Society defires an equitable Reprefentation of the 
People. 

The Rights of Man, by Ithomas Paine, and the Advice to 
the Priviledged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alfo been. read 
with attention, and circulated with avidity. They point out 
with clearnefs mod of the abufes which have accumulated un- 
der the Briti/h Government ; they attack with energy mojl of 
the prejudices which have tended to perpetuate them. 

Internally, our Society is thus organized ; — Any perfon 
propofed and feconded by a member is received, on. paying an 
admiflion fine, and obliging himfelf to an annual contribution 
toward the purchafe of books for the ufe of the Society, and 
for inculcation among the confederated clubs. The members 
aflemble tv. ice, monthly. A commit Ue of correfpondetice is peri- 
odically elefted by ballot, to felcdl books, and to conduct the 
Other literary bufinefs. A committee of twelve is periodically 
named by acclamation, to attend feverally the meetings of the 
various conjederated clubs, which are invited in like manner to 
depute a member to the monthly meetings of this : Thrfe clubs 
are now feven in number; and more are expedted to announce 
their adherence. The Norwich Revolution Society, propofing 
to extend this form of combination, recommends for admiflion 
into the l ondon Society for Conflitutional Information the 
following 12 perfons t 

V ■ Chairman. 

Norwich, 

April a6th>^7p2. 


At 



f >4 } 

AtqiMecting, iitli of May, 1792, 

' Refelv.cd That thero be a communication from this Society 
with the* Society of the Conllitution at Paris, known by the 
name of the Jacobins. 

• 'Read the following addrefs from this Society to the Society 
o&Fr'icnds of the Gonllitution at Paris, called the Jacobins, 


ADDRES S. 


Brothers, and Fellow Citizens of the World, 

The cordial and affeftionate reception with which you have 
honoured our worthy countrymen Mr Thomas Cooper and 
Mr fames Watt, members of the Society of Manchefter, an$ 
united with our Society, has b?en communicated to us by the 
correfpondence of thole gentlemen. 

In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Revo- 
lution ryhich your nation has accompli Qied, we fpeali a lan- 
guage which only finceiity can dictate. 

' 1 he formality of Courts affords no example to us. To do 
our tli oughts jnliice, we give to the h^art the liberty it de-' 
lights in, and liail you as brothers. 

It is not among the lead of the revolutions which time isf 
unfolding to an pftoniflied world, that two nations, nurfedby 
feme wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, fliould fo fuddenly 
break their common odious chain, and ru(h into amity. 

The principle that can produce fuch, an effeft, is the off- 
fpring of no earthly Court ; and whilft’ it exhibits to us the' 
expenlive iniquity of former politics, it enables us, with bold 
felicity, to fay, We have done with them ! 

In contemplating the political condition of nations, we can- 
not conceive a more diabolical fyllem of government, than 
that which has hitherto been generally praftifed over the" 
wo 1 Id : To feed the avarice and gratify the wickedncfs of am- 
bition, the fraternity of the human race has been deftroyed 
as if the feveral nations of the earth had been created by ri- 
val gods. Man has not conhdered man as the work of one 
Creator. 

The political inftitutions under which he has lived have’ 
been counter to whatever religion he profeffed. 

. Tnfteaif 
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Tnftead of that univerfal benevolence which the morality of 
every known religion declares, he haS-been politically bred 
to conliiler his fpccies as his natural enemy, and to defcribe 
virtues and vices by a geographical chart. 

The principles we now declare are not peculiar to the So- 
ciety that addrcfies you ; .they are extending themfelves, with 
accumulating force, through every part of our country, and 
derive Hrength from an union of caufes, which no other prin- 
ciples admit. 

The religious friend of man, of every denomination* records 
them as his own ; they animate the lover of rational liberty ; 
and they clierifh the heart of the poor, now bending under an 
Oppreffion of taxes, by a profpeft of relief. 

We have againft us only that fame enemy which is -the e- 
nemy of juftice in all countries — a herd of courtiers, fattening 
bn the fpoil of the public. 

It would have given, an additional triumph to our congra- 
tulations, if the equal rights of man (which are the founda- 
tion, of your declaration of rights) had been recognized by the 
Governments around you, and tranquilly eftablifhed in all ; 
But if defpodfmB be Hill referved, to exhibit, by confpira- 
ty and combination, a further example of infamy to fu- 
ture ages, that Power that difpofes of events bell knows the 
means of making that example finally beneficial to his crea- 
tures. 

We have beheld your peaceable principles infulted by def» 
potic ignorance : We have feen the right hand of fellowfliip. 
which you hold out to the world, rejefied by thofe who riot 
bn its plunder ; We now behold you a nation provoked into 
defence ; and we can fee no mode of defence equal to that of 
eftnbliihing tile general freedom of Europe. 

In this belt of caufes we wifh you fucccfs. Our hearts go 
With you and in faying this, we believe we utter the voice 
of millions. 

Refolved, That the above addrefs be figned by the Chair- 
man, and that be requefted to tranfmit it, 

with all poffible difpateh, to — r— . at Paris. 

Refolved, That the faid Ad.dl'cfs- be read a fqeond time at 
next meeting, for publication. 

f fciiM by Ho UgM Jj- SoLiUuiiniilt'u Libnuy tU’jUiBjeMved,, 
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Refolvcd, That a Committee be appointed to meet the 
Committees of the Southwark, London, and Weftminfter Sociei 
ties of the Friends of the People, to-morrow evening, at feven 
o’clock, at the White Hart Tavern in Holborn, and be em- 
powered to cooperate with them in the publication of the 
four refolntions contained in the declaration heretofore pub- 
lifted by this Society. 

At a Meeting, 18th May 1792. 

The Addrefs to the Jacobins ordered to be publifted. 

Read the following letter from Mr Paine, acquainting the 
Society that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap edition of 
the Fir ft and Second Parts of the Rights of Man. 

Refolvcd, That this Society will contribute its utmoft aid 
towards fupporting the rights of the nation. 

Sir, London, May iStli, 1792. 

The honourable patronage which the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information has repeatedly given to the works, intitu- 
led “ Rights of Man,” renders it incumbent on me to commu- 
nicate to them whatever relates to the progrefs of thofe works. 

A great number of letters, from various parts of the coun- 
try, have come to me, exprefling an carneft defirc that the firft 
and fecond parts of “ Rights of Man” could be rendered more 
generally ufeful, by printing them in a cheaper manner than 
they have hitherto been : As thofe requeds were from per- 
fons to whom the purebafe at the prefent price was inconve. 
nient, I took the proper means for complying with their re- 
queft. 

I am fince informed that the Miniftry intend bringing a 
profecution ; and as a nation (as well the poor as the rich) 
has a right to know what any works are that are made the 
fubjeft of a profecution, the getting out a cheap edition is, I 
conceive, rendered more neceffary than before, as a means to- 
wards fupporting that right; — and I have the pleafurc of 
informing the Society that I am proceeding with the work. 

I am, &c. 

THOMAS PAINE. 

To the Chairman of the Society for 

fcnedfiftitiHfoiidl' LibluI> ' DWfis " i “ L ' n£ 
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The Society took into consideration the contents of the a- 
forefaid letter, and came to the following Refolutions : 

Refolved, Tliat the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr 
Thomas Paine, for the communication he has made, and for 
the patriotic difintereftcdnefs manifeftcd therein. 

Refolvcd, That this Society will contribute its utmofl aid to- 
wards fupporting the rights of the nation, and the freedom of 
die Prefs, and him who has fo cffcutially and fucccfsfully con- 
tributed to both. 

Refolvcd, That the right of inveftigating principles and fyf- 
tems of government is one ofthefe rights; and that the works 
of any author, which cannot be refuted by reafon, cannot, on 
the principles of good government or of common fenfe, be 
made the fubjefl. of a prol'ecution. 

Refolvcd, That the cxceffive taxes which this country pays, 
being now foventeen millions annually, give an additional mo- 
tive for the excrcife of this right, and render it at the fame 
time a more immediate duty the nation owes to itfelf, to en- 
ter upon and promote all fuch inveftigations. 

Refolvcd, That a Committee he appointed to enquire into 
the rumour of the above-mentioned profecution ; and to report 
thereon to the Society at its next Meeting. 

Refolvcd, That a copy of Mr Paine’s letter, together with 
thefe refolulious, be tranfrnitted to all the affociated Societies 
in town and country ; and that this Society dq congratulate 
them on the firm and orderly fpirit, and tranquil perfeverance, 
nianifefted in all their proceedings, and exhort them to a Rea- 
dy continuance therein’. 

Refolved, That jooo copies of the above letter and refolu- 
tipns be printed, for the ufc of this Society. 

At a Meeting, 25th May 1792. 

Refolved, That 6coo more copies of the bills direfted at 
the laft meeting be printed : That 100 be fent to each of the 
twelve affociated members of the Sheffield Conllitutional So- 
cieties ; ico to each of the twelve afl’oeiated members of the 
Norwich Conftitutioual Society ; 200 to each of the other So- 
[ D 2 ] cieties 
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cietxes correfpondlng with this Society ; zco to Derby ; and 
300 to the Society at Belpar. 

Read a paper called a proclamation, dated the 21ft inftant, 
for fuppreffing fcditiotts publications. 

The Society came to federal rpfolutions on this proclama- 
tion ; the laft of which is, 

Tiiat the monftrous enormity and grievance of the prefent 
National debt ; 

The grievous oppreffion of feventecn millions annually of 
taxes ; 

The fcandalous duration of Parliaments for feven years ; 

Private proprietors of Boroughs, falfely pretending to be,- 
and really adting as, reprefentatives of the people ; 

Judges, claiming in all cafes, and under all circumflances, 
the 'determination of the criminality or innocence of any aftj 
exclufively of the Jury; expenfive armaments, and menacing 
proclamations and encampments in time of a profound peace r 

Thefe things we eannot believe either wife or wholefome 5 
and we declare it to be a fatal omiffion, at the time of the Re- 1 
volution, that thefe things were not fufficiently guarded a- 
gainft ; and we feel it our duty, to the utmoft of our power, 
to obtain a full and fair reprefentation of the people, which' 
we hold to he the only effcdtual fecurity for their rights, 
liberties, and property, and to be the only mcafure that cap 
produce “ that due fubmiflion to the laws, and that juft con- 
“ fidence in the integrity and wifdom of Parliament,” which 
are declared in the laid paper, called a proclamation, to 
“ the chief caufcs (under Providence) of the wealth, the hap- 
pipefs, and the profperity of the kingdom,” 

Read a communication from the London Correfponding So, 
ciety, as follows ; 


By direction of the delegates of the London Correfponding 
Society, I have thy honour of inclofing to you a copy of theii; 

fifriir nr i fr V * ■ wHlft If ■ nTA-i* ***** 


fiddvefs and regulations, which I requeft 7011 will communis 
cate to the Conftitutional Society. 

I am truly. Sir, 

Your mod obedient and 
Bell, Exeter Street, yery humble fervant. 

May 24th 1 792. Secretary. 

To the Chairman of thq 
Conftitutional Society. 

Refolded, That the thanks of this Society be returned to 
the London Corrcfponding Society, for the communication 
which it has made to this Society ; and that the further con. 
fideration of the faid communication be poftponed to the next 
jneeting of this Society, 

At a Meeting, ift June 1792, 

The Secretary reported that he had fen t 1200 of the print-, 
ed bills, ordered at the laft meeting, to the Sheffield Conftitu- 
tional Society 200 to the Norwich Conftitutioual So- 
ciety ; — to the Southwark Conftitutional Society aoo ; — to 
the London Correfpondiug Society 2 "0 5 — to a perfon to be 
forwarded to Derby 20,.- ; — to the Conftitutional Whigs 
200 to the Ejociety at Belpar 200. 

Refolyed, That the Secretary do fend to Birmingham 
fSoo j— to the Society at Aldgate 200 ; — to Manchefter 
120,0, ; — -to Liverpool 200 ; — to Cambridge 500 ; — and 400 
to [a. perfon] t0 be diftributed among the Societies in the 
neighbourhood of Glafgow. 


Read a letter from the Corrcfponding Society as follows: 
Sir, 31ft May 1792. 

The London Correfponding Society returh thanks to the 
Society for Conftitutional Information, for the communication 
of Mr Thomas Paiue’s letter to them, and of their refolutions 
fubfequent thereto. 

It gives us infinite fatisfa&ion to think that mankind will 
foon reap the advantage of Mr Paine’s labours, in a new and 
cheaper edition of the Rights of Man. 

We are, however, no ways furprized at the report of a 

Famed m»,,c utilised by d>c IMvodty 
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profecution being commenced againft hi* works ; for, by 15,3 
doeirine fubftituted for law in England, tliat truth conftitutps 
the libel, the very many truths in both volumes of the Rights 
of Man, render them completely libellous, and force Admini- 
fl ration, perhaps againft their inclination, to l'ubmit them to 
the impartial inveftigation of competent Judges. 

Kis iVajefty’s proclamation next engages our notice; — af- 
ter reading it with great attention, we difeard an idea thrown 
out by fome, that it had been drawn up and fent forth at this 
jun&ure with a view of railing unfavourable prejudices in the 
minds of the people againft Mr Paine, or his works, now uni 
der a profecution ; inafmuch as fuch an attempt, if it could 
be proved, would not only bear malice on the face of it, but 
would likewife be a moft daring violation of the laws. 

We are more willing to difeover therein his Majcfty’s great 
goodnefs of heart and paternal care,' anticipating our warmeft 
wifiles’, giving the greateft encouragement to our different So- 
cieties, and.holding forth the Tame ftrong defire with us of a- 
liding by the Conjlitution in its pure and uneorrupt ft ate, of fe. 
curing the public peace and prof perity, of preferring to ALL, the 
full enjoyment of their rights ' and liberties, both religious and 
civil ; andfeeming, in fadt, to encourage them, under the moft 
ferious confideralion of their own welfare and that of their 
pojlerity, to join us, and unite their endeavours with ours in 
guarding againft all attempts, aiming nt the fubvetfton of whole, 
fome and regular government, and to dif courage and reprefs, to 
the uUnoft of their power, nil proceedings tending to produce riots 
and tumutls. 

Our ends being thus uncontrovertibly the fame, and there- 
by enjoying the royal fanftion, we imagine that in exercifing 
our right of meeting, when and where wfe pleafe, of can vailing 
fueh fubjecls as we think proper^ of inftrufting our fellow- 
citizens, and of uniting our endeavours to obtain a perfeft 
Reprefentation in Parliament, we are taking the trueft method 
of fecuring to ourfelves and our pofterity all the blellings of 
liberty and peace. 

Yielding to the Society for Conftitutional Information, both 
in priority of inftitution, and in greatnefs of abilities, we yet 

put 
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put in our claim for equality of zeal towards the public good,* 
imcl firm determination to obtain it. 

We are, &c. 

— - Chairman. 

To the Chairman of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information. 

Ordered, That die faid letter be publiflied in fucli news- 
papers as will receive the advertifemenls of this Society. 

Refolved, That an open Committee do take into confidera- 
tion Paine’s letter, and have power to tranfmit copies to the 
different Correfponding Societies. 

6000 Copies of the refolutions relative to die proclamation 
to be printed, and lent to the different Correfponding Societies. 

At a Meeting, 15th June 179a. 

Read letter from the London Correfponding Society, dint- 
ing, that they had opened a, fubfeription for the defence of Mr 
Paine, and diat they wiflied fix of their members might be af- 
fociated with this Society. 

■ Ordered, That the Secretary be defired to inform the Secre- 
tary of the London Correfponding Society, that diis Society 
received 1 tlieir propofal with pleafure ; and are willing to ad- 
mit fucli fix of the members whom they fliall nominate, to be 
affociated members of this Society. 

Refolved, That a fubfeription be opened in this Society for 
the benefit of Mr Thomas Paine, author of the Rights of Man. 

Ordered, That the letter of the London Correl'pondyig So- 
ciety, and the two laft refolutions, be publillied in the news- 
papers. 

Refolved, That i2,oro copies of Mr Paine’s letter to Mr 
Secretary Dundas be printed by this Society, for the purpose 
pf being tranfmitted to our correfpondents throughout Great 
Britain; and that a committee be appointed to diredt the 
fame, 

lein d li 1 b _- ih , rs Oia L) D - „• ..At 
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At; a Meeting, «4 J.w»e 4 792* 

. A-.ropn^pr repprted.tfiat an information was filedagainfi 
Mr Paine, for his publication of -{he-Rights of Man. 

Offered, That th.e fubfcription entered into for the benefit 
of Mr Thomas Paine, he entered in a fepardte part of the 
book, and kept-open- for the members of this Society. 

' _ dii ■- -'i 

At a Meeting, 29th June 1792. ,,j, 

The Committee report a plan of diftribution of tha 12,000 
.copies of Mr Paine’s letter to Mr Dimdas; which. is adopted* 

At a Meeting, 6th July 1792. ■•■ ,VbL 

Read letter from the Secretary to the London Go.rrefppijdjng 
. Society. . 1 4* ; |j 

Sir, : :-»nt 

, . In. the name of the London Correfponding Society,. I li^ve 
to return thanks to the Society for Conftitutional Inforp^- 
. . tion for their prefent of 200 copies of their refolutiqps Q jj|- 
, fpefting the King’s proclamation ; as alfo for the 200 copjes^qf 
.Mr Paine’s, letter, £«,— Likewjfe Mr Paine’s lctfer toihjr 
Secretary Dundas;— hy care in the diftribution of thegij fjflfp 
600 papers lhall be feen by as many thoufand perfons, I[0!j 
We find onrfelves highly favoured by your readinefs 
mit.fix of our members among you. I am directed to fqrw.ajd 
.to you the following fix names, as the perfons chofen by jour 
Society for that honourable purpofej our fenfe of thefnvqur 
fo conferred will be bed expreffed by their clofc attendaneeat 
your inftruftive meetings, and conftant endeavours, to fqrw^d 
the fo beneficial and fo much wanted Reform of Parliament^ 
.ry Reprefentation. . • , ^ f Jsaw flint 

I am, Sir, _. (i< 

with great Relpect, 

July 6. 1792. Your very humble fervant, 

V-. : . _ ZJ . - — -Secretary. 

A Deputation from the Friends of the People in Southwark, 
on -the fubjedi of the dinner of 1 ijth'July, attended. ' 

On a motion to dine with them, the previous queftion put, 
and carried. 


At 
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At a Meeting, 13th July 1792* 

The fix gentlemen recommended by the London Correfpond- 
Ing Society, unanimoufly elefted. 

The Society to dine at the Shakefpcare the i.|th of July. 

At a Meeting, 28th September 1792. 

Read a letter from the London Correfponding Society, to 
the Secretary. 

Sir, 

The London Correfponding Society having taken the refo- 
lution of tranfmitting to the French National Convention an 
addrefs, (figne.i by all the mefnberS, or by the different dele- 
gates, each dating for how many members he figns) to allure 
that differing nation that we fympatliife with them in their 
misfortunes— that we view their exertions with admiration — 
that we Willi to give them all fuch countenance and fupport as 
individuals, unfupported and oppreffed themfelves, can afford— 
and that ihould thofe in power here dare (in violation of the 
nation’s pledged faith of Neutrality, and in o'ppofition to the 
well-known fentiments of the people at large) to join the Ger- 
man band of defpots united againd liberty, we difclaim all 
concurrence therein, and will, to a man, exert 'every juft ifiable 
means for countera&ing their machinations againd the free- 
dom and the happinefs of mankind. 

I am ordered by the Committee to acquaint the Society for 
Conftitutional Information therewith, in order to be favoured 
with there opinion thereon ; and in hopes that if they approve 
the idea, and recommend its adoption to the different Societies, 
the publication of fuch a refpcdtablc number of real names 
will greatly check the hodile meafurcs which might other- 
wife be put in execution. 

I am, with great Refpeft, 

Dear Sir, 

London, aid Sept. 1792. Your very humble Servant, 
— , Secretary. 

Refolved, That the Secretary exprefs the thanks of this So- 
ciety to die London Correfponding Society, for their commu- 
-j- £ K J nioation j 
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nicatlon ; and acquaint them that this Society do very liighly 
approve, of their intention. , 

Refolved, That the faid letter be read at the nest meeting,, 
for the- pur.pofc of confidcring of publifhing the fame. 

At a' Meeting, jth of Oftober 1792. 

Refolved, That the letter from the Correfponding Society, 
entered on the minutes of the laft meeting, together with the 
refolution of the Society thereon, be publifhed in the news- 
papers. 

Read a letter from the Conftitutional Whigs independent, 
and Friends of the People, accompanied with fifty copies of 
a letter tranfmitted, to them from the Friends of Freedom at 
Cherbourg. 

Ordered, That the Secretary return the thanks of this 
Society W the Conftitutional Whigs, for the communica- 
tion. 

At a Meeting, rath October 179a. 

• Read Mr Barlow’s letter to the National Convention of 
France, on the defers of the ' Conftitution of 1791, and the 
extent of the amendments which ought to be applied. 

Refolved, That be requefted to draw up an 

anfwer to the letter of Mr Barlow, read at the laft meeting, 
expreffing how much pride this Sooiety feel at having eletled 
bint an honorary member. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to tranfmit a 'copy 
' ‘of the: Argus of to-inorrow to each of the members of this 
'Society. 

Read a. letter from the London Corrcf onding Society, 
with an inclofed Addrcfs to the National Convention of 
France- 

Sir, 

YoUr favour of the 3d inftant, informing us that our pro- 
pofal fo&addreffing the. French National Convention had met 
with the approbation of the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation ; we have inclofed you a copy of the Addrcfs we have 

tank-J wage cMUsad by lie Uianoity W SquUianujlca Library Disifismicn L'riil drawn 
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drawn up, and mean to fend; the Society at large laving ap. 
proved of it. 

Not in the. lead prrfuming to propofe it for the adoption of 
your Society, ourfelvcs will joyfully throw i- afide, and as 
readily fubferibe to any procluftion of -yours, letter calculated 
to aufwer the purpofo, and lefs unworthy being prefented to 
fo aupufl an Afllmbly. 

Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain; but 
nonefl Addrefs, will be adopted by forne other Societies., jn 
.concurrence with our own ; and, refpefting the manner of fign*. 
ing, of conveying, and of prefenting it, your better experien- 
ced advice will greatly oblige. Gentlemen, 

Your very humble fervant, for the Com- 
mittee of the London 'Correfponding 
Society, 

MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 

— Sec. 

Thurfday, n. Oft. 1792. 

Frenchmen, 

• While foreign robbers are ravnging your territories under 
the fpecious pretext of juftice, cruelty and defolation leading 
on their van, perfidy with treachery bringing up the rear, yet 
mercy and friendfhip impudently held forth to the world as the 
foie motives of their incurfions, the oppreffed part of man- 
kind, forgetting for a while their own fufferings, feel only for 
yours, and with an anxious eye watch the event, fervently 
fupplicating the Almighty Ruler of the univerfe to be favour- 
able to your caufe, fo intimately blended with their own. 
Frowned upon by an oppreffive fyitem of controul, whofe gra- 
dual, tut continued encroachments have deprived this nation" 
of nearly all its hoafled liberty, and brought us almoft to that 
abjsft flate of flavery from which you have fo emerged. Five 
thoufand Britifli citizens, indignant, manfully ftep forth to 
refeue their country from the opprobrium brought upon it by 
the Alpine conduft of thofe in power ; they conceive it to he 
the duty of Britons to countenance and affift, to the utmpft of 
their power, the champions of human happinefs, and to Afoar 
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to a nation prpceeding on the plan you have .adopted, an in. 
viojable friendlhip ; fac red from this day be that friendflup 
between us, and mpy yepgeance to the uttermoft overtake the, 
man wljoj hereafter, (hall atterppt tp qaufe a rupture., 

Though >ve 'appear fo few at prefeut, be allured, French,, 
men, that our number inc.reafes daily. It is true, that the 
ftern uplifted arm of authority at prefent keeps back the ti, 
mid 1 ; that bufily circulated itnpoftures hourly miflead the cre- 
dulous ; and that court intimacy with &vo,\ypd French, traitors 
has fora c effeft ou the unwary and on the ambitious ; but 
with certainty we can ipform you,. Friends and Freemen, 
that information makes a rapid progrt-fs among us ; curipfity 
lias taken pofllflion of the public mind ; the conjoint reign of 
ignorance and defpotifm gaffes away ; men now afk each o- 
ther what is freedom, what are out rights ? Frenchmen, you 
fu;e already .free, and Britons are preparing to become fo. 
Calling far from us the criminal prejudices artfully inculcat- 
ptfljy evil minded men and wily courtiers, v/c, iuflcad of na^ 
tural enemies, at length difeover in Frenchmen our fellow ci-. 
tizens of the world, and out brethren by the fame heavenly, 
Father, who created u? for the purpofe of loving, and mutual. 
Jy affilling each other, but not to hate, and to be ever ready 
to cut each others throats at the command of weak and am* 
bitious kings and corrupt minifters : — Seeking our real ene, T : 
• aiies, we find them in our bofoms, we feel ourfelves inward- 
ly torn by> an d ever the viftims of a relllefs and all cor^. 
fuming ariflocracy, hitherto the bane of every nation under 
the fun. Wifely have yon afled in expelling it from 
France. 

W'arm as our withes lire for your fuccefs, eager as jvc arc 
to. behold Freedom triumphant, and man e\ cry where retto- 
red to the enjoyment of his juft rights, a fenfc of our duty as 
orderly citizens, forbids our flying in arms to your aflillance; 
pur Government has pledged the national faith to remain 
neutral— in a ftruggle of liberty againft defpotifm, Britons 
remain neutral? O Ibame! But we have entrufted our King 
with diferetionary powers, we therefore muft obey, — our 
hands are bound, but our hearts are free, and they are witli 
you. ' 1 ' 
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Let German defpots aft as they pleafe, we (hall rejoice, at 
their fall, compaffionating however their eufl.ived fubjefts, , 
We hope this tyranny of their mailers will prove the means 1 
of re-inftating, in' the full enjoyment of their tights ahd'liber- 
tics, millions of our fellow creatures. 

With unconcern, therefore, we view the Eleftor qf flano- 
ver join his troops to traitors and robb’fers — but the; Kjng .of 
Great Britain will do well to remember that this country is : 
not Hanover — fliould he forget this diftinftion, we willnof. 

While you enjoy the envied glory of bein? the unaided de- 
fenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the nume- 
rous bleffings mankind will enjoy. If you fuccced, as we ar- ( 
dently wilh, the triple alliance (not of clowns, but) of the 
people of America, France, and Britain, will give freedom to 
Europe, and peace to the whole world. Dear Friends, , you 
tombflit for' the advantage of the human race— How well pur- 
chafed- will it be, though at the expence of much blood, the 
glorious ui precedented privilege of faying, mankind is free— 
tyrants and tyranny are no more — peace reigns on the ea’rth f . 
?nd this is the work of Frenchmen. 

Refolved, l hat the thanks of this Society be given to the 
London Correfponding Society for the above Addrefs, tranf- 
mitted by them ; and that the Secretary acquaint them this 
Society do highly approve of the fpirit of the fame. 

At'a meeting, 19th Oftober 1792, an anfwcr to Joel Bar- 

low," piepared by was produced, read, approved} 

and, with this letter, ordered to be publiflied. 

A Committee appointed to confer with the delegates ef thp 
London Correfponding Society, on an Addrefs to the National 
Convention of France. 1 

£.t a Meeting, 26th Oftober 1795, tlie Secretary read the 
Report of the Committee appointed at the laft Meeting. 

Refolved, 1 ft. That it is the opinion of this.Committee, the 
purpofe of the addrefs drawn up by the London Correfpond ? 
ing Society will be much better anfwered by feparate addreifes 
from the different Societies, than by one joint addrefs. 
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2d, That til'd Committee, for that reafon, do not recommend 
a concurrence With the London Correfponding Society in the 
prefeiitation of a joint addrefs. 

That the Committee, warmly approving the principles 
and fpirit of the addrefs from the London Correfponding So. 
ciety, recommend the Society to follow fo laudable an ex- 
ample. 

4th, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the thanks 
of the Society are due to the gentlemen delegates from the 
London Correfponding Society for their punctual attendance 
h’n'd for' the able and candid manner in which theyafliftedin 
dlfc offing the fubjeft of the conference. 

Read a Letter, with its enclofure, from the editor of the pa. 
triot, at Sheffield. 

‘ ' The Letter itfelf complains of the Conftitutional Society for 
hot anfwcrlng a former letter, and enclofes a letter from the 
editor to a Society at Stockport, which Society the writer re- 
fco'mmends to the attention and prqteflion of the Conftitution. 
al Society. — The following are extra&s from the inclofure. 

It only remains then for us, feeing the great and innumer. 
able difficulties we have to encounter, to call about for the 
mod likely and proper means and weapons by which to defend 
ourfelvcs, and to forward- and fupport fuch meafures as it may 
be neccflary to purfue; and on this head, my good Sir, per- 
mit me to imprefs it on the minds of your Society, that rea. 
fon, imperial reafon, mud ever be our generaliffimo or com. 
mander in chief; when I fay this, I beg leave to add, that art 
mull be fecond in command. By the word “ art” I do not 
mean low craft or ciihning, but that mode of application of 
our reafon and arguments on different men and on different 
occafions, which only a confidcrable degree of lludy, and prac- 
|ical knowledge alfo of men and manners, can ever furnilb us 
with.'fo as to make us proficients. 

Allow me then to obferve to you. Sir, that I perfeftly co- 
incide with you in opinion with regard to the different Socie- 
ties appointing delegates to go into the different villages and 
country places, for the purpofe of informing their minds, and 
roufing them from the lethargy in which they feem plunged 
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-■ I have already communicated the fame idea to the London 
Conftitutional and Correfponding Societies, and to thofc of 
Norwich and Manchefter, and I hope it will Coon be univer- 
fally adopted by every one. But the grand pbjoft to be at- 
tended to on this head, is the choice of men tp. be. appointed ; 
a negleCt of this kind had like to have had very aukward con- 
fequences in this neighbourhood, and if not immediately check- 
ed would have injured the caufe of Freedom very greatly; in- 
finite eare and circumfpeftion will therefore be neceffary on 
this head. 

As I am on the fubjeft, permit me to fugged to thofe mem- 
bers of your Society, who may undertake this arduous but ho- 
nourable and praife-worthy talk, that they cannot be too cau- 
tious in their mode of proceeding — The minds of men. for the 
wiled and bed purpofcs, are formed by the Great Creator as 
various and unlike each other as their faces, and their paflions 
reign over each with the fame uncertain and variegated fway; 
-and in the fame manner that Sir Robert Walpple (one of the 
elders and fathers of corruption) very jndly obferved, that e- 
very man has his price in the way of being bought, fo we 
may fairly apply the fame maxim to mankind in general in 
the article of perfuafion, and the dexterous method of bring- 
ing them from wrong opinions they may have formed, or pre- 
judices they may have imbibed, by an attentive obfervation 
of their intellectual faculties, and that leading palfion of the 
foul whioh governs the main fpring of their mod material ac- 
•tibnJ. 

For elcample, the generality of farmers in this county and 
Lancaihirc, are as ignorant as the brutes they ride to market, 
and fo abforbed in the fordid idea of getting, that provided 
they can keep up the prices of grain, eattle, &c. fo as to an- 
'fwer their Landlords, and pay their taxes, however enor- 
mous, they are too lluggilh and indolent to think about re- 
forms, or any thing of the kind ; yet there is one ltring about 
their hearts, which, being ikilfully touched, will make them 
dance to any tune, and move to any mcafure. This is the 
-fubjeft of tythts; and- why does it touch them ? why, Sir, be- 
- caufe it is within the.fcope of their .limited capacity — igno- 
•t&nt as they are in other matters, they fee and pungently feel 
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the weight of this baneful and unjud devourerof all their im- 
provements in agriculture and hufbandry; and, I believe, did 
eveiy tax operate in the fame vifible degree which this impo. 
filiioii does, 1 fear there would be an end to the idea of taxa- 
tion bciiig fubmitted to at all. Indeed, as taxes are laid on at 
prefen t by thofe who do not reprefent us, the taxation is nei- 
ther more nor lefs than robbery, a fubmiffion to it iLvery. 

But to return to my fubjeft: In the fame manner that a far. i 
mer may he rot/fed by the mention of tythes, the Jhoemalei \ may 
by the exceffive Jearnefs of leather, the Inn-lee per by the twine, 
rotes and unneceffury Handing army, and ALL by a temperate 
and difpaffionate relation of tb'e immenfe number of fmecurc p/al 
ces and ufelefs offices, in which the corrupt and proditute fa. 
vourites, agents, and dependants of the rich and great, riot in 
the fpoils and plunder wrefted from th? fweat of the brow, 
and continual labour of body, of the liuibandman, the mecha- 
nic, the labourer, and the artificer. It is by no means a dif- 
ficult matter to raife general indignation at the idea of I'o final! 
a comparative number of ufelefs, idle, and profligate dronet 
fucking and fquandering away the honey produced by fuch 
immenfe numbers of hard toiling and indufirious bees. If you 
("for 1 am certain you will be one of the moll adlive of thefe 
delegates) meet with men who have violent prejudices in fa*, 
vour of any abufe or party , never attack thofe prejudices di- 
rcttly, for that will only inflame and confirm them the more j 
pafs them over for the prefent, and engage their attention to- 
wards fomething elfe, in which they will liflen with a lefs de- 
gree of apprehenfion of being attacked in a favourite poiqt ; 
once gain their good opinion, and open their eyes to one evil, 
they will be more ready to hear you on others, till at laft the 
favoured objefl by which their eyes were jaundiced will ap- 
pear in its true colours, and fall before your arguments like 
all the reft. 

There is one thing above all others which requires to be 
particularly attended to r and that is, to endeavour to unde- 
ceive the mat's of people with refpefl to- thofe fallhoods which 
have been induftrioufly propagated- by the enemies to-a Re- 
form, in order to blind, delude, and terrify all ranks of peo- 
ple who are any way independent, or poffeffed of property. 



!f)ne of thefe falfchoods is, “ that the advocates of Reform 
wilh to introduce a levelling fcheme, or an equal partition of 
property.” This alarms the farmers, and indeed all claffes of 
nien, who, by their induflry, of other adventitious circum- 
ilances, are poflefled of the goods of this world. So many 
Vite minifterial prints as have propagated this dofirine, aided 
.and aflided by the private reprefen rations, or rather mifreprqi 
fentatioiis, of the clergy, and other tools of government, and 
of priviledged orders, have had a very wonderful and bane- 
ful clfedl on the multitude; and have llamped a dread of Re- 
form on the minds of many 'that I know, whofe fittiations in 
life would induce one reafonably to fuppofe it impollible fo 
eomplcatly to impol'e upon them ; however, it always has 
been the cafe, that falfehoods boldly .uttered may prevail for 
a’time, hut mud be overwhelmed iu the end, by the briglit 
and iacred energies of truth. 

' To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will re- 
quire great coolnefs, moderation and patience. 1 have found 
the following method arifwer bed : “ Do you know fuch a 
“ gentleman ?” naming fome one of large property and good 
charadter in the neighbourhood, who'is known to be a friend 
to a Reform. “ Yes.” — “ Well, and do you fuppofe that he 
would promote a feheme that would occalion and oblige hint 
“ to part with that property he pofleffes, in order for it to be 
divided among’d drangers whom he never faw or heard of?” 

“ No.” “ Why then lhould you fulfer yourfelf to be impo- 

“■jed upon by fuch an idle tale, fabricated find" circulated for 
‘^the pdrpolc of railing a dread in you againd thofc more cn- 
“ lightened' of ybur fellow citizens' who wifli for a Refornij 
“as you would did you fee its neceflity ; a dread .which ma^ 
“ caiife you to Ihut your eyes upon oppreffive excife and gamd 
"‘ laws, exorbitant tythes, an unnecellar y /l&Ming-ui-iny, kept 
“ bn foot aftne expellee of two millions and an half, for the 
“ purpofes of influence and corruption ; a penfion lilt, which 
“ is a difgrace to the feovtrn'incnt, and ft digma and repro.ach 
“on - the fpirit and prudence of the nation ; linecure ■ places, 
“ fob the mere poflefling of which hundreds of individuals re- 
“ ceive thoufands a-year, each for doing nothing at all, either 
for tlie public fervid' at their own in Ihort, fuch an enor- 
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« m0 us accumulation of taxes, and fo prodigal an expenditure 
“ of their produce, as no nation on the earth ever heard of or 
« fubmitted fo before. To make you iliut your eyes, and 
ti continue blind to thefe enormities, thofe idle and futile 
« ta i es are villainoufly difperfed abroad ; but believe them 
1< not, confult your own reafon, and it will lhew you, that 
“ there is a palpable lie on the face of every one of them ?” 
Then explain the nature, aim, and end of your Society, invite 
them to attend it, and to judge for themfelves. If they dofo, 
they will foon aid and afiift you, by adopting fnnilar ones in 
their feveral neighbourhoods, till in time they will overfpread 
the whole furface of this fea-girt ifle. 

Af prefent, Sir, I would not trouble you further on the fub- 
jedl, which I now quit to return to the conduit and regulation 
of your own Society, and all others which may arife hereafter j 
and as to them, I think the innkeepers in Stockport, Manchef- 
ter. &c. hive given you a hint and leffon for which you ought 
to efteem yourfelves for ever obliged to them. I own their 
infolence and audacity in- proceeding, as they have done is be- 
yond example, but only deferving of contempt — as fuch, leave 
them to themfelves. Public houfes were never worthy of re- 
ceiving fuch guefts, whofe facred and important duty require 
and demand to be performed in manfions more dignified and 
refpe&able. Your meetings flioukl be at the houfes of one 
another, in honourable rotation : and, to prevent inconvenk 
ence from too great a number, not more than ten or twelve 
at the mod fllould compOfe a primary or diftrift meeting; 
More members . may be admitted in each. di drift, till they 
reach twenty or twenty-four, according to the number fixed 
on — but then immediately ihould divide into two diftrid 
meetings. — The feveral diftrids ihould fend each one mem- 
ber, by eledion, to a meeting of delegates, and this meeting 
of delegates Ihould elect, out of their own body, a certain num- 
ber, which is to compofe a feled committee. This feled com- 
mittee to manage the correfpondence, and every other impor- 
tant concern, for the whole of the didridls in any town or 
.parifli, fubjeft always to the revilion and approbation of the 
diftrids. The delegates and feled committee to be cliofen 
only for a limited time ; before the expiration of which others 

to 
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to be eleflcd as before from tlie diftrifls, to fupply thei,r 
places, by which rotations every member would in time be-, 
come qualified to be a delegate and a feleft committee man, tho' 
be might not be fo on his firft entrance as a diftrift member. 
Tbefe are only hints, on which you may improve or enlarge 
as much as you pleafe. 

Ordered, That the faid letter be taken into confideration -the 
firft bufinefs at the next meeting. 

Refolved, That at the next meeting of this Society they do 
confider of an anfwcr to the Correfponding Society, on the 
fubjeft of their letter, accompanying their Addrefs to the Na- 
tional Convention. 

Refolved, That at the faid meeting the Society do attend to 
the example of the London Correfponding Society, and confider 
of an Addrefs to the National Convention of France. 

At a Meeting, 9th November 179a. 

The Committee appointed at the laft meeting to prepare 
an Addrefs from this Society to the National Convention of 
France made their report, and produced the following Addrefs} 
which was read and approved. 

The Society for Conftitntional Information in London 
to the National Convention in France. 

Servants of a fovereign people, and Benefaftors of Mankind, 

We rejoice that your Revolution has arrived at that point 
of perfeftion which will permit us to addrefs you by this title; 
it is the only one that can accord with the charaftcr of true 
legiflators. Every fucceflive epoch in your affairs has added 
fomething to the triumph of liberty; and the glorious viftory 
of the 10th of Augull has finally prepared, the way for a Con- 
ititution, which we truft you will eftabliib on the bafis of rea* 
fon and nature. 

Confidering the mafs of delufion accumulated on mankind 
fo obfeure their underftandings, you cannot be aftonifhed at 
the oppofition you have met both from tyrants and from (laves. 
The inftrument ufed againft you by each of thefe claffes is the 
fame ; for in the genealogy of human miferies, ignorance is at 
once the parent of opprefiion and the child of fubmilfion. 

lame! tone twitfsral by Uw Uui^El^ Souliiamiiicu Library DW&wion CnSEhe 
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The events of every day are proving that your caufe is 
chcrilhed by the people in all your continental vicinity ; that 
a majority' of each of thofe nations are your real friends, 
whofe governments have tutored them into apparent foes, and 
that' they ouly wait to be delivered by your arms from the 
dreaded neceffity of fighting againft them. 

The condition of Englilhmen is lefs to be deplored — here 
the hand of opprefiion has not yet ventured completely to 
ravifl: the pen from us, nor openly to point the fword at you . 
From bofoms burning with ardor in your caufe, we tender you 
our warmeft wiihes for the full extent of its progrefs andfuc- 
cefs. It is indeed a facred caufe ; we cherifli it as the pledge 
of your happinefs, our natural and near tjl friends, and we re- 
ly upon it as the bond of paternal union to the human race, in 
ryliich union our own nation will Purely be one of the firft to 
poncur. 

Our Government has Hill the power, and perhaps the incli- 
nation, to employ hirelings to contradifl us ; but it is our 
real opinion, that we now fpcak the fentiments of a great ma- 
jority of the Englifh nation. The people here are wearied 
with impofture, and worn out with war. They have learned 
to refleft, that botli the one and the other are the offspring of 
unnatural combinations in Society, as relative to fyftems of 
government, not the refult of the -natural temper of nations as 
relative to each other’s pofition. 

Go on, Legiflators, in the work of human happinefs. The 
benefits will in part be ours, but the glory lhall be all your 
own — it is the reward of your perfeverance ; it is the prize 
of virtue. The fparks of liberty, preferred in England for- 
ages, like the eprufeations of the northern Aurora, ferved but 
tofltew the darknefs vifible in the reft of Europe. The luftre 
of the American Republic, like an effulgent morning, arofc 
with increafing vigour, but ftill too diftant to enlighten our 
hemifphere, till the fplendor of thp French Revolution burft 
forth upon the nations, in the full fervour of a meridian fun, 
and difplayed, in midft of -the European world, the practical re- 
fult of principles, which philofophy had fought in the fliade 
of fpeculation, and which experience muft every where con- 
firm. It difpels the clouds of prejudice from all people, re- 



veals die lccrets of all defpotifm, and creates a new character 
in man. 

In this career of improvement, your example will be foon 
followed; for nations, riling from their lethargy, will re- 
claim the Rights of Man with a voice which man cannot refill. 

Signed, by order of the Society, 

— — Chairman. 

- Secretary. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the 
Committee who prepared the above addrefs. 

Rel'olvcd, That Mr Barlow and Mr Froft be deputed by 
tliis Society, to prefent the Addrefs of this Society at the bar 
of the National Convention of France. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr 
Barlow and Mr Froft, for accepting the above deputation. 

At a Meeting, 30th November 1792. 

Read a letter from Mr of Leicefter. . 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr 
and acquaint liim, that if he will tranfmit to him the declara- 
tion propofed to be drawn up by the Leicefter Society, the 
Secretary will lay the fame before a Committee of this So- 
ciety, who will revife the fame. 

Ordered, That the declaration which fliall be fent from the 
Leicefter Society be referred to the Committee of Correfpon- 
dence. 

At a Meeting, 14th December 1792. 

Read a printed Addrefs from Manchefter. 

Refolved, That the faid Addrefs be approved for publiftiing 
jn the news-papers. 

A motion was made, and feconded, that the 2Cth law of 
this Society he fufpended on this occafion ; which motion was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Refolved, That the faid Addrefs be printed in the news- 
papers. 

Refolved, That one hundred tlioufand copies of the fame be 
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printed by this Society, and diftributed to their correfpon. 
dents in threat Britain and Ireland. 

The 'following refolutions wer4 propofed by a member of 
tlip ’Society : 

Refolved, ift, That the objeft of this Society, from its firft 
anftitution to the prefent moment of alarm, lias uniformly 
been to promote the welfare of the people by all conftitution- 
al means, and to expofe, in their true light, the abufes which 
have imperceptibly crept in, and at laft grown to fuch an 
height as to raife the moll ferious apprehenfions in every true 
friend of the Conftitution. 

Refolved, ad, That this Society difclaims the idea of wip- 
ing to effeft a change in the prefent fyftem of things by vio- 
leuce and public commotion ; but that it trufts to the gijod 
fenfe of the people, when thcyfhall be fully enlightened on 
the fubjeft, to procure, without (lillurbing the public tran- 
quillity, an effectual and permanent Reform. 

Refolved, 3d, That the intentions of this and of fimilar So- 
cities have of late been grofsly calumniated, by thpfc who are 
intefefted to perpetuate abufes, and their agents, who have 
been induftrious to reprefent members of fuch Societies as 
men of dangerous principles, wifhing to deflroy all focial or- 
der, diflu rb the date of property, and introduce anarchy and 
confufion infteai of regular government. 

Refolved, 4th, That in order to countera£l the operation of 
fucli grofs afperfions, and to prevent them from checking the 
progrefs of liberal enquiry, it is, at this time, peculiarly ex- 
pedient, that this and fimilar Societies fliould publicly affprt 
the redlitude of their principles. 

Refolved, That the faid refolutions be adopted, in order for 
printing in the news-papers. 

Read a letter from the Society of Friends of Liberty and 
Equality, fitting at Laon, capital of the Department De 
L’Aifne, to the Patriotic Society of London, named the Socie- 
ty for Conftitutional Information. 

Refolved, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee 
of Correfpondence. 
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At a Meeting, 2 ill December 1792. 

Tiie Secretary reported, that lie had offered the Addrefg 
which was font to the laft meeting from Manchefter, and or- 
dered to be publilhed, to the offices of the Morning Chronicle 
and Morning Poft, and that they had refufcd to print them ; 
that the Morning Poft had given a written anfwer to his ap- 
plication, which being read ; 

Ordered, That the fame be entered in the books of this So- 
ciety. 

“ This excellent paper, drawn by a mafterly hand, we wifli 
“ to fee in the poffeflion of every Englifliman ; but after the 
“ verdidt againft Mr Paine, which was not warranted by the 

law or Conftitution, the proprietors of news-papers tremble 
« at inferring any thing except fulfome panygerics, on a de- 
« praved Legiflature and hungry Court Minions— the vile 
“ Affociations have worked the public mind into fuch a fer- 
“ vour, that a jury would, by the intimation of a judge, find 
“ any thing a libel — we therefore can only exprefs our for- 
“ r.ow, that felf-prefervation will not permit us to make the 
“ Morning Poll the vehicle to convey this paper to the 
“ public. 

Read a letter from Mr , of Manchefter. 

Refolvcd, That the Addrefs from Manchefter, together 
with the refolution, be publilhed in. news-papers in Scot- 
land, 


Read a letter from the Society of the Friends to Liberty 
add Equality, at Macon, in the Department of Saone and 
Loire. 


Ordered, That the fame be entered on the minutes of tlie 
Society. 

[A blank is left in the book where it Ihould be entered.] 


Refolved, That 

be a 


Committee for Foreign Corrcfpondence. 

Refolved, That the letter from the laid Society be referred 
to the Committee for Foreign Corrcfpondence. 
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Ordered, . That the proceedings of. the Committee for- Fo- 
reign Cori'efpondencc be entered in a fegarate book. 

» ‘t m toiblt'?, » fi > ri \h 

At a Meeting, 18th January 1793. 

Refolvcd, That citizen St Andre, a member of the Nation- 
al Convention of France, "'being confidered by us as one of the 
moll judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty,. be 
admitted an afl'oeiated honorary member of this; Society. 

Refolvcd, i'hat the faid refolution be publiflied in the 
news-papers. 

At a Meeting, 25th January 1793. 

- Refolved, That citizen Barrere, a member of the Nation?! 
Convention' of France, being confidered by us as one of- tha 
mod judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, nte 
admitted an afl'oeiated honorary member of this Society. 

Refolved, That citizen Roland, being alfo confidered by uj 
as one of the moft judicious and enlightened friends of humail 
liberty, be admitted an afl'oeiated honorary member of this 
Society. 

Refolved, That the faid resolutions be publiflied in tt$ 
news-papers. 

Refolved, That ij appears to this Society, from the beft in- 
formation wo can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, 
at this prefent time, utterly averfe to a war with France, and 
confider fuch an event as a calamity of the human race, 
however it may gratify a confederacy of foreign Kings. 

• Refolved, That the faid refolution be publiflied in tho 
news-paper?. 


At ft Meeting, ift February 1793. 

«• Read a circular letter from the Sheffield Society for Conftr- 

tutional Information. ' 

. Refolved, That a Committee he appointed to report an 
anfwer. 

Refolved, That the fpeeces of citizen St Andre and citizcrt 
Barr£re (afl'oeiated honorary members of this Society) as gi- 
ven in the Gazette National ou Monitcur Univerfelle of Paris, 

cm 
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pn the 4th, f>fh, and 7th of January 1793, be inferted in the 
books of this Society. 

Refdlved, That the faid refelutioo be publifhed in the 
news-papers i 

At a Meeting, 15th February 1793* 

Read a letter frbm the Society for Conftitutkmal Infor- 
mation at Birmingham, of whioh the following is an ex. 
traft 

Our Society requefts the favour of your admitting the' fol- 
lowing twelve perftmS, whofe nanies are fubfcribed, to be en- 
rolled members of yonr Society, for the purpofe of corre- 
fponding with yours and every other fitriilaf inilitution in the 
nation, for the better regulating our meafures, and receiving 
inftru&ion. 

Wifhiug you a]l the fuccefs your laudable undertaking de- 
fences, we are, with fincerity, 

Your fellow citizens and friends. 

- Refolved, That the twelve members of the Birmingham 
Society for Conftitutional Information, recommended in th« 
faid letter, be admitted affociated members of this So- 
ciety. 

Refolved, That the faid letter, and the eleftion of the faid 
twelve members, be publifhed in the neWS-papers (exelufive 
of their ntfmes). 

At a Meeting, 15th March 1793. 

• Read a letter from the Conftitutional Sotiety at Sheffield, 
inclofing the refolutions of the 13th of February laft. 

Refolved, That the Secretary be inftrufted to return the 
thanks of this Society to the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation at Sheffield, for their communication; and to acquaint 
them, that this Society perfectly agree with them in their fen- 
timents, with refpecl to the calamities of war in general, and 
that they concur with them in thinking that the thanks of 
the community at large are due to all thofe who- have exert- 
ed themfelves to prevent the prefent war. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Joel 
| L, G ] Barlow 
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Barlow and' jbhn Froft, fbr : their conduct in the prefentatiog 
of the Addreft of this Society to the National Convention of 
France j'asSP&af Mr Ftbft be 'affured that our regard for him 
is not leflcned, but increafed, by the profecutions and perfect!- 
tidnk Which his faithful and due difcharge of that commiffien 
• Jnky bring upon him. 

At a Meeting, 5th April 1 793. 

Refolved, That a letter be written to Simon Butler and 0 - 
liver Bond, Efquires, expreflive of the high fenfe we enter, 
tain of their exertions in the caufe of Freedom; and to allure 
them, that we confider the imprifonment they at prefent fuffer 
on that account as illegal ai\,d unconftitutional. 

Tlie following letter was produced and read : 

Gentlemen, 

Iti 3 not eafy for men, who feel lirongly and fincerely, to 
convey thofe feelings by letter, we therefore rely on your con- 
ceiving for os much of that which we are unable to exprefs 
to you. W$ think, however, that we lhall be guilty of a 
great omiflion, did we negleft the opportunity of fending yon, 
by Mr Hamilton Rowan, the honeft tribute of our efteem and 
admiration for your brave and manly refinance to the ufurp. 
ed jurifdi£lion of the Irilh Ariftocracy. 

Permit us to offer you our thanks, and our grateful ac- 
knowledgment of your efforts in what we confider as a com. 
mon caufe, while we lament our inability of proving ourfelves 
.ufeful in your defence. 

Although we are of different kingdoms, ftill we are but 
one people ; and as the freedom of one continent has already 
fpread its influence to Europe, fo on the other hand we are 
perfnaded, that the eftablilhm$nt of defpotifm in Ireland, mud 
end. in the flavery of Great Britain. But the light of liberty 
is..npt confined to one fhore or one latitude. 

W?| know that, it i,s eafier to admire than to praftife thofe 
virtues that tend to the public benefit. Yet fo long as the 
exertions of a few courageous men muft influence, the minds 
of at leaft the independent; and thinking part of the commu- 
nity, we are allured that their labour is not fruitlefs. We 
truft therefore the time will fooi> arrive, when the abufe of 
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power in either nation will have no other confequence -than 
the ruin of thofe who have committed that injuilico. We 
hope, and we doubt not, of foon feeing the day, when the 
poll of honour fliall be no longer that of obloquy and punifh- 
ment, but when thofe who have rifqued their liberty and for- 
tune in the caufe of their countrymen, may find prote&ion in 
the undifputed, uninterrupted exercife of trial by jury, with a 
full and adequate reprefentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment. 

At a Meeting, nth April 1793. 

Read an anfwer direfted to be prepared to the letter re- 
ceived from the United Political Societies in Norwich. 

Refolved, That the faid anfwer be fent by die Secretary to 
the Secretary of the faid Societies. 

Mr — read an anfwer (direfted to be prepared by him) 
to the letter received from Mr of Birmingham. 


Read a letter from Mr Hamilton Rowan to the Secretary 
of this Society. 

Ordered, That the faid letter be entered in the books of tins 
Society. 


Mr Hamilton Rowan prefents his compliments to Mr A- 
dams ; he did intend to have done himfelf the pleafure of 
waiting on him, but has been fo intolerably hurried by pri- 
vate bufinefs as to have been prevented from his purpofc, and 
fears he fliall not have it in his power before he leaves this 
town for Ireland, which will be either on Monday evening or 
early on Tuefday morning. He knows that no more pleafu- 
rahle fenfation can be received by Meflrs Butler and Bond, as 
well as by all thofe gentlemen who are afting with them, and 
who, though not under prefent, are liable to future profecu- 
tion, than the countenance and fupport of thofe who are real- 
ly engaged in the caufc of man in general, and fuch we be- 
lievethe members of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion to be, arid as fuch H. R". in particular Will remember the 
kind fraternity with which he had the honour of being recei- 
ved by them ; and, as a member of the United Iriflirtien ofUub- 

r,G 2], h "> 
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lin, would be happy to have it in his power to return the 
compliment in his own country.. 

Oftforpe’s Hotel, Adelphi, 

■7th April 1793. 

-fh. At a Meeting, 21ft June *793. 

-Read the Sheffield and Nottingham petitions to the Houfo- 
of Commons. 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an 
Addrefs to the Britiffi nation ; and that the laid Committee 
be an open Committee. 

At a Meeting, 28th June 1793. 

Copies of two petitions from the town of Nottingham pre- 
fenietl. 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an 
Addrefs to the Britifli nation. 

Refolved, That [two members, who are named] be requefi- 
e 4 tp prepare the laid Addrefs. 

At a Meeting, 25th Oftober 1793. 

Read a letter from the Secretary to the Society for Con. 

JHtutional Informalicn at Coventry, to — accompanied 

with f ine audiellcs from the faid Society. 

Relo/ved, That the thanks of this Society be returned to the 
Coventry Society, for their communication. 

Mr Sinclair 1 ead a letter, with an Addrefs from Mr Skir r 
ving, Secretary to the Convention of the friends of the Peo- 
ple in Scotland, to the Secretary to the London Coi relponding 
{Society. 

Refolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this 
Society be called fur Monday next, at the Crown and Auchor 
Tavern, at fix o’clock in the evening, to confider ol the utili- 
ty -and propriety pf fending Delegates to a Convention of De- 
legates of the different Societies in Great Britain, to be held 
at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of. obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform. 

Refolved, That the fubflance of the-motion be inferted in 
tholetfcer. 


At 
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At a Meeting, a 8th October 1993,' ’’ Tr 

Read addrefles to the Friends of the People of ParliamentSi- 
ry Reform, figned by Wm. Skirving, Secretary to the Gene- 
ral Convention at Edinburgh'. 

Refolved, That this Society do fend Delegates to the enfu- 
ing Convention to be held in Edinburgh for promoting a Re- 
form in Parliament. 

Refolved, That two members of this Society be eledted as 
Delegates to the faid Convention. 

Refolved, That the Secretary do deliver to the Delegates 
appointed by this Society, to reprefent them in the Convention 
at Edinburgh, copies of the proceedings of the 25th and 2tth 
inftant, by which they are appointed to that office. 

Inftruftions to the Delegates. 

The Delegates are inflrudted, on the part of this Society, 
to aflift in bringing forward and fupporting any cordlitutional 
meafures for procuring a real Reprefentation of the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament. That, in l’pecifying the rc- 
drefs to be demanded of exilling abufes, the Delegates ought 
never to lofe fight of the two ellential principles, General 
Suffrage and Annual Reprefentation, together with the una- 
lienable right in the People to Reform; and that a reafonable 
and known compenfation ought to be made to the reprefenia- 
tives of the nation, by a national contribution. 

That the Delegates do pundtually correspond with the So- 
ciety, for the purpofe of communicating information, and of 
receiving fuch farther inflrudions as the exigency may re- 
quire. 

Refolved, That the above be the direftions to the Rele- 
gates. 

Refolved, That feven guineas be allowed to each of the 
Delegates for travellii-g; and a fum not exceeding Three 
Guineas per week each, be allowed them during the Sitting 
of the Convention of Delegates; and thata fubferiplion be 
now opened for that purpofe, and that the Secretary be re- 
queued to receive the fame. 

Refolved, That the proceedings of Friday the 25-th, and 

■ Ri, “ s ' 1 "rf.’S'St b r 1“ Umvoadfer- ° r Soqttnmmai Litany “^"“ffldHday 
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Monday the a8th Oaobqr.1793, be figned by the Chairman 
aod Secretary,- : ... 

Refolved, That the Secretary be requelled to write to the 
different Societies with which this Society is in correfpon- 
deoce, informing them that the London Correfponding Society, 
together with this Society, have elected Delegates to the Con- 
vention of Delegates, to meet at Edinburgh on the 29th. in- 
flan t ; and to requeft their concurrence m this important 
meafure. 

At a Meeting, 8th November 1793. 

Bead letters from the Conftitutional Societies at Sheffield, 
Leeds, and Birmingham, in anfwer to the Secretary’s letters 
of the 28th ultimo. 

At a Meeting, 6th December 1793. 

, Read a letter from Mr , Delegate from this Socie- 

ty at Edinburgh, dated 7th November, with the Secretary’s 

anfwer to that letter ; and alfo another letter fromMr j 

dated 12th November. 

Refolved, That a general meeting of this Society be called 
for the fecond Friday in January next, for the purpofe of coni 
fidering the important letters received from the Delegate. 
Mr 

B efolved, That a Committee be appointed to corrcfpond 
with our Delegate, Mr 

At a Meeting, 10th January 179-1. 

Refolved, That the important letters received from Mr 

— — , the Delegate from this Society to the Convention 

at Edinburgh, and the fubfequent proceedings of that Con- 
vention, be taken into confideration on Friday next, and that 
a general meeting of the Society be called for that purpofe. 

At a Meeting, 17th January 1754. 

Refolved, That law ceafes to be an objeft of obedience, 
whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion. 

Refolved, That we recal to mind, with the deepelt fatif- 
faflion, the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord 
Chief Juft ice of England, who, at the ana of the glorious Re- 

PanlcJ tmupi'tet&rf by Iho UuivLrsily oi' Soiilhiiiniileii library Dwi&uwa UWftution, 
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volution, for the many iniquitous fentences which he hadp^f*- 
fed, was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. 

' Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example deferve his 
fate. 

Refolved, That the Tweed, though it may divide coun- 
tries, ought not, and does’ not, make a reparation between 
thofe principles of common feverity, in which Englifhmen 
and Scotfmen are equally interefted; that injuftice in Scotland 
is injuilice in England; and that the fafety of Englifhmen is 
endangered whenever their brethren of Scotland, for a con- 
du& which entitles them to the approbation of all wife, and 
tire fupport of all brave men, are fentenced to Botany Bay, a 
punifhment hitherto infli&ed only on felons. 

Refolved, That we fee with regret, bet we fee without 
fear, that the period is fad approaching when the liberties of 
Britons mull depend not upon reafon, to which they have 
long appealed, nor on their powers of exprefling it, but on their 
firm and undaunted refolution to oppofe tyranny'by the fame 
means by which it is exercifed. . 

Refolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britifh 
Convention, who, though affailed by force, have not been an- 
fwered by argument ; and who, unlike the members of a cer- 
tain afiembly, have no intereft diftind from the dommon body 
of the people. 

Refolved, That a copy of the above refolutions be tranfmit- 
ted to Citizen William Skirving, Secretary to the Britifh 
Convention, who is now imprifoned, under colour of law, in 
the Toliiootk of Edinburgh. 

Refolved, That the Refolutions now puffed be publifhed in 
the news-papers. 

Read a letter from Mr Hardy Secretary to the London Cor- 
refponding Society. 

At a Meeting, 24th January 1794. 

A motion was made, That it be refolved, That the mofl ex- 
cellent Addrefs of the London Correfpouding Society be in- 
ferted in the books of this Society, and that the King’s Speech 
to HrS Parliament be infer ted UNDER it, in order that they 
Mmol uwigc cMUsod by iko Mv m ity,u^ UniflKiy 
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inay "both be’ always ready for the perpetual reference of the 
members of this Society, during the continuance of the prefent 
unjartunatt war; and that (in perpetuam rci mcmoriain) they 
may be printed together in one (hect at the happy conclusion 
of it ; which happy conclufion, according to the prefent pxofu 
perons appearances, we hope and believe not to be many 
months ditlaut; 

An amendment -was moved. That between the words (HIS) 
and (Parliament) the word ( Honourable ) Should be infqrted. 

Honourable was withdrawn. 

Another amendment was then moved. That between' the 
words (HIS) and (Parliament) the word ( haithful ) fliould be 
inferted. 

Faithful was withdrawn. 

And it was unanimoufly refolved, " That HIS, and HIS 
“ only, is the proper epithet for Parliament upon the prefent 
u occafion.” 

The Refolution then palled unanimoufly in its original form. 

Refolved, That the London Correfponding Society have 
deferved well of their country. 

Refolved, That the Secretary be ordered to caufe forty 
thoufand copies of the Addreh, the Speech, and thefe Refolvn 
tions, to be printed on one fhcet, and properly diltributed in 
England Scotland, and Ireland. • . 

Refolved, That thefe Refolutions be publiflied in the news- 
papers. 

Mr — gave notice, that he would, at the next meeting 

of this Society, move that two books Ihould be opened, one 
of them (bound in black) in which (hall be entered all the e- 
iiormities of thofe who deferve the cenfure, and in the other 
the merits of thofe .who deferve the gratitude of the Society. 

At a Meeting, 14th March 1704. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Archi- 
bald Hamilton Rpwan, Efquire, for the manly firmnefs with 
whicli lie has uniformly purfued the objetts molt dear to this 
Society, that of a fair Reprefentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment. 

Refolved, That Archibald Hamilton Rowan, of the city of 
Dublin, a gentleman of the molt excellent and undoubted 

Rime image cieilisetl by e Uiamsrsilyo '^ou uWca .-Disitemiim 
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public principles, and of- the moil uniform aijd Uptight cbit~ 
duft in the purfuit of thol'o principles, be cliofen an honorary 
jjiember. of this Society. 

i Refolved, That tliefe- resolutions be, |CommUnicated to Mr 
llowaii by the Secretary of this Society. 

At a Meeting,' 2 lit March 1794. 

Refolved uitanimoufly, That the Secretary of this Sdcicty 
he directed to' write to the friends of l*eace and Reform at 
Sheffield ; and to affurc them, that this Society views with 
pleafure their Heady exertions to ’obtain a fair Reprefentation 
of the people of Great Britain in Parliament, and the proper 
methods which may be appointed for public Fails. 

At a Meeting, 2 3 th March 1794. 

•: Read a letter from the London Correfpondiug Society; 

Refolved, .That the lame be entered on the books of this 
Society. 


Citizen, March 27th I 70 z. 

I am diredted by the London Cdrrcfponding Society to 
tranfmit the following Rcfolutions to the Society for Confti- 
tutipnal Information, and to requeit the fentiments of that So- 
ciety refpeCting the important meafures which the prefont 
jundture bf affairs feems to require. 

The London Correlponding Society conceives that the mo~ 
ment is arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is nccef- 
,fary from all the friends of Freedom — whether the late illegal 
amt unlieard-of profecutions and fentences ihall determine us 
K> abandon our caufe, or ihall excite us to purfue a radical re- 
form!. with nn ardour proportioned to the magnitude of the 
objeCt,' and with a zeal as diffiugui/bed on our parts as the 
treachery of others, in the fame glorious caufe 'is notorious-. 
The Society for ConiUtutional Information is therefore re- 
qiifrec^ to ( determine whether or no they will be ready, when 
called ypon, to'aCl In conjunction with this and other Societies, 
to obtain a fail'' prefciuation of tile PEOPLE — Whether 
they concur with us in feeing the neceffity of a fpeedy Con- 
vention, for thc'purpofe of obtaining, in a conllitutional and 


legal, method, a redrefs of thole grivances under which we at 
gfeicii.t labour, and which tan only be effectually’ “‘ved by 

‘ + j-hi 



( 58 ) 

a fhll and fair reprefentation of the PEOPLE of Great Bri- 
tain. The London Correfponding Society cannot but remind 
their friends, that the prefent crifis demands all the prudence, 
un-an unity, and vigour, that ever may or can be exerted by 
MEN and Britons ; nor do they doubt but what Manly fir*, 
nefs and confiftancy will finally, and they believe fhqrtly, ter- 
minate in the full accomplilhment of all their wiflies. 

I am, Fellow Citizen, 

(In my humble meafure) 

A friend to the Rights of Man. 

(Signed) Secretary. 

fecfolvcd unanimoufly, id, That dear as JUSTICE and LI- 
BERTY are to Britons, yet the value of them is compara- 
tively fmall without a dependence on their permanency; and 
there ean be no fecurity for the continuance of any right but 
in EQUAL LAWS. 

ad. That equal laws can never be expected but by a full 
and fair reprefen tat ion of the people ; to obtain which, in the 
way pointed out by the Conftitution, has been and is the. foie 
objedt of this Society. For this we are ready to hazard eve- 
ry thing, and never, but with our lives, will we relinquilh an 
objedt which involves the bnppintfs, or even the political exift- 
encc of ourfelves and pofterity. 

3d, That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that, to 
fccure ourfelves from .future illegal and fcandalous profecu. 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, 
and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been 
wrefted from us, and of which fcarcely a veftige remains, 
there ought to be immediately a CONVENTION of the 
PEOPLE, by Delegates deputed for that purpofe from the 
different Societies of the Friends of Freedom, aflembled in the 
various parts of this nation. And wc pledge ourfelves to the 
Public, to jnirfue every legal method fpeedily to aceofnplilh 
fo deniable a purpofe. 

P. S. I have io inform you that a General Meeting of the 
Society will be holden on Monday the 14th April, the place 
to be announced by public advertifejnent. 


Refolved, 
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Refolved, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of thi? 
Society, to fend an anfwer to the London Correfponding Sor 
oiety. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the London Corref- 
ponding Society, that we have received their communication, 
ahd heartily concur with them in the objefts they have in 
view j and that, for the purpofe of a more fpeedy and effec- 
tual co-operation, we invite them to fend to this Society next 
Friday Evening a delegation of fome of their members. 

At a Meeting, 4th April 1794. 

Read a Letter from the Committee of the London CorreG- 
ponding Society, acquainting this Society that they had depu- 
ted [feveral perfons] to bo)d a conference with the members 
of this Society. Five perfons attended from the London Cor- 
refponding Society. 

Rcfolved, That a delegation of five members of this Socie- 
ty be appointed to meet the members deputed by the London 
Correfponding Society. 

Refolved, That this deputation do confer with the deputies 
of the London Correfponding Society, 

Refolved, That there be appointed a Committee of Corref- 
pondence of the members of this Society. 

Ordered, That [fix perfons] compofe the Committee. 

At a Meeting, 11th April' 1794. 

■' MV made the report of the meeting of the dele- 

gates of the London Correfponding Society, for the purpofe 
of this Society co-operating with the London Correfponding 
Society ; and that they had come to the following refolutions: 

lit, Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very de- 
ferable that a general meeting or Convention of the Friends 
of Liberty fhould be called, for the purpofe of taking into 
confideration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair 
Reprefentation of the people. 

2d, Refolved, That it is recommended to the Society for 
Gonftitutional In£ and the London Correfponding 

Society, to inftitute a regular and preffing correfpondence with 
[Ha] all 
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*11 thofe ; part's of the country where faeh meafurcs may be 
likely to be promoted, not only to inftigatc the Societiee aU 
re^dy forced, but to endeavour alfo to produce fuch other 
aiTociations as may further the general objeft. 

Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the gc. 
neral objeft will be much promoted, if a Handing Comraite? 
of co-operation between the two Societies were eftabliflipd, for 
the purpofe of holding perfonal communication with fuck 
members of fimilar Societies, in other parts of the country, as 
may occafionally be in London, and who may be authorifed 
by their refpeftive Societies to aft with fuch Committees. 

Read the following Letter from the Secretary to the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society. 

Citizen, April xeth,. 1794. 

1 am ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the London 
Correfponding Society, to inform the Society for Conftitutien. 
al Information, that they approve of the refolutions of. the 
Committee of coriferrence. 

Therefore the London Correfponding Society have chofeii 
[five perfons] to put in praftice immediately the fecond and 
third refolutions of that Committee. 

(Signed) — — , Secretary. 

— Secretary to the Society 

for Conflitutional Information. 

Refolved, That the Report of the Committee of delegates 
Com the London Correfponding Society, and of this Society, 
he entered on the books of this Society. 

ill. Refolved, That it appears to this Society very definable 
that a general meeting of the Friends of Liberty Ihould be tai- 
led, for the purppfe of taking into confideration the proper 
methods of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation of the peo. 
B^r 

2d. Refolved, That it appears to this Society that the gene- 
ral objeft will be much promoted if a Standing Committee of 
co-operation were cftablilhcd, for the purpofe of holding per- 
fonal communication with fuch - \f fimilar Societies 

in other, parts of the countiy, as may occafionally be in Lon- 

Prhucd Oaliscdl b >' .*• ' 
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&jn, and who may Be authorized by their refpe&ive Societies 
to aft with fucii Committees. , , ,.j;- 

• idfl, Refolved, That the Committee of Correfpondence, 1 al- 
ready appointed by this Society, be tlie- Committee for" cbi 
operation and communication with the Committees of other 
Societies. 11 1 

Ordered, That the Secretary be defired to fend a letter to 
the London Correfponding Society, acquainting them with the 
members of this Society appointed to confer with them. 

Refolved, That Mr be requefted to accept of the 

office of Secretary to the Committee of Correfpondence. 

Mr — — being prefent, accepted of the laid office, 

At a Meeting, t?th May 1794. 

•Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the 
London Correfponding Society, and of this Society. 

Refolved, That two thoufand of the fame be printed by this 

Society. 


Appendix D. 

Copy of a letter from the Society for Conjlitutional Information 
at Sheffield, to the Editors of the Eng/i/h Chronicle. 

• • Sheffield, 15th January 1792. 

Gentlemen, 

T HE Society for Conflitutional Information now eilablilh- 
cd at Sheffield, in the county of York, being defirous 
of forming a connexion with all the like Societies in England, 
findefpeciully with thofc, or fame of them, in London, the Thatch- 
ed Houfe, the London Tavern, or others, humbly folicits your ad- 
vice and afpftance in the accomplijhing thereof in order to form 
pur refolves fmiltir to theirs ; becaufe, as we are a&uated by 
the fame caufe and principle, and all our interefts being one, 
opr fentiroents ought, and mull be the fame. 

Tour information of the method, terms , and manner of appli- 
fi cation. 
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cation, far the above purpofe, as like wife to Lave one ofoux 
friends admitted a member of theirs, fo as a regular communica, 
tjan may be (arried on between us, being direBcd to rue, will be 
e/leew^d a particular favour, and gratefully acknowledged by 
this Society ; and the expence incurred by your attention tq 
this bufinefs fliall be duly paid to your order, either to the 
poll mailer here, or as you may pleafe to direft; for and by the 
Ol der of this Society. 

I am refpc&fully 

Your fincere friend, — — — 

£The following paragraphs are added in the fame hand.] 
As the manner of our beginning to affociate on this oc. 
cafion was fomewhat Angular, we beg your p.ermiffion to 
mention a few remarks thereon. 

’ It firft originated in an afiembly of five or fix mechanics, 
who, by their meeting at foine one of their houfes, and conver- 
ging about the enormous high price of provijions, & c. — the grofs 
abufes this nation labours under from the unbounded authori- 
ty of the Monopolifers of all ranks, from the King to thepea- 
fint ; the wade and lavifti of the public property by place- 
men, penfioners, luxury, and debauchery, fources of the grie- 
vous burthen under which this nation groans ; together with 
the mock Reprefentation of the people — tlnjfc being the fub- 
je&s of dieir converfation, they concluded that nothing but 
darknefs and ignorance in the people could fuffer the natural 
rights of every freeman to be thus violated j and this excited 
them -to invite and vifit their neighbours, whence a finall So- 
ciety of twenty or thirty foon commenced, and kept irtcreafing, 
fo that diey were obliged to divide into feparate bodies ; and, 
at this time, they have formed eight of thefc fmaller Societies, 
-which meet each at their different houfes, all on the fame even- 
ing : this prefervts good order, and none are admitted with- 
out his ticket, that they are perfectly fafe from being intrud- 
ed ujion, and perfett regular good order kept up ; thefc meet 
every two weeks. Their general meeting, at which fomc 
hundreds attend, is held once a month, at [a part appears here 
to be torn off] hut true knowledge will progreffively extend 
itfelf with the fame effeft, throughout this whole nation, as 

it 
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it hath hitherto clone here. We have now In the PreCs a re- 
publication of Paine' t Rights of Man, for 1603 Copies, by 
1400 Subfcribers, at the low price of Sixpence each copy, to 
which we purpofc to annex an abftrafl: of the noted iniquitous 
Corn Bill of laft year. 

We have alfo had an impreflion here of that famous Add refs, 
figncd by J. H. Tooke, Efq; Chairman ; whofe addrefs we 
fliotild like to be favoured with. 

Pleafe to favour us with your anfwer to the above as foon 
as convenient ; and if you can form any thing from the above, 
worthy of your truly laudable paper, you are at liberty ; but 
as it was not thought of at our meeting, it is not properly " 
methodized and adjufted, as it Hands, for that purpofc — we 
mean, in future, to trouble you with fomething of the kind 
for that purpofe. 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the London Cor ref pond- 
ing Society, to the Chairman of the Society for Conjlitutional 

Information. 

■ Thurfday, 14th March 1792. 

Sir, 

The Delegates of the Correfponding Society think it their duty 
to acquaint you, without delay, of the fubfeription begun on 
Monday lajl, at this place, for the defence of the profccution 
faid to be commenced ngainfl your worthy member Mr ‘Thomas 
Paine, in confequence of his valuable publication, intituled The 
Rights of Man. _ 

The divilion adembled here on that evening amounted to a- 
bottt twenty perfons. At the defire of one of our members, 
Mr Paine’s letter to Mr Secretary Dundas was read j after 
which the fubfeription was propofed, and immediately fign- 
ed by every one prefent : We have juft learnt that the devi- 
fion N° '5. of this Society likewife begun their fubferiptiou on 
Tncfday laft — It i9- our intention to recommend to each of 
.our feveral divifions the ptirfuancc of the fame laudable dc- 
fign ; and we doubt not but that a numerous body of our coun- 
trymen will be found to follow an example fo juft in itfelf, and 

jo 
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' fo tjpsntial'io Ihe fupport of that fmall portion of lihei-ty •which 
the people of England are Jlill fuppofed to enjoy. The 'appr 0 b u . 
tion and ihe encouragement winch our feeble endeavours have met 
viitffrom the Conjlitutional Society , mate us djiraus of dhiti/i? 
more Jlrotigly and more immediately with you — For this pur. 
pofe, we wijh that fin of our members might be admitted aniSkgfi 
you, after the manner of thofc whom you received from the 'So. 
defies cdallijhed at Sheffield and Norwich. — .Conceiving that 
lhould this plan be adopted generally, it could not fail to 
flrengthen the caufc in which we are engaged, we beg the 
favour of you to propofe it at your nest meeting, and to re. 
turn us the decifion of your Society thereupon. u 

I am, Sir, with great attachment and clteeni, 

Your molt obedient Servant, 

• 

Sheffield Society for Conftitutional Information^. „ t 

Copy of a letter from the Sheffield Society to Mr ., the 

Secretary of the Society for Conjlitutional Information. 

Sir, 

It is now about four months Cnee this Society firfl formed 
itfelf into a regular body, then but very few in number;, the 
inclofed will iuform you of their increafe, and which is molt 
probable will foon become very numerous, and not only this 
large and populous tonvn, but the whole neighbourhood fbr via - 
ny miles round about, have an attentive eye upon us ; mef of 
the towns and villages indeed are formisig themj elves into JMhr 
ajfociations, and Jit idly adhere to the mode of copying after us ; 
you will eafily conceive the necelfity for the leading members 
of this body to pay ftridt attention to good order and regula- 
rity, and the need we have of confulting and 'communicating 
with thofe who are fincere friends and able advocates for the 
fame caufe; for thefe reafons we took the liberty of writing 
to Mr Horne Tooke, that worthy friend and patriot for the 
Rights of the Feople, informing him of our earnelt defires of 
entering into a conne&ion with the Society of the fame deno- 
mination with ours in London ; His very obliging and affec- 
tionate 
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tionate anfwer favours us with your addrefs ; in confluence, 
we have taken the liherty herewith to transmit to yon fome 
refolves which was pafled at our lad meetings by "the whole 
body, and the Committee was charged with the difpatch of 
printing and forwarding them to you accordingly, for thepur- 
pofe of fubmitting them to the confideration of your Society, 
to make fuch ufe of them as they think moil prudent. 

You will ajfo notice the Belpar Adtlrejs ; they applied to us 
about two months ago for inflruElions as to our mode of conduct- 
ing, &c. had not then formed themfelves into any regular af- 
fociation. Belpar is nearly thirty miles from this place, in 
Derbyfliire, and eight or ten miles from Derby. 

If the Society for Conftitutional Information in London 
fliould vouchfafe fo far to notice us as to enter into a connec- 
tion and correfpondcnce with us, it cannot fail of promoting 
honour and adding ftrength to our feeble endeavours, and 
to the common caufe, which is the entire motive we have in 
yiew. 

Iam, 

S I R, 

With the greateft refpeft and efteem. 

Your fincere friend, 

Sheffield, By order of ? 

X4th May 17P 2, the- Committee, J 

We have taken the liberty of inclofing a parcel for Mr 
, in anfwer to a letter from him to this Society, re- 
queuing fome information concerning our method of conduc- 
ing the bufinefs we are embarked in, & c. : Alfo informing us 
there arc in London a number of mechanics, fhopkeepers,' &c. 
forming themfelves into a Society on the bread bafs of the 
Rights, of Man. You will be fo obliging as to let the packet 
remain with you until he call for it, as by this poll I have 
Wrote him thereof. We have given him our manner of pro- 
ceeding, from our fetting out to this time, and hope it may be 
of fome ufe ; the improvement we are about to adopt is cer- 
tainly the beft for managing large bodies, as in great and po- 
pulous towns , viz. dividing them iuto fmall bodies , or meetings, 

t m »/ 
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oftenperfons ecichfand- ihcfe ten to appoint 'd Delegate : TeH of 
theft Delegate i'/onr? another' meeting, and jo on, delegating frb'm 
one to, another, till at lajl are reduced to a proper number for 
conjlliiitiiig the Committee^ or Cran'd Council. 

' fl eg fe wforward the packet to Mr as fqon as con- 

venient. 


-Copy of a letter frojn the Society for Conjlitutional Infor/na, 
tion at Sheffield, to the Society for Conjlitutional Information 
■ in London. 


Gentlemen, 

This Society, feeling as they do the grievous effpdts of the 
prefent corrupt Spite defeats, and abufe of our country, the 
great and heavy oppreffions- which the common mafs of the 
people labour under, as the natural confequence of that cor- 
ruption ; and, at the fame time, being fenfible, to a degree of 
certainty, that the public minds and general fentiments of the ' 
people are determined to obtain a RADICAL REFORM OF 
THE COUNTRY, as foon ag prudence and diferetion will per- 
mit, believes it their duty to ma|ce ufe of every prudent 
means, as far as their abilities can be extended, to obtain fo 
falutary and deiirable an objedt as a tboiough Reformation of 
our Country, cjlubli/lsed upon that fyjlem which is eonjiflent with 
the Rights' of Man. For tliefe reafons, with great deference 
and Cubmiffion to the piembers of the Society for Coniljtu- 
tional Information in London, we beg leave to requeft that 
they vyiU b e pleafed tp admit the perfons of the following 
names annexe^ hereto as members of (heir Society (they be- 
ing ohr friends,; and-m'embers ‘ of our Society), in - order that 
i clofe connexion maybe- -fotmed, and a regular communioa- 
tion maintained between the two -bodies; tl^at being thus 
ftrengthened, this Society may bp hetter enabled to govern it- 
felf-'With'tnqre propriety,, and to render affiltance to iheir fel- 
low citizens -in- this neighbourhood, and in parts more remote; 
that they, in their turn, may extend ufeful knowledge ftill 
further , from town to village ■, and from village to town, until 
the whole nation be fiffi:iently enlightened, and united in the fame 

caufe , 



( 0? J 

tpiifi, which cannot. fail of Icing the .cafe wherever the mof ep- 
' cellent works of Mr Thomas Paine fnds refden.ee. ' 

I am, Gentlemen, ' ’V'^' 

Your moft refpe.aful.and fincere friend,' 
Sheffield, By order of 

14th March 1792. the Committee, J ’ ™ ~ 

Secretary for this Society. 

■Names of the twelve members of the Society for Conftittt- 
tional Information in Sheffield, requeued to be entered as 
members of the Society of the fame denomination in Lon*, 
don. 


1. .• 



“’C6py of a letter from the Sheffield Society for Con/lit ulional In- 
‘'formation, to the Secretary of the London Correfponding So * 
' :v cteiy. Received Ujth March 1792. 

-utl ySir, ,, , , 

• 'Your letter of the 8 th infiant to .Mr — — was yefter- 

ilay handed to us, by means of that Gentleman : He is no? a 
member of this Society, and therefore cannot perfefl.ly'anfwer 
your requells refpe&ing the rules and orders of this Society, 
ft affords ns infinite fatisfaftion that the people in Lon on 
are beginning to form themfelves into orderly Societies, and 
hiking into their confideration the great importance and the 
tieceffity of a Reform of the corrupt fate of our Government l 
:rwork, than which none is more needful in this nation, for.'. 

£1 a] the 
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the relief of the' opprefled : The noble obfervation in yotirdy 
is worthy of the acceptation of all, viz. “ That no man who 
“ is an advocate from principle for the liberty of a black man, 
“ but will ftrenuoufly promote and fiipport the rights of a 
‘‘•■white man; and vice verfa.” 

The -inclofed, Cent to Mr as below, will inform 

you of the principles we fet out upon, when at firft a very 
frnall number, fome four or five of us, meeting in each others 
houfes in an evening, confulting and condoling the very low 
and even mifcrablc condition the people of this nation were re- 
duced to my the avaricioufnefs and extortion of that haughty, 
voluptuous, and luxurious clafs of beings, who would have 
Us to poffcfs no more knowledge, than to believe all things 
were created only for the ufe of tjhat fmall groupe of worth, 
lefs individuals. With thefe fentiroents, and perufing Mr 
PaineVRights of Man, maturely tonfidering the force and 
weight of argument therein contained, by degrees became 
confirmed in our judgment, that pride, ambition, luxury, and 
oppreffion, with every vice, appeared to be at the height, or 
nearly at the utmoft ftretch ; and, admitting this to be the 
cafe (as we really do believe it is), we may with the greateft 
probability cxpc£l it cannot he -very long lefore a great and per- 
haps a general change will take place, which will redound with 
more happinefs to the people, as their manners and moral 
practices are more confident to the Divine will of, the all-wife 
Difpofer of all things, in heaven and on earth. 

On thefe principles our numbers kept increafing, fo that we 
foundit neceffary,for the fake of goodorder, to divide ourflvesin- 
to fmall bodies, of ten perfons each, and fo hold a general meeting 
once a month; but of late our numbers have increafed fo ra- 
pidly,:.and only having thirteen meeting places, all of the fanu; 
evening, they are fo crowded, th^t wc are adopting the plan 
wc, firft fet out with, and to divide the whole (which d,o now. 
confift, pf .about 2000 members) into tythings, or meetings of 
ten members each fc— Two hundred of thefe meetings wil) in. 
elude the .whole, froip. each of which a delegate or leading 
fnan will be chofen, and appointed to attend at their refpec? 
tive places — Ten at each: Thefe 200 , delegates will form 
twenty meetings, of ten members each ; and lallly, from each 

of 
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o£ thefe meetings, a delegate will be appointed to meet at thft 
appointed place, and thefe will form the Committee, or the 
(Jrand Council : By this method, order and regularity will- be- 
maintained ; and by this method a regular communication 
throughout the whole nation might be kept np with the mod 
perfeft harmony — and we would particularly recommend it 
to you' in London, as worthy your adoption. As you increafe 
in numbers, neccflity will confirm thefe fentiments. We fhall, 
be glad at any time to cOrrefpond, and be in dofe connection 
with you ; as our caufe is one, fo ought our fentiments to be 
unanimous : We alfo would recommend you to enter into; 
conne&ion with the members of the Society for Conditution- 

al Information in London, of whom Mr is one ; and 

we are fully allured that gentleman will be the true friend and 
advocate in our caufe, confident with hi? principles hitherto' 
ihanifefted, both in public and private. We have inclofed a 

packet directed to you, with a parcel to Mr in , 

who 'is Secretary for the faid Society, and who will deliver it 
to you when you call for it, it containing fome information. 


Copy of Refolutions tranfmitted to the Society for Conjlitvlional 
Information. 


At a Meeting of the delegates of the United Conditutional 
Societies, held the :4th of March 1792, at the Wheel of For- 
tune, Saint Edmunds, in the city of Norwich, it wasunani- 
moufly agreed to communicate to the gentlemen of the Lon- 
don Society for Conditutional Information the following refo- 
lutions : 

rfi, We are happy to fee the fuccefs of the Sheffield Socie- 
ty for Conditutional Reform, and approve of the delegations 
•which you anil they have made, in order to form a plan of 
general information ; we humbly beg that you would grant to 
us the fame favour, and it is our wilh, that all the Societies' 
of a fimilar kind in England were only as fo many members 
Jlrongly and imliffolubly united in one political hotly. 

2dly, W e believe that inftrufting the People in political, 
knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, 
S' the only effeftual way to obtain the grand oh j eft of Reform; 
for men need only be made acquainted with the abufes of Go- 





vernment, andthey will readily jpin in every lawful mpaqs tp 
9^81^ W,e have the pleafure to inform you that qur 

Societies confift of fame hundreds ; and new Societies arc/re. 
quently forming, which by delegates preferve a mutual inter edurfe 
with each other for injlrutdion and information ; and the great- 
di care has been taken to preferve order and regularity' at 
our meetings, to convince the world that riot and diforder an! 
no parts of our political creed. 

gdly, We believe and are firmly perfuaded, that Mr Burfce 
(the once friend of liberty) has traduced the greateft and molt 
glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annals of hiftory— 
We thank Mr Burke for the political difeuflion provoked, and 
by which he has opened unto us the dawn of a glorious day. 

4thly, I o Mr Thomas Paine our thanks are efpecially due, for 
his Firjl and Second part of the Rights of Man ; and we fin.' 
cerely wiih that he may live to fee hie labours crowned with 
fuccefs, in the general diffufton of Liberty and happiuefs among 
Mankind . * a1 

jthly. We view with concern the late difeoveries relative to 
the Weftminfler ele&ion, in 1 788; and conceive ourfelves, and 
all true friends of Freedom, under great obligations to Meflrs 
Thomfon, Wyndham, Francis, Taylor, aud all the noble and 
fpirited MINORITY, for their exertions in order to difeover 
the true fource of that abominable and iniquitous procedure. 

6thly, We congratulate our brethren in the various parti 
of the kingdom, on the progrefs of political knowledge, and 
eameftly intreat them to increafe their affociations, in order to 
form one grand and extenfive union of all the friends of general 
Liberty — And we hope the time is not far diftant, when the 
People of England will be equally and faithfully reprcfcnted 
in Parliament. 


Signed by Order, 


Chairman- 
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E'opy of a Letter from the Secretory to the London Correjpbjfds 
'-jug Society, to the Prefident of the- Society for Cofijlitutionai 

Information. 

Sir, 

I am ordered by the Committee to fend to the Society for 
Cpnftitutional Information in London a copy of our motives 
for affociating, and the refolutions we have come tq. We 
n>ean to perfevere in the caufe we have embarked in ; that is, 
(o have (if poflible) an equal Reprefentation of the People of 
phis nation in Parliament. 

We fliould be exceedingly happy to enter into a correfpon- 
jlcncc with that Society, if it is not too much prcfupiption in ' 
ps to expe£fc fii.clj an honour; but as our caufe is one, we hope 
that they will deign to take fome notice of us, who are now 
entering upon a matter of fuch vail importance. 

You will fee, by one of our refolutions, that we have en- 
tered into a correfpondence with the Society at Sheffield. 

I am. Sir, 

With all deference. 

Your moft obedient 

March 30th, 1 792. an^l moft humble Servant, 


(dopy of a letter from Lord John Rujfel to J. Cartwright E- 
tf quire. Chairman of the Society for Qonjlitutional Informa- 
tion. 


Sir, 

Fully fenfiblc that the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion have made no facrifice to delecacy in their Addrefs to us, 
we on our part fhall alFeft no difguife. 

Voluntary afiociations, not being armed with public autho- 
rity, have no force but that of truth, no hope of fuccefs but 
in the ftrength of reafon, and the concurrence of the public. 

We profel’s not to entertain a vrifli, “ that the great plan of 
V public benefit, which Mr Paine has fo powerfully recom- 
“ mended will fpeedily be carried into effeft,” nor to amufo 

our 



( 7 = ) 

our fellow-citizens with the magnificent promife of obtaining 
for them “ the Rights of the People in their full extent,”-, 
the indefinite language of delufion, which, by opening unbound- 
ed profpefts of political adventure, tends to deftroy that public 
opinion which is the fupport of all free overnments, and to 
excite a fpirit of innovation, of which no wifdom can forefee 
the e (lefts, and no (kill diredl the courfe. We view man as 
he is, the creature of habit, as well as of rcafon. We think 
it therefore our bounden duty to propofe no extreme changes, 
which, however fpecious'in theory, can never be accompliih- 
cd without violence to the fettled opinions of mankind, nor 
attempted without endangering fome of the mod cftimable ad- 
vantages which we confefledly enjoy. We are convinced that 
the people bear a fixed attachment to the happy form of our 
Government, and the genuine principles of our Conllitution ; 
thefe we cherifh as objefts of juft affeftion, not from any i m . 
plicit reverence, or habitual fupcrftition, but as inftitutions 
bed calculated to produce the hnppinefs of man in civil fo. 
cicty : And it is becnnfe wc are convinced that abufes arc 
undermining and corrupting them, that we have afl'oeiated 
for the prefervation of thofe principles. 

“ We wilh to reform the Gonflitution, becaufe we willi to 
preferve it.” 

Affociations formed in the face of power, in oppofition to 
the interefts of our prefent Legiflators, evince that individual 
lecurity and perfonal independence are already eftablilhed by 
our laws. 

The immenfe accumulation of debt, the cuormous taxation 
of Seventeen Millions of annual revenue, demonftrate that the 
colletthc interefts of the community . have been neglefted or 
betrayed. 

We believe the defective Conllitution of the Afl'embly, cn- 
trufted with tlie public purfe, to be the real fource of this c- 
vil. With this view we have pledged ourfelvcs to attempt a 
timely and falutary Reform, adhering, in every meafure we 
may take, to the fundamental principles of the Conllitution. 
According to thofe acknowledged principles, the people have 
a perfedt right to poffefs an organ, by which the public mind 

may 
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ftiay {peak In legiflation ; and to bind their Reprefen tatives. to 
Oiein ter efts o£ the whole community,, by a frequent renovation 
of the truft. Thefe objedls nccomplilbec), we believe abufes 
will find no protection in a genuine reprefentation of the peo- 
ple ; that regulations heft adapted to die. public happinefs will 
be gradually infufed into our laws, through the known chan- 
nels of legiflation; and that the agitated minds of men, refum- 
ing their confidence in Parliament, will fubfide' into a calm ex- 
pectation of redrefs, without forgetting the principles, or vio- 
lating the form of the Conftitution. 

Thefe, as we think, are the views of' men detefting anar- 
chy, yet fincere Friends of the People. Your letter appears 
to us to be written with a view to create diftruft of our d«- 
figns, to infihuate doubts of fiucerity, and to excite an early 
fufpicion of our principles in the minds of the people. We 
have not, however, refufed, ill anfwer, to difclaim What we 
condemn, and to avow our teal obj efts, from the purfuit of 
which we will not fulFer ourfelves to be diverted by any con- 
troverfy. We mull beg leave, at the fame time, to decline 
all future intcrcourfe with a Society whofe views and ohjefts, 
as far as We can collcCt them from the various Refolutions 
and Proceedings which have been publilhed, we cannot help 
regarding as irrcconcileable with thefe real interefts on which 
you profefs to inform and enlighten the people. 

(Signed) 

JOHN RUSSELL, Chaitmdn. 

' Frecmafon’s Tavern, 

Saturday, May nth 179a* 

Frccmafou’s Tavern, May 12th 1702; 
At a general meeting of the Society of the Friends of the 
People; affociated for the purpofe of obtaining Parliamentary 
Reform. 

The Right Honourable Lord John Rafldll in the Chair, 
l<efolvcd, That the proceedings of this day, including the 
letter from the Society for Conllitutional Information, and 
the anfwer of this Society to that letter, be printed and pub- 
lilhed. 

t [K] 


Refolved, 
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Rei'olved, That, together with the anfwer of this Society 
to the letter of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
there be tranfmittcd to John Cartwright, Efquire, Chairman 
of that Society, a copy of the Refolution of the Society of 
the Friends of the People, to print and publifli the letter and 
reply. 

JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman. 


Copy of a Letter from Stockport, to the Secretary of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society. Received 17 th Sept. 1792. 

Dear Sir, 

In obedience to the wi flies of the Society here, I have the 
pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the 
packet which the kindnefs of our brothers of the London 
Correfponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with. 

It is doubly deferring our thanks, as it fliews your kind- 
nefs, and as it will be ufcful in the formation of our infant 
Society : We Hand much in need of your experience in this 
particular, and we doubt not of your beft afiiflance. We are 
furrounded by a majority, a formidable one indeed, in power, 
abilities, and numbers, but we are not difmayed. 

We have carefully perufed the Addrefi'es, and I am to ol>- 
ferve on their contents in general, that the fentiments hardly 
rife to that height which we expefi from men, fcnfible of their 
full claims to abfolute and uncmtroulable liberty ; i, e. unaccount- 
able to any power which they have not immediately conjlituted 
and appointed. 

Thefe are our fentiments, whatever’may be yoors,tho’ in the 
prefent Hate of political knowledge, it may he prudent not to avow 
them openly. We defire your fentiments on the means of accom- 
plilhing that objeft which we prefume you have in view in 
common with us. We think it expedient that we Ihould per- 
fe&ly underftand each other in the beginning, left the appearance 
of difunion might - furnilh matter of triumph to our enemies. 
We obferve one expreflion, which fays, “ numerous other re- 
“ forms would undoubj^ly take place, &.C. &c.” But we 
alk, how is that parliament to be chofen ? Can we expeft it 

from 
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from the prcfent order of things ? Would not nil the evil he 
done away at once by the people ajjemhled in Convention ? Does 
it appear probable, that the odious laws which we complain 
of will be abolifhed any other way ? Can the grievances ari- 

iing from Ariftocracy be redrefied, while the retains 

its prefent authority in the Legiilature ? Is the univerfal right 

of confluence ever to be attained, while the B maintain 

their feats on the — : . 

Your thoughts on thefe important points we moil eameftly 
defire may be tranfmitted to us as foon as poffible Not di- 
refted as the laft ; wc fear it will excite fufpicion. Diredl to 

Mr , Stockport, who is Chairman' 

occafionally in the abfence of , who refides too far 

from hence to be at hand on emergencies. 

Yours, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr Margaret to the Friend t of Univerfal Peace 
and of the Rights of Man Society at Stockport. 

Sir, London, nth O&ober 1792. 

With infinite fatisfaclion the London Correfponding Society 
Committee perufed your letter : They are happy to learn 
your Heady determination, fpite of all obftacles, to purfue that 
-foie means of political felicity, a perfeft Reprefentation of the 
People. 

With regard to our publications, our fentiments are ex* 
prefled in as Jlrong terms as prttdcnce will permit , yet plain c- 
nough we imagine to convince the public, that while we expert 
every thing from an honeft and an annual Parliament, nothing 
fliort of fuch a Senate, chofen by the whole nation, will Tatis* 

f 7“>- 

True gencrofity, the chara&eriftic of this nation, and of all 
unperverted men throughout the globe, calling upon us to 
countenance, at this junfture, the arduous ftruggle of the 
French nation againjl Dcfpotifm and jfrijlocracy, thofc foes to 
the human race, we have refolved upon addrefling the French 
National Convention. 

Without entering into the probable effefls of fuch a mea- 
fure, effefts which your Society will not fail to difeover, wc 
[lf.2] invite 
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invite you to join us ; and to that end, herewith you have * 
oopy of our intended Addrefs ; if you approve the idea, and 
will concur in fending it, be pleafed to return us without de- 
lay a copy, figned by your Prefident and Secretary, or by the 
Delegates, Hating each for how many perfons he figns, we will 
then affociate your body with ours, and with fome others who 
have already affented to the meafure-.— If, on the contrary, 
you difapprove that mark' of zeal towards tie only tuition that 
has hitherto undertaken to rtflot e to mankind its jujl rights, 
pleafe to communicate to us your objedlions. 

I am. Sir, 

For the Committee of Delegates, 
Yours, &c. 

M. M. Ch. 

fiopy of a Letter from the Editors of the Patriot, to the Secre- 
tary of the London Corrcfponding Society. 

Sir, Sheffield, October 15th, 1792. 

Having nothing particular to communicate to your Society 
at the time of the publication of our lall number, we content, 
ed ourfelves with a general acknowledgment of the receipt of 
your favour. We now gladly embrace this opportunity of e- 
fpecially thanking you for the fame, and a: the fame time of- 
fering you, that the communications you font us fhall appear 
in the next number of the Patriot. 

We beg leave alfo to throw in our mite of commendation 
on the laudable ipirit which you have evinced, in your inten- 
tion to addrefs the National Convention of France ; and hope 
fincerely, that your example will be followed by all the So- 
cieties in the two kingdoms, Ireland having already fet the 
example. 

Within thefe few days we have received a letter from the 
Secretary of a Society intended to be formed at Stockport, a 
very populous manufacturing town, only l’even miles from 
Manckcfler, a copy of which wc think it ncccflary to fend you 
herewith, by which you will fee the unjuflifiablc oppofition 
which is making by the enemies to a Reform, and the friend? 

and 
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and tools of arbitrary power, againft tbe increafe of thofe So- 
cieties, and the attempt to crufli and annihilate ouf efforts in 
the caufe of Freedom in the very bud. We thought it our 
duty to anfvver the letter immediately, in order to give them 
every encouragement within the fcope of our feeble abilities ; 
and herewith alio fend your Society a copy of our letter on 
that occafion ; but we at e apprehenfive that the voice of a few 
individuals may not have weight enough to anfwer the wilh- 
e ( d-for end, of iufpiring them with fufficient confidence to per- 
fevere. JVe hope your Society will ulfo give them your fane- 
lion, advice, and fuppart, as it will be in vain for the Friends to 
Reform to contend with the tremendous holt of enemies they 
have to encounter, unlcfs they firmly, on all occafions, Hand by 
and fuccour one another. , 

It is with the g reate ft fatisfaftion we announce to you, that 
feveral Societies have been formed within thelall three weeks 
in Edinburgh, not lefs than feven or eight ; and all'o, that a 
Patriotic Print is about to make its appearance, under the di- 
reftion of Major Johnfon, who is alfo Prefident of one of the 
Societies. We have received fome moll fpirited communica- 
tions from thence ; and our bookfeller has fent an order for 
50 additional numbers of every publication of our work more 
than what was before in circulation, with an affurance that it 
was daily increafing in fame and demand for it. We clearly 
forefee that Scotland will fron take the lead of this country, 
and conceive it jvill be ncceffary to take the greateft care that 
an univerfal communication fliould be conllantly kepi up be- 
tween the feveral Societies, however dillant, and that all 
fliould determine to aft upon the fame principle, and move to- 
gether, as near as may he, in regular and aflive unifon. ’Twas 
'ly this method France he came fo thoroughly united ; and we 
ought never to lofcjight of it. 

•The Sheffield Society has been lately revifed and rc-orga- 
nized, and in a very fliort time they will prefent the public 
with an Addrefs, and a fet of Rules, Regulations, and Re- 
folves, which 1 think will do them infinite credit. 

We fliall be happy to hear from your Society on every oc- 
cafion that may be agreeable and convenient ; and any com- 
munications 



( 78 ) 

mnnications which in future they may wifli to convey to the 
public through the medium of the Patriot, they may rely on 
it every attention and regard fhall be paid to them. 

We remain, with refpeft. 
Fellow Citizen, 

Yours molt refpedlfully. 

The Editors of the Patriot, 

Copy of a Letter from Leicejler, to the Secretary of the Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 

Leicefter, 9th November 1792. 

Sir, 

As I have not yet heard from you, I hope you will not omit 
my requeft, and forward every neceffary particular by the 
firft mail. 

We are to have our firft adjourned meeting on Monday e. 
vening next ; and I wilh our Secretary to be well prepared to 
meet every expedtation and every objection. 

We Jhall Jland in need of a fort of creed for immediate pub- 
lication. 

I am, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Political Information at 
. Norwich, to the Secretary to . the London Correfponding So. 
ciety. 


Mr Secretary, Norwich, November nth, 1792, 

Sir, 

We, the Society for Political Information, are defirous of 
holding and ftrenuoufiy fupporting the noble fentiments which 
you fo lately and friendly difperfed among us ; and as we fo 
much admire your well-adopted plan for a Reformation in the 
State, permit us, with the utmoft deference to your worthy 
Society, to participate with you in all your great national 
corrcfpnndence, which your very name promifes to maintain ; 
and in confequence thereof, it is humbly defired, by the So- 
ciety which I have the happinefs to reprefen t, to incorporate 
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three members with your worthy fraternity ; in doing which 
I ihall here inform you of their names and refidence, which 

are as follows, Our principal defign 

in doing this is, that we may have an opportunity of knowing 
more exa&ly what may be thought the moft eligible fteps to 
be taken in carrying on this great bufinefs of our affociated 
brethren, and to have an opportunity to afk fueh fort of quef- 
tions as may be thought very reafonable among the brethren; 
cfpccially when we think that publications are covered with a 
fort of obfcurity in it, as the Sheffield People’s declaration, 
which feemed determined to fupport the Duke of Richmond’s 
plan only ; but fince we find, in a printed letter received from 
them in a book, that they mean to abide by.fome moderate 
Reform, as may hereafter be brought forward by the Friends 
of the People, which method is uncertain to us. Again, we 
find that the Friends of the People, and the Society for Confti- 
tutioual Information do not exaftly agree ; — we could be glad 
to know the reafon. It feems to me as though the difference 
was this; — The Friends of the People mean only a partial 
Reform, becaufe they leave out the words expreffing the Duke 
of Richmond’s plan, and talk only of a Reform ; while the 
Manchefter People feem to intimate, by addrejjing Mr Paine, 
as though they were intent upon Republican prinfipks. only: 
Now, to come clofer to the main, queftion, it is only defired 
to know whether the generality of the Societies mean to 
reft fatisfied with the Duke of Richmond’s plan only; OR 
WHETHER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE DESIGN TO 
RIP UP MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND PLACE 
DEMOCRACY IN ITS STEAD, I Ihall now, Sir, give 
you an exaft account of what plan I could wifli to obtain, 
which I have already moved for at our general meeting, viz. 
a full and equal Reprefentation of the whole body of the Peo- 
ple ; a general fuffrage of votes, and annual Parliaments. I 
remember the Society for Conftitutional Information intima- 
ted to us that Mr ufed to write to them in the name 

of the Revolution Society : If you approve of that appella- 
tion, pray be fo kind as to give us a full and fatisfa&ory an- 
fwer. I Ihall fay no more at prefent, but remain a friend to 

Peace, 
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Peace, not to snatchy ; a well wilher to the Rights of Manj 
when' obtained by confcnt; and your moll obedient, &c. 1 

Copy of a Letter from Matfchejler, to the Secretary of the So* 
ciety for Confilutional Information. 

Sir, Manchefter; November 13th 1792. 

The Manchefler Reformation Society, being convinced that 
the caufe of Freedom will be much promoted by opening a 
correfpondence with the different Patriotic Societies in (his 
kingdom, have therefore thought it neceffary to add refs your 
Society For this purpofe. 

Ihi caufe of Liberty goes on rapidly in this town ,■ our Sos 
ciety meets weekly, and we enter federal new members every 
time. We lhould have been more numerous had not the in- 
fluence of the Ariftocrats hunted us out of the public honfe • 
where we met ; but we hope this ftep will be no Ways detri- 
mental in the end, for. we prefently rallied our members, and 
took a private houfe to meet in, where we have met forae- 
time pad : We are juft going to publilh a frelh declaration; 
and we haVe not the lead doubt but when it appears it will 
be the means of inereafing our Society prodigioufly. 

We lliall deem it as a great favour if you would fend its 
■any information that you may think worth communication. - 
and may reft affured that we Ihall always be proud of any opi 
portunity by which it may be in our power to return the fa- 
vour; 

(Signed) 

Secretary to the Reformation Society; 

Pleafe to dire£t to Mr Gorfe, No. 7. Great Newton Street 
near New Crofs, Manchefter. 

Copy of a Letter from Leicejler, to the Secretary of the Society 
for Conjlitutional Information. 

Sir, 

I fent a letter per Mail, as a parcel, requefting yoti to fend 
me every particular requifite to enable us to eftablifti a Con- 
ftitutional 
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&tutional Society a t Lcicefter, flmilar to yours, and thofe at 
j\lanchfefter, Stockport, &c. _ i' . 

• Send me, if you pleafe, all that is neceflary by fif-Jl Mail: 
V/e want Laws, Orders, Principles, Creeds, Addrefles', Decla- 
rations, Rel'olutions, &c. 

I am. Sir,- 

Lcicefter, (in great hade) 

Nov. 15th 1792. Your tumble Servant, 

Copy of a Letter from Coventry , to the Secretary of the Society 
for Conflitutionul Information. 

• Sir, 1 

At a meetings which was laft week convened for the pur- 
pofe of inftituting a Society for Conilitutional Information, it 
was determined by the perfons prefent to form themfelves 
into a Society for that purpofc : As it was thought expedient 
that a plan fliould be adopted, which would be calculated to 
produce the object of the inftitufio'h, the Society rcfolvedthat 
they .would apply to the Conilitutional Society in London ; 
and at their requeft I have now taken the liberty of foliciting 
you would be fo kind as to tranfmit to us a copy of the plan 
of the Sheffield or any other Society, which you may thinhlcjl 
adapted- to produce the 'end of the inftitution.' Your compli- 
ance with the requeft will not only be a fanftion to the infli- 
ction, but will be attended with the falutary effeft which re- 
sults from fuch inflitutionsi 
I am, Sir, 

Y our moll obedient humble fervant. 


. P. S. Our Corporation has been apprifed of our intention of 
forming a Conilitutional Society ; and have threatened us 
with a profecution ; but we arc determined to perfev?re in 
our intention. 

Coventry, 

Nov. a< 5 th 1792- 

[L] 


+ 


The 
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Theinclofedliandbill, which we privately circulate i here 
fame time Jince, has fo exafperated' our Corporation, that they, 
now declare tjiey will punilh us with that rigour and feverity 
which the Proclamation has empowered them with. 


1 Copy of a Letter from' the Secretary of the London Correfpond. 
ing Society, to the Secretary of the Society for Conjlitutional 
Irformation. 

Sir, London, 30th November 1792. 

T-am direfted hy the Committee of Delegates of the London 
Correfponding Society, to fetid your Society the inclofcd copy 
of an Addrefs they are forthwith going to publifh, as an an- 
fwer to the fophiftical Addrefs lately fent forth from the af- 
fociation for the prefervation of property, &c. from the in- 
roads of Levellers- and- Republicans. 

' I am. 

With great efteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

, Secretary, 

Addrefs of the London Correfponding Society, to the 
other Societies in Great Britain, united for the ob- 
taining a Reform in. Parliament. 

Friends, and fellow Countrymen,. 

Unlefs we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching 
when the objeft for which we ftruggle is likely to come wi- 
thin our reach. That a nation like Britain ihotild be free, it 
is requifite' only that Britons fliould will it to become fo— . 
that'fucji fliouhl be their will, the abufes of our original Con- 
ftitutidh, and the alarms of our Ariftocratic enemies,- fuffici- 
■ently witnefs. Confident in the purity of our motives, and 
in- tfie juft ice of our caufe, let us meet falfehood with proofs, 
and hypocrify with plainnefs ; lec us perfevere in declaring 
our principles, and mifreprefentation will meet its due re- 
ward— ^contempt. 

In this view the artifices of a late Ariftocratic affociation, 
formed 
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formed on the-aoth inflant, call fot afew remarks^ oh account 
of the declaration they have publilhed relative to other clubfe 
■and focieties formed in this nation. ' It is true that this 
Meeting of Gentlemen (for fo they flyle themfelVes) have 
mentioned no names, inftanced no fafts, quoted no authorities ; 
but they take upon thcmfelves to aflert, that bodies of their 
.countrymen have been affociated, profeffing opinions favour- 
able to the RIGHTS OF MAN, to LIBERTY and EQUA- 
LITY ; and moreover, that thpfe opinions are conveyed in 

the terms, NO KING, NO PARLIAMENT So much for 

their affertions. 

If this be intended to include the Societies to which we re- 
fpeftively belong, we here, in the mod foleron manner, deny 
the latter part of the charge, while, in admitting the former, 
we claim the privilege, and glory in the character of Britons. 
Whoever fball attribute to us the expreffions of NO KING, 
NO PARLIAMENT, or any dofign of invading the property 
of other men, is guilty of a wilful, an impudent; and a malici- 
ous falfehood. 

We knoyy and are fenfible that the wages of every man are 
his- right ; that difference of flrength, of talents, and of in* 
duflry, (Jo and ought to afford proportional dillin&ions of pro- 
perty, which, when acquired, apd confirmed by the laws, is 
(acred and inviolable. We defy the moft flavifh and malevo- 
lent man in the meeting of the 201I1 inflant to bring the rc- 
motefl proof to the contrary. If there be no proof, we call 
upon them to juflify an infidious calumny, which feems in- 
vented only to terrify independent Britons from reclaiming 
the jightful Conftitution of their country. We admit, and 
we declare, that we are friends to CIVIL LIBERTY, and 
therefore to NATURAL EQUALITY, both of which we 
confider as the RIGHTS OF' MANKIND. Could we be- 
lieve them to be “ in diredl oppofition to the laws, of this land,” 
we fhould blufh to find ourfelves among tKe'riuniber of its in- 
habitants. But we are perfu^ded that the abufes of the Gon- 
ilitution will never pafs current for its true principles ; fince we 
arc told in its firft Charter, that ALL ARE EQUAL IN THE 
SIGHT OF THK LAW, which “ fhall neither be fold, nbr 
[La] ” refufed. 
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( f refufed, ijor 'delayed to any free man whatfc-ver Should 
it eves '-happen? that “ right and juftice" are oppofed by^ 
pence* by refnfal, or by delay, then is this principle of equa- 
lity violated, and we are no longer free men. 

, , Snell are our notions of thofe rights- which it is boldly 
maintained “ are inconfiftent with the well-being of'Societyj’? 
But let us not fuffer men who avow no principles of liberty, 
whofe favourite- cry is inequality' of property, to eftratige q- 
thers of our countrymen- from aiding us in ferving the Com. 
rounity, and from recovering to the nation ’that {hare of its 
fovereignty which has unhappily been facrificed to corrupt 
Courtiers and intriguing’Bofon'ghmongcrs. 

If our -laws and conftitution be juft and wife in their origin 
and their principle, • every. deviation from them, ; as firft eflai 
hlilhedj mufl be injurious to the people whofe perfons and, pro- 
perty l.werc then fecured ; if at the Revolution this couutfy 
-was adequately reprefented, it is now fo no longer, and there', 
fore calls aloud for .Reform. 

If it be true that the people ofBritaiu are fuperior to other 
nations, is it that our taxes are lefs burthenfome l or that our 
provifions are lefc expenfive? Is it from the various produc- 
tions of our foil that we are rich ? Is it owing to the majority 
of our numbers that we arc ftrong ? — Certainly not. France 
h3s the advantage in all tliefe rcfpefls, and up to this period 
ilie has never been our fuperior in wealth, in power, in -ta- 
lents,. or in virtue. But let us not deceive ourfclvcs, the dif- 
ference between us and that nation was formerly that our 
Monarchy was .lirtited, while theirs was abfolutc — that the 
number of our Ariftocrpcy did not equal the thoufandth part 

of theirs — that we bad trial by jury, while they had none 

that our perfons were protected by the laws, while their lives' 
were at the mercy of every titled individual. We, therefore, 

had that to fight for which to them was unknown fince we 

were men while they were Haves. 

The feene has indeed changed— Like our brave anceftors of 
the laft century, they have driven out the family that would have 
deftroyed them, they have fcattered the mercenaries who inva- 
ded their freedom, and have “broken their chains on the heads 
• • ‘ ' 
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l« of their oppreffors.” If, during this conflifk with military 
aflaflins and dorrieflic traitors, cruelty and revenge have arf- 
fen among a few inhabitants of the capital, let us lament thefe 
effects of a bloody ancj tyrannous Manifefto, but let tu leaye 
to the hypocrite pretenders to humanity the talk of blacken- 
ing the misfortune, and attributing to a whole nation the aft 
of an enraged populace. 

As we have never yet been call fo low - at the foot of def- 
potifm, fo it is not requifite that wc Ihould appeal to the fame 
awful tribunal with our brethren on the continent. May our 
'enmities be written in fand, but may our rights be engraven 
pn marble ! We defire to overthrow no property but that 
which has been railed on the ruins of our liberty. We look 
. with reverence on the landed and commercial interefts of our 
country ;■ but . wc view with abhorrence that monopoly of 
-Burgage tenures, unwarfanted by law or rcafon in this or any 
other nation in Europe. 

Let us then continue, with patience and firmnefs, in the 
path which is begun. Let i/s wait and watch the enfuing Sef- 
Jtons of Parliament, from whom we have much to hope, and lit- 
tle to fear. -°lhe Hovfe of Commons may have been the fource 
of opr calamity, it may prove that of our deliverance. Should 
it not, we truft we fhall not prove unworthy of our forefa- 
thers, whofe exertions in the caufe of mankind fo well deferve our 
■imitation. 

(Signed) MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 

London, , Secretary. 

fgth^ov. 179 J. 
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Copy of a Letter frqnt the Conjlitutional Society at Sheffield fy 
the Secretary of the Society for Conjlitutional Informq, 
tion . 

■Sheffield Society for Gonftitjitional Information. 

Committee Room, January itSth 1*93. 

i! Refolved, 

?* That a circular letter be immediately forwarded by this 
if Committee to every Society in Great Britain (that ' Is 
“ known to us) whiefi has affodated for the purpofe of ob- 
41 tabling a Reform in Parliament, reqUeRing each Society to 
** inform us in what manner they mean to come forward in 
fupport of their feverai declarations during the prefent Sef- 
'i 1 fion of Parliament.” 

Sir, 

In confcqtience pf the abpve refolution, we take the liberty 
of addreffing yotir Society, and of informing you, that it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that the fentimertts and deter- 
mination of every Society in Great Britain ought to be ex- 
plicitly known, and candidly declared, in order that fuch of 
them as coincide in idea on this great ConRitutional queRioq 
may aft in concert together ; a circumflance which will great- 
ly add to their flrength and confequence, and Which indeed 
appears to be indifpenfably requifite to be done without fur- 
ther delay. 

We therefore beg leave to Rate, that in our opinion any 
Reform will prove nugatory, or at lead fall far ihort of the per- 
manent and important advantages to the country and ConRi- 
tution which we have in view, that does not confift of a rejlo- 
ration of the right of Univerfal Suffrage (except of perfons not 
of fane mind, tinder the age of twenty-one years, and thofe in- 
capacitated by crimes ) together with Annual EleElions ,• and 
for the purpofe of regaining thefe rights, we propofe to peti- 
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lion the Conjmons Houfe of Parliament this Seffion, to. take, 
into their molt ferious confideration the prefent very inadequate 
Jlate sf the Reprefentation of the People of Great Britain, the- 
various and great abufes refulting therefrom, and that they 
will take fueh fpeedy and effe&ual meafures to remove thofe 
evils, and remedy the grievances confequent thereon, as to' 
their wifdom (hall feem molt proper. 

As the importance end magnitude of the queftion requires 
that no time ffiould be. loft which can poflibly be avoided, we 
beg that your Society will have the goodnefs to inform us 
how far our propofed plan meets with your approbation, or 
in what refpeft, and to what degree or extent, we differ. 

At all events, it appears highly neceflary that the feveral 
Societies in the kingdom ffiould requeft to know immediately- 
what are the exprefs views and plans of “ The Society of the 
“ Friends of the People,” in order that they may be enabled 1 
to judge how far they ihall be warranted in feconding and fup- 
porting the bill which Mr Grey has given notice he means to 
introduce into the Houfe of Commons, in the courfe of the 
prefent Seffion, for the purpofe of obtaining this great and dc- 
firable object. 

Requefting an anfwer as fpeedily as poffible — we remain, 
with the greateft refpedt, in the name, and by order of the 
Committee, 

S I R, 

Yoilr moft obedient fervants, 

■ ■ — , Prefident. 

— — Secretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Gonjlitutional Informa- 
tion at- Birmingham, to the Society for Gonjlitutional Infor- 
mation in London * 

Birmingham, February 6th, 1793. 
Friends, and Fellow Citizens, 

The members of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
eftablilhed at this place, November 20th 1792, take this op- 
portunity of laying, before you our printed. Addrefs and De- 
claration, 
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elaration, and our Rules and Orders, which we have adopted 1 
from the Sheffield Society, for our internal government ; and 
fo fhew our juftice, oUr moderation, and love t6 all mankind 
we defire your advice and affiflance, that the general mind of 
our Society mdy be formed unanimoufly to the bell and moff 
likely mode of obtaining our long-loft rights as men free born ; 
and as citizens by univerfal incorporation. 

The interefted and bigotfed fupporters of the exploded fyf. 
tfim of corruption are continually throwing obflacles in the way 
of all Reforn5,and threaten us with rigorous prO'fech tions, and ex- 
hibit all the engine^ of power and tyranny before us,'foi-mectuig' 
to inveftigate the laws of our country, and endeavouring to ob- 
tain, in a legal and peaceable manner,' the birthright of- every 
Briton, (viz.) an equal Reprefentation of the People in Par- 
liament, nutwithftahding which, numbers daily flock to the 
ftandard of liberty. We are determined, in fjJite of all bafe 
oppofition, to perfevere, as we have begun, in the good caufe, 1 
till we have obtained the defirable end, a redrefs of our grie- 
vances. 

We fincefely think the caufe is of God, and that it 
■would go on without our interference ; but who can ftand by 
an idle fpeftator, and fee our fellow-men ftruggling for us in> 
the caufe of liberty,'and not have fr wife to lend a helping hand' 
in the humane and godlike work ? . 

We ardently and fincerely defi're to’ become inftrumental in 
fo good and great a work,' the caufe of liberty and of all man- 
kind, both prefent and future. 

The grateful thanks of our Society are given to Mr Horne 
Tooke, Major Cartwright, Mr hrlkine, and the reft of the 
members of the Conllitutional Society for Information in Lon- 
don, for their firm and manly fupport and perfevernnee in our 
common caufd of liberty and g6od” will to all mankind, and 
their ftcady purpofe to obtain an cffe£tual Reform in tlie Le- 
giflative Houfe of the People,' the Commons Iioufe of Parlia- 
ment. 

Our Society requefts the favour of your admitting the fol- 
lowing twelve perfons, whole names are fubfcribetl, to be en- 
rolled members of your Society, for the purpofe of correfpond- 
ing with yours and’ every other fimilar iriftitution in the na- 
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fctotij for the bfetter regulating our 'meafures, and receiving Irt- 
ftrudtion. 

Wifliing you all the fuccefe your laudable undertaking de- 
ferves — we are, with fincerity, your Fellow Citizens and 
Friends. 

[The names of the twelve perfons mentioned above, and of 
the perfons to diredt to, are fubjoined.J » 

Draft of a Letter from Mr-Margnrot , to the Conjlitutional So - 
titty at Sheffield. 

lath February 1701, 

Gentleman, 

The London Corrcfponding Society defer anfwering your ■ 
kind letter, until they flitill have been able to afcertain the 
fenfe of the whole Society on the matter. They mean like- 
Wife to confer thereon With all the other Societies in London ; 
and alfo, if poflible, to collect the ideas of the unaffociated, on 
an objedt fo important to us all. I am, 

Gentlemen, 
with eftecm, 

' your fellow labourer, Set. 

Copy of a Letter from the Committee of the Friends of the Peo- 
ple , to the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society ; 

Frith Street„February 15th 1793. 

Sir, 

I am diredted by the Society of the Ftiends of the People, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, dated 1 ft Febru- 
ary 1793. Having pledged ourfelves, by our public aits and 
documents, to ufe every effort in our power for the purpofe 
of obtaining a compleat, fubftantial, and radical Reform of 
the Ueprefentation of the People in Parliament, we nevei can 
be fuppofed to have furrcndcred to any other body of men the 
exercife of our own diferetion, with refpeit both to the plan 
which we deem moll effedlual for the purpofe, and the time 
which we may think moft favourable for offering it to the 
f [ M ]J public j 
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public 4 ; at prefent we thiuk, that to make public our views 
on thefe fubjeCts would be to fumilh arms to our enemies, 
and to- injure the caufe ih which we are engaged. The pe. 
riod, however, is probably not very far diftant when thefe 
particulars will be made known to the public; it is fulficient 
now to exprefs- our confidence that that moment will prove, 
by evidence more fubftantial than profeffiong, that we will 
propofe no plan of Reform, which is fliort of an e fleet ual de- 
flruCtion of ABufes in the Reprefentation of the People, and that 
we have honeftly exerted every faculty we poffefs in chufing 
the time moll favourable to the fuccefs of our plan. 

We have learned, with affliction and indignation, the arbi- 
tary and uncouflitutional interruption of meetings of Citizens, 
peaceably and lawfully aflembled, for the difeuflion and main- 
tenance of their rights. We have ever viewed with utter dif. 
approbation-, both of their principles and proceedings, the af- 
foeiati'ons- who. have been the authors or inllruments of this 
perfection.. Tliei'r principles, we think, are repugnant to 
the free fpirit of the Englilh law ; and their conduit, we think, 
has been as injurious- and oppreflive as the principle of their 
inftitution is unconflitutional and abfurd. But, deeply pene- 
trated as we are with thefe fentiments, we neither polTeffed 
power nor legal competence to interpofe for the protection or 
an individual, fullering even, under the moft unjuft profecu- 
tion. We cannqt, therefore, feel ourfelves blameable for in- 
aftion in cafes of which tlie particulars were never laid before 
us, and in which it might have been perhaps impoffible, and’ 
perhaps improper, for ns to have interfered. 

We do not think it neceflary to make any particular re- 
marks on thofe publications which you have put forth. We 
are not called upon to pronounce any judgment on the publi- 
cations of individuals or focieties ; and however we may la. 
men,t the grievances of' which fome of your publications com- 
plain, onr efforts mull neceflarily be limited to the objeCt of 
an inftitution, the ereation of an organ to fpeak the public 
voice in Legiflation.. 

We cannet help exprefling fome furprize at the information 
that Societies in different parts of the kingdom, who were fe- 
licitous about the nature and extent of our plans of Reform, 

inftead 
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Jnftead of cxpr effing fuch folicitude to ourfelves, fliould have 
chofen the indireit and circuitous channel of any other Socie- 
ty. Had they applied to the Friends of the People* direflly, 
they would affuredly have received every information com- 
patible with the prudence, and with a due regard to the fuc- 
eefs of our common caufe. 

On the fubjeit of your correfpondence with the National 
Convention of France, we freely communicated to you an o- 
pinion in our lad letter. We fee no reafon to change .the 
fentiments which we then expreffed on the prudence and ten- 
dency of that meafure; for. though we not only “ acknow- 
ledge,” but avow with pride, " that to wilh fuccefs to the 
“ caufe of Freedom is congenial to the heart -of a Briton,” yet 
we cannot think that men engaged in fo momentous a caufe 
as that of Parliamentary Reform are entitled to make public 
declarations, even of their mod virtuous fentiment 3 , in any 
manner which may injure that caufe, ferve the purpofes, and 
ft lengthen the pretexts of its enemies. Far be it from us to 
treat with feverity and rigour even thole errors and indifcrc- 
tionsinto which men may be betrayed by a generous zeal for the 
caufe of Freedom 5 but furely it cannot be denied, that the 
•correfpondence of Societies in this country with public bodies 
in France, has furnilhed the molt fpecious pretences to inte- 
refted men, for confounding a virtuous fenfibility to the inte- 
reds of liberty in other countries, with a criminal intention 
to introduce diforder and civil commotion into our own; it 
is chiefly by the help of this pretext that defigning men have 
fo fuccefsfully praflifed on the alarms of the public, and that 
timid honedy lias been rendered die dupe and die indrument 
of corruption. But on this fubjeit all further remark is now 
become unneceffary, as every good citizen mud now feel him- 
felf precluded from all political intercouyfe with France (for 
a period which we earncdly pray may be very Ihort) by a 
war, the principle of which we utterly difapprovc; the inevi- 
table evils ( if which we deeply deplore; and at the pollible 
confequcnccs of which we tremble. 

Among the mod wife and honed Friends of Liberty there 
mud arife frequent differences of opinion and of conduit ; and 
thefe differences, the natural effeit of an independent judge- 
[ M 2 ] ment 



( 9 * ) 

ment and an independent fpirit, are perfc&ly compatible with 
mutual confidence and co-operation. When, indeed, defign. 
ing perfons avail themfelvcs of fuch differences to fow diftruft 
and to infinuate fufpicions againft the charaQcrs and intentions 
of men, it is then only that they become pernicious and inju- 
rious. Againft pradlices which might produce fuch a fpirit 
of difunion and diftruft it is furely almoft unneceffary to warn 
the Friends of Liberty, at a moment when our enemies arefo 
formidable and fo united. They have fucrificed all inferior 
interefts and all former differences to their common intereft 
in perpetuating abnfes and corruptions, l et it not be faid 
that more generous motives have a lefs powerful influence on 
the human mind, arid that the love of liberty is not able to 
produce that union among her friends, which in her enemies 
has arifgp from the moil abjedt and fordid paffions. 

It feems fcarce neceflary to reprefent to the London Cor- 
refponding Society, the peculiar ncceflity of circumfpeftion 
and moderation, at a moment when the moft venial indiferetion 
of the Ftipnds of Reform is remarked with fuch malignant 
watchfulnefs, and converted into an argument againft the 
caufe of Reform itfelf. 

He muft furely either be a fecret enemy, or an unfafe and 
pernicious friend of that caufe, who could prompt you to any 
thing that could be conftrued into indiferetion, or who would 
labour to fow diftruft among the fmall number of thofe who 
now appear in behalf of freedom in England, at aporiod when 
?» perfecutipn is carried Qn againft life Friends of Reform at 
home, and a war is commenced, which in its progrefs may 
combine the arms of England willi thofe of powers engage^ 
ip a crufadc againft the general Liberties of Europe. 

In name and by older of the Committee. 


Draft 
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fir oft of a Letter from the London Cor ref ponding Society , in , 
tended as an anfwer to the foregoing Letter. 

Sir, 

The Committee of the London Correfponding Society have, 
fit prefent, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th of February. 

With pleafure we perceive your Society not unwilling to 
keep up a correfpondcncc with us, yet, at the fame time, we 
are forry that you (hop Id appear to be hurt by the plain 
queftions we put to you in our laft — to alk of you what mea- 
fures you mean to purfue in a matter which concerns us all, 
is certainly no ways calling upon you to furrender up to our 
Society, or even to the public at large, your difcretion — nor 
can wc conceive that a body of men having pledged themfelves 
to the public, can be a fufficient fecurity to that public to re- 
pofe implicit confidence in them, without being made further 
acquainted with the nature and extent of the plan you mean 
to purfuo, in order that we, the people, may, if we approve it, 
co-operate with you — The extent of your propofed Reform, 
We apprehend, is already determined upon, and we can dis- 
cover no advantage likely to refult from its fecrecy — on the 
contrary, if me are to a(k for ourfclves the fame thing which 
our friends mean to alk for us, the latter mud receive their 
inflru&ion from us, or we mud be dire&ed by them — in ei- 
ther cafe there mull be no fecrcts. Wc further concaive, that 
the permcnancy of a Reform mull be founded on the acquief- 
cence of the public, who, after maturely deliberating on every 
thing propofed, lliallhave found your plan the moll ufefuland 
the belt that could poffibly be laid down — The bufinefs we 
are engaged in is of too important a nature to admit of re- 
ferve or difguife. — We will therefore, by the franknefs or 
' our behaviour, lliew ourfelves worthy the friendfhip of a So- 
ciety of lionell men endeavouring to ferve their country, and 
plainly tell you, our country correfpondents did not defire us 
to inquire of you what you meant to do, but fairly alked us 
whether we thought you honclt ? whether we thought you 
meant to ferve a party or the nation ? whether we imagined 

you 
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this manner to us, and blunt as thofe qucflions may appear 
they have nothing in them which can poffible offend you, the 
people having always an undoubted right to feminize the 
charafter and principles of thorn who call themfelves their 
Friends, and as fuch avow an intention of ’bringing forward 
meafures in which we are all fo deeply iuterefted. — As to the 
furn idling our enemies with arms by a difclofure of our in. 
tention, we cannot conceive that demands founded on Confti- 
tutjontd rights can. Ioffe any of their force by being made pub. 
lie. Reafon, (vires acquirit eundo) to triumph requires only 
to be known ; and as none of the people’s demands are found- 
ed on fallacy, to take the enemy by furprize would be un- 
worthy of the public champions, and, moreover, pcrfeflly 
n'eedlcfs, when truth and reafon mull unavoidably bear down 
all before them without the affillance of guile. 

Under the idea that where you fay, " You neither poffeffed 
« power nor legal competence to interfere for the protcdljon 
“ of an individual, fuffering under the moll unjult profecution,” 
you allude to the cafe of pur bill flicker : We mull beg to 
let you right, and to inform you we never, ns a Society, fought 
the interference of any body of men ; on the contrary, we are 
firmly perfuaded, however hard fuch cafes may bear upon in, 
dividuals, they will eventually prove of fervice to the public, 
nothing having a greater tendency towards roufing the coun- 
try from its too prevalent apathy with regard to ftretch of 
prerogative and abufe of pptver. 

As to our Addrefs to the French National Convention^ we 
imagine it bell to fay no more about it at prefent, only that if 
it has furniflied pretexts to deligning men, it has only faved 
them the trouble of feeking excufes clfewhere ; but fuch men, 
even without our aid, would have been at no lofs; at the fame 
time, we are apt to believe the plan for war, if conceived be. 
fore then, was by no means accelerated thereby— intended- as 
preventatives, t Addrefles might have been cffefiual if they 
had been more generally adopted ; the only fault therein, that, 
by a miflakeu idea, the Addreffers gave credit to the nation 
for a greater degree of energy than it really pofieffed. Wc 
agreo with you that unity of fentiment was no way incom- 
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patible with diverfity of opinion, and that the latter is natu- 
ral to independent minds ; with the fame objcdt in view, their 
mode of purfuing it will undoubtedly differ ; — with caution, 
therefore, we will watch over thofe who wifli to fow the feeds 
of unneceffary didrud among us, and will, at the fame time, 
take good care that the dodrine of implicit confidence may 
not gain ground among us. Full as much as yourfelves we 
plead the necellity of union among the Friends of Liberty, but 
lament that it is prevented, or at lead retarded, in many in- 
llances, by the fame thing that promotes it among the enemies 
of Reform, namely, intered ; with them all their iateftd is 
for the continuation of abufes, while to fome of us a Reform 
muff be attended with pecuniary lofs, and many others would 
lofe, their employ, their daily bread, were it known they took 
an a&tve part : — Thus the fame motive, affuming on one fide- 
the appearance of a virtue, gives emulation to bad men ; and 
on the other, in its vileft but moll natural form, (lays the 
progrefs of thofe who, with the bed intentions, labour to fave 
their country. 

We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining 
us moderation and difcrction at this critical moment, when 
every imprudence in the advocate is liable to be rendered pre- 
judicial to the caufe itfelf. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Corrcf ponding Society, to 
the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield. 

4th March 1793. 

The London Correfponding Society have at prcfjnt to 
acknowledge your lad, and to anfiycr more fully your pre- 
ceding letter. 

With regard to petitioning Parliament, sue are unanimous in 
the opinion, that fuels a petition will not produce a Reform; yet, 
fiom many confi derations, we arc now perf nailed, that if ess try 
Society in the ifland will fend forward a petition, we Jlsall ulti- 
mately gam ground t for as much as it will force the prefent 
members of the Senate to repeatedly difeufs the fubjcEl, and their 
deliberations. 
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deliberations, printed in the different news-papers, will n soft 
naturally awaken the public mind towards the objeft of ouf 
purfuit ; the nation, once informed that a Reform in Parlia- 
ment is fought for from different quarters, gives rife to de- 
bates in the Houfe of Commons, and is acknowledged by evea 
ry rank to be wanting, will begin to exercife their own rea-i 
fon on the fubjedt ; arrived at that period, we prefume our bu- 
fmefs will be nearly accowplijbed . 

Let us clofely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; let e- 
Very Society petition feparately ; let every week furnilh a 
fre(h$etition, and afford a frefli debate ; — we feek to open the 
eyes of the public ; petitions on our part, and reje&ions on 
the part of the Miniflry, will cffettually do it. We therefore 
highly approve of your idea, and will ourfelves follow it up, 
and recommend it to all the other Societies we correfpond 
with ; and withal, we recommend to you that no time be loft 
in fp doing. 

■ With you we lariient the evils of an imprudent and incon. 
fiderate war, a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement 
of private ends, than carefully deprecated from confiderations 
of public good — a conteft unfavourable to this country, whe. 
ther either France or defpotifm gain the upper hand. We 
join with you in gratitude to tliofe worthy members of either 
Houfe who have endeavoured to avert this national calamity, 

to whom we have likewife returned our public thanks and 

we remain with'fincerity and affe&ion, 

Your friends and fellow labourers. 


Copy oj a Letter from the United Societies at Norwich, to the 
Society Jor Conjlitutional Information. 

United Political Societies of Norwich, 5th March 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

It is with peculiar fatisfaflion wc are favoured with your 
correfpondence, not merely lecaufe you are to, although you art 
better fitted to diff'ufc knowledge, but bccaufe you are embarked 
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in the fame magnanimous caufe, which demands with alacrity 
(he attention of every individual, and it is with the utmoft 
regret we ice fo many, either from ignorance or fomething 
worfe, who are inimical to their own intereft, for nothing con- 
tributes fo much to fupport the oppreffor as the ignorance of 
the opprcffed, for: which purpofe the flood-gates have been o- 
pened gradually, till by degrees tire, ftreame of corruption have 
nearly overflowed the land, fuch as bounty afts, borrowing 
qualification and feptennial afts, befides Handing armies, ex-, 
fife and tything laws, with various other’s too painful for re- 
flexion, without credit to the framers thereof, aiul Without 
advantage to fociety. We do not prefume to recapitulate thefe 
abufes fot yotir information,- but being experimentally ac- 
qainted with them, we wiih to find out a method bf redrefs. 
hi prefenl we fee a great propriety in Univerjal Suffrage and 
Annual KL Elions, but we beg you will be obliging enough to. 
inform us of what you have colle&ed of the fenfe of the Peo- 
ple by your corrcfpondents. — We have to inforih you f that 
bur worthy Cor ref ponding Societies of London have recently fib - 
hotted three Prapofitions for our invejligation : Pirjl, Whether 
a Petition to Parliament , or an Addrefs to the King ; or a Con-' 
vention. 

Permit its briefly to flate our views for your revifal ) and. 
with refpeft to the firfl, we behold we ate a conquered people ; 
we have tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and refinance 
in the prefent eifeumflanees is vain ; We cannot, we eannotf 
aft the man, and as ncccflity have no law, we' think ourfelves 
under that degrading ncceffity to flate our grievances to the 
Eoufe bj Commons, with a requefl for redrefs; and Jhould they 
refife to grant our tcafonable petition, we have fill got (no 
thanks to them) a formidable engine, that will convey the in- 
full to the temotefl parts of the kingdom As to tiro propriety 
of the fecond, we wifli to fubmit to your fupfcrior judgment* 
and flrould efteem it a favour to be informed of the refult, foe 
at prefent we are dubious, of its good confequences . La-ftly, A- 
Convention, and oh ! that the period were arrived; but in the- 
prelent flate of affairs, alas! it is imprafticable; yet this is the 
objeB we purfue , and- efteem any other means only in fubordhr 
t [ N ] nation 
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nation to, and as having a tendency to accomplice that defirable 
end. 

We wifti to be in unifart with our brethren and fellow la. 
bourers, and Aiould be glad of any itiformation as foon as it is 
convenient, and we beg your advice- whether it is neceflary, as 
foon as polfible to- colleiif gnat ores to a petition for a real Re. 
presentation of the People, and by whom to prefent it; whether 
Mr Coke, Mr Burch, or any of the Friends of the People; 
and whether it is attended with any expence — Our members 
are both inimical to the bnfinefs. 

We can give you no' accurate fiatement of the Reprefenta-' 
tion in our neighbourhood, only obfcrve it is equally farcical 
Here as elfewhore. To conclude with for all favours 
received, wifhing you* and fuccefs, and may Heaven 

avert We fobforibe ourfetves, Gentlemen,, 

^ovrr 

^ ( ' V Obliged humble ferVant, 

(Signed) * . 

' Note. Pleafe- to direfl? to — — St Mary’s Church, 

Mr — being no longer our Secretary. — We have between 

30 and 40 feparate Societies in Norwich, befides many in the 
country villages .' — 

Copy of a. Setter from the Secretary of the Society for Confi- 
tutional Information at Birmingham, to the Secretary of the 
'• 'Society for Con/litutional Information at London. 

Birmingham, March 25th *793. 
Sir, 

At the reqiteft of the Society for Conflitutional Informa, 
tion, “I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter, where, 
by- at appears that your Society have aoceded to our requell, 
by elefting the perfons (whofip names you were fumilhed- 
with) as affociated members in your Society, for which we 
beg you to accept our united thanks, and beft wiflies that 
your Society may go on to accumulate a mafs of true Patriots, 

whofe 
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whofe principles may not be fubverted by intereft, or con- 
quered by fear. 

This Society offers with gratitude their thanks and com- 
mendations to , ,, Efq; for the prefent ac- 

companying your letter, but more particularly for his zeal in 
the caufe of Freedom, which cannot be promoted but by the 
free ufe of the prefs, which we truft will never be reftrained 
from Britons. Another letter accompanies this, containing a 
few particulars, which we doubt not you will perufe with 
pleafure. Will write you further on that fubjeft fhortly. 

J am, & c. 

r*r — r r. Sec. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conflitutional Socie- 
ty at Sheffield, to the Secretary of the London Qorrefponding 
Society. 

. Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conflitutional Society, 
April 17 th 1793. 

Sir, 

I am defij-ed by the Committee to.inclofe you a printed co- 
py of the Petition agreed on by the inhabitants here, to be 
prefented to the Houfe of Commons, for a Reform in Parlia- 
ment, and the Addrefs accompanying the fame. Upwards of 
five thou f and fignatures are already affixed to it, and we have 
po doubt there will be at leaft ap many more. 

I am, with great refpeft, 

Sir, 

Your moil obedient fervant. 


Secretary to the Conflitutional Society. 
To the Secretary of the Cor- 
refponding Society, London. 

P. S. Having no direction to the Conflitutional Whigs, In- 
dependents, and Friends of the People, and being defired by 
[Nt] them 
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■them to convey future favours through the fame channel #s 
“ the laft.” which was by your means, beg you -will fend the 
other letter, which comes dire fled to you by fame poll, to Mr 
■■ ■ ■ , Seoretary of faid .Society. 


Copy of a Letter from tie Secretary of the Society for Conjli. 

■tutiona'l Information , 'tb the Secretary of the United, Political 

Socities at' Norwich. 

ifth April 179’. 

Sir, 

Wc have to acknowledge, with great fatisfaflion, the letter 
whiph you favoured us with, dated the 5th ir.ftant, relative to 
the to oft defiwble of all Other objefts, the Reform of a I’arlis- 
ffteatwy R.epi'fiCentatioa. The honour you do us, in fuppo. 
fing that we are better fitted than yourfclves for the promo- 
tion of political knowledge we mull tjifclaim, bccanfe we ob- 
.ferve with the greateft pleafure, that our. country coricipon- 
dents have too much seal and information to want fuccefs in 
their public endeayours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at 
Manchefter, or elfewhere throughout the nation. In our fin- 
eerily for the good of our country, we truft that we arc all 
etjual, and ?s fuch we doubt not of 'our ultimate fuccefs. 

Wc feej with forxow, the exifter.ee of thofe evils which yop 
fo juftly reprefent as the ftreams of corruption, ovcrlidwing 
this' once free and profpero.us country. Wc fee, with i’urprize 
and abhorrence, that men arc to be found both able and wil- 
ling to fupport thofe corruptions. It is however no fmall 
confolation to find that dthers are not wanting, in every point 
of the nation, of an oppofite eharadlcr, who are reac.y to re- 
medy, by all laudable and honourable means, the deiedt in our 
JftBpiefcn.tatian, the ufurped extenfion of the duration of Par- 
liaments, and other grievances, fuch as you notice in your 
letter. 

That the Conftjtution of England has no more of that cha- 
racter it once pofftlfed ; that the fuppofed Democracy of the 
country has become a matter of property and privilege ; and 

that 
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tlmt we have therefore no longer that mixt Government 
which our adverfaries are praifing, when they know it is no 
longer in our poffeffion, arc farts notorious and indifputablc. 
Where then are we to look for the remedy? To that Parlia- 
ment of which we complain, to the Executive Power which 
16 implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated, in that Parliament; or 
to ourfelycs, reprefented in fome meeting of Delegates for the 
px ten live purpole of Reform, which we fuppofc you under- 
stand by -the term Convention, 

It is the end of each of thefe Propoficions that we ought to 
Jook to ; and as fuccefs iu a good caufe mull be the effert of 
perfeverance, and the rifing reafon of the time, let us deter, 
tuine with coolnefs, but let us perfeyere with decilion. As to 
a Convention, we regard it as a plan the moll deiirable and 
inoft prarticable, fo foon as the great body of the people lhall 
be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the at- 
tempt. 

Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the moment is 
arrived for that purpofe — As to any petition to the crown, we 
believe it hopdefs in its confequences — With refpedt to the 
laft of your propofals, we are at a lofs to advife. Jf the e- 
vent is looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that 
body to whom this petition is to be addreffed, which of us can 
look to it without the profpeft of an abfolute negative ? In 
this point of view therefore it cannot require a moment’s con- 
fi deration. But if we regard the policy of fuch a petition, it 
may, in our apprehenfion, be well worth gonfidering as a warn- 
ing voice to our prefent Legiflators, and as a fignal for imita- 
tion to the majority of the People. Should fuch a plan be vi- 
goroufly and generally purfued, it would hold out a certainty 
to our fellow countrymen that we are not a handful of indivi- 
duals unworthy of attention or confederation, who defire the 
reftoration of the ancient Liberties of England ; but, on the 
contrary, it might bring into light that boll of well-meaning 
men, who, in the different towns and counties of this realm, 
are filently but ferioufly anxious for Reformation in the Go- 
vernment. 

We exhort you, with anxiety, to purfue your laudable en- 
deavours 
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deavours for tlic common good, and nevpr to delpair of the 
publip caufc. 

W <f are. See. 

Signed by Order, in the name of the 
Society for Conilitutional Information. 

— , Secretary. 

popy of a printed Letter from the Conjlitutional Society at Sbefi. 
field, to the Secretary of the London Corre/ponding Society. 

Committee Room of the Conilitutional Society, Sheffield, 
April 24th, 1793^ 

Sir, 

I am defired by the Committee of this Society to tranfmit 
you the annexed Refolutions, and to alk the opinion of your 
Society whether it may not be expedient for all the Societies 
in Great Britain to adopt fimilar refolutions, and to fix on a 
Hated time to follow thpm up with petitions or remonftrances, 
or both, againfl the prefent impolitic and ruinous war.-*. 
We think a meafure of this kind, coming from fo many quar- 
ters of the kingdom at the fame time, would not fail of ha- 
ving great weight; and the prefent lamentable Hate of thp 
country demands that fomething effedtual fliould be adopted 
towards its relief. 

Requefling as fpeedy an anfwer as poffible, I remain, with 
the greateft refpeSt, Sir, 

Your mod obedient fervant. 


PEACE. 

At a General Meeting of the Conilitutional Society of Shef- 
field, held os Friday the lath of April 1773. 

— — in the chair. 

Refolved, That Peace is the bleffing, and War the curije 
and fpourge of nations; and that the prefent war is 1 de- 
ft rudlive 
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Aructive of the happinefs, commerce, and liberties of this 
country; that our manufacturers and merchants already de- 
plore its wretched e (lefts ; and that nothing lhort of an imme- 
diate Peace can fave this country from ruin. 

Refolved, That as the motives alledged by the Executive 
MAGISTRATE for conducing war againft the Republic of 
France no longer exiff, we deem it improper that a defenfive 
fliould be converted into an offenfive war, and mull eventually 
exhauft the revenues, and fpill the blood of our countrymen. 

Refolved, That no provocatives or manifeftoes of the French 
warrant us, during this unexampled crifis of public and do- 
meftic dangers, in the profecution of an offenfive war, which 
is now becoming, we dread, the war of Kings, and not of their 
fubje&s. 

Refolved, That notwithflanding any previous infults we 
jnay have offered to the Republic of France, it does not be- 
hove the character of a generous Government to purftie with 
vengeance thofe they hate and have injured. 

Refolved, That as our Ally is by public authority declared 
to be no longer in danger, as her towns are repaired and gar- 
rifoned ; and as the re-conquelt of Belgic provinces form a po- 
tent barrier to any prefent projects of invafion on the part of 
the French, it is our opinion that the Britilh troops ought to 
he recalled. 

Refolved, That as an alliance with the kingdom of France 
was confidered by William Pit as of the greateft importance 
to the commerce and happinefs of this country, it is the opi- 
nion of this Society that it ought to be renewed with the Re- 
public of France, more efpecially to prevent the ambitious 
views of thofe confedf rate Defpots who, at Pilnitz and Pavia, 
agree to ihare the remnant of Poland, the Spoil of France, and 
of European Turkey. 

Chairman'. 


Copy 



( *°4 > 

Copy of a Letter from- the Secretary of the Conflitutional Satie* 
ty at Sheffield,, to: the Secretary of the Correfponditig Society 
in London. 

Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conflitutional So- 
ciety, May 3d 1793. 

Sir, 

I am defired By the Committee to acknowledge the receipt 
bt your lad favour, and to thank you for the fame. You will 
fee by this, copies of the petitions which we fent you-, that we 
have taken the ftep you fo warmly' recommend, and which in- 
deed you might well fuppofe, after our circular letter on the 
fubjeft, we ought not Co omit doing. We did it as the aft*, 1 
not of the Society alone, but of the whole town and neigh* 
bourhood. There were nearly ten thoufand fignaturcs to it.' 

We have fent you herewith feveral copies of the refolutionff 
we have 1 entered into againft the iter, which- we beg you will 
diftribute in fuch manner as yotr lhall think bell for the pur* 
pofe intended, and let us know, as toon, as poffible, bow yoii 
approve them. 

The direction you fent before is: ad good a one as you sail 

have, to Mr , at , Sheffield. By order, and in' 

the name of the 1 Committee, I am, Sir, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Secretary to- the Ccmfti rational Society, 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correfponditig Society ta the 
Secretary of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 

London, May I’jth 1793. 

Sir, 

The London Correfponding Society eagerly feize the oppor- 
tunity of Mr going back to Edinburgh, to requeft of 

your Society a renewal of correfpondence, and a more inti- 
mate co-operation in that which both Societies alike feek, viz. 
a Reform in the Parliamentary Reprefentation, We are very 

fenfible 
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fendble that no Society can by itfelf bring about that defirablar 
end ; let us therefore unite as much as poffible, not only with 
each other hut with every other Society throughout the nation. 
Our Petitions, you will have learned, have been all of them 
unfuccefsful ; our attention mufl now therefore be turned to fame 
more effe Steal means. — From your Society we would willingly 
learn them, and you, on your part, may depend upon our adopt- 
ing the firmed meafures, provided they are Conditutional j 
and we hope the country will not be behindhand with us. 

This war has already opened the eyes of many, and fhonld 
it continue much longer, there is no anfwering for its effefts 
on the mind of the people. 

Our Society has met with much perfecutidn, neverthclefs 
we go on increafing in number and political knowledge. 
Wifliing you and our caufe all fuccefs, we remain mod cor- 
tjially> Sir, 

For the London Correfponding Society, 

Your friends and fellow labourers 

• ■ -, Chairman. 

To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Friends of the Peo* 
pie at Edinburgh to the Secretary of the London Correfpond * 
ing Society. 

Mr did me the pleafure to call on Thurfday af- 

ternoon, and delivered your letter of the r 7 «la current. I am 
iriuch pleafed with the contents of it, and (hall lay it before 
the firfl meeting of our Societies here, which however does 
hot take place till Monday fevennight. 1 would have acknow- 
ledged the receipt of your favour by yederday’s poll, but was 
too much employed in removing our houfehold to another 
lodging to attend to any thing che. 

If either you in England or we in Scotland fliould attempt 
feparately the Reform which vve, 1 trud, feek to obtain, we 
flionld by fo doing only expofe our weaknefs, and manifed our 
ignorance of the corruption which oppofes our important un- 
• f [ 0 ] dertaking 
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dertaking. If we fought only the extirpation of one fet 0 f 
intcrefted men from the management of national affairs, that 
place might be given to another fet, -without affeEling the -vitals 
of thc fyjlem ad-verfe to Reform. Thefe might he eafily ac- 
complished ; but to cut up deep and wide-rooted prejudices,' 
to give effectual energy to the dictates of truth in favour of 
public virtue and national profperity, in oppofition tofelfand 
all its intereftcd habits, and to withftand and overawe the 
final efforts of the powers of darkncfs, is the work of the 
•whole and not Of a part, a work to which mankind, till this 
awful period, were never adequate, beeaufe never till now dif. 
pofed to fraternize, not merely, or only, 1 trufl, from the fenfe 
of 'the common danger to which we are expofcd, hut from the 
ennobling principle of vnvoerfal benevolence. 

I know no greater Service that I can do to my Country 
than to promote the union you fo wifely defire ; and I am 
happy to affure you, that I have hitherto difcovered no Senti- 
ment in our affectation adverfe to the mflft intimate and bro. 
thefly union with the affociations in England. 

I think the minds of all muft, in the nature of things, be 
now turned to more ejfellual means of Reform. Not one per. 
fon was convinced of the neceffity of it by the moft convin- 
cing arguments of reafon, together with the moft unequivocal 
expreflions of univerfal defire. What then is to be hoped for 
from repetition I am only afraid, that the bow in England a- 
gainft Reform was fo contracted that in returning it may 
break. You would willingly learn, you fay, from us.ii I 
own that we ought to be forward in this. We have, at once, 
in great wifdom, perjcEled our plan of Organization ; and if we 
were in the fume independent flate of mind as the people of Eng- 
land, we would be able to take the lead. The affociations 
with you are no more I fear — cxeufe my freedom — than an 
Ariflocracy for the good of the people. They are indeed 
moderate, firm, and virtuous, and better cannot be ; but we 
are the people thcmfclves, and we are the firft to fhew that 
the people can both judge and refolve, if undirected by faCtion, 
with both wifdom and moderation. 

I have not a higher wifh, in the prefent exertions for Re- 
form, 
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form, than to fee the people univerfally and regularly officiated y 
becaufe I am perfuaded that the prefent difaflrous engage- 
pients will iflue in ruin, and the people .then tnujl provide for 
themfelves ; and it would be unhappy, when we /honld he ready 
to a£i with unanimity , to he occupied about Organization, with, 
out which however anarchy tnujl enfue . We will no.t need but 
to be prepared for the event, to “ Hand and fee the falvation 
“ of the Lord.” Let us therefore take the hint given us bjr 
our oppofers ; let us begin in earnejl to make up our minds 
rehitive to the extent of Reform which we ought to feck; he pre- 
pared to juitify it, and to controvert objetlions} let us model 
the whole in the public mind ; let us provide every ftake and 
Hay of the tabernacle which we would erefl, fo that when the 
tahe. nacles of opprejjion in the Palaces of ambition are broken 
down, under the madnefs and folly of their fupporters, we 
may then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay, ere (l at 
once pur tabernacle of righteoufnefs. And may the Lord him- 
felf be in it. 

How hurtful to the feelings of a refle&ing mind to look 
back to the wretched Hate in which the Roman Monarchy, 
enfeebled and broken by its own corruptions, left the nations 
which it had fubjedted, like “ llicep without a fitepherd” they 
foon became a prey to every invader, becaufe there was none 
to gather and unite them. Had they, forefeeing the evil, af- 
fociated for mutual defence, no robber would have been able to 
enflave them ; they would have given laws to all parties as 
well as to themfelves ; all feparate colonics and nations would 
have fought their alliance ; but not having virtue to aflbei- 
atc, and heal the divilions, and root out the felfilh fpirit, 
which ambition foftcring governments procure to their fub- 
jedls, they fell under oppreffions, from under whofe iron 
feeptre they have never yet been able to deliver themfelves. 

We may fuppofe an eveut which we deprecate; nay, fhould 
we not be prepared for every poflible iffue of the prefent un- 
precedented divifions of mankind, we have a right to be ap- 
prehenfive of the abilities of our own managers, who are fo 
afraid to depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they 
may be inadequate to the talk of preferving the veflel from 
[0 a] fliipwreck, 
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lhipwreck, now grappling with danger, not only great, bat 
new and uncomftion. If the prefen I Miniltry fail, who after 
them {hall be trufted ; it requires little penetration to fee the 
anarchy and difcord which will follow ; it will be fuch that 
nothing Jhort of a general union among the people themfelws will 
he able to heal ; hafic, therefore, to affociate, at lead to be ready 
to affociate. If then, fuch a broken .{late of things ihould take 
place, the civil broils that would nceeffarily enfue would foon 
fubfide before the united irreCtlible voice of the whole. Do 
not, I intreat you, hefitate, thinking fuch ■> work premature ds 
yet ; but a month , and then it may be too late. A malignant 
party may be already formed, and only waiting i«.r the halt- 
ing of the prefent managers it will then be too late to feek 
to fubjeft to deliberation, after a party has dared the aft of 
rebellion. If you go no farther than fepnr. tc meetings in dif- 
ferent towns, we will not be able to confide in your confraternity', 
becaufe, while in fuch fiate, you may be but the tools of a fac- 
tion. We could have all confidence, and unite with all affec- 
tion, in one ajfembly of Cowmiffioners, from all countries of the' 
world, if we knew they were chofen by the unbiaffed voice of 
the people, becaufe they would come up with the fame difin- 
terefled views and defires as ourfelves having all agreed to a 
common centre of union and interefl ; but we could not confide 
in fellow-citizens who kept aloof from fuch union, and would 
not previonfly affiliate in one great and indivifible family. 

In troubling you with fo long an cpillle I have at Jeafl 
ffiewn my inclination to coirefpond. I have alfo hinted at 
things which appear to me the prefent fubjc£b of confidera- 
tion, becaufe I am defirous of your opinion upon them. I 
have poffibly wrote with too much freedom, but you will 
place it to account of zeal in the caufe, and on this fcore dif- 
charge my defign, which is difinteretted and philanthropic. 

With fincere efteem and affe&ion, 

I am. Sir, 

Your wellwilher, 

W. SKTRVING, Sec. 

Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretory of the Confiitutional Society 
at Leeds, to the Secretory of the London Corref pointing Society. 

Delegate meeting of the Conftitutional Society. 

Leeds, May 30th 1793, 

Sir, 

By reqiieft of the Sheffield Society, and having received 
directions from them for the purpofe of correfponding with 
all the Societies in England and Scotland-. 

We the members of the Leeds Conftitutional Society, in or- 
der to obtain the deft red end of Parliamentary Reform, defire 
fraternal communication with the Correfponding Society in 
London. 

We fljall be glad of any information or inftru&ion in your 
power on all occafions, and hope you will find the Leeds So- 
ciety always faithful to the intcrefts of the people; and though 
they are but few, not exceeding Two Huudicd, they are men, 
and are determined to exert their utmoft, in order to iuftrudt 
their neighbours in their common filtered. 

With this we fend you a copy of our Addrcfs and Declara- 
tion, and iliall ever acknowledge all favours from you. 

Williing the caufe of Freedom, in which we have embarked, 
pvesy degree of fuccefs. 

I remain, in the name, and by 
Order of the Society, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Confiitutional So- 
ciety at Leeds, to the Secretary oj the Society for Conflitution- 
al Information. 

Delegate meeting of the Conftitutional Society. 

Leeds, May 28th 1793. 
Sir, 

By requeft of the Sheffield Society, that the Leeds Confli- 
tutional Society would correfpond with all the Societies in 
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Great Britain and Scotland, and receive directions from them 
for that purpole. 

We, the members of the Leeds Conftitutional Society, beg 
leave to addrefs thefe few lines to you, hoping that your pa- 
ternal affe&ion for your fellow mortals, of whatever defcrip. 
tion, may induce you to admit to fraternization a few poor 
mechanics, friends of liberty, but enemies to anarchy. Arif, 
tocratic tyranny and Democratic ignorance, feem to pervade 
and overawe the town of Leeds to that amazing degree, that 
in the general, we are beheld more like monflers than the 
-Friends of the People, and I belieye that thefe fix months paft 
the ignorant part of the people (through the infinuations of the 
Ariftocracy and the Priefts) have expeCted us to fall on them 
and dellroy them ; but fince the I ith of April lad, the time 
we had the opportunity of publifhing our Addrefs and Decla- 
ration, and our fteady and uniform conduit, the people begin 
to behold us with new eyes, and we begin to incrcafe in our 
numbers, and we hope, ere long, the perfons they took for 
their greateft enemies will be looked on as their beft 
friends. 

W e have herewith fent you a copy of our Addrefs and De- 
claration, and lliall be glad if you think it worth your notice 
to correfpond with a company of poor mechanics. Wc (ball 
ever gratefully acknowledge all favours. 

Our numbers amount to near two thoufand, and we con. 
Itantly keep increafing, and, in general, are very regular in 
their conduit ; but though through predominancy of the A- 
riftocraey they have been overawed, that they fcarce durll 
tell their neighbours they were their friends ; but 1 hope the 
clouds are difperfing, and the glorious fun of Liberty is ap- 
proaching to its meridian. 

I remain, in the name, and by 
Order of the Society, 

Sir, Yours, &c. 


\ 


Secretary of the Conftitutional 
Society, Leeds. 
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Draft of a Letter from the London Cor re [ponding Society, to the 
Secretary of the Conflitutional Society at Birmingham. 

Sir, ioth June 1793. 

It is with Angular fatisfa&ion the Committee of the London 
Correfponding Society received your letter ; they are very 
glad to fee the fpirit of Freedom fpringing up in Birmingham, 
and they make no doubt but that the zeal of your Society, 
and the encreafe of your numbers, will foon do away the ftig- 
pia thrown on your town by the unjuftifiable behaviour of a 
Church and King mob. We are entirely of your opinion with 
regard to the neceility of a general union ; and wc believe, as 
you do, that when once the country Jhall have fo united, the Ne- 
ws of the day will be forced to yield to thejufi demand of a long 
and fore opprejfed people. 

With pleafure wc accept your proffered correfpondence, 
and earneftly beg of you, to let us hear from your Society by 
every opportunity. We wifli likewife you would point out 
to us fame fafe mode of conveyance for fuch informations and 
publications as we may think neceffary to be tranfmitted to 
you. The pod we no ways rely on, as many of our letters 
have already been intercepted. 

If any of the members of your Society fliould have occalion 
to vifit this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come 
without a letter from you, and that while they flay here they 
will frequently ajjifl at the meetings of our feveral divifions, 
and by thus officiating commence an union which we hope foon to 
fee fpread itfelf all over Britain. 

We will not enter into a detail of our grievances ; we are 
equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly con- 
vinced that nothing (hort of Annual Parliaments and Univer- 
fal Suffrage, can rcftorc to us that degree of civil liberty we 
are juftly entitled to, 8tc. &c. 


Copy 


To , Secretary to the 

Birmingham Society for 
Conflitutional Information. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, to the 
Secretary of the London Corrcfponding Society. Received itfli 
June 1793. Anfwertd 25th July 1793. 

The Political Societies of Norwich. 

Sir, 

I lately received your letter from Mr , dated April 

22d which, through multiplicity of bufinefs, we have omitted 
to arifwer — hope you will excufe the delay. We .ilfo received 
your friendly letter, prior to that, wherein you fated three pro . 
poftions; Firfi, a petition to his Majejly, or to Parliament, ora 
National Convention, and ordered one of our Committee to an * 
Jyter it i—fhould be glid if you will inform me whether it was 
attended to I gave my opinion on the fubjeEl to the ConJHtu. 
tionnl Society of London, and found their ideas congenial to my 
own viz.. an addrefs to the King— futile ; a petition to Parlia. 
inent (as a conquered people) — tolerable; a National Convention 
(if circumjlances admitted) — heft of all. To what an alarming 
crifis are we arrived — the junto is formed and eflabliflied,— 
the People become a prey, and (to adopt the phrafe of an Hi. 
bernian apoftate) are treated as the fwinifli multitude, except 
the privilege of fattening. Wars mild commence at the ca- 
price of individuals; people torn from their houfes to be but- 
chered ; windmills muft be attacked at the rilk of being car- 
ried over and dalhed to attorns; the nation drainod of its fub- 
fiance to fupport a league, &c. &c. &c. Many epithets may 
“with great propriety be applied, excepting fuch as Fox, She- 
ridan, Grey, Erfkine, Lanfdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, 
Prieftly, Tooke, Wharton, Macleod, Barlow, Mackintolh, 
Cooper, befides many who have fuffered under the Iron Hand 
of &c. and when the People have complained, and humbly re-, 
fuelled a removal of abufes, they have been treated with in- 
tuit. Alas ! where is the majefty of the People ? An indif- 
ferent obferver would fuppofe it to centre in Stars aiid Gar- 
ters, Ribbons and coftly Apparel, Palaces, Coaches and Hor- 
fes, with all the trumpery of puerile amufement ; — and were 
it not for their accurfed conferences, we could bear with it; 
— but when we confider how mafiy fweat and toil and flarve 

to 
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to i'll fport It, how can we be perfuaded but that there is a con- 
trivance between the land owners and the merchant to hold the 
people in vriflalage | for they eat up the people as they eat 
bread j — tile influence of the Ariftocracy and Hierarchy is be- 
come very alarming, for they have abforbed and fwallowedtip 
the People; but a rumour is fpread from the South, and it is 
terrible to tyrants, — it flings their mind, — it galls their flelli- 
and, like Palhur; are a terror td themfelves left the People 
Ihould aflert their rights. 

Yours, &e. 


Copy of n Letter from the Hertfordflnre Society to the Secretary 
of the London Corrcfponding Society. 


Hertford, July 5th 1793: 


Sir; 

Owing to fome miftake in the pbfl, your letter did not ar- 
rive till after the meeting of the Hertfordfhire Society in A- 
pril laft had taken place, 1 therefore had not an opportunity 
of laying it before the Society till their General Meeting 
Of Monday laft. I dm directed by the Society to acknowledge 
the receipt of yoUr favour, and to affufe you, that they (Hall 
Be happy to co-operate with the London Corrcfponding Socie- 
ty for the attainment of the Common objeft of Parliamentary 
Reform; fo far as the views of the two Societies are compa- 
tible; with regard to the rights of Univerfal Suffrage and An- 
nual Parliaments, we do not pledge ourfelves to demand them. 
Without however entering into reafoning on the fubjeft, which 
would admit of much more difeuflion than the limits of a let- 
ter would allow, they are convinced that the common objeft 
of the tWo Societies is the fame, and that the mode in which 
they both wifti to obtain that objeft is the fame alfo, by Con- 
ftitutional means ; they will therefore be happy in receiving 
any communication from the London Correfponding Society. 
Perfeveranee and union are the means by which Parliamenta- 
ry Reform muft be obtained. They lllall not, they truft, be 
f [ P J found 
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found deficient in the one, and are at all times difpofed to cul- 
tivate the other. 

I have the honour to be. 

Your obedient humble Servant, 
, Secretary. 

All Letters to the Society are to be addrcffed to . f 

Hertford. 


Copy of a Letter from fewkjlury, to the Secretary of the Lon- 
don Corr ef ponding Society. 


July 6th 1793. • 


Fellow Citizen, 

Am commiffioned by the EJociety, as being Secretary, to 
thank you for your favour of the letter and pamphlets — they 
are happy to find the exiftence of fuch aflociations as yours, 
for the attainment of fo laudable a purpofe as that of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, and hope to fee them more general through- 
out the kingdom — they think it high time for the people in 
this country to look into things, and keep a ftri&er watch o- 
ver their rights and liberties than they have hitherto, left they 
fliould be undermined, efpecially when abufes fo glaring are 
perpetually ftaring them in the face, which the moll prejudi- 
ced and iuterefted will not but allow. 

As you wilbed to be informed refpedting our Society, Ihall 
give you a concife view of it. We call it the Society for Po- 
litical and Moral Information — we have a fet of articles for 
the conducting of it — Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for 

the propofing of books, and fettling the Secretary’s accounts 

we take in a periodical work called the Patriot, and a town 
and country news-paper. 

We have no correfpondence with, any Society ; but would 
gladly, were it not for the prejudice that prevails, which to 
be fure has in fome meafure fubfided, and the fmallnefs of our 
number ; but however We Ihall be glad to receive a line from 
you when any thing particular occurs. — The burning of Tho- 
mas Paine’s effigy, together with the blejjid cffefls of the pre- 
fent war, has done more. good to the caufe than the mod lub- 

.ftantial 
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flantlal arguments ; ’tis amazing the increafe of friends to li- 
berty, and the fpirit of enquiry that is gone abroad ; fcarcely 
an old woman but is talking of politics. We have made the 
heft ufe of your pamphlets. The Society defire their re- 
fpefts and good willies for your health, including my own, 
and remain, 

Your fellow citizen, and 

Co-operator in the glorious 
Caufe of Liberty, 


Copy of a Letter from tie Secretary of the Coiiflitutional Socie- 
ty at Leeds, to the Secretary of the Society for Conjlkutional 
Information. 

Sir, 

I am defired by the Committee of this Society to tranfmit 
you the annexed Refolutions, and hope you will receive the 
fame as a token of their refpeft, copies of which are fent to 
the fevcral Societies mentioned in the Refolutions. 

We have received a letter, with a petition from Glafgow 
to his Majefty, praying that he would lake the prefent alarm- 
ing Rate of the nation into his molt ferious confideration, and 
ufe the utmoll of his endeavours to reftore- to us the bleffings 
of Peace, which T believe will be followed from Leeds with a 
fimilar petition, and if followed up from all other places, per- 
haps might have the mod falutary effeft. 

I am, 

With the greateft refpeft, 

In the name and by order of the Society, 
Sir, 

Leeds, Your moll obedient fervant, 

July 21ft 1793. 

Xecds Conllitutional Society. 

At a meeting o Delegates of the faid Society, on the 26th 
day of June inftant ; 

It was Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given 
to Charles Grey, Efquire, and the left of the illuftrious Mi- 

^ by lhcU “t^" uto,i:lOT ^ M ^ aliou feiHty, 
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tiority, who fppported his motion on the 6 th and 7th of May 
laft, for a Parliamentary Reform. 

That the dccifion of the Reprcfentatiye body on the aboye 
ipotipn, Ihould only aft with the people as a cemcnter of the 
bonds of fellowflup and unanimity; and that this Society think 
it their duty, and are determined, in conjunction with ail the 
Societies in Great Britain, to perfevere until they have ob. 
tained the objeft of their affoeiation. 

That the thanks of this Society be given to the Society of 
the Friends of the People, for their laborious endeavours to 
procure information on the fubjeft of Parliamentary Reform 
and for the publication of the fame, as well as the liberal pre- 
fent lately received from them, and to the different Societies 
which have expreffed their defires for affiliation with this So- 
ciety, particularly thofe of London, Sheffield, Birmingham 
and Glafgow. 

That the Secretary do notify the above Refolutions to Mr 
Grey, and the feveral Societies refpeftively ; and that tliefe 
Refolutions be publiffied in one of the Leeds and one of the 
London papers. 

; , Prefident. 

— ■» Secretary. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Cqrrefpomling Society, to tin. 
Secretary to the Political Societies at Nurvjich. 

Londpn, 2jjth July 1793. 

Fellow Citizen, 

The London Correfponding Society have received and read 
with pleafure your letter of the 2 S ih June, but the anfwer 
which you mention to have been made to our three queihons 
has not .yet come to. hand. We fliall be glad to be informed iu 
your next whether it was ever pul in the Poll-office. 

With regard to the quellions thcmfclves, however indivi- 
duals may have made up their minds on them, the public feem- 
ed rnoft to approve the mode of petitioning Parliament . We ac- 
cordingly acquielced, and fen t in a petition, fig, led by near 6000 
perfons. With this letter you will receive a copy of it ; ant} 
With its fate you are doubtlefs not unacquainted. 
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While we agree with you that the people are treated- like 
fwinc, wo are forced to acknowledge that fome among them, 
from their Jloth and ignorance, fcarcely deferve better ufage ; 
however, unceafingly labouring to meliorate their condition 
us well as our own, and convinced that a thorough Parliamen- 
tary Reform is the only means of cffefluating it, we firmly 
purfue our purpofe, and in the moft confpicuous manner, un- 
der the eye of the Court, in the middle of the Metropolis, and 
jn the very neft of place and penfion hornets, the Tavern 
where Reeves, the tool of the junto, holds his inquifitorial 
tribunal, have lately held a general meeting of the Society, 
fent forth an Addrefs to the nation, and entered into fome fps- 
rited Refolutions, a few copies of which we defire ypu to ac- 
cept and promulgate as far and as wide as you can ; at the 
fame time reft allured, that thefirmnefs displayed therein is not 
confined to words, but that on every occafion our Society will 
be found fotemoft in aJJ'erting and recovering the liberties of 
their country. 

Exhorting you, therefore, to throw' afide all unavailing com- 
plaint, we willi you to occupy yourfelves in inlli ufting the 
people, iu introducing and maintaining order and regularity in 
your pwn Society, and in forming a junction with all oti. ers ijjo- 
' dated /or the fame purpofe throughout the nation, by keeping 
up a conftant correlpondence with them ; but, above all, or- 
derly and conrageovjly preparing yourf IJ for the event ; for as 
it is natural to fuppofc that thole who now prey on the pub- 
lic will not willingly yield up their enjoyments, nor re-poffefs 
us of pur rights without a frir g/e, which, by their behaviour 
in Ireland, we have fome reafon to think they ave meditating, 
and perhaps may intend to effeiSl hy means of ihofc very fo- 
reign mercenaries who are now paid ! with the iweat of our 
jjrow, and whom, under fome plapfiblo pretence, it would be 
jto difficult matter to land on our ffiore — It may he more ad- 
vantageous to humanity to ffiew them at firft, that their oppo- 
nents are neither mob nor rabble, but an indignant oppnfjid peo- 
ple, in whom is not yet entirely txtinB the valour of their jorefa- 
fhm. 

Union and increafe being then our only refources, let us di- 
ligently exert ourfelves therein with zeal and patience, n-mo- 
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viflg Ignorance and prejudice, with firmnefs and a confident 
behaviour Encouraging thofe who join ua ; and, above all, a. 
voiding -little bickerings among durfelves, ever difcountenan- 
cing,felfi(h jealoufies and private animofities, and cordially 
joining with heart and hand in the common caufe. 

. Your neighbourhood mull feverely feel the dreadful eon- 
fequences of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, 
but you are not the only fufferers ; from various parts of the 
country-we learn, that the war abroad has already fpread de- 
folation at home; yet fuch is the blindnefs of fome folks, that 
they.tallc'ofits being continued for years. Peace we wifli to 
all men,' but to fuch friends deftruftion. Let us hear from 
you foon, and let our future correfpondence be more regular. 
We are, with fincerity, fellow citizens, for the London Cor- 
refponding Society, as 

j :* < .d in- Your friends and fellow labourers for the 
Good of our country, 


: '• 1 «- : 4 - 

Draft of a Letter from the London Corrcfponding Society to 
the Secretary of the Conjlitutional Society at Leeds. 

3 cth July, IJS3. , 
■Fellow Citizen, ' 

_ The London Correfponding Society have at once -to ac- 
knowledge. the receipt of your letter of the 30th May, and-to 
-apologize for. not (having aqfwcred it fooner ; but by accident 
it was for fome time tniflaid; and the multiplicity of bufinefs 
upon our hands occafioned aflill further delay. 

Highly approving of the direftions given you by the Shef- 
field Society for Conflitutional Information, to correfpond 
with every Society in Great Britain, we joyfully accept your 
overture, and fiiall not in future fail to improve the acquaint- 
ance ; at the fame time, being inhabitants of die metropolis, 
and forming a Society which has undergone fome degree of 
political warfare, and thereby acquired experience, we . will, 
as occafion offers, mod fraternally give you every advice and 
information in our power ; but as you already have the affift- 
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ance of the Sheffield Society, there will remain little for us 
to do that way. 

Let not the fmallnefs of your number deter you from ardu- 
oiifly purfuing your plan. Reafon makes fure though flo\tf 
progrefs, and having once gained a footing in the human mind 
can never be eradicated. 

Your Addrefs and Declaration have likewife been miflaid, 
and as yet we have been unable to recover them, therefore 
beg you will, with your next, fend us another copy. 

To return to ourfelves, we have made a ftand againft the 
place and penfion clubs ; we have been abufed in the Senate, 
calumniated in public, perfecuted in private, and worried out 
of public houfes, yet (_we continue meeting numeroufly en- 
tire) our demands are fuch that no one has dared to deny 
their confonance with the principles of the Conftitution, and 
our do&rine makes numerous profelytes, and greatly incrcafes 
the number of thofe who may with truth be ftyled the Friends 
of their country in particular, and of mankind in general. We 
petitioned Parliament, and they were forced to admit our pe- 
tition, although they would not grant what it required ; in. 
lhort, we ftrengthen fo much, that on the 8 th of this month 
we had a general meeting of the Society at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, the very place where Reeves and his accom- 
plices meet. — He met there at the fame time in a room under 
us, and, together with his affociates, l'wallowed a copious 
draught of mortification in feeing our meeting fo well con- 
duced, and fo numeroufly attended ; we fay numeroufly, for 
hhVlng limited the number of admiffion tickets to 700, many 
who had been dilatory in providing themfelves were unavoid- 
ably' excluded. 

Indofed you have copies of our petition to Parliament, of 
o 0 ¥ tw6 firil Addrefles, of our correfpondeuce with Mr Francis, 
ofMr Wharton’s motion in thehoufeof Commons on the 31ft 
Mtty, and of the Addrefs to the Nation, and the Refolutions 
We pnblilhed at our general meeting. You will there- 

in difeover all that we wilh to obtain, and uhut we will fully 
obtain ere we 'ceafe to be a Society, notwithjlanding the attempt 
now 1 making in Ireland, And meant to be introduced into Great 
Brttiiin. We invite you-moft cordially to co-operate with 
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us, and even if our rules and purfuit meet, your entire appro*, 
bation, and you have no particular attachment to the name, 
you have adopted, it might advantage the caufe were you to 
incorporate yourfelves with us, and go under one common 
denomination. This however is only an idea thrown out for 
your confideration. You are at perfeft liberty to notice it. 
or not. We are with fincefity your fellow labourers, 

&c. &c. 

Draft of a Letter from the London Corref ponding Society to 
Hertford. 

London, 31ft July 1793. 

‘ Sir, 

Your letter of the 5th inftant we have laid before the Lon- 
don Cprrefponding Society, who, fincerely anxious to pro. 
mote 1 the caufe pf Freedom and Humanity, by uniting and cor- 
refponding with the Friends to Reform, directed us to anfwer 
you with all convenient fpeed ; but bufinel's multiplying fad 
on our hands, both from the rapid increafe of o,ur own So- 
cicty, and from the vaft number of country Societies weekly 
darting up, and who require at our hands a regular corre. 
fpondence, we have been prevented from being fo exatt as we 
could wifli ; the latter impediment is far from inaufpicious, 89 
it may fairly be attributed to the diffufion of political know- 
ledge, caufing men more ferioufly to reflect on the ruinous 
meafurcs now purfued, which become more unpopular, pro- 
portionally as they become more unwife. 

We receive' with pleafute your a durance of co-operating 
with us for a Reform in Parliament, an objeft to which all 
our endeavours tend, and on which our hearts are invariably 
fixed j but as your declaration, that “ you will not pledge 
“ yourfelves to demand Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Par- 
“ liaments,” is followed by no fpecific plan of Reform of your 
own, we arc under fome difficulty how to conclude. — Perhaps, 
as ftrangers, you write to us with that prudent referve which 
is fometimes neceflhry; and that idea receives ftrength from 
your appearing afterwards convinced that the common ob- 

jeft 
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jeft of the two Societies is the fame, which we readily admit} 
but as mutual ' confidence is the bafis of union, and the only 
rational pledge and fupport for co-operative exertion, we truft 
your neyt will tlo away every difficulty. 

With ’ refpefl to UniVerfal Suffrage and Annual ' Parlia-’ 
jnents, a mature con vi& ion of their judice and neegffity for 
the prefervation of Liberty and ptofpqrity to the great body 
of the People, and for fecuring the independence of Parlia- 
ment, was our primary inducement to aflociate. We there- 
fore candidly ai’fure you, that thefe our principles, as already 
announced to the public, remain immutable. Unconne&ed 
with any party whatever, we can confider no Reform radical 
but fuch as will enable every individual of the community to 
enjoy the advantages thereof equally with ourfelves } for if 
ignorance of the nature of government, or the merits of the 
candidates, bean argument againft Univerfal Suffrage, as our 
opponents pretend, the fame reafons would equally incapacitate 
a great majority of thofe who now enjoy that privilege, to the 
exclufion of very many thoufands much better informed than 
thepnfelvcs — not to mention, that under a more equalized 
mode of government, the people would be at once induced and 
empowered tp improve therofelves in ufeful knowledge. — In 
a word, we know no principle, confident with judice or rca-. 
fon, by which we could exclude confeientioufly any part of 
the community from au equality of rights and privileges, 
which every member of Society, as he contributes to its fup- 
port, ought equally to enjoy. 

With refpeft to Animal Parliaments we will juft remark, 
that §°od members may be re eledted, whild twelve months 
we-\hii]k fully fufficient for the welfare of millions to remain, 
at ^lie mercy of a had reprefentative.^Having thus unequivo- 
cally dated our principles, we fhall conclude by obferving, 
that^tlie hill jud palled in Ireland is of ^ nature to awaken 
the jealoufy of every Friend to Freedom and Humanity, will 
render ^very exertion jullifiable, Ihould a fimilar attach upon, 
Conftitutjonal Freedom be attempted here. We diall be liap- 
py’tQ unite in the clo'fell bonds of union with the Hertford 
Society, and hope, as they have no party views, that in a very 

t ' IQJ 
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ihor! fpace of time they will think entirely as we do on th«i 
futbjeCt of Parliamentary Reform. 

We are, &.c. &.c. 

"On the 8th July, we had a general meeting of the Society 
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand. Reeves and 
his affociates were at the fame time in the room beneath us. 
We fend you a few copies of the Addrefs that was then pub. 
liflied. 

Draft of a Letter from the London Corref ponding Society, to the 
fevikefbury Society. 

London, 3d Auguft 1793. 

Fellow Citizens, 

Your Letter of the 6th July has been laid before the Com. 
mittee of Delegates of the London Correfponding Society, and 
it is with great pleafure they fee an infant Society ftarting up 
in your part of the country. Go on and prol'pcr ; no affilt- 
ance fhall be wanting on our part as to information, inftruc- 
tion, or any other thing in which we can be nfeful to you— 
we herewith fend you copies of mod of our publications fince 
we have been a Society — may they be of fcrvice ! 

We recommend it to you to perufe attentively our firft Ad- 
drefs, and the rules which are annexed to it; it will Iikewife 
be advifeable for you to abide entirely by a thorough Parlia- 
mentary Reform, as is therein expreffed, and to pay great at- 
tention to the inilru&ion of your neighbours in their politi- 
cal rights, for which purpofe weekly meetings, if they could 
conveniently take place, would prove more advantageous than 
your meeting only once a month; and if you thought it might 
facilitate your -progrefs, the London Correfponding Society 
empower us to inform you, that they will willingly incorpo- 
rate your Society with ours, under the title of the Correspond- 
ing Society in Tewkelbury ; and if fo, our rules will become 
yours, our intelligence will be the fame, and our corrcfpond- 
ence weekly and regularly carried on — but then opr mode of 
proceeding mud be entirely alike, and no referve mud take 

place 
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place between us. — We imagine fome other Societies in other 
parts of the country will fall into the fame plan, and it need 
not be pointed out to you how much more forcible fuch a 
jun&ion would render every thing that comes from us 5 but 
before you do it you mull acquaint us with your defign, in 
order that we may give you every inffru&ion neceffary. Fare- 
well, Fellow Citizens, and firmly rely on the afliflance and 
fincere friendfliip of the London Corrcfponding Society in fo 
good a caufe. 

Your’s, Cnccrely. 


Draft of a Letter from the Loudon Corrcfponding Society ap- 
parently intended to he fent to different Societies 

London, 15th Auguft 1793. 

Sir, 

The London Corrcfponding Society, after fo long ar. inter- 
ruption in their correfpondence with you, anxioufly wifh to 
renew and to render it more interefling, firmly perfuaded that 
the connexion between the different Societies in Great Britain 
cannot be too clofely cemented — to that end they beg you will 
point out a fafer mode of conveyance for our letters than the 
poll, and wifh you, in anfvver to this, to. give us the fulleft 
account of your progrefs, and of the flate of affairs in your 
department. Continuing in a flow but Heady pace the career 
which wc have begun, we are nearly certain that although the 
number of our members do not inereafe fo rapidly as from the 
population of the metropolis we might have expefted, yet our 
principles make their way among the public, and many thou- 
fands, who, from connexion, intereft, &c. may be afraid or 
cautious of joining 11s overtly, notwithllanding are our Haunch 
friends in private. — You very likely do not labour under the 
fame difficulties that we do, who arefituated in the very centre- 
of corruption ; and we have no doubt but that the inereafe of 
jour Society keeps pace with the inereafe of thofe national 
calamities which ever muff refult from an unjull war. 

Viewing with indignation the oppreffion fo generally exer- 
cifed all over the nation, againff every individual fufpe&ed of 
[ Q ji ] favouring 
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'Fatfolitihg the caufc of the People, and lamenting the grofs ig. 
iterance under which the people in general labour, with rer 
ga'rd to thei'r rights and duties when called upon to ferve on 
juries, We have determined to te-publifli, with the addition of 
a few notes and an appendix, a moft excellent pamphlet, which 
made its fit'll appearance about one hundred years ago, and 
•was written 'by that eminent lawyer and honeft man, Sir John 
Hawles, Solicitor General to King William; we therefore Willi 
to know whether your Society would be inclined to circulate 
a number of them in your neighbourhood, and if fo, you will 
not delay to give us your orders fo» as many as you would 
have fent you ; and as wo feek merely to defray the cxpenccs 
pf’the printing, the Committee have fixed the price fo low as • 
twenty-five Shillings per hundred. 

Entreating you to give us an early anfwcr, we remain, for 
the London Corresponding Society. 

Lilt of Societies annexed, viz. 

Derby, 

Stockport, 

Manchellcr Ref. 

Mancheller Conit, 

Sheffield Conit. 

Nottingham. 

Copy of a Letter from Coventry, to tie Secretary of the London 
Corrcfponding Society. 

Coventry, aoth Apguft 1-93. 

Citizen 

I repeived your favour, together with the printed Rcfolu, 
tions of your refpe£table Society, on die nth. I did not ar- 
rive here only on the 10th at night, not being able to leave 
Birmingham before that day. 

Pleafe to inform your Society that J believe I may be able 
to eltablifh a Society in this defpotic town — We have drawn 
up our Addrefe, Declaration, Rcfolutions, and are ordered to 
be printed, which I hope will be done this week. 

Wc have adopted your lalt Refolutions, which you favour- 
ed me by the Poll, 
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I will bring tlicfe printed with me to London, as I hope to 
vifit your Society as foon as I can leave this Society in fafety. 
— -Tli ey want flrengthening, and will have a public meeting 
rtcxt Tuel'day, and we expeft much oppofition from the Cor- 
poration ; and as I am chofe Prefident, I will wait to receive 
the hire of this Minifterial badge of corruption. 

I (hall be glad if your Society pould fend an encouraging 
letter to this infantfSocicty by that time. 

J remain, with the greateft regard and efieem, your 
Society’s friend and brother, labouring in the 
field of Reform, unfolicited by any party what- 
ever. 

I am, dear Citizen, in the greateft fijicerity and 
truth, your fellow-pitizen, and friend to the hu- 
pian race. 

P. S. You will, no doubt, exhort them to fear no power 
of corruption, let thofc powers be ever fo great ; but to pur- 
fue the Reform with a manly and fteady perfeverance, united- 
ly with every firoilar inflitution in Great Britain, and let us 
pot fuffer our Society to perilh, but rather let us all die toge- 
ther for the good of our brother man : fearing no perfeeution 
whatever on the fide of corruption, or tltat Minitlerial ven- 
geance can bring againft thofe who arc ufing their utmoft ex- 
ertions in the common caufe of FBecdom, or arc promoting 
love and good will to the human race. 

N. B. I (hall be obliged to you if you will be fo obliging 
to provide a room in fome private family for myfelf and wife, 
at a moderate expence.' — I vilh to be in London in fourteen 
days. 


Jiraft of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Corref pond- 
ing Society to P'lr Shirking. 

London, 5th Oftober 1793. 

Dear Sir, 

With pleafurc I perufe ycur favour of the 2d inftant; but 
as yet have feen nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr 

Muir’s 
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Muir’s Trial, which you mention as being fent to the Society, 
and to myfclf. Be kind enough, notwithftandiug, to return that 
Gentleman thanks for his polite attention ; and allure him, 
that we view him in the light of a Martyr to Freedom, as 
well as Mr Palmer ; and that our warmeft hopes are, that the 
opprefl'ors of mankind will either be alhamed or afraid of car- 
rying their revengeful malice into execution. 

The General Convention which you mention appears to Mr 
Margaret (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) 
and myfelf, to be a very excellent meafure, and as fuch I could 
wifli you, without delay, to communicate it officially to our 
Society, without any ways mentioning that you had written to 
me privately. If, in your official letter, you ihould require ns 
to fend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt but our 
Society would with pleafure accept the invitation, and I am 
perfnaded it may do much 'good. Our Freedom, as you jult- 
ly obferve, depends entirely upon ourftlves, and upon our a. 
vailing ourfelves of this opportunity , which once lojl may not be 
fofoon recovered. — I am glad to difeover by your teflimony, 
that I was no ways miftaken in the liigli opinion I always had 
of Lord Daer’s patriotifm. A title may be a bar to difinte- 
rclled patriotifm ; but, it feems, he has evinced it to be not 
an infuperablc one. 

You arc right — it is true that wc have had another general 
meeting, at which a haflily compofed and fuddenly produced 
Addrefs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be 
prefented; but on a cool revifal, the fatd Addrefs being 
found to be more ill-natured than fpirited, more dangerous 
in its language, than advantageous in its objeit, belides 
being too long, the Committee, with the approbation of 
the majority of the Society, have adopted another, xnuch 
iafer, more appofitc, and relating folely to the War. In- 
clofed. you have a copy of it. But you was mifinformed 
when you was told we palled any Acfolutions at that meeting, 
for wc only came to one, and that rather of a private nature, 
namtly, “ That the conduit of Sir James Sanderfon, in pre- 
venting the mectiug of the London Correfponding Society 

“ at 
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« a t the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, was of fuch a nature as 
“ to place him beloui our cenfurc 
I am, molt finccrely, 

Your fellow labourer and well-wiftter. 


P, S. Mr Margarot defires to be remembered to you in the 
moll affeflionate manner. Do not in future, on the Addreft 
of your letter, mention any thing of the ( London Correfponding 
Society) for it was a thoufand to one that I received that- let- 
ter by poll. 

To Mr Skirving, Edinburgh. 

Copy of a Letter from Coventry, to a perfon in London. 

Coventry, October 23d 1793. 

Citizen , 

The reafon why I did not anfwer your letter of lad week 
was this ; I thought you would like to be informed how our 
Society was going on, therefore I yefterday called a meeting 
at Hewit’s, which was laft night well attended, and l’everal 
new members admitted ; and I am informed by fome of the 
members, that we Ihall have mapy more candidates for admif- 
fion next night. My expeftations of our fuccefs in our new 
enterprize becomes more fanguine than ever. I have received 

from Mr two letters, and a parcel of their publications, 

which I diftributed laft night, likewife thofe which we recei- 
ved by you from the London Correfponding Society, for which 
our Society defired I would return their thanks to Citizens 
and I intend to fend, inclofed in a box, to-mor- 
row evening, by Balloon coach, about fifty copies more of our 

addreffes ’to Citizen , in order that he may difpofe 0! them 

among the different divifions of the Correfponding Society; I 

Ihall likewife inclofe a few addreffed to Mr , Secretary 

to the Conftitutional Society, London, which we Ihall be obli- 
ged to you to prefent to him, and requeft him to fan&ion our 
efforts in the public caufe with their correfpondence. 

I fltall likewife fend you your umbrella, carriage paid, by 
the coach, to-morrow evening. 


Shall 
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. Shall be obliged to Citizen — — - if he could favour. 
with a few moreof their, publications, particularly their “ Ad- 
“ drefs to the Nation,” and likewife a few of the .Songs which 
begin with “ God fave the Bights of Man,” &c. 

I am, with refpefts to Mrs , & c. 

Your fincere Friend and Fellow Citizen, 

Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the C.anflitutional Socle, 
ty at Sheffield , to the Secretary of the Society for Conflitu- 
tional Information. 

Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conflitutional Society, 
November ill 17^3. 

Sir, 

Your' letter, and the refolution of the Society for Conftitn- 
> tional Information in London, are this moment delivered to 
me by Mr Aftiton, in anfwer to which I fit down inftanlly to 
inform you that tl»e Society has already tranfmitted its fenti- 
ments to the Secretary of the Convention at Ediuburgh, Mr 
Skirving, and declined fending a Delegation, for reafons whieff 
I will tranferibe in the words of our letter. — “ That it would 
“ have given this Society the tnoft heartfelt fatisfaftion to' 
“ have had a Delegation prefect at their approaching Couven- 
“ tion, had we received timely notice of their wi flies that it 
“ fliould be fo — but it unfortunately happens, that all the 
“ gentlemen belonging to the Society, which it would clnlffi 
“ for fo important a bufinefs, are fo previoufly engaged in 'a£ 
“ fairs which they cannot pofiibly poftpone in fo fliort an ln- 
“ terval, that it is not in our power to comply with their re- 
“ quifition on tile prefent occafion. 

“ This Society are alfo of opinion, that to give fucli a mea- 
“ fore its full effeft, it would be hecefl'ary that the other Sb-- 
“ cieties in South Britain fbould have communication with 
“ each other on the fubjeft, and be able to afeertain that depu- 
“ tations would be fent from at lead a Majority of the Secie- 
“ ties iu this part of the kingdom. And to evince that y re 
“ lhould be happy to unite our efforts with theirs in one firm 

u add 
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“ and fettled' plan, we allure them, that If they think proper 
“ to fix another meeting in January or February, or any o- 
“ ther time which may be more agreeable, and give us im- 
“ mediate notice thereof, and that they wilh to fee Delegates 
“ from the feveral Societies in this part of the kingdom, we 
“ will write to all thofe we are in Correfpondence with, to 
“ get fuch a delegation as may be truly refpedtable and im- 
“ portant.” 

The above extraft will evince to you, Sir, and the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets 
with our approbation. There is a worthy member of this So- 
ciety and of the Committee, and I believe alfo of the Com- 
mittee of Twelve, admitted into your Society, Citizen Alcock, 
now in London, and I doubt not but he has, before this will 
reach you, given you the whole information herein contain- 
ed ; but fo fcrupuloufly exadl am I in anfwering every letter 
on public bufinefs, that I will not truft to him, though I 
know he is particularly defirous of being introduced to you. 

I was chol'en Secretary, pro tempore, to anfwer the letter 
from Mr Skirving, and therefore continue the office thus 
touch farther, not to keep you in fufpence, as the Committee 
will not meet again before Wednefday next, and two ot three 
of the members, who have Hoon your letter before 1 did, fent 
to requeft I would do fo. \ • 

I cannot clofe this letter without remarking, that all the 
Societies we are in Correfpondence with have been remark- 
ably remifs in their communications for feveral months pall 
■ to many we have addrefled more than one or two , without re- 
ceiving any anfwers. This Society has been very adtive, and 
particularly in publifhing, by which feveral individual '* have 
fuffered confiderably, as the burthen has fallen chiefly on 
them. We have many thoufand memhers, but a vail majori- 
ty of them being working men, the war, which has deprived 
many of them of all employment, and almolt every one of 
half his earnings, we have been orippled more than any other 
in the kingdom. — We have the fatisfadtion to know that we 
have done great good, but i fear we mult content ourfelves 
with good intentions and wilhes in future, as our funds are not 
only eXhaulted, but the Society is confiderably in debt, and 
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that debt muft fall on a few who have flood forward on every 
occafioirwith their zeal, their active efForts, and their credit.* 

ItappeatS to me, that if the Societies do not become more 
aftive, and more united in their efforts in the time to come 
what they have done hitherto will be rendered ufelefs, and 
arbitrary power will trample on all that is dear and valuably 
to freemen. The meafures lately adopted in the lifter king- 
dom, meafnres as oppofite to, and incompatible with a free 
Conftitutidn as lire and water, and fince followed up by the 
mod flavifh and horrid doftrincs in the Courts in Scotland, 
have hitherto been viewed only with a degree of apathy by 
the great bodies of the kingdom, which we little folks in the 
country look up to for examples, ftyling themfelves patriotic 
fuch as “ 1 he Society for Conllitutional Information in Lon- 
“ don,” “ The Friends of the People, ditto,” “ The Friends 
“ to the Liberty of the Prefs,” lhat we begin almoft to think 
here, it is time to nip thofe buds of freedom which were be- 
ginning to bloffom with fo much luxuriance, left they fhould 
be expofed to the danger of being blighted by thole torpid 
frofts which appear to have chilled every animating influence 
in thofe great barriers which we looked to for defence and 
prote&ion. 

I allure you, my good Sir, nothing is further from my in- 
tention than to give the fmalleft offence — I am a ftaunch De- 
mocrat, and fpcak my mind freely ; and I hope you will con- 
lider what I have hinted at the fupinenefs which appears at 
prefent Eo poffefs too great a fway, as merely theeffett of that 
warmth and zeal for the great caufe we are both llrenuous to 
fupport and forward, tha caufe of Freedom and Parliamentary 
Reform. I am, with the greatcft refpett, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient fervant, ■ 


Secretary, pro 'tempore, to the 

Conllitutional Society, Sheffield. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Coiiflitutional Socie- 
ty at Leeds, to the Secretary to the Society for Coiiflitutional 
Information at London. 

Sir, 

Your's of the 29th I received, and laid it before the Com- 
mittee of the Leeds Society on Monday, the 4th of this in- 
ftant. 

It is with great fatisfaftion we read your letter, and approve 
of your having eledled your Delegates to ferve upon fuch a 
laudable an undertaking ; but if you meant for the Leeds So- 
ciety to adopt the fame meafures, lhall be glad if you willan- 
fwer this immediately ; as we are not acquainted with the 
time of their fitting, we fear our Delegates would be too late. 

I am, Sir, with great refpeft. 

Quarry Hill, Your humble fervant, 

5th Nov. 1793. , 

Secretary of the Conftitutional Society. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conflt - 
tutional Information at Birmingham, to the Secretary oj' the 
Society for Coiiflitutional Information at London , 

Sir, 

Your favour of the aoth ult. came fafc to hand, and was 
reafl'in a Committee of the Society on Sunday evening; and 
on firft reading it, obtained the approbation of every mem- 
ber prefent. — This Society will, at all times, concur with you 
in any meafurc that may have a tendency to haften the return 
of departed liberty. — Our fentiments on that fubjeft are mu- 
tual with yours, and unchangeable. 

The objedt of the million of your Delegates being of the ut- 
moft importance to the people of this country, and fo inti- 
mately connedled with their dearelt interefts, that one would 
imagine they would not hefitate a moment in fupport of the 
meafure, from a confcioufiiefs that upon thefuccefs of the ex- 
ertions of the Friends to Reform depends the regeneration of 
Britain, from a (late of flavery to a Hate of freedom and hap- 
Prmux imiitrc diguisi-d by Uk- S imltmyivu Litany Digiiusmiodpiaefs J 
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piucfs ; and the exaltation of Burke’s fwinijh multitude to -the 
dignified charafter of freemen. We have only to regret that 
at prefent our ability will not allow us to co-operate with you, 
by fending a Delegate ourfelves, in confequenee of Mr Pitt’s 
•war cf humanity having almoft utterly annihilated our trade 
in this town, and driven a great number of our beft members 
and mechanics acrofs the Atlantic $ and thofe that remain arc 
but little better fituated than the wretched inhabitants of 
Flanders. However, upon the whole, I believe it will be pro- 
ductive of good, as it has tended greatly to abate the pride 
affuage the malice, and confound many of the devices of the 
eiiemies to Reform, particularly among the Dons of Church 
and King. And, finally, it has made many profelytes to the 
caufe of Liberty. 

Pleafe to accept our beft willies to you and your Society 5 
and permit me to remain, in the name and behalf of the 
Birmingham Society for Conflitutional Information, 

Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

, Secretary, 

To , Secretary Nov. 6th, 1793. 

to tire Society for Conflitutional 
Information, London. 

P. 5 . Shall be glad to hear from you on all occafions. 

Copy of a Letter from Coventry, to the Secretary of the Society 
for Conflitutional Information, 

Sir, 

In anfwer to your favour of the 29th of Oflober, contain- 
ing a. copy of your Refolution of the 2-8 th, relative to the e- 
leftion of Delegates, I am defined by our Society to .communi- 
cate -.to the Society for Conflitutional Information, London, 
their approbation of a meafure which we conceive peculiarly 
calculated to accelerate the acquifition of the objedk propoled.. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Coventry, , Secretary; 

lly ike Uiuwnffly ul'SouitapimUUm-yDiyin.Mioii Urn! 
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Copjl o / a Letter from the Secretary of the London Corrcfpahd- 
ing So.iety, to Norwich. 

London Correfponding Society, Nov. 23d, 1793. 


Fellow Citizens, 

You have been already informed, by the corrcfpondfencc 
fubfifting between the refpedtive divifions of -the patriotic So- 
cieties in 'England and Scotland, of the Convention called and 
jiow fitting in Edinburgh, loir the purpofe of obtaining a fpee- 
dy and radical Reform ip the fyftem of Parliamentary Repre. 
fentation ; and you are al-fo in pofieflion of the oireumftances 

of our having fent two Delegates ( ) to 

reprefent our increafing Society in that refpedlable Aflembly. 
The Society for Conftitutional Information alfo eledted two 

Reprefentatives ( ), the latter only of whom 

has gone to Scotland for the difeharge of his important mif- 
fion. 

Citizens, the object of our prefent letter is to inform you 
of the important communications which our million has al- 
ready produced. The -fpirit and refolution it has diffufed 
through the refpedtive Societies -in Scotland — the lapidin- 
oreafe of the avowed Friends of Liberty, which ’has already 
made its appearance, and the -profpedts which 'have been open- 
ed before us of the mod complete union, the mod determined 
.perfevcrance, the mod adtive exertion in every Conftitutional 
meafure, that can be devifed for the recovery of our ■ rights , 
and the complete renovation of the liberties and happinefs 
which as .men we are entitled to, -and, as Britons, we have 
been taught to expett. An increafe of aftedtion, c?f zeal, of con- 
fidence ; a concert of permanent union ; a free CQ’mmmiicat i.in 
and comparifon of fentiments and .intentions ; mature delibe- 
ration and mutual reliance— tliefe are the fruits of the wife 
and fpirited meafures adopted by the -Friends of Liberty in 
Scotland, and feconded by the Societies of London and of Ire- 
land. 

Britons, and fellow-citizens! Let us roufe you to immediate 
co-operation with thefe efforts for the general good ; — -let us 
awake you to a fenfe of the importance of the prefent mo- 
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meat, and perfuade you, perfuade all the Patriotic Societies 
in England, to ftrengthen immediate junction with this grand 
federation ; — that as thofe who are hoflile to our freedom are al. 
ready united by compacts, interefls, and coalitions, the friends 
alfo of that glorious principle may be bound together by a 
link more firm, more intimate, and more durable, to refill e- 
very opprelfion and ufurpation that may be attempted, and 
vindicate the “ Rights of Man.” 

The Society at Norwich has already, in fomc degree, imi$ 
tated our example : For though time and convenience did not 
permit them to eledt a feparate Delegate, they have fent a 

written authority to Citizen to aCt for them iij.thal 

capacity, together with inllruCtions to enable him to Hate their 
fentiments to the Convention, and directions for him to cor- 
refpond with them, and render their fraternity more com- 
plete. 

Citizens ! Permit us to unite our voices with thofe of our 
brethren in the North, to requell you by fome fuch method (if 
you cannot render it convenient immediately to fend a Delegate 
of your own) to aflilt the clofer union, and more immediate com- 
munication of the refpe&ivc Societies. — Perfuadedas wearethat 
the Friends of Liberty, if encouraged by the conviction ofge. 
ncral union to Itep forward and avow their fentiments, are al- 
ready fo numerous and refpeCtable as to enfure a fpeedy ter- 
mination of the calamities of an unjullifiable war, and a rello- 
ration of every right to which Britons and freemen are en- 
titled : 

Wc are, in the firm alfurance of your zeal and fin fe- 
rity in the caufe of Liberty, your alfcClionate 
fellow citizens. 

P. S. I received your letter, and I fent it to Edinburgh ac. 
cording to your direction. 


Appendix 
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Appendix F. (N° 1.) 


Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conflitutional Society, 
May 27th 1793. 


Sir, 

I AM defired by the Committee of this Society to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of yours of the 10th current, and of 
the Caledonian Chronicle of the fame date, containing the Re- 
folutions of the Convention of Delegates from the Friends of 
the People throughout Scotland — of which this Committee 
and the Society alfo, to which they have been read at the fe. 
veral diflrifl: meetings, highly approve. 

This Committee did not anfwer your former letter, becaufe 
they were unwilling to put you to any unneceffary expence 
of poftage, cfpecially as no alteration could then be made in 
the fubjeft matter thereof. Any communication which you 
may be pleafed to favour this Society with, will be certain to 
come to hand (barring accidents) if directed generally to Mr 

. at , Church Lane, Sheffield. 

Though we have never had any mifearriage of letters which 
were direfled to the Secretary of the Conflitutional Society, 
yet that addition may perhaps be as well left out. — As to a 
proper channel ; if the parcel is at any time very bulky and 
weighty, the waggon will be the bcfl ; but if a moderate fixe, 
it will come quicker by the coach : And the Committee will 
be very glad to receive accounts of proceedings fo ably and 
patriotically condudted. 

The Committee beg leave to recommend to the Convention, 
and through its members to the l'cvcfal Societies, to patronize 
and promote as much as poflible the circulation of that moll 
ufeful periodical work, the Patriot, which certainly contains 
abundance of truly important political information, and has 
done the moll effential fervice to the caufe of freedom and of 
the people in this part of the ifland. 

I am defirecl to exprefs the particular approbation of this 
Committee, and Society alfo, of the Second Rjfolution of the 
Convention 



( »36 ) 

Convention, vi L. “ That the motion to difcontinue their tneet- 
“ ingswhen the petitions, &c. are prefented, .&c. is fufpicious 
“ and infidious, &c. &c.” 

To ihew how men, poffeffing the fame principles, will at 
the greatell diftance coincide and jump, as it were, into the 
fame fentiments, and cxpreflion of them, I beg leave to fend 
you a fhort ext raft from the Addrefs of our Prefidcnt, Mr 
at oar laft general meeting, wljich was ta- 
ken in fhort hand, and' which the' Committee hope they fhall 
prevail on him to pu'difh, as it is replete with political infor- 
mation, iuterefling anecdotes, and animated elocution. 

“ Yon have no doubt, fellow citizens, all heard the fate of 
the petition fo lately fent from this town and neighbourhood 
for a Parliamentary Reform ; and I ffiould fuppofe that the 
unjuft, indecent, and infolent manner irt which it has been re- 
jefted, and oppofed admiffion into tlic' Houfc of Commons by 
the fateHites of Minifters, muft have convinced you clearly, 
that the great caufe for the fu'pport of which we have af- 
fociated, demands our never-eeafing vigilance and attention. 

“ A Reform in Parliament is almoft univer/ally allowed to 
be effentially neceffary to the prefervation of this country. 
And as that great and important event can never be brought 
about bnt by the powerful interpofitioii of the great body of the 
people , no lawful means fbould be left unaflayed to remove the 
almoft innumerable impediments which lie in the Way to ob- 
,ftruft and prevent fo defir able a communication. The ene- 
mies to Reform are a very aftive, numerous, and powerful bo- 
dy in almoft every neighbourhood, and never fail to unite on 
the fmnlleft appearance of any circumflance which they con- 
ceive may be prejudicial to the corrupt and baneful fyftem 
that has too long prevailed, and which it is fo much their in- 
tereft to continue. 

“ Our common enemies, I fay, form an aftive jealous, 
powerful, and well difciplincd phalanx, long enured to e- 
very poffible mode of attack which can be made upop them 
— thoroughly fkilled in the fcience of defence — but more 
particularly fo in circumventing and fincthering every at- 
tempt that, may be made againft them while in its infancy, and 

before 
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before it can arrive at the power of doing themharrti—1 wltnefb 
the various attempts to difcountenance, calumniate, and, if 
poflible, to annihilate Conftitutional Societies, the Patriot, and 
all publications fimilar to it; as in thefe they fee, with terri- 
fied afpe&s, the future faviours of the people, and their dear- 
eft rights ; with an all-grafping and domineering Ariftocratic 
influence; pofl’efiing the greatcll fhare of the landed property ; 
with the purfc of the nation at their command, and their eyes 
ever fixed on this ruling maxim, “ Divide ct in/per a,’' they 
may be nlmoll thought to be invincible, and nothing cati avail 
againft their efforts, but equal zeal, difcipline, aftivity, and 
ftrift adherence together of the Friends of the People, and of 
the caufe of Freedom. 

“ You fee then, Citizens, that (that) it particularly behoves 
its not to deep upon our pods. The heavenly cherub liberty 
is in danger of being annihilated and deftroyed by a torrent of 
influence and corruption, unexampled in the annals of the 
world. It is time; therefore, for all true lovers of their coun- 
try to exert every effort to preferve and cherifli that (that) 
ineftimable blefling, deprived of which, both life and property, 
by being rendered precarious and uncertain, become but fecon* 
tlary confiderations. In this moft laudable of all purfuits, that 
of promoting and forwarding the public welfare, it becomes 
the peculiar duty of every one Of us to contribute all in our 
power, by public and private advice and exhortation, to pfe» 
vent his fellow-labourers in this glorious vineyard from Tag- 
ging in fo momentous, though perhaps fo arduous a work 5 
but let us remember that our brave and Hardy anceftors often 
fought, and bled at every vein, to tranfmit to us Undiminifhed, 
a fair and unfpotted inheritance to a Conftitution — the bafe; 
fummit, and centre of which was founded and compofed of 
Freedom ; a Conftitution which they railed by their valour, 
fapported by their virtue and wifdom, and cemented with their 
blood. 

“ The ravager time, the unfufpicious nature of fome of out 
forefathers, added to their fupinenefs and negleft, with other 
, unfortunate circuraftances on one hand, and on the other the 
f [SJ gradual 
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gradual but nevcr-ceafing endeavours to undermine and fab. 
vert the noble edifice, by every infidious and unperceived art 
and machination that bafe and interefted men could devife— 
tliefe fycophants of Courts — thefe venal hirelings and male 
proftitutes, who feed and fatten without remorfe on the fpoil 
and plunder of their induitrious and opprelTed countrymen— 
thefe political Efaus, who would fell their country and its li- 
berties for a mefs of pottage, have brought us to the very 
brink of ruin, and the verge of flavery; and, wifliing to . de- 
lude us with the forms of the Conftitution, have gone nigh to 
fap and deftroy every prop and pillar by which the Conftitu- 
tion itfelf is in reality iupported. 

« Be it ours however, to keep in mind, that there is not in 
the whole range of human nature fo degraded and defpicable 
a fight as that of a nation, a people who were once free, ha- 
ving degenerated into flaves; and let us not ever forget, that 
netwithftandin'g we of the prefen t day did not receive perfeft 
freedom from our immediate forefathers , we ftill know that 
we have a juft claim to it ; that it is our duty to profecute 
that claim before our adverfaries lhall have the infolence to 
plead prefeription as a bar to it. Though the poffejjion is not 
in us, the right is, and we are bound to affert that right, and 
rranfmit, it clear of all incumbrances, to our pofterity. What! 
lhall we unremittingly profecute our claim, and ftart indig- 
nant at the idea of being robbed, or unjuftly deprived of a 
paltry cottage, or a few acres of dirty land; and fliall we tame- 
ly and bafely furrender thofe important rights and privileges 
which arc more valuable than all the acres that one man ever 
poflefled ? Forbid it, Confiftency ! Forbid it, Juftice! Forbid 
it, Heaven ! 

“ But how, it may be alked, how are we to profecute our 
claims? How are we to recover thofe rights of which wc have 
been fo furreptitioufly deprived ? I anfwer, by our fortitude 
and unanimity— by an inflexible perfeverance in demanding 
thofe rights which no power on earth is entitled to withhold 
from us. A Reform in Parliament, I repeat, is abfolutely 
neceffary to fave this country from ruin. I will tell you why,” 
&c. — He then gives a difplay of the defeftive ftate of Repre- 
fentation ; 
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fentation ; fliews, that as things are now fituated, no adinini- 
ftration, however inclined to do fo, can govern according to 
the true principles of juftice and found policy, and the real 
jntereils of the people, from the undue influence of the Crown. 
Defcribes the double cabinet in a v$r y fevere ltrain of anim- 
adverfion ; takes notice, that the only argument attempted 
to be urged again!! the meafnre, is the impropriety of the 
time ; and on every occafion, fince its firft being hazarded in 
1692, the fame bugbear lias been uniformly oppofed to it. 
“ But let me afk thefe men, what is a proper time? In times 
of peace ; in times of war ; in times of financial depreffion; in 
times of profperity; though the neceflity of it was always 
admitted. Hill the time was improper. When Mr Grey, in 
the la.fl Seflion, gave notice of his intended motion on this 
head, though we had been juft before reprefented by the apo- 
ftate Pitt, in all the glare of his didaftic pompofity, to be at 
that moment in a ftate of unexampled profperity, yet then the 
time was improper. 

“In the year 1764, after the conclufion of the war, this 
country was equally profperous, and ranked infinitely higher 
in point of confequence amongft the nations of Europe, When 
wc were feared and courted by every power in it, then, alfo, 
the time was improper ; we were afterwards involved in a 
ruinous and expenfive war with America, which drained this 
country of its citizens and its treafures, loaded us with an ac- 
cumulation of taxes we were hardly able to bear, was profe- 
cuted contrary to the willies of the nation, and Parliament Hill 
voting fupplies out of the people’s pockets, the fyftem of cor- 
ruption was obvious, clear as the fun at noon day, yet ftill 
it was not proper to agitate a Reform: Notwitliftanding it 
was at the fame time granted, that if a Reform had been 
made in the year 1764, all thofe fubfequent notorious evils 
would have been prevented. 

“ The plain truth of the matter is this — iu the eye of Mini- 
fters and their followers, in the eye of placemen, penfioners, 
and the almoft innumerable hoft of the greedy and voracious 
bloodfuckers and devourers of the fpoil and plunder of the 
people, no time is proper. The argument is a ftalc worn-out 
[S 2] trick 



( 140 ) 

trick of every roiniftcr, and every venal tool who fupporta 
him ; Charles Townfhend ufcd to fay, petitions to this effect 
were improper at two ftajons ; the feafon of war, and the fea- 
Jba of peace. In peace, becaufe they tended to difturb the 
general tranquillity ; and in war, becaufe miniilurs had fuffi. 
cient employment for their abilities without being troubled 
with petitions : In this avowal of a Minifter there is certain- 
ly fome honijly ; but much more of what the Irifli term 
modejl uffurance , or what a blunt Briton calls downright impu- 
dence. 

“ The ftme fallacious and ddttfive argument is made ufe 
of at the prefent moment ; and thofe very apoftates, wlio con- 
tended moft warmly and vehemently, that a ' • eform in Parlia- 
ment was abfolutely neceffary to fave the Co 'Titution, ia 
1785, have now the barefaced effrontery to ullirt, that it is 
at prefent, not only unfealonable, but abfolutely vnneceffnry — 
Citizens, refiedt on this ; be no longer deceived : convince 
yonrfelves firft that it is neceffary, and then determine refo- 
lutely, and like Engliflimen worthy of their glorious ancef- 
tors, that in matters of moment there is no time like the pre~ 
fent." 

Thus ended a fpeech of near two hours, which convinced 
the Society of the abfolute neccflity there is to be more adtivq 
and afliduous in the great caufe we are engaged to fupport. 
It is remarkable, that at this meeting a motion was made to 
difeontinue our monthly meetings, and to have them only 
once in three months* which was reprobated by the president, 
and fcouted by the Society as fufpicious nnd infulious ; and tha 
Society has greatly increafed eveiy day fince. 

The enclofed paper has liad a very good effedl in Manchef- 
ter and this place, where it has been well circulated j and as 
Mr Duridas has had the confummate effrontery to fay in St 
Stephen’s, that war is not the cuufe of the prefent National di- 
ftrefs, this Committee think too much pains cannot be taken 
to convince the people that it is. They therefore fubmit it 
to your confideration, whether it may not be advifeable 

to 
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tq re-print and circulate it in your town and neighbour- 
hood. 

Jn the name, and by order of the Committee, 1 remain, 

Sir, 

Your molt obedient fervant, 

(Signed,) , 

Addreffed, Secretary. 

Mr Win Skirving, Edinburgh. 

(No. 

Delegate ipeeting of the Conftitutional Society Leeds, May 
29th 1793. 

Sir, 

By requefl: of the Sheffield Society, and having received di- 
re&ions from them for the purpofe of corresponding with 
all the Societies in England and Scotland : 

We, the members of the Constitutional Society in Leeds, in 
order to obtain the defjred end of Parliamentary Reform, de. 
fire fraternal communication with the Society of Edinburgh. 

We lhall be glad of any information or inftrufbion in your 
power on all occafions ; and hope yon will find the Leeds So- 
ciety always faithful to the iuterefts of the people ; and though 
they are but few, not exceeding two hundred, they are men, 
and are determined to exert their utmoft in order to iultrud 
their neighbours on their common iuterefts. 

With this we fend you a copy of our Addrefs and Declara- 
tion, and ihall ever acknowledge all favours from you. 

W idling the caufe we have embarked in every degree of 
fuccefs, 1 remain, in the name and by order of the Society, 
Sir, Yours, & c. 

Addreffed “ To the Secretary of the Co'.ftitutional 
“ Society, Edinburgh,” and on the back “ To Mr William 
“ Skirving, Edinburgh, Scotland. ’ 

(No. 3.) 

Free Mafons Tavern, Saturday the 18th of May 1793. 
At a general meeting of the Society of the Friends of the 

People 
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People, affociated for the purpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform, held this day. 

in the Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the thanks of this Society be 
returned to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for 
their zeal and a&ivity in the caufc of Parliamentary Reform, 
and to exprefs a hope and willi that they will proceed with 
the fame fpirit, induftry, and temper, during the interval be- 
tween the prefent time, and the meeting of the next Seflion of 
Parliament. 

In name, and by order of the Society, 

** — , Chairman. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, 

I have the honour to enclofe you a copy of the refolution 
<Jf tliauks to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh from 
the Friends of the People in London, and beg you will com- 
municate the fame to the various Societies with which you 
correfpond in Scotland. 

1 am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Secretary to the Committee. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, 

The fpeech I fent is not the property of this Society, but 
in compliance with the requeft contained in your letter I have 
applied to the proprietor, who gives you full permifliou to 
re-print it, and diftribute as many as you think proper. 
Your conduit on this occafion mull give fatisfadlion to every 
Friend of Reform. 

When I again meet with any thing good and Ihort, I will 
certainly fend it to you. I fuppofe you have feen William 
Fox’s pamphlets ; they are very Ihort, and extremely good 
indeed, particularly that againft the war. 

The plan of Delegates would be very improper in this 
country at prefent. A very fmall part of it indeed would be 
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aflive for Reform ; if fuch a meeting is attempted, it will 
operate like many rafli fteps of fome who wiilx well to the 
caufe, much to its difadvantage. 

I thank you for the pareel of minutes which is come to 
hand, and remain, 

Yours, &c. 

July 23. 1793. 

Addrcfled, 

William Skirving, Efq; 

Edinburgh. 


(No. 6.) 

Dear Sir, 

On Saturday lad I received a copy of Mr Palmer’s Trial, 
and on Monday feveral copies of Mr Muir’s, which I have or- 
dered to be difpofed of as djre&ed. I had read both before — 
I {hall bind them with Paine’s Trial, and I return you and 
Mr Muir thanks for them. I think Mr Palmer’s cafe, in 
fome refpefts, ilillmore extraordinary than Mr Muir’s. — Is it 
a crime to advife prudence and moderation ? 

Be fo kind as to defire Mr Scott to fend regularly the E- 
dinburgh Gazetteer to me, under cover to C. Grey, Efqj 
M. P. — Let him charge it either to me or the Society, and 
I will pay for it at fuch times and in fuch manner as he dc- 
fires. 

I hope none of the violence which has done mifehief to the 
caufe of Reform in England will be imported into the Scot- 
tifli Convention. 

The conduct of the Friends to Reform in Scotland has al- 
ways been admired, and I hope their prudence and moderation 
will be continued. 

I am, See. 

Oftober 29th 1793. 

Addrefled, 

Mr W. Skirving, 

Oppofite the foot of the Old Affembly Clofe, Edinburgh. 


Fellow 
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(No. 

London, November 8th 1^93; 

-Fellow Citizens, 

I duly received your favour of the 4th inftant, and laid it 
before the Committee of Delegates lalt night, who were 
anxioufly waiting for intelligence from Edinburgh, and 
were well fatisfied with the agreeable account of the great 

number and zeal of the Friends of Freedom in Scotland 

That part of your letter which mentioned your vifiting dif- 
ferent towns in Scotland, for the purpofc of promoting the 

caufe they were pleafed with the idea, but they thought 

that it could not be put in pradtice, on account of the neceffa- 
ry fupplies, which come in but very (lowly — it is to be men- 
tioned in the different divifions. — We have eledted 

(by ballot) Chairman of the Committee for the remainder of 
the quarter — we. have alfo appointed a Committee of Confti- 
tution, feparate from the Committee of Delegates — One mem- 
ber is ehofe from each divifion, to meet on this night for the 
Jirft time, and to be totally unconnected with the Committee 
of Delegates.-— We dill increafe in number — and the Addrefs 
to the King, to put an end to the War, is ordered to be ad- 
vertifed to receive fignatures — in the Courier, Chronicle, 
Eyer’a Sunday Gazetteer afterwards by Hand Bills* & c. We 

have opened a correfpondence with a new Society at — . I 

have to inform you of the wifli of the Society, that you would 
favout them with the number of Delegates in the Conven- 
tion, and the number from England alfo, and how the civil 
and military power relilhes your meeting. And that you 
would fend fuch a report from the Convention as might ap- 
pear in the news-papers in London. Send me an Edinburgh 
Gazetteer when there is any thing in it of importance. I 
would have fent yoii a Courier, but they informed me that 
they fent feveral to the Coffee-houfes and Taverns in Edin- 
burgh, for that reafon I thought it unneceffary. I hope 
tp have more time to wfite to you more fully next time. 

As 
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fays, the poll is juft going off, no more at pre. 


Addrefled, 

Mr Margarot, and 
Mr Gerald, 


Secretary. 

Delegates from 
London. 


(No. 8.) 

To the members of the Scotch Convention. 

Worthy Sirs, 

The notice we have had of your different meetings, being 
fo late as not conveniently to allow of our ele&ion of a Dele- 
gate to join your Aflembly, I take the freedom to communi- 
cate a few lines in the name of tile Society. Our congratula- 
tions are your due for the fpirited manner in which you have 
ihewn yourfelves the advocates and promoters of Reformation: 
You, Citizens, have deferved well of your country, and your 
condtift is the fubjeft of our applau'fe — the ftrong fentiroents 
you liaTe imbibed are the objefts of our admiration. Our 
minds particularly embrace the doftrines of the Right of U- 
niverfal Suffrage, of the neceflity of Annual Returns, and of 
adopting thefe principles into a definitely worded Conftitutional 
Code, alterable only by the expreffion of the general will of the 
Britifli people, properly taken. 

We doubt not of your fentiments of fraternity towards the 
patriots of our town, whofe defire is to promote univerfat 
information and univerfal liberty. 

The All-wife Father of men profper your undertakings. 

Secretary to the Leeds Conftitutional Society, 
pro ‘Tempore, 

Leeds, Nov. iSth 1793. 

Addrefled, Mr William Skirving, Edinburgh. 

(No. }.} 

Sir, 

1 have the fatisfa&ion to inform you, that the Delegates 
from the Societies in London have, at length, arrived at E- 

J ' [ T * ] dinburgh. 
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dinburgh. Delegates from the other Societies In England 
and who are now upon the road, will foon alfo be here to wait 
upon the Friends of the People, in order to eftablilh an indif- 
foluble fraternity between the two nations, and to adopt thofe 
meafures which at this awful period may have a tendency to 
fave the Country. 

Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and a juft caufe, 
no hardfliip and no expence can be thought too great for you, 
while you are confcious that you are difcharging your duty. 
With no propriety can you refufe to attend upon your bre- 
thren from England, who, at fo much expence, and from fo 
great a diftance, have come to unite their affe&ions and deli- 
berations with you. 

I feel it my duty, in coincidence with the fentiments of the 
General Committee here, again to recal the Societies by their 
Delegates to this place. Every moment is precious, and delay 
is fynonimous to treachery. 

I exped therefore. Sir, to have the honour of feeing you on 
the 19th current in the General Convention of the Delegates, in 
compliance with the public advertifement, which I was bound 
to infert, in my official capacity, in the Gazetteer of yefterday, 
to which I entreat your particular attention. 

If you cannot poffibly attend^ it will be proper to call the 
Committee of your Society, to appoint one or two in your place. 
No exertion on the part of a friend Ihould be wanting at this 
impo'tmt crifis, to render this Convention ftill more refpec- 
table; and none who have the caufe at heart, and difeern how 
much is at flake, will be remifs. 

Let it be our ardent prayer to God, that his wifdom may 
direft their meafures, and that his benedidion may attend the 
execution of them. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 
WILLIAM SKIRVING, Secretary. 
Edinburgh^ Nov. 7th 35793. 


Extrads 
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Extracts from the Minutes of the General Convention 
of the Friends of the People, held at Edinburgh, and 
of their General Committee, convened in confe- 
quence of the arrival of the Englifli Delegates, and 
of Citizen Hamilton Rowan and Simon Butler from 
Ireland, as mentioned in the foregoing Narrative. 

In the Firft Day’s Sitting of the Convention (29th Oftober 

1793) Mr. C moved, “ That this Convention refolve 

to claim for themfelves arid their Conltituents the right of 
UniverM Suffrage and Annual Parliaments.” 

At the fame Sitting a letter was read from the Four Unit- 
ed Societies of Ireland. . 

“ Mr. Skirving read the thanks of the General Meeting of 
the Friends of the People at Free Mafons Tavern, dated Lon- 
don, 1 8th May 1793* as returned by them to the Convention 
of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their zeal and a£Hvity in the 
Caufe of Parliamentary Reform. lie alfo read a fimilar let- 
ter from Mr. — 1 — — , dated London, 5th O£lober 1793* 
another dated Loudon, 25th October 1793, refpedting the 
appointment of Meffrs Margarot and Gerald. 

“ Mr Skirving next read a Letter from Mr Se- 

cretary to the Affociation at London, dated Frith Street, No. 7, 
Oftober 16th 1793. 

“ Mr read a letter from the Couftitutional So- 
ciety at Sheffield, dated 27th May 1793, and figned — — 

Secretary, upon the whole obje£ts of Reform in general, 
containing fome humorous remarks on the arguments advan- 
ced by the enemies of Reform, which were received with 
great approbation. — Mr Skirving next read the printed paper 
contained in the faid letter, addreffed to the unemployed ar- 
tifans, &c. of Manchefter, and containing a number of excel- 
lent remarks upon the calamities of war 5 figned — Sidney.” 

In the General Committee (6th November 1793) it appears, 
that a citizen, one of the Edinburgh Delegates, having niov- 
[T] cd 



( »4<S ) 

ed that the London Delegates fliould ftnte the Gtuatfon of their 
Societies, Citizen Margarot anfwered, “ That the Societies 
« ih London were very numerous, though fometimes fludlu* 
•< ating. In fome parts of England whole towns are Rcform- 
“ ers ; Sheffield, and environs there, 50,000.— In Norwich 
« there are 30 Societies in one.— If we could get a Convene 
A t ; on 0 f England and Scotland called', wc might reprefent fix 
« or feven hundred rhoufand males, which is a majority of 
" all the adults in the kingdom and Miniftry would not dare 
“ to refufe us our rights.” 

Citizen Butler, from Ireland, then fa id, “ He did not Know- 
how fat he was at liberty to'Tay any thing, as he was not a- 
Delegate ; but he would give an account of Ireland : Thfe-’ 
executive part of the Government weVC almoft omnipotent;, 
the landed hrteteft almoft nriftocratic ; the manufacturer idle. 
— Laft PhtKaiVtenls was cxpeCted to have given Ireland eman- 
cipation r however that profpeft was flattering, a few weeks 
changed the feene. — An infamous coalition took place between 
the OppoGtion and Miniftry ; the Catholics retired with what 
they had got.— No longer oppofed by them, the Government' 
turned their oppreflive mcafures againft the Friends of Re- 
form. — The United Irfflimen- were profecuted ; he himfelf 
had experienced fix months imprifonment. — Belfnft was de- 
clared to be in a ftate of rebellion — though freedom was not 
Cried up in tlie ftreets, yet it dwelt in almoft every heart. 
Univcrfal emancipation was die meafure for which he was Jin- 
advocate.— -All that he knew of the country was,, that the firlt 
day his friend was in- Edinburgh he was arrefted', for nothing, 
that lie knew, except it wtis for being fo wicked as to come 
here. — In Scotland they yet met in Convention ; in Ireland the 
Parliament liad ena&cd laws agamft it. — Wheu a law like that 
fliould take place here, he was afraid Freedom would vaniih” 

Mr C faid, “ That he hoped thofe that would pafs 

fuch an adt of Parliament fliould be forced to eat it; and hop- 
ed that Scotland and England fliould not fubmit to it.” 

Citizen Gerald faid, “ that he came here armed with the 
power of Delegation — If our neighbour’s lioufe is on fire, the 
greater fliould be our vigilance to prevent the flames feizing 

our 
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*iir own — A parchment piece of jufcice had been pr-efented in 
Ireland ; lie hoped that if ever it was palled here, welhould. 
throw it in the face of our op p re (Tors. Every thing the people 
had gained had been through Conventions — The Revolution 
was the confequence of a Convention — the Revolution e- 
llablilhed, that trull abyfed wqs revocable — the Revolution ex- 
cluded all placemen and penfioners — Do we enjoy any benefit 
from that a 61 ? It made Minifters refponfible — IIow many 
bad Minifters have we feen go down to the grave in peace, 
and honoured with all the dignities a King can confer !— Union 
-would carry our principles into execution — A citizen from 
Ireland told you , that as foon as the alarm bell was rung, the 
Pppofition joined the Minifter — Party is ever a bird of prey, 
and the people their bouquet." 

On the Firft Day’s Sitting of the Convention (:9th November 
1793) after it was refumed, Mr Margarot moved, — “ That 
previous tapublilhing an addrefs to the Public, a Committee 
be forthwith appointed to confidcr the means, and draw up the 
Outlines of a plan of general union and co-operation between 
the two nations in their Conftitutional purfuit of a thorough 
Parliamentary Reform which was unanimoufly agreed to. 

The minutes of the Second Day’s Sitting bear — ThatCitijzeij 
Gerald “ vindicated the plan of divifions, as tending to enable 
the Convention to make up their minds upon .the bufinefs 
“ to come before them.” — Mr Margarot vindicated the plan, 
jas tending to fliorten the bufinefs of the Convention ; and in- 
filled that the familiar intercourfe that would take place iij 
lliefe divifions, would be the chief ufe of them. 

-r-‘ c Another Delegate {bowed the neceffity and importance 
of the Plan of Organization, and infifted that the Divifions 
were necefiiiry, and that the lofs of a day or two was of 
no confideration, compared ‘with the magnitude of the 
pbjeft.” 

“ Mr Margarot promifed, in name of himfelf and his col- 
leagues from England, that they would grudge no time to 
execute with propriety the important bufinefs they were pome 

WP.on” * 

“ The 



« The Delegate from Sheffield rofe to remove any remain- 
ing obje&ions that might be made again ft: the Plan. He 
urged, that the grand point in railing a good fuperftructure, 
was to lay a good foundation ; to do which, no time ffioUld 
be grudged ; and {bowed the great utility of the Plan in the 
nomination of Committees.” , 

« And the Convention were Accordingly divided into Divi- 
fions, and places appointed for their Meetings.” 

Mr Margarot, of new, moved, “ That a Committee be 
appointed to confidcr of, and draw up a proper Plan of Union 
between ' the two Nations; according to • the refolution of 
yefterday.” 

In- the Sitting of the 21ft of November, in confequence 
of Reports from the different Se&ions, a Committee of 
Thirteen was choferi to form art Union upon Mr Margaret’s 


" In the fame meeting Gerald ftated, “ That to honeft men 
nothing was fo valuable as truth, and that nothing can poffi- 
bly tend fo much to the difclofure of truth as difeuffion and 
deliberation. That it was alfp very important that the Com- 
mittee (liould know as much as poffible of the public mindj 
in order that they might a£t in union with it; The Conven- 
tion then- refolvcd ,-itfelf into a Committee upon the motion 

of Mr - and many valuable hints were thrown out by 

•Citizens *** ********* Gerald- obferved, that whatever 
difference of opinion might exift in 'thefe walls, we can ne- 
ver forget that our friends and our enemies are in common, 
and that our obje£t is equally the fame. Pie took a review 
of the means we are to ufe in order to fecure our objeft. 
He entered fully into the fubjeft of Univerfal Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments. He fully proved the rights of the People 
to thefe benefits by their ancient Conftitution. • He minutely 
inveffigated the principles of Government. He afferted, that 
the end of all government is' the good of the governed ; That 
if money be taken out of his pocket againft: his confent, it is 
of little confequence whether it be taken by the robber on 
.the heath, or the Monarch on the throne. He made many 
remarks upon the Revolution fettlement, and the , benefits 


gained 
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gained by tlic laft Revolution, and dcmonftrated clearly, that 
ibey are now totally taken away . He warned the Convention 
again ft the choice of any other than known and plain men 
like themfelves, men uncontaminated by the peftilenrial air 
'of Courts.*’ 

A Delegate from London, during this Day’s Sitting, in ab- 
fence of — , a Scots Delegate, “ gave in the con- 

tinuation of the Committee’s report, refpefting the ele&ion 
of Prefidents ; of three A (lift ants, one to go out daily ; and 
Tefpe&in'g the Council of the Table.” He likewife propofed, 
“ That the whole reports of the Committee flrould be delaye'd 
till the report was completed, and urged ay a reafon for delay, 
that was employed in completing the report of the Com- 
mittee.” i 

The Fifth Day’s Sitting, Convention Hall, November 23d ■ 
1793. • *•' 

Citizen Gerald appointed Chairman. 

“ Citizen having read the minutes of laft Sitting, the 

Prefident ftated, That this morning he had received a letter from 
our friends in Norwich, who defired him to inform the Con- 
vention, that they remained fteady in the caufe, and had no- 
minated Citizen Margarot their Delegate, and that they would 
contribute their (hare of the expcnces attending the Conven- 
tion. Mr Margarot accordingly accepted ' of the oflice, who 
congratulated the Convention upon the acccflion of fuch a 
•great number of friends.” 

During this Sitting there is the following motion, “ It was 
moved, That from thenceforth the Convention fliould be ftyled 
The Briti/h Convention of the Delegates of the People , affociated to 
obtain XJniverfal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments — Agreed 
to unanimoufly. Alfo this other motion, “ A motion was 
alfo made for the Convention allowing the members of the 
United Society of Irifhmen to fpeak and vote here.”— 

i‘ Referred to the Seclions." 


Citizens 
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Citizens’***** ****, wlto were country Delegates, “re. 
quefted leave of abfence, which was granted, upon condition 
that they. would do their ultnajl to fend Delegates in their place.” 

In the fame Sitting there are the following motions, viz.. 

“ Motion by Mr *** refpe&ing dividing the country inff 
departments, and appointing Provincial Conventions, whereby 
they may become more acquainted with each other’s fenti- 
ments.” 

ff Referred to the Committee of Union.” 

Motion by ***, containing thanks to the plovers of the 
divifion into claffes, mentioning the advantages already ob- 
tained from it, andjequeding a frefli Ciuffle. Referred to the 
Committee of Regulations, and agreed that the members of 
focieties in Edinburgh join the fedtions.” — And this day’s fe r 
derunt clofes as follows : “ The Prefident warned the fedlions 
to tncfct as full as polhble oij Monday.” 

“ Citizen ***’s motion, relative to admitting the member? 
of the united fociety of Irilhmen to fpeak and vote in this 

Convention, came forward for difeyffion, when Citizens r 

fpoke upon it, and agreed tQ and guaranteed by a fo- 

lemn joining of hands— it being followed by a motion for 
traufmitting tlie above refolution to Citizen Archibald Hamit, 
ton Rowan, which was palled accordingly.’! 

“ Secretary Skirving dated, that he had jud now received 
* five {hillings from an unknown hand for the ufe of the Con* 
vention : honourable mention was ordered to be made of this 
patriotic donation.” 

“ A motion made by ***** refpedting the appointment of 
an interim Committee at the end of every Convention, to calj 
together the Delegates on extraordinary emergencies.” 

At the clofe of this meeting, the Convention being divided 
into fedtions, a Delegate moved, “ That the motions fliould 
be laid before the fefiions, and defired the Council of the Table 
to condcfccnd on thefe that were to be fird difeufied.” 


Seventh, 
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Seventh Day’s Sitting, 26th November 1 793. 

After debate, an original niotion was referred to the “ Com- 
mittee of Finance." 

**' Ordered, That the Convention fliadl caufe a regular fet 
of books to be kept for the infertion of Minutes, Motion's, 
and other Proceedings ; a book of Finance, &c. ro be at all 
times fubjeft to the infpe&ion of an intermediate Com- 
mittee.” 

“ All thefe motions were ordered to- lie over to be couG- 
dered by the fe&ions.” 

“ Mr — ’s niotion being taken under conGderation, 

amendments were propofed by Citizens »**«*.” 

“ Mr Margarot pled for adopting the fpirit of Mr — !s 

motion ; but thought it would be more advantageous to pdft- 
pone adopting it till the conclusion of the Convention’s bufi- 
nefs.” 

“ Moved by Mr Margarot, That a Committee, conGfting 
of the mover, fecondcr, and thofc who had moved for amend-' 

ments of Mr — — 's motion, be appointed to draw up a- 

motion from the whole, that may probably meet the ideas of 
the whole Convention. — After fome converfation, it was a-' 
greed upon, on the motion of Mr ***, that the vote of 

the houfe be put; ift, on the fpirit of Mr ’s motidn ; 

2dly, on the words of the motion; and 3dly, on Mr Marga- 
ret's motion .” • Agreed. — “ The fenfe of the Houfe being ta- 
ken on the firft, it carried unanimouily, to adopt the motion 
as to the fpirit of it. — On the and, It carried by a great ma- 
jority, not to adopt the motion as fo worded ; — and, 3dly, It 
was refolved, that the faid motion, and all amendments, be 
Referred as above." 


Convention Hall, 28th November 1793. 

Ninth Day’s Sitting- 
Citizen * * * in the Chair. 

•“ Citizen * ** read the amendments upon Citizen — ’S 
motion, as agreed upon by the Committee ; and it was agreed, 

that 
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that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf into a Committee, for its 
mature confideration.” — In the courfc of the converfation. 
Citizen *** gave a liiftory of the Habeas Corpus Adt.— 
After an excellent difculHon of the queftion, pertinent re- 
marks, and amendments, thft Convention was refumed ; and 
the whole, as amended, being read over, the members flood 
upon their feet* and palled the refolution unanimoufly, as 
follows. 

[Here a blank is left in the minutes, as mentioned in the 
Report.] 

After the faid refolution tvas agreed to and folemnly ap- 
proved of as above, the minutes import, “ That Citizen 
Gerald, in an energetic and animated fpeech, addrefled the 
meeting, and exprefled his happinefs at the motion pafled ■, 
and expofed the a£l of the Irifh Parliament, called a Conven- 
tion Bill — and Citizen * ? * followed him in a manly fpeech, 
and proved the influence of the Executive Government over the 
Parliament.” 

Citizen Margarot read and propofed the following motion : 
“ That a Secret Committee of Three, with the Secretary, be 
appointed to determine the place where fuch Convention of 
Emergency {hall meet ; that fuch place fhall remain a fecret with 
them, and with the Secretary of this Convention 5 and that 
each Delegate fhall, at the breaking up of the prefent 
Seffion, be entrufted with a fealed letter, containing the name 
of the place of meeting 5 that this letter fhall be delivered un- 
opened to his .conflituents, the receipt of which fhall be ac- 
knowledged by a letter to the Secretary — preferved in the fame 
ftate until the period fhall arrive at which it fhall be deemed 
neceffary for the Delegates to fet off. This motion was fe- 
conded by * * *, and the fame pafled unanimoufly. Accor- 
dingly, the following Citizens were nominated a' Secret Com- 
mittee -upon this buGnefs, viz. Margarot, ******, with 
the Secretary ; and they were requefled to devife the bed pofli- 
ble means of conveying this intimation to thofe Societies whofe 

views 
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views arc the fame with ours, but may not have Delegates at 
this time.” 

The minutes of this day’s Sitting clofe with a variety of 
motions; and amongft others the following', by Citizen * * *, 
and fecomled by Citizen * * *, “ That a fund be raifed by fub- 
feription for defraying the expence of fmall patriotic publica- 
tions, to be diltributed in the Highlands. Every publication 
fliall bear the figure of a Highland man in full drefs, with 
target and broad fword, to attraft the attention of Highland- 
men. No publication to coft more than half a penny.” 

By Citizen * * *, “ That a Committee be appointed to draw 
up a declaration of the natural , unalienable, and unprefer iptable 
Rights of Man ,■ and that the fame be prefined to an addrefs to 
the People of Great Britain.” 

And, “ That a Committee of obfervation be appointed in 
London, to give the earlieft intimation of any motion of the 
kind mentioned in the foregoing refoluticn to the different Societies 


Convention Hall, Firft Year of the Britifh Convention, 
29th Nov. Anno Domini 1793. — Tenth Day’s Sitting; 

Citizen * * * in the Chait: 

“ Citizen Margarot gave in the report of the Comfhittcfe 
of Regulations ; which Was ordered to be printed; arid copies 
to be given in to the Seflions bn Monday; for their confidera- 
tion.” . . vi. 

“ The Secretary read * * *’s motibrt for a Committee tf Ob- 
feruaticn to be appointed ia London. Citizen Matgarot dated. 
That there was no occafion for a Committee df that nature in 
London, as there were feveral thoufands of people in that city 
upon the look-out. It was accordingly agreed, That the Con- 
vention Jbould requejl the London CotttmUtee of Gorrefpon&tnce to 
give the earlief intelligence of what poffed in Parliament .” 

“ A letter frbm a friend, &c. which had been tranfmitted 
to A. Scott, of the Gazetteer, was read, containing pitribtic 
fentiments, and two guineas ; and Citizen Taylor prefented 
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a guinea from another Citizen, whofe name he was not at 
liberty to mention.— It was Hated by the Secretary, that a 
Citizen from London was prefent, who was to give 5/. 5J. to 
the Convention, when a collection fliould be made for en- 
lightening the Highlanders. The thanks of the Houfc was un- 
animoufly given to the before-mentioned Patriots for their 
donations.” 

Eleventh Day’s Sitting, 30th November 1793. 

« The Secretary read a motion, that a Committee he ap- 
pointed to revife each day’s minutes, immediately on the rif- 
Ing of the Convention, for the purpofe of fending them to the 
prefs, to make hereafter a daily bulletin of the fame. Thi 
queftion blng put, the motion palled unanimoufly.” 

« Citizen — likewife moved. That no perfon 

fliould be allowed the Honours of the Si/ ting, unlefs recom- 
mended by two members ; which, with amendments, as in 
the motion itfelf, palled unanimoufly.” 

“ The Secretary read a motion for publifhing the natural, 
unalienable, and unprefcriptable Rights of Man, which was 
ordered to be given to the Committee of Union.” 

“ It was moved, That Captain * * ,* fliould report fome 
circumftances to the Convention; for which purpofe, the 
Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee, when he read an ac* 
count of the trial and fenteuce of D. Holt, for reprinting the 
Duke of Richmond and Mr Pitt’s refolution for a Parliament- 
ary Reform ; after which, the chairman being replaced, the 
Secretary moved, That Captain * * * fliould be allowed the ho- 
nours of the Sitting 

“ Citizen * * * * .from Strathaven, and * * * from Hamil- 
ton, requefled leave of abfence fhould be granted, and moved, 
That ail the delegates who had left the Convention, fliould re- 
ceive letters to return immediately, and remain at their polls 
until the important buflnefs, which was daily introduced into 
the Convention, fhould be properly difeufled.” 

“ A motion to fine thofe members who did not attend thelir 
.Se&ions.-r-The order of the day was called for.. 



C *55 ] 


“ A motion for drawing out a fcroll of a petition to Parlia- 
ment ; which being read, The order of the day was moved up- 
on it.” 

Monday, ad December 1793.— Firfl: year Britifli Convention. 
Twelfth Day’s Sitting. 

Citizens # * * in the Chair, and Citizens * * * and * * * af- 
Gftants at the Table. 

“ Citizen Skirving infilled, that all the members, both of 
the Convention and primary Societies, fliould fubferibe a fo- 
|emn league and covenant.” 

“ Citizen Gerald pled for liberty of fentiment ; and com- 
pared the people and their enemies to the worfliippers of the 
true God and of Baal. He afterwards read fomc paragraphs 
from the Edinburgh Herald, with fuitable comments; and 
compared the Conllitution of 1688 to a dead horfe. He lhew- 
cd the infipidity of the title “ Gentleman,” and the propriety 
of the term “ Citizen remarked the impropriety of the 
mode of promulgating our laws, by reftri&ing them to be fold, 
by one printer, and publiflied in the Saxon character, which 
few can read.” 

“ Citizen Skirving alfo pled for the motion, and infilled 
that it was proper, on all occaGons, to take the opinion of the 
primary Societies, and confidcred the Convention as only a Com- 
mittee of the people 

“ Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the motion. The ap- 
probation given by the many t hoi finds of their conjiituents in 
London , Sheffield, Norwich, Leeds, & c.” 

“ The motion being agreed to, with one diflentient voice, 
who afterwards acceded, Citizen * * * read a fpirited adver- 
tifement from the Nottingham Society, inferted in a Sheffield 
newfpaper. ' 

“ A motion made by Citizen * * *, and feconded by Citi- 
zen * * *, That the Convention {hall pafs fome refolutions 
jrefpe&ing the late unprecedented and unwarrantable infringe- 
ments 
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ments on the freedom of the prefs, particularly the arbitrary 
fcjitence of Judge Wilfon againft Mr Holt, for reprinting the 
Duke of Richmond and Mr Pitt’s plan of Reform.” 

“ Citizens * * * and * * * moved. That this Convention 
take under confideration, whether (after the contemptible man- 
ner in which the late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were 
treated) they (hall again petition for Reform, or at what pe- 
riod they fhould recommend the fame to their conftitucnts.” 

At the Thirteenth Day ? s Sitting, 

' Citizen * * *, of Sheffield, produced a commiffion from the 
Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing hi in their delegate ; 
which was approven of by the Convention. 

The minutes of the Fourteenth Day’s Sitting are begun and 
entered thus ; 

“ Edinburgh, 4th November 1793. 

“ Fourteenth Sitting of the B. Convention.” 

In the above, November is, by miftake, inferted in place of 
December. 

“ Mr Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to the 
effeft, That the moment of the illegal difperfion of the pre- 
fent Convention be confidered as our fummons to repair to the 
place of meeting for the Convention of Emergency by the Se- 
cret Committee ; and that the fame motion be cohfidered this 
evening. 

“ The Convention then heard the only two motions on their 
tabic read, which regarded the fame matter ; and it being ob- 
jected to, that the bufinefs of thefe motions was to be taken 
iip to-morrow evening, after fome converfation it was carried 
by a vote of the Houfe, to delay further confideration till to- 
morrow evening. Mr Margarot being prepared to bring for- 
ward his motion above mentioned, the fame was taken under 
confideratiqn, and was as follows : 

V. Moved, That the moment of any illegal difperfion of the 

Britilh 
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Britifli Convention, (hall be confidered as a fummoiis to tbe 
delegates to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the 
Convention of Emergency by the Secret Committee ; and that 
the Secret Committee be inftru£ted to proceed, without de- 
lay, to fix the place of meeting. 

“ The Convention having confidered the motion fully, un- 
animoufly refolved the fame, and appointed the Secret Com- 
mittee to proceed as dirc&cd.” 

A Delegate from Glafgow prefented to the Se&ions, during 
the Sitting of this Convention, a motion of the following 
tenor : viz. 

“ The delegation from Glafgow moves. That the Convention 
take into their confideration the nature and extent of a rcfolu- 
tion adopted by their conftituents, and by molt of the other 
Societies in Scotland, and afterwards ratified and approved of 
at the General Convention held at Edinburgh in December 
1792, the import of which was, That if any member of their 
Society, aflociated for thepurpofe of obtaining a Parliamentary 
Reform, fiiould, while in the legal profecution bf that objeft, 
be opprefied or perl'ecuted by the Jlrm of Power, they fhould 
not only meet with the affijlance of the Society to which they belong, 
but n/fo by the united efforts of all their brethren in Scotland. 

“ Since the above period, however, we are forry to fay, feve- 
ral of our members have been perfecuted, and that in a moll 
wanton manner; and the above refolution (which, If duly put 
in force, would, we humbly apprehend, have the happy efFeft 
of emboldening thofe who have already come forward, and of 
encouraging others who have not yet taken any aflive part to 
unite their efforts in the general caufe), has never yet been at- 
tended to. 

“ We therefore humbly move, That the Convention take into 
confideration the above particulars, and confidcr what mea- 
fures may be mod conducive towards the performance of the obli- 
ligation we ly under, in confequence of that refolution , and there- 

by 
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iy JhciU to the world that we are not unmindful of thofe who have 
already fuffered, or may in future fuffer in their country's caufe. 
By' order of the Delegation. 

Edinburgh, Oftobcr 30th 1 793.” 


(N°n.) 

Ext raft of a Letter from Mr Margarot to the Norwich 
Societies, dated Edinburgh, 24th November 1793. 


“ You know, that at our arrival here, we found that the Con- 
vention had, after fitting four days, adjourned, and the Dele- 
gates were all gone back to their refpeftivc habitations, with- 
out proceeding, any farther in the bufinefs of Reform, than 
Amply agreeing, that nothing fhort of Univerfal Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments would fatisfy them ; and, on that ground, 
propofing not to fend any. petition to the King or to the Parlia- 
ment, left,- by fo doing, the enemies of Refotm might be tempt- 
ed to counteraft their wifli, and exert themfelves to prevent a 
peace ; but at the fame time it was recommended by the Con- 
vention, that all friends to Reform fhould fign any petition for 
peace, which might originate in another quarter. — We foon 
prevailed on the Edinburgh Committee, to recal the adjourn- 
ed Converition. The country Societies, informed that England 
meant to take a ferious part in the great caufe, fent back all 
their former Delegates ; and fcveral of them who had not fent 
Delegates to the prior Convention, have fent fomc to this one. 
On Tuefday the 19th inftant, the Convention opened. The 
number of Delegates amounted to 180 ; fome of them came 
even from fo far as Cromartie ; the reception we experienced 
was highly flattering 5 we mutually gave and received encour* 
agement and animation. I fhall not at prefent attempt to give 
you a minute detail of what has fince palled, becaufe the mit 
nutes are to be printed, and then I will not fail fending you a 
few copies of them, and will, I hope, be able at my return, 
to tome to Norwich, and give you an accurate verbal account 
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of every tranfa&ion. Meantime, if you have any inftru&ions 
to give me, fend them without delay, otherwifc I (hall a£t 
for you conformably to thofe laid down by the London Cor- 
refponding Society, a copy of which you doubtlefs have re- 
ceived from them. — The Convention have begun, by eftablilh- 
ing a fet of rules for the organization of the prefent, and even 
future Conventions. — Next, we eftablilhed a Committee of U- 
nion between the two nations, a Committee of Finance, and a 
Committee to take into confideration the protefting or eftab- 
lifhing a patriotic newfpaper : — and on Saturday laft, we paf- 
fed a provifory Decree of Union. The whole Convention 
{landing hand in hand, folemnly pledged themfelves to each o- 
ther to renounce all national diftin&ions, to abide firmly and 
truly by each other, until the great end is obtained ; and at 
the fame time we afl'umed the title of The Britijb Convention of 
Delegates of the People, ajfociated to obtain Univerfa! Suffrage and 
Annual Parliaments .” 


(No „.) 

Copy of a Letter from Meflrs Gerald and Margarot, to the 
Secretary of the London Correfponding Society. 

Edinburgh, Tuefday, December 2d, 1793. 

Citizen —— — , 

We received laft night a letter figned by you, but written 
by another perfon, acquainting us with the determination of 
the Committee, “ that at the adjournment of the' Convention 
we Ihould return immediately to London.” This deter- 
mination we will undoubtedly conform unto, unlefs it be (as 
we hope and tru ft it will) contradifled in your next; for if 
the Committee abides by it, we, who by being on the fpot, 
and thoroughly acquainted with the ftate of the country, can 
judge with certainty thereon, do allure you, that our immedi- 
ate teturn to London will be attended with very bad confequen- 
ces ; for at prefent all the country Societies look up to us to 
Come among them, to enliven, to encourage them, tc convince 
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them by our prefence , that we exift, that we have been lent 
from England for the purpofes of Union and Reform, and that 
the tinfe is near at hand when fuch Reform mujl tale place. No- 
thing, dear friends, muft force us from Scotland at prefent, 
but the abfolute impollibility of bearing the expences attending 
our million ; and thofe expences may be fomewhat left'ened by 
recalling one of us, and leaving the other; our Norwich 
friends may likewife bear a part of them : fo that unlefs the 
funds of the Society are very low indeed, no excufe for recal 
can be valid, unlefs founded on fear ; and that, we muft re- 
mind you is our concern, not yours. While, therefore, the 
idea of uniting our Society with the whole kingdom of Scotland af- 
fords you a pleaCng profpeft, let us do every thing in our 
power to cement that union ; and this can only be done by a 
longer reGdence in the country, and by vifiting the feveral So- 
cieties which have fent delegates to Edinburgh, and would 
think themfelves ill ufed if we did not take their town in our 
way. Confider of it, therefore, we befeech you, and let us 
have your anfwer immediately. 

The Convention proceed with great fpirit. We fit daily ; 
and laft week we came to a refolution which we fancy will 
give pleofureto every friend to Reform. As the minutes are to be 
printed, we will, at prefent, only give you the heads of it ; 
viz. 


“That fhould any attempt be made by Government for the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the introduction of a 
Convention Bill, or. the landing of foreign troops in Great 
Britain or Ireland, the Delegates are immediately to affemble in 
Convention at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with 
a Secret Committee — That when feven Delegates (hall be thus 
aflembled, they {hall declare themfelves permanent ; and when 
their number amounts to twenty-one, they {hall proceed to 
bufinefs. — Thus you fee we are providing againft what may 
happen. 

Citizen Gerald’s health is fo far recovered, as not to prevent 
him from fully attending his duty. We cannot fay as much 
of Citizen Sinclair, from the Society for ConftitutionalTnfor- 
mation. He has been confined to his bed ever fince Saturday 
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by a violent fever and fore tliroat ; he is fomewhat better tHW 
morning. He is a valuable young man ; and, fhould he die, 
his lofs would be feverely felt ; not indeed by his conftituents, 
who have bafely abandoned him, but by all the friends of Free- 
dom. He is a member of our Society, and we recommend him 
to your notice. 

You will before this have received our laft of the 26th in- 
ftant, acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 23d, to- 
gether with ii remittance of £. 1 1 : 12/. Our time is fo con- 
ftantly employed, that we find it abfolutely impofiible as yet to 
write to you move than once a week, and even that on no fix- 
ed day : eighteen hours out of the four and twenty arc devoted 
to public bufinefs, And you may ted allured they afe not 
mifpent. We are happy to hear that you go on as well in the 
South as we do in tlie North. — Letters convey bat very imper- 
fectly, and with no gt-eat degree of fafety, what -we might wijh to 
inform each other ‘of. — You have done us a material injury by 
negle&ing to fend us a parcel of our publications, and a num- 
ber of copies of the Jurymen’s Right : pray do not delay them 
any longer, and among them fome of the letters to Dundas. 
We fent you an Edinburgh Gazetteer laft week ; we will fend 
ybu another to-morrow ; you will therein fee part of what has 
palfcd in the Convention; 

We remain,' 

Moft fincerelyi 

Your Fellow-Labourers in theCaufe of Reform, 
JOSEPH GERALD, Delegate. 
M« MARGAROT, Delegate. 
M. M. would be glad to receive a line frbm T. H. about 
private bufinefs of his own. 

(N° .3-)' 

Copy of a Letter from Mr Margarot to the Secretary of the 
London Correfponding Society. 

Fellow Citizen, Edinburgh, 8th December 1793. 

We defire that a copy of the inclofed papers be kept by the 
EX] Society/ 
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Society, and that another copy of them be delivered, without de- 
lay, to Citizen Martin, in order that he may proceed thereupon im- 
mediately. 

You will already have had confufed accounts of what has 
taken place here for the lad four days; but on Tuefday next 
the Edinburgh Gazetteer (hall (if dcfpotifm permit) give you 
a complete detail of every thing. The Society will thereby 
be able to difeover, that an arrival in Scotland has been pro- 
ductive of great advantage to the caufe, and at the fame time 
has given great alarm to our enemies. We are very much 
furprifed.at the remifliicfs of the Society. While we are ex- 
poling, otir life and liberty, while we are devoting our time 
and our. exertions to their fervice, while we are incurring 
riumberiefs expences, and affronting dangers that would dag- 
ger the- mod hardy of them ; while we are doing all this, we 
ate moreover obliged to remind them of it, and that fuppljfs 
are now become more neerffnry than ever. Surely the pecuniary , 
exertions of any Individual ill the Society, can never be compared 
to our endeavours. Honoured with their confidence, we find 
ourfelves happy in being placed in the front of the battle : but 
let them remember that our facrificing ourfelves will be of 
little ufe, unlefs they afford us a proper fuppovt, and that mod 
immediately. Not daring any longer to trud to the pod, we 
fend you all tliefe papers in a parcel. You wi.ll be fo good as 
to make us acquainted with their fafe arrival. — Gerald wiflies 
to get to London as foon as poflible : he will communicate that 
which cannot be fo fully exprcfled by letter : y ou may confider 
this as a private letter, but you may read fuch parts of it as 
you think proper to any member of the Society, efpccially 
where it may be productive of good. — You will fee by the in- 
doled papers, that Power has proceeded in a mod arbitrary 
manner : almod all the prominent characters in the Conven- 
tion have been, or are to be apprehended and examined. — Lord 
Daer will, wc believe, meet with no greater favour than our- 
felves : we underhand that there is a warrant out againd him. 
As an account of what has happened to us, would exceed the 
bounds of a letter, we will only juft give you a Iketch of it, by 

way 



way of journal, referring you; as we faid before, to next 
Tuefday’s Gazetteer. 


Tliurfday Morning, at 7 o’clock. 

A Sheriff's officer, followed by five other men, entered our 
bed room 5 informed us he had a warrant (which however he 
refufed to fhew) for apprehending us, and feizing our papers. 
W e remained confined all day ; at night we were examined 
and admitted to bail, each in the fum of 2,000 merks. 


Friday Morning, 9 o’clock. 

We are fent for again without a warrant, for thepurpofe of 
being prefent at the opening of a fmall trunk, containing our 
papers •, but M. M. protefting again ft the illegality of the whole 
of the proceedings, and refuting to give up the key, the Sherifl- 
Subftitute and the Procurator-Fifcal dared to proceed no far- 
ther in the bufinefs. 


Saturday Morning, 9 o’clock. 

Two meflengers came again into our room, with Gerald ; 
they left a fummons to appear at 10 o’clock with M. M. — • 
They left nothing but a requeft to accompany Gerald to the 
Office ; yet, when arrived there, he found that a warrant was 
iflued againll him, for the purpofe of detaining him a prifoner, 
while the box was opened, and the papers examined. M. M. 
flill perfifting in his refufal, the key was forced from him, 
the trunk was opened, the papers examined, and partly rc- 
ftored ; the other part was kept, and a declaration drawn up, 
which he was required to Cgn, but refufed, protefting ngainft 
the whole of die bufinefs. — Gerald, however, figned what 
was drawn up in his name, and we were once more liberated,; 
and fince then, now already 24 hours, no farther perfecution 
has been commenced ngainft us. But while wc, as indivi- 
duals, were thus harafled, (Tliurfday) the whole of die Con- 
vention were equally ill-ufed.— Many of them were taken 
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into cuftody 5 and when the remainder met, as ufual, die 
Provoft, attended by his myrmidons, went, and', after pull- 
ing , of Sheffield, out of the Chair, 

ordered the Convention to difperfe, and informed them that \ 
he would aliow no-fuch meetings in future. (Friday) The 
■next day, the Convention having agreed to meet' at another 
place, out of the jurifdiflion of the Provoft, we had not-been 
long affcmbled, before the- Sheriff, with bis myrmidons, ap- 
peared among us, and commanded us to depart, after having 
a (ked whether that meeting was the Britifli Convention ; and 
being anfwered in the affirmative, he next inquired, who 
was the PreGdent ; upon which M. M. having openly afleed 
and obtained leave of the Convention, placed himfclf in the 
Chair; informed the Sheriff, that he M\ M. was the PreGdent 
of the Britift Convention, and that he would not break up 
the meeting, unlefs unconftitutionally forced thereunto, by 
the Sheriff’s pulling him out of the Chair ; which the latter 
•(after fome little hefitation) having complied with, the Ex-preG- 
,dent (Gerald) was alfo put into the Chair, which he would not 
leave but by being pulled out. Adjourned the Convention to 
the place where it was to become permanent in its Sitting ; 
and having called upon his colleague, Gerald, for to clofe 
the meeting with prayer, the company departed peaceably, 
but not without various relk&ions on the proceedings, and 
thofe refleftiOns not confined merely to the members of the 
Convention, but coming alfo from the crowd without doors, 
and even from the attending conflables. — The next day a 
proclamation was iffued by the Provoft, forbidding all a (Tum- 
bling within the limits of his jurifdi£lion. — We know not 
w.hat will happen ; but we venture' to predict, that all this 
perfecution will increafe, rather than diminifh, the ardour of 
:the people for Reform. The country Societies, hearing of 
this, are hourly pourpig in frefli Delegates. — Want of paper 
forbids my writing any more. 

Adieu ! Tour’s, 

M. M. 


n-„iii ;1 niaiAppcn- 
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Appendix, G. 

Extrad! from the Evidence taken on the 22d of May 
1794, before the Privy Council. 

T HOMAS THOMPSON, Efq. member for Evefham, 
attending their Lordihips, was called in, and alked, If 
he was a member of the Conltitutional Society ? to which 
he anfwered, That Ire was, 

Extradls from his Evidence. 

4 J. Plow long have you been a member of this Society ? 
A. I cannot exactly recollect, but think about laft Chrift- 
mas. 

&K Did you attend tire meetings of the Society regularly ? 
A. When I was in town I did. 

Was you prefent on the 28 th of March, when a letter 
was read from the London Correfponding Society, of the 
27th of March, with certain refolutions [which were Jhown 
to Mr ’Jchtmpfin in the book'] were inclofed, and a refolution 
and order thereupon made by the Conltitutional Society. 

A. I was. 

Were you prefent at a meeting of the 4th April, 
when a refolution was made refpedting' the appointment of 
Delegates to coufcr, See. ? 

A. I do, upon conlidcration, recollect it — but I oppofecT 
the appointment of a Convention. — Another perfon and I 
decidedly and loudly oppofed it, and went away, underftand- 
ing that it had palled in the negative. — I oppofed it on the 
grounds of its being a bad and improper mode of proceeding 
— and that it would be better co prefent a petition to Parlia- 
ment. — I do not recoiled! that any other perfon befides myfelf 
and the perfon already named oppofed this propofitlon. 
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6K You recoiled!, then, being ptefent upon the 4th of 
April ? 

A. Yes. 

$>j Do you remember a deputation being appointed to 
confer with the London Corrcfponding Societies ? 

A. I do remember an agreement to appoint a delegation ; 
but I do not recoiled! the names of the perfons of whom that 
delegation was to confift. 

4J. Do you recoiled! the fubfequent refolution for appoint- 
ing a Committee of correfpondencc ? 

A. I do not recoiled! it ; but rather think I went away be- 
fore it paffed. — I ufually left the Society before it broke up, 
a& 1 flept in the country, and of courfe many refolutio'ns were 
paffed after I went away. 

2^. Do you think it right to (late what you particularly 
recoiled! of the refolution refped!ing die appointment of a 
Convention ? 

A. I recoiled! the oppofmg it, with the perfon already' 
named ; and I recoiled! it was carried in the negative. 

4>. Is it entered on the books of the Society, that the 
motion for appointing a Convention was negatived ? 

A. I do not know ; but it certainly was carried in the ne- 
gative. — I recoiled! leaving the Society with a firm convidlion 
that it had been negatived ; and I have fince talked with the 
perfon already named on the fubjed!, who underllood fo, as 
well as myfelf. 

Can you (late the name of any perfon who oppofed the 
appointment of a Convention, except yourfelf and the perfon 
you have named ? 

A. I cannot— diat perfon was againft it from the firfl men- 
tion of fuch an idea. 

•5; Was there any debate upon it ? 

A. There was. 
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Q Do you recolleft the names of any of the perfons 
who fpoke for the appointment of a Convention ? 

A. I do not — there was a good deal of confuGon. 

Did you ever fee the printed refolutions of- the Society ? 

A. I do not recolleft that I did. 

Have you any reafon to believe that the refolution a- 
gainft the appointment of a Convention was reduced to 
writing ? 

A. Probably it was : I made a memorandum of it, as I 
took minutes myfelf ; I always did fo for my own fatisfaftion, 
and to refer to upon occaGon. — The memorandum I made on 
this occaGon, dated particularly that it had been carried that 
no Convention fliould take place. I was always decidedly a- 
gainft Delegates being fent from the different Societies and 
towns. I took minutes even of what parted at the meetings 
of the Friends of the People, though I think them very fafe 
perfons. 

G). Have you any one of thefe memorandums ? 

A. I have not — I have looked for them, and could not 
find one — They were upon (craps of paper ; and not thinking 
them of importance, I did not preferve them. 

jfj. As you oppofed the formation of a Convention, what 
did you conceive the Convention was to dp if it did. meet ? 

A. I oppofed a Convention, having feen the evils of it in 
other places ; and not thinking it the beft means of obtaining 
the object in view. 

Mr Thompfon having attended the Committee of Secrecy 
appointed by the Houfe, his evidence before the Privy Coun- 
cil was read to him ; and he was afked. If he wilhed to ftate 
any thing in explanation of that evidence ? 

Mr Thompfon deGrcd to explain and alter it ; and obferved, 
that in the account given of his evidence before the Council, 
lie is dated to have faid, that at the meeting on the 4th of 
April he does not recolleft any other perfon, beGdes the per- 

fon 
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fon he mentioned to the Privy Council and hifafelf, oppofed 
the propolition for a Convention ; he now begs to fay, that 
he meant to fay, that he does not recoiled): what other per- 
fons, befides himfclf and the perfon before alluded to, op- 
pofed that propofition. 

It is dated in the evidence, that Mr Tooke figned the letter 
to requeft a contribution for Mr Skirving. Mr Thompfon 
meant to fay he was to fign the letter, as Chairman of the 
evening- 

It is dated in the evidence, that he was alked, if he ever 
faw the printed refolutions of the fociety ? To which he is 
dated to anfwer, He did not recoiled): he did : Mr Thompfon 
defires to fay, that he had never feen before the book {hewn 
to him by the Attorney General at the time that qucdion was 
put to him. 

And as to the lad quedion, Whether he had ever attended 
any meeting fince the 2d of May ? he begged now to fay, that 
he went once, with an idea of taking his name out of the 
books of the Society. 

With refpedt to Mr Thompfon being.prcfent when the toads 
were drank 5 he begged to fay he certainly was, but that, he 
clid-not drink them all, being unwell, and the wine being 
bad.— On being {hewn the toads at the Council, he faid, he 
thought fomc of them very abfurd. 

Mr Thompfon was then afked by the Commitee, 

If there was any individual, befides the perfon before allud- 
ed to, that joined you in oppofition to the propofition for a 
Convention ? 

I cannot recpllefl — but there mud have been fevcral, as the 
quedion was negatived. 

When and where did Mr Thompfon fird fee or hear the lift 
of thofc toa'fts ? 

From the Attorney General in the Privy Council Room. — 
Mr Thompfon was not prefent at any meeting of the ftewards 
when the toafts were drawn up, previous to the dinner. 


Do 
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Do you recolleCt Mr Sharpe being prefent on the nth of ' 
April, during the debate on a propofed refolution containing 
the word “ Convention ?” 

I do not. 

Have you any recollection of Mr Horne Tooke, in the 
courfe of fuch a debate, remarking, that the debate about the 
word “ Convention ” was all nonfenfe ; it was only between 
a Latin word and an Englifli one ? 

I do not. 

Appendix, H. 

Copy of a Letter from the Briftol Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information, to the London Correfponding 
Society. 

Fellow Citizens, Briftol, 28th January 1794. 

I AM again authorized to write to you, fignifying the grati- 
tude of our Society for your fecond epiftle, which came 
to my hands the 3d inft. After reading its contents, I collect- 
ed as many of our friends as I conveniently could that even- 
ing. We read — we blufhed — we took courage ; — we did more, 
for vve refolved on re-aflembling, as we had appointed prior to 
the determination we announced in our laft. We intend pub- 
lifhing an Addrefs, or fomething declaratory of our fentiments, 
with all convenient fpeed ; — as foon as this is effected, we . 
{hall fend a copy or copies to you. From the Courier and 
Evening Gazette, we have had information of the trial of 
Mr Margarot, and his fentcnce to 14 years tranfportarion. 
We are by no means at a lofs in forming a judgment of the 
noble caufe in which he with others are embarked, nor would 
•we be frightened at fuch fentencet. You fee, Citizens, your fe- 
cond epiftle has quickened our courage, and vivified our ptl- 
triotifm, and rouzed us to refolution ; and more, our number is 
now confiderably increafed. — Perhaps your third epiftle may do 
greater things ftill ; — we are fenfible ’tis a noble — ’tie a virtuous 

Primed image disused by lhc UigvYi j} oS Si.ulhmngivm Litany DigiiisauouWltiS 
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-r-’tis a godlike and immortal caufc in which we are now mu- 
tually embarked ; and though for parts our effort can be but 
a feeble one, yet the caufe wc efpoufe is mighty— is energetic 
—it will finally prevail and profper : It is our firm opinion, 
could we but arouze them, that Patriots would become nearly 
the -majority of our city. We expected to have had the dozen 
of the Englifhmen’s Rights, which you mentioned in your firft 
epiftle— hope you will fend them fpeedily. 

We are, Fellow Citizens, 

Yours fincerely, 

The Briftol Society for Conftitutional 
Information, &c. 


At a general meeting of the Delegates of the United Societies 
' at Norwich, held 24th February 1 794, 

It was unanimoufly refolved, “ That one or more Delegates 
« {hall be lent to the next General Convention, loon as called 
“ for by our London Correfpondents.” 

Popy of a Letter from the Briftol Conftitutional So- 
ciety, to the Secretary of the London torrefponding 
i i Society. 

Briftol, 24th April 1794. 

fffiSw Cittetn, 

You may be fenfible, from our laft communication, that 
in the infancy of our patriotic efforts, we had many difficul- 
ties to .overcome, and many ftrong prejudices to combat. — 
We laid open to you our real fituation ; we told you our de- 
tefnji^ntion to addrefs the public ; apd affured you of our un- 
alterable perfeverance in the glorious caufe of Freedom — 
This perfeverance, however, and thefe exertions of an indi- 
vidual Society, can but little avail, if the Societies in the dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom are in themfelvcs difunited, or do 
not aid and affift each other, agreeable to the principles of 
philanthropy and fraternity which they fo warmly profefs. 
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Under this idea, we conceive ourfelves treated with a degree 
of incivifm , by your Society not anfwerlng our laft letters. 
The reafons may be good. — At prefent, we ate candid enough 
to confefs, that the circumftance dbes not appeal to uS in the 
molt favourable point of view. Our Addrcfs, of Which we 
fend you a few copies, we find to have a good effeftj and is 
likely to beget us the afliftance of many friends, while our e- 
nemies acknowledge there is fomething vet*y fair and reafott-J 
able in the produ&ion. — This is an abfolute victory J and we 
have reafon to congratulate ourfelves on the profpedt of fuc- 
cefs it opens to U3. With a mixture of pain and pleafiire, we 
faw an account of your laft general meeting ; we lament that 
the Jlrong hand of Dejpotifm (houl'd fo often interfere to prevent 
the aflertion of the Rights of the People, while we rejoice in 
your manly Conftitutional perfeverance, and appl&ud and ap- 
prove your refolution of forming another General Convention. Out 
inertafing numbers give us every reafonable hope of foon being 
able more cjfcHually to co-operate with you s while, for the rea- 
fons formerly ftated, we cannot yet make a pofitive promifeon. 
that head. We hope for an immediate anfwer. — Favour us 
with your opinion of our Addrefs, and tranfmit a Iketch of 
your Plan refpeflang the General Convention. 

By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by 
the Briftol Conftitutional Society; 


Copy of a Letter from Newcaftlc to the Secretary of the London 
Correfponding Society; 

Newcaftle upon Tyne, 24th April 1794. 

By defire of a number of friends to a radical Reform In the' 
Conftitution here, I make free to trouble you. We live in a 
place where an ariftocratic Magiftracy endeavours to ftop the 
genial and benign fpirit of national liberty from fpreading; 
notwithftanding a very gteat number are found here that dare 
aflert the natural and unalienable fights of man, and bear their 1 
teftimony againft the tyrannical encroachments of affiimed 
power on tbofe rights. A good number have formed them- 
..... ........ . ... , v .. . . felved 
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{gives into Societies, and meet weekly, admitting none but biovsn 
friends, and have ajfumed no name but that of Ncwfpaper Compa- 
nies. Thefe were in great fpirits while the Briti/Jj Convention 
continued to alt ; but after their feppreffion, a damp was caft on 
the whole. — Subfcriptitns were ready to be ,fent off the very 
jiight they were fuppreffed, and the Gazetteer hopped, which 
has fincq.been remitted to London, fpt the ufe of the perfe- 
cted wprthies, Muijvand palmer.- — Being charmed with your 
ijiaferly. and bold approbation of the. conduit, of your Delegates and 
nobh Mnftyrs for truth , Margaret ami Gerald, and find your 
namp- figned Secretary to the Coxrcfponding. Society, we wifli 
to copy your example; and beg, if you think us worth your 
notice, give us- your views. and intentions as foon as convenient, 
which, I hope, will be a means to ftimulate and ineveafe our 
numbers. Left this- ihould not come to you, as l have an un- 
certain direction, ■ 1 forbear troubling you more at prefent, in 
hopes of. being favoured with your future corrcfpondcnce. — 
Farewell, hoping the Hydra of Tyranny and lmpcflion Jball foon 
fall under the Guillotine of Truth and Reafcn. 

Yours, with all due refpeft, &c. 

Copy of a Letter from the Conftitutional Society at Norwich 
to' the Secretary of the London Correfponding Society. 

Citizen * * *, Norwich Societies, 29th April 1794. 

It is with great fatisfaftion. we view the manly conduct of 
. you and your colleagues, efpecially when, furrounded as you 
are, by a domineering ariftocracy, who, notwithftanding their 
great blufler, are but chicken-hearted — witnefs our Norfolk 
Quixotes, who, after being completely foiled at the county 
meeting; were determined to fubferibe to fupport an armed 
ariftocracy : But, pray, tell it not in the metropolis, that a 
noble Marquis fubferibed no more than £■ 200, and another 
high-penfioned Lord but £. 1 00; an Alderman and leader, and 
very fierce for Church and King, the enormous fum of / .20: 
Thefc are the men who are rfcady to fpend their lives and for- 
tunes but enough of fuch privileged beings ! We fliould be 
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glad to know whether the Friends of the People confent to a 
Convention, and whether they will take an adtive part. 

Pleafe to accept of a few of our bills. We (liquid efteem it 
a favour that you would fend us a few of your late Declarations, 
P. S. Many of our friends are fully convinced of the 
neceflity, legality, and rationality of a Convention: 
But, Query, Whether the time be expedient ? 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correfpond- 
ing Society to Newcaftlc. 

lit May* 1794. 

Citizen, 

It is. with pleafure the London Correiponding Society hear 
that a Society on a Jimilar plan, and with the fame patriotic ohjcEls 
in view, is likely to be eilabliflied at Newcaitle upon Tyne. — - 
If ever a crifis arrived that required the exertions of the people 
to (top the torrent of corruption, infamy, and defpotifm, that 
feems likely to overwhelm them, it is the prefent — in God’s 
name then, let us ufe thefe exertions. — We are called upon by 
every tiling that, is dear to us, as men, and as Chriilians. The 
caufe of truth and liberty mud finally be omnipotent ; there- 
fore doubt not that the glorious reign of Liberty and Equality will 
ere long be eilabliflied, and modern governments, with every ap- 
pendage of ivickcdnefs and corruption, will flee in time from their 
genial influence, as beafls of prey to their dens of rapine and 
darknefs from the rifing fun. The London Correfponding So- 
ciety have beheld, with indignation, the rapid advances of defpo- 
tifm in Britain, and are ready cordially to unite with every other 
Society in the three Kingdoms, who have for their objedl a full 
and effectual reprefentation of the people ; they therefore have deput- 
ed fx cf their members to meet fx members of the Society for Con- 
flitutional Information , to form a Committee of Correfpondence and 
co-operation this Committee meets regularly twice a week at No. 2, 
Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where any member delegated by your 
Society will meet with every information required. — We inclofe 
you a few of our refolutions, entered into at our general 

meeting 
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meeting on the 14th of April, which will be fufficiently ex- 
planatory of our fentiments and views. We heartily unite with 
you in wiping that the Hydra of Tyranny and Impofttion may foon 
fall under the Guillotine of Truth and Reafon. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conllitution- 
al Society at Sheffield, to the Secretary of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society. 

Sheffield, May nth, 1794. 

Friend and Fellow Citizen, 

The friends of peace and Reform in Halifax having held a 
general public meeting in the open air, on Monday April 21 ft 
4794, at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, 
Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood, the 
Friends of Freedom, after the meeting, agreed to hold a 
general meeting of Delegates at Briftol, in order to confider 
on the meafures to be adopted by them preparatory to a Gener- 
al Convention. After which our worthy friend Citizen — 

of Halifax, being ordered to Sheffield to get the proceedings 
of the meeting printed, and confult with us upon the fubjedl, 
they were advifed by us to defer at prefent the meeting of 
Delegates, until further information from you on that ftbjeEl. I 
was therefore ordered, at our iaft Committee meeting, to 
Write to you, requefting the favour of as early intelligence as 
poffible on that important, bufinefs. We are not in the lenffc 
intimidated in Sheffield, as we can call and hold a public meet- 
ing whenever circumftances render the fame necefiary j be- 
fides, in the houfe where I refide, we have a large commodi 
ous room, where the Society can peaceably meet in rotation. 

By order of the Committee. 

, * * * * Secretary. 


FINIS. 



